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NOTE

As the Speeches and Sayings at the end of the book cannot
definitely be attributed to Marcus Aurelius it was thought
advisable to print them in smaller type in order to dis-
tinguish them from his authentic work.

ERRATA
p. 112, 3 lines from end: inverted commas should begin
) before oxd Tis.
p. 119, last line: for What read In what.
p. 213, 5 lines from end : for ad Caes. ii. read ad Caes. iii.
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EIZ BIBAON MAPKOT!

Ei Adwns kparéew &0éAes,
Thvde pdraipav dvawtioowy
BiBAov éxépxeo evdukéws,

fis owd yvduny SABlaTyy

peid xev SYeas dooopévwy

Svrwyv 7’ 8¢ waporyouévwy
TepmwAfy T’ dviny Te < Aéywy>
Kkanvov undev dpeiorépny.

If thou would’st master care and pain,

Unfold this book and read and read again

Its blessed leaves, whereby thou soon shalt see
The past, the present, and the days to be

With opened eyes ; and all delight, all grief,
Shall be like smoke, as empty and as bne{j RH

Mévos Baoiréwy pihogoplay od Adyois obre Soyudrwy yvdaoear,
oeuvg 8¢ #0et xal cwppdvs Bly émardoaro.—HERODIAN, i. 2, § 4.

Odd¢y abrdv éfeBidoaro &w Tt Tév &avrod H8&r mpatar.—DIo
Cassius 71. 30, § 2.

‘O Aoytouds adrob Oeios kal dbs &Andas kvwley Exwv Td wapd-
Sesypa kal wpds éxelvny dpdv Ty woAirelav.—ARISTIDES, Paneg.
in Cyz. §427 (Jebb).

! This ep‘ifr&m is found at the end of the Vatican MS. and
also in the Anthologia Palatina,ii. p. 603 (Jacobs). Possibly
by Arethas (see P. Maas in Hermes xlviii. p. 295 ff.).






PREFACE

THE Greek text of this book is otten difficult and
in many places corrupt beyond cure, but no trouble
has been spared to make the translation as accurate
and idiomatic as possible. I have preferred to err,
if error it be, on the side of over-faithfulness,
because the physiognomy of the book owes so much
to the method and style in which it is written. Its
homeliness, abruptness, and want of literary finish
(though it does not lack rhetoric) are part of the
character of the work, and we alter this character
by rewriting it into the terse, epigrammatic,
staccato style so much in vogue at the present day.
Another reason for literalness is that it makes a
comparison with the Greek, printed beside it,
easier for the unlearned. When a work has been
translated so often as this one, it is difficult to be
original without deviating further from the text,
but I have not borrowed a phrase, scarcely a word,
from any of my predecessors. If unconscious
coincidences appear, it remains only to say' Pereant
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PREFACE

qui ante nos nostra dizerint! Numerous references
(such as have proved so invaluable for the due
understanding of the Bible) and good indices have
always been greatly wanted in the translations of
this work, and I have taken pains to supply the
want. For a better understanding of the character of
Marcus I have added to the Thoughis translations of
his Speeches and Sayings, with a Note on his attitude
towards the Christians (in which I am glad to find
myself in complete agreement with M. Lemercier).
A companion volume on the Correspondence with
Fronto will contain all his extant Letters. In con-
clusion my best thanks are due to Messrs. Teubner
for permission to use their text as the basis of the
revised one here printed, to Professors Leopold and
Schenkl for advice and help on various points,
and, last but not least, to my predecessors in the
translation of this “ Golden Book.”

C. R. HAINES,

GopaLMING, 1915.
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INTRODUCTION

IT is not known how this small but priceless book
of private devotional memoranda! came to be
preserved for posterity. But the writer that in it
puts away all desire for after-fame has by means of
it attained to imperishable remembrance. As
Rénan has said, “ tous, tant que nous sommes, nous
portons au coeur le deuil de Marc Auréle comme
s’il était mort d’hier.”” Internal evidence proves
that the author was Marcus Antoninus, emperor of
Rome 7 March 161 to 17 March 180, and notes
added in one MS between Books I and II and II
and IIl shew that the second Book was composed
when the writer was among the Quadi on the
Gran, and the third at Carnuntum (Haimburg).
The headquarters of Marcus in the war against the
barbarians were at Carnuntum 171-173, and we
know that the so-called ‘ miraculous victory " against
the Quadi was in 174.2 But Professor Schenkl has
given good reasons for thinking that the first book
was really written last and prefixed as a sort of
introduction to the rest of the work.? It was
probably written as a whole, while the other books
consist mostly of disconnected jottings. The style

1 Marcus may be referring in Bk. III. 14 to this his own
work as iwopvnudria. )

2 See Dio, 71. 8.

3 For a discussion of the chronology of the work, see
Journal of Phdology, vol. xxiii., No. 66, 1914.

xi



INTRODUCTION

throughout is abrupt and concise, and words have
occasionally to be supplied to complete the sense.
There is here no reasoned treatise on Ethics, no
exposition of Stoic Philosophy, such as the sectarum
ardua ac peroccultal or the ordo praeceptionum,® on
which Marcus is said to have discoursed before he set
out the last time for the war in 178, but we have a
man and a ruler taking counsel with himself, noting
his own shortcomings, excusing those of others, and
“ whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honourable, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are pure,” exhorting his soul to think on
these things. Never were words written more
transparently single-hearted and sincere. They
were not merely written, they were lived. Those
who accuse Marcus of pharisaism wilfully mistake
his character and betray their own. Very noticeable |
is the delicacy of the author's mind and the
restrained energy of his style. He eschews all the
¢ windflowers’ of speech, but the simplicity, straight-
forwardness, and dignity of his thoughts lend an ‘
imperial nobility to his expression of them. There
is a certain choiceness and even poetry in his words
which amply condone an occasional roughness and
technicality of phrase. Striking images are not
infrequent, and such a passage as Book II, 2 is
unique in ancient literature. This is not a book of
confessions, and comparatively few allusions to |
personal incidents are to be found except in the
first book, while an air of complete aloofness and
detachment pervades the whole. The author ex-
pressly disclaims all Spyuvdrys or originality and

1 Victor de Caes. xvi. 9.
2 Vule. Gallicanus Vit. Av. Cass. iii. 7.
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INTRODUCTION

acuteness of intellect, and there is a good deal of
repetition unavoidable in the nature of the work,
for “line upon line ” and “ precept upon precept”
are required in all moral teaching.

Of his two great Stoic predecessors Marcus has
no affinity with Seneca. He certainly knew all
about him and they have many thoughts! in
common, but Seneca’s rhetorical flamboyance, his
bewildering contradictions, the glaring divergence
between his profession and his practice have no
counterpart in Marcus. Epictetus the Phrygian .
slave ‘was his true spiritual” father, but we do not
find in the Emperor the somewhat rigid didacticism
and spiritual dogmatism of his predecessor. Marcus
is humbler and not so confident. The hardness and
arrogance of Stoicism are softened in him by an
infusion of Platonism and other philosophies.2 With
the Peripatetics he admits the inequality of faults.
His humanity will not cast out compassion as an
emotion of the heart.! His is no cut and dried
creed, for he often wavers and is inconsistent. Call
not his teaching ineffectual. He is not trying to
teach anyone. He is reasoning with his own soul
and championing its cause against the persuasions
and impulses of the flesh. How far did he succeed?
By nature a good man,” says Dio, “ his education
and the moral training he imposed upon himself

1 Marcus never quotes him by name, and though there are -
plenty of similarities between the two writers in thought,
and even in expression, it is not certain that there is a single
case of borrowing. Most of the resemblances are based on
commonplaces ; see, however, Sen. Ep. 77 = vi. 2; Ep. 65 =
xi. 10; de Prov. 4 =iv. 1; Ep. 36 = v. 18 ; de Ben. vii. 31
=xi. 18,89; Ep. T4=v. 8,83; Ep. 28 = v. 16.

2 Even Epicurus is mentioned with approval, as'he is also
by Seneca. 3 ¢p. Epict. iii. 24, 43; Man. 16, eto.
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INTRODUCTION

made him a far better one.l” ¢ As was natural to
one who had beautified his soul with every virtuous
quality he was innocent of all wrong-doing.”2 The
wonderful revelation here given of the doxnows of
the spiritual athlete in the contests of life is full
of inspiration still even for the modern world. It
has been and is a source of solace and strength to
thousands, and has helped to mould the characters
of more than one leader of men, such as Frederick
the Great,® Maximilian of Bavaria, Captain John
Smith, the ¢saviour of Virginia,’ and that noble
Christian soldier, General Gordon. It was but the
other day, on the fiftieth anniversary of Italian Unity,
that the King of Italy, speaking* on the Capitol,
referred to Marcus “as the sacred and propitiatory
image of that cult of moral and civil law which our
Fatherland wishes to follow,” a reference received
with particular applause by those who heard it

Whoever rescued the MS of the ¢ Thoughts” on
the death of their author in 180, whether it was
that noble Roman, Pompeianus, the son-in-law of
Marcus, or the high-minded Victorinus, his lifelong
friend, we seem to hear an echo of its teaching in
the dying words of Cornificia, his possibly last
surviving daughter, when put to death by Caracalla
in 315 : “ O wretched little soul of mine, imprisoned
in an unworthy body, go forth, be free!”5 It was
doubtless known to Chryseros the freedman and
nomenclator of Marcus who wrote a history of Rome
to the death of his patron,® and to the Emperor

1 Dio 71. 35, § 6. 2 Aristides ad Reg. § 106 (Jebb).

3 Who, however, in the field of morality cannot be said to
have profited by its lessons.

¢ March, 1911. 5 See Dio, Fragm. Dindorf v. 214,
¢ Theoph. ad Autol. iii. 27.
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INTRODUCTION

Gordian I, for the latter in his youth, soon after the
Emperor’s death, wrote an epic poem on Pius and
Marcus. He also married Fabia Orestilla, the
latter’s granddaughter through Fadilla (probably)
and Claudius Severus. As their eldest son Gordian
II. had sixty children, the blood of Marcus was soon
widely diffused.

The first direct mention of the work is about 350
A.D. in the Orations of the pagan philosopher Themis-
tius, who speaks of the mapayyé\para (precepts) of
Marcus. Then for 550 years we lose sight of the
book entirely, until, about 900, the compiler of the
dictionary, which goes by the name of Suidas, reveals
the existence of a MS of it by making some thirty
quotations, taken from books I, I1I, IV, V, IX, and
XI' He calls the book (cvyypags) an “dywys (a
directing) of his own life by Marcus the Emperor in
twelve books.” About the same time Arethas, a
Cappadocian bishop, writing to his metropolitan,
speaks of the scarcity of this peyaloperéoraror
BiBAiov, and apparently sends him a copy of it2 °
He also refers to it three times in scholia to Lucian,
calling it 7a els éavrov H0ucd. Two similar references
are found in the scholia to Dio Chrysostom, possibly
by the same Arethas.

Again a silence of 250 years, after which Tzetzes, a

rammarian of Constantinople, quotes passages from
Books IV. and V. attributing them to Marcus. About
150 years later (1300 a.p.) the ecclesiastical historian,
Nicephorus Callistus (iii. 31) writes that Marcus
“ composed a book of instruction for his son, full of
universal (xoopuxijs, ? secular) experience and
wisdom.” About this very time Planudes, a monk

1 See Index, under ““Suidas.” 2See A.Sonnyin Philol. 54. 182f.
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INTRODUCTION

of Constantinople, may have been engaged in com-
piling the anthology of extracts from various authors,
including Marcus and Aelian, which has come down
to us in twenty-five or more MSS dating from the
fourteenth to the sixteenth century.! They are
practically of no help in re-establishing the text,? and
contain in all forty-four extracts from books IV.-XII.

Our present text is based almost entirely upon two
MSS, the Codex Palatinus (P) first printed in 1558
by Xylander but now lost, which contains the whole
work, and the Codex Vaticanus 1950 (A) from which
about forty-two lines have dropped out by accidental
omissions here and there. Two other MSS give some
independent help to the text, but they are incom-
plete, the Codex Darmstadtinus 2773 (D) with 112
. extracts from books I.-IX. and Codex Parisinus 319
(C) with twenty-nine extracts from Books I.-IV.,
with seven other MSS derived from it or from the same
source. Apart from all these there is but one other
MS (Monacensis 323) which contains only fourteen
very short fragments from Books II., IIL.,IV.,and VIIL

Translations of this Book have been made into
Latin, English, French, Italian, German, Spanish,
Norse, Russian, Czech, Polish and Persian. In
England alone twenty-six editions of the work
appeared in the seventeenth century, fifty-eight in the
eighteenth, eighty-one in the nineteenth, and in the
twentieth up to 1908 thirty more.?

The English translations are as follows.—
1. Meric Casaubon.—* Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.
His Meditations concerning himselfe : Treating of a

1 One (Vat. 2231) has just come to light.
2 Except Cod. Monacensis 2 = C. Hoeschelianus.
3 See Jp W. Legg, A Bibliography of Marcus Aurelius, 1908.
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INTRODUCTION

Naturall Man’s Happinesse ; wherein it consisteth,
and of the Meanes to attain unto it. Translated
out of the original Greeke with Notes by Meric
Casaubon B.D., London, 1634.” )

This, the first English translation, albeit involved
and periphrastic, is not without dignity or scholarship,
though James Thomson in 1747 says that it is every-
where rude and unpolished and often mistakes the
author’s meaning,” while the Foulis Press Translators
of 1742 find fault with its “intricate and antiquated
style.” It may be conveniently read in Dr. Rouse’s
new edition of 1900, which also contains some ex-
cellent translations of letters between Fronto and
Marcus.

2. Jeremy Collier.—*The Emperor Marcus Anton-
inus His Conversation with Himself. Translated
into English by Jeremy Collier M.A., London 1701.”
A recent edition of it by Alice Zimmern is in the
Camelot Series, but it hardly deserved the honour.
We may fairly say of it that it is too colloquial.
James Thomson in 1747 speaks of it as “a very coarse
copy of an excellent original,” and as “bearing so
faint a resemblance to the original in a great many
places as scarcely to seem taken from it.” R. Graves
in 1792 remarks that it “abounds with so many
vulgarities, anilities and even ludicrous expressions

. that one cannot now read it with any patience.”
The comment of G. Long in 1862 is much the same,
but it called forth an unexpected champion of the
older translator in Matthew Arnold, who says:
“ Most English people, who knew Marcus Aurelius
before Mr. Long appeared as his introducer, knew
him through Jeremy Collier. And the acquaintance
of a man like Marcus Aurelius is such an imperishable

Xvi
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INTRODUCTION

benefit that one can never lose a peculiar sense of
obligation towards the man who confers it. Apart
from this however, Jeremy Collier’s version deserves
respect for its genuine spirit and vigour, the spirit
and vigour of the age of Dryden. His warmth of
feeling gave to his style an impetuosity and rhythm
which from Mr. Long’s style are absent.” The real
defect of Collier as a translator, adds Arnold, is his
imperfect acquaintance with Greek.

3. James Moor and Thomas Hutcheson.— The
Meditations of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Anton-
inus. Newly translated from the Greek with notes.”
Glasgow : The Foulis Press, 1742. Certainly the
best translation, previous to Long’s, for accuracy and
diction, and superior to that in spirit. Dr. Rendall
(1898) praises it as “ the choicest alike in form and
contents.” R. Graves, however, in 1792, while
allowing its fidelity, had pronounced it *“ unnecessarily
literal,” and shewing a “total neglect of elegance
and harmony of style.” A very satisfactory revision
of this translation appeared in 1902, made by G. W.
Chrystal.

4. Richard Graves— The Meditations of the
Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. A New
Translation from the Greek Original, with notes.”
By R. Graves, M.A,, Rector of Claverton, Somerset.
Bath, 1792.

A fairly accurate and smooth version of no
especial distinction, but superior to most of its
predecessors. An abbreviated edition of this was
published at Stourport without any date by N. Swaine
with the title: “ The Meditations of the Emperor
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Philosophus collated with
and abridged from the best translations.”
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5. George Long— The Thoughts of the Emperor
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.” Translated by George
Long. London, 1862. This may be looked upon as
in some sense the ¢ authorized version,” and it is
from it that most people know their Marcus Aurelius.
For nearly forty years it was master of the field.
M. Arnold, though finding fault with the translator
as not idiomatic or simple enough and even pedantic,
yet gives him full credit for soundness, precision,
and general excellence in his translation. The
author tells us that he deliberately chose a ruder
style as better suited to express the character of
the original, and he was right, for in spite of Arnold’s
dictum to the contrary the book of Marcus has
a “distinct physiognomy,” and here, more than is
usually the case, le style c’est I homme.

6. Hastings Crossley—¢ The Fourth Book of the
Meditations of Marcus Aurelius.” A revised text with
Translation and commentary by Hastmgs Crossley,
M.A., London, 1882. This specimen makes us
regret that the author did not publish the whole
version which he tells us was in MS. The book
contains an interesting appendix on the relations
of Fronto and Marcus.

7. G. H. Rendall.— Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
to Himself: An English Translation with Intro-
ductory Study on Stoicism and' the Last of the
Stoics.” By Gerald H. Rendall, M.A., Litt.D.,
London, 1898. A second edition with a diﬁ'erent
introduction was published in 1901.

This version has been pronounced by many critics
the best rendering of the Thoughts. Its accuracy,
ability, and liveliness are unquestionable.

8. John Jackson.—“The Meditations of Marcus

xix
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INTRODUCTION

Aurelius Antoninus.” Translated by John Jackson.
With an introduction by Charles Bigg. Oxford,
1906.

This version is the newest comer, and is a worthy
presentment of the Thoughts. There are useful
notes, but some very bold alterations of the text
have been followed in the English version. The
book would have been more acceptable without
the introduction by Dr. Bigg, which gives a most
unfair and wholly inaccurate view of the life and
character of Marcus.

Besides the above versions there are several
abridged translations of the Thoughts, which need
not be enumerated here. But the two chief ones
seem to be by B. E. Smith, published by the Century
Company, New York, 1899, and by J. E. Wilson,
London, 1902.
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STOICISM

Stoicism was so called from the Colonnade! at
Athens, where Zeno about 300 B.c. first taught its
doctrines. More religious in character than any
other Greek philosophy, it brought a new moral
force into the world. It put intellectual speculation
more -into the background, and carried the moral
attitude of the Cynics further into the domain of
right conduct. Oriental fervour was in it grafted
on Greek acumen, for Zeno was a Phoenician Greek
of Cyprus, and Chrysippus, the St. Paul who defined
and established 2 Stoicism, a Cilician like the Apostle.

In spite of its origin Stoicism proved wonderfully
adapted to the practical Roman character, and under
the tyranny of the early Caesars it formed the only
impregnable fortress3 of liberty for the noblest
Romans. It reached its culmination, and found its
highest exponents as a living creed in the courtier
Seneca, the Phrygian slave Epictetus, and the
-emperor Marcus Antoninus. ’

Stoic philosophy consisted of Logic, Physics, and
Ethics.4 Logic, which comprised Dialectics and

1 Zrod wouxiAn.
2 el uh ydp v Xpbokwos, obx &v Av %rod, an anonymous

verse quoted by Diog. Laert. Chrys. 5.
3 viil. 41, 48, .8 viii. 13.



STOICISM

Rhetoric, was the necessary instrument of all
speculation ;! but Marcus found no satisfaction in
either branch of it, nor in such Physics as dealt
with Meteorology.2 _

The key-note of Stoicism was Life according lo
Nature, and Marcus was converted to the pursuit
of this possibly by Sextus the Boeotian.® By
¢ Nature” was meant the controlling Reason of the
Universe.t A study of Physics was necessary for a
proper understanding of the Cosmos and our position
in it, and thus formed the scientific basis of philosophy ;
but it was regarded as strictly subordinate, and
merely a means to an end.

Though he confesses to some disappointment in his
progress therein,® there is no doubt that Marcus was
well versed in Stoic Physics. Fully recognizing the
value of a scientific spirit of enquiry,® he describes’it
as a characteristic of the rational soul to “go the
whole Universe through and grasp its plan,”?
affirming that “no man can be good without correct
notions as to the Nature of the Whole and his own
constitution.” 8

To the Stoics the Universe—God and Matter *—was
One, all Substance, unified by the close ‘sympathy’ 10
and interdependence of the parts, forming with the
rational Power, that was co-extensive with it, a single
entity. The Primary Being, by means of its inform-

1 See Epict. i. 17.

24.7,17, § 4; vii. 67; viii. 1.

3i. 9,81, 17, §5. But Rusticus (i. 7) and Maximus
(i. 15) were his chief instructors in Stoicism.

4 vii. 11, 8 vii. 67.
6 x. 11. 7xi. 1, §2
8 viii. 52 ; xi. 5. 9 alriov and Ay,

10 jv, 27; v. 26; ix. 9, § 3.
xxii M



STOICISM

ing Force,lacting as igneous or atmospheric current 2
upon inert matter, evolved out of itself a Cosmos,
subsequent modifications being by way of con-
sequence.® This Universe is periodically destroyed
by fire,® thus returning again to its pristine Being,
only however to be created anew® on the same
plan even to the smallest details; and so on for
ever.

God and Matter being thus indistinguishable, for
all that was not God in its original form was God in
an indirect sense as a manifestation of him, the
Stoic creed was inevitably pantheistic. It was also
materialistic ; for the Stoics, allowing existence to
nothing incorporeal, by means of their strange theory
of air-currents ¢ inherent even in abstract things such
as virtue, rendered not only them but God himself
corporeal, terming him the « perfect living Being.” 7
But their conceptions on this point seem to be really
irreconcilable, for while on the one hand they speak
of the Supreme Power by such names as Zeus, Cause
or Force, Sopl, Mind, or Reason of the Universe,
Law or Truth, Destiny, Necessity, Providence, or
Nature of the Whole, on the other they identify it -
with such terms as Fiery Fluid, or Heat, Ether
(warm air) or Pneuma (atmospheric current).

! gxeppatinds Adyos (used by Justin of Christ), iv. 14, 21 ;
vi. 24 ; ix. 1 ad fin.

2 xvebua, This set up tension (7évos), resulting in expan-
sion and contraction (cp. our attraction and repulsion) and
gave to things shape, quality, and relation.

3 vi. 36, §2; ix. 1, § 4.

4 v. 13, 32; x. 7. The doctrine of éxmipwois was Hera-
cl}'&n. cp. St. Peter, Ep. ii. 3,7 ; Justin, Apol. i. 20; ii. 7.

wakiyyeveola, vii. 19; xi. 1. cp. St. Matt. xix. 28.
99 wyebpara. 7 iv. 40; x. 1.
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STOICISM

Other physical theories were borrowed from Hera-
clitus, and Marcus constantly alludes to these, such as
the “ downward and upward ” round of the elements!
as they emanate from the primary Fire, air passing
into fire, fire into earth, earth into water and so back
again,? and the famous doctrine that all things are in
flux.3

Man consists of Body, Soul, Intelligence, or Flesh,
Pneuma, and the Ruling Reason.* But the yuyy
(sou]) can be looked upon in two ways, as
m'evp.aﬂov, an exhalation from blood,5 and as 1) voepd,

% Aoywy Yuxi, i.e. the ruling Reason. It is the
latter, a “morsel” or “ efflux” ¢ from the Divine, which
' constitutes the real man. Marcus often speaks of
this rational nature? of a man as his daemon, or
genius enthroned within hxm,iand makes the whole
problem of life depend upon how this Reason treats
itself. As all that is rational is akin, we are formed
for fellowship with others and, the universe being one,
what affects a part of it affects the whole. Reason
is as a Law to all rational creatures, and so we are all
citizens of a World-state.® In this cosmopolitanism
the Stoics approached the Christian view, ethics
being divorced from national politics and made of
universal application. It was no cloistered virtue the
Stoics preached, showing how a man can save his
own soul, but a practical positive goodness ;1° though
it cannot be denied that the claims of adrdpkewa

! fvw kdrw. vi. 17; ix. 28. ’ 2 jv, 46.
3 dwavra pei, ii. 17; iv. 3a.dﬁ-n., 36; v.10; vi. 15; vii. 25;
ix. 19; x. 7. 4 iii. 16 ; xii. 3.

5 v, 33 vi. 15, or {w-ﬁ, an mhalat-lon from the air.
8 i, 1;ii.4; v. 7 x

ii. l7 H iii. 7 16; v 27, etc., and he calls this God, iii. 3§
. 10 ; xii. 26. 10 vi. 30.
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STOICISM

(the self-sufficiency of the Inner Self) and kowwvia
(social interdependence of parts of a common whole)
are not easy to reconcile. It is certain, however,
that the Stoic admission of slaves into the brother-
hood of man had an ameliorating effect upon slavery,
and the well-known bias of Marcus in favour of
enfranchisement may well have been due to his
creed.!

From virtue alone can happiness and peace of
mind result, and virtue consists in submission to the
higher Power and all that he sends us, in mastery over

_our animal nature, in freedom from all perturbation,?
and in the entire independenceof the Inner Self. Since
life is Opinion3 and everything but what we think
it, the vital question is what assent we give to the
impressions of our senses. “ Wipe out imagination,”

'says Marcus, time after time, “and you are saved.”*
“Do not think yourself hurt and you remain
unhurt.” > He longs for the day when he shall
cease to be duped by his impressions and pulled like
a puppet by his passions,® and his soul shall be in a
great calm. But virtue must also show itself, like
faith, in right actions. It means not only self-
control but justice and benevolence to others and
piety towards the Gods.

By the Gods Marcus sometimes means the con-
trolling Reason,” sometimes, apparently, Gods in a
more popular sense, such as are even visible to the

! See Digest, xxviii. 4. 3. 2 &rapatfa, ix. 31.

3iv. 3; vii. 17; xl 18 §7, ete.

4 xii. 25.

6 i, 2; iii. 16; vi. 16 etc )

7 xii. 5 ; vi. 44 viii. 17, iii. 3; ix. 1. He even calls the
Supreme N ature ﬂ'pedﬂwd'rﬂ Ty fedv, ix. 1,
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STOICISM

eyes.! He often puts the alternative God (or Gods)
and Atoms,? but himself firmly believes that there
are immortal Gods® who care for mankind, live
with them, and help even bad men.t He bids
himself call upon them, follow them,® be their
minister, live with them and be likened to them.$
They too are part of the Cosmos and subject to- its
limitations, and by our own loyalty to Destiny we
contribute to the welfare and permanence of God
himself. But a predestined Order of things involved
fatalism, and the Stoics were hard put to it to
maintain the complete freedom of the will.
Unfortunately the Stoic scheme left no room for

Immortality. At most a soul could only exist till the
next conflagration, when it must be absorbed again
into the Primary Being. Seneca indeed, who was no
true Stoic, speaks in almost Christian terms of a
new and blissful life to come,” but Epictetus turns
resolutely, and Marcus with evident reluctance, from
a hope so dear to the human heart. In one place
the latter even uses the expression “another life,” 8
and finds it a hard saying that the souls of those who
were in closest communion with God should die for
ever when they die.? But he does not repine. He
is ready for either fate, extinction or transference
elsewhere.10
~ One more question remains, that of Suicide. The
Stoics allowed this, if circumstances made it im-

1 xii. 28 ; iii. 16; viii. 19: & HAios kal of Aoiwol Geol.

2jv. 3,8§2; viii. 17 ; xi. 18, § 1.

3 ji. 11; vii. 70. ot ix. 11, 27, 40,

5 A Stoic precept. -8 ¢p. Julian, Conv. 421.
7 Ep. 54, 102; Polyb. Consol. 28 ; ad Marciam, 25,
8 jii. 3. xii. 5.

10 jy, 21; xi. 3; xii. 31.
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STOICISM

possible for a man to maintain his moral standard.!
The door is open, but the call must be very clear.2
Still the act seems quite inconsistent with the
doctrine of submission to Destiny, and the classing
of things external as indifferent.

In this brief sketch of Stoicism much has perforce
been omitted, and much may seem obscure, but
Marcus confesses that things are in a manner so
wrapped up in mystery that even the Stoics have
found them difficult to apprehend.”3 This at
least we know, that Stoicism inspired some of
the noblest lives ever lived, left its humanizing
impress upon the Roman Law, which we have
inherited, and appeals in an especial way to some of
the higher instincts of our nature.

1y 29;ix. 2.
2 xi. 3; Epict. i. 29, § 28; i. 24 ad fin. ; iii. 13, § 14.
3 v. 10.
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P = Codex Palatinus (Xylander), = T (Schenkl).
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[ 1 Words in the text which should probably be omitted.
t  Doubtful readings in the text.

“ 7 mark quotations or words of a speaker.

¢ mark proverbial, colloguial, or poetical expressions.
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MAPKOY AYPHAIOY ANTONINOY

ATTOKPATOPOZ

TQN EIS EAYTON

BIBAION A .

a'. Mapd Tod wammov Odripov, T0 raénbes
Kal uopfyn'rov.

B. Mapa s Sokns kal /.wn,u.m ‘T‘I]S‘ Tepi Tob
yevvijoavTos, To aLSn,uov xal appevucov

v. Tapa Tis ,u.'q'rpoe, 'ro 0&00’6,369 xai pera-
SoTikov  Kal a¢e/c'rwov oV udvov Tob raxoTouely,
a)\?\,&. kal Tod e7n evvomc yivesOar Tocav'rm-- ém
8¢ 10 MTov kata Ty Slatrav ral woppw Tis
mAovaLaKis Sta'ywryﬁs

d. Hapa Tod Wpovréwvrou, TO p7) els Snuoaias
Sm'rpt,Bac pocrijoar, Kal 10 ayaﬁozc 3¢8aa'lca7\otc
xaT olxoy xpna’aa’eat, Kal 10 yvévas, 81u els Td
TotabTa 8¢l éxTevds avalicrew.

! sc. ' I had an example of,” ‘‘ was in the way to learn.”
But the construction varies and sometimes a direct statement
of characteristics is given. It is obvious that Marcus does
not claim to possess all the good qualities enumerated.

2 Died be?ore 136. The grandfather of M. (§ 1) died



MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS
THE EMPEROR

TO HIMSELF

"BOOK 1

1. From My GRrANDFATHER VERUs,! a kindly dis-
position and sweetness of temper.

2. From WHAT I HEARD oF MY FATHER? AND MY
MEMORY OF HIM, modesty and manliness.

3. From My MotHER, the fear of God, and
generosity ; and abstention not only from doing ill
but even from the very thought of doing it; and
furthermore to live the simple life,? far removed from
the habits of the rich.

4. From My GRANDFATHER’S FATHER,! to dispense
with attendance at public schools, and to enjoy good
teachers at home,® and to recognize that on such
things money should be eagerly spent.
aged nearly 90 in 138 (Capit. Vit. Mar. vi. 1; Vit
Piiiv. 2).

3 cp. Aristides, ad Reg. § 115 (Jebb) dialrns edréreia (of
Marcus). '

4 Catilius Severus, praef. wrbi, who hoped to succeed
Hadrian (Spart. Vit. Hadr. v. 10 ; xxiv. 6).

8 Capit. Vit. Mar. (ii. 3-iii. 4) gives a list of these.
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MARCUS AURELIUS

€. Ilapa Tod Tpopéws, 16 wire Ilpaciavos
;fﬁ're Bem,s'navéc, /L:I;'TG\ Ha)}pov)\u’pw? f) Z'/cov;r—
dpeos :yeve;o‘@at' xai 7o bepémovoy Kai o)\uyo:b‘ees‘\,
kal TO adTovpyikdv Kal ATONUTpayuov: Kai TO
Svampéodextov SaBords.

<. Hapa AcoyriTov, 10 drevesmovdor: kal To
AT TYTIKOY TOTS VO TOY TEpaTEVOUévOY Kal yorT-
wv Tepl émepddv Kal mwepl Sarpovwy dmomouTijs
Kai TV ToLoUTwY Neyouévors:  kal TO u1) épTuyo-
1;p¢3¢eiv, undé wepi Ta TotaiTa émwroficlar Kxai To
avéxeobar mappnoias:  kal 1o oiketwbivar pero-
codia Kal TO drodoar mpdTov pév Baxxet’ov, eita
Tavddoibos xal Mapriavoit: kal To ypdyra
Stakoyovs év maidic rai To gxipmodos xai Sopas
émlbvpijcar kal 6ca Totatta Tis ‘EXAnuikis
ayoyis éxopeva.

¢. Tlapa ‘Povorikov, 76 NaBelv ¢avraciav
Tob xpnlew Sropfdoews kai Oepamelas Tod Hfovs:
xal 7o un ékTpamivas els {Hilov codioTikdy, unde
T0 auyypdde mepi TOY BewpnudTwv, % wpoTpem-
Tika Noydpia Siahéyeabai, ) pavraciomhikTws
TOV ATKNTIKOY 1) TOV €VepyeTirov dvdpa émideikvu-
olar ral 7o dmogTivar pnTopikiis Kal ToTIKTs
kal doTelohoyias' Kxal To ui) év aTONf) Kkat olkow

1 The name has perhaps dropped out. Capit. Vit. Pii x. §
has an anecdote of the death of the educator of Marcus, but
Aristides in his funeral oration on Alexander of Cotiaeum
calle the latter not enly 3:3dokaros but rpopeds to Marcus
and Verus (Jebb’s Ed. §149). But he is mentioned below
§ 10.

2 Capit. Vit. Ver. vi. 2 ; Malalas xi. ad fin.

3 Dio (71. 6, §2) calis M. ¢iréxovos. .

4 A Diognetus taught M. painting (Capit. iv. 9).

5 ¢p. Capit. xiii. 6; Dio 71. 9, § 2 (Xiphilinus).



BOOK 1

5. From My Turor,! not to side with the Green
Jacket or the Blue? at the races, or to back the
Light-Shield Champion or the Heavy-Shield in the
lists ; not to shirk toil,® and to have few wants,
and to domy own work, and mind my own concerns;
and to turn a deaf ear to slander.

6. From DioeNETUS,* not to be taken up with
trifles; and not to give credence to the statements
of miracle-mongers and wizards® about incantations
and the exorcizing. of demons® and such-like
marvels ; and not to keep quails, nor to be excited
about such things: not to resent plain speaking ;
and to become familiar with philosophy and be a
hearer ‘first of Baccheius, then of Tandasis and
Marcianus ; and to write dialogues as a boy; and
to set my heart on a pallet-bed and a pelt”? and
whatever else tallied with the Greek regimen.

7. FroMm Rusticus, to become aware of the fact
that I needed amendment and training for my char-
acter; and not to be led aside into an argumentative
sophistry ; nor compose treatises on speculative sub-
jects, or deliver little homilies,? or pose ostentatigusl;
as the moral athlete or unselfish man ; and to eé‘cﬁ#
rhetoric,’® poetry, and fine language ; and not to go

8 Undoubtedly refers to the Christians, see Digest L. 13.1,
§ 3, and ¢p. Justin, Apol. ii. 6 of Rome itself. The Christians
constantly boasted of their power to exorcize : Tert. 4pol.
23; Iren. ii. 6, § 2; Lact. v. 21. cp. also the legend of
Abercius and his visit to Rome to cure Lucilla.

7 Capit. Vit. Mar. ii. 6

81i. 17, §§4, 6. cp. Digest. xlix. 1. 1, §3 ** Rusticus, our
friend ” ; Capit. iii. 3; Them. Orat. xiii. 173 ¢; Fronto, ad
Ant. 1. 2. 9 Aoydpia (ratiunculae). cp. Epict. i. 29. 55.

¥ 17, § 4. cp. Yronto, ad Ant. i. 2 (Nab. p. 96); de
Eloqu. 3 (Nab. p. 150). Dio (71. 33, § 1) says M. was &rxnfels
év Tols fyropikols Adyars.
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MARCUS AURELIUS

mepuraTely, undé TA TotadTa Moty Kal TO Ta
émioToMa aperds ypdpew, olov To vm’ adTod
ToUTOV amo Swvoéoons TH unTpi pov ypadév
Kal TO wPOs TOUS Yahewivavras kai WANUUENT)-
gavtas ebavak\jTws kal eUStaA\dkTws, émeidav
tdyiora avTol émaveNOeiv éfejowot, Sea-
ketoBar  kal 70 akpBids dvaywworew xai un
aprelalar mwepwooivTa ohoayepdst undé Tois
mepihalobor Tayéws cvykatatifecbar kal TO
évtvyety Tois ’Emutyrelors Umouvipacw, ov
olxobev petédwrev.

7. Hapa ’Amol\wviov, 10 é\evfepov Kai
avappiBorws axvBevtoy: xal wpos undév dANo
amofB\émew undé ém’ O\iyov 1) mpos Tov Adryov-
xal TO del dpoww, év d\yndociv ofeiass, év amo-
Bo\fi Téxvov, év paxpais vécows xai TO émi
mapadelypatos {dvros (detv évapyds, 6Ti StvaTas
0 alTos opodporaTos elvar kal dvetpévos: kxal
10 év Tals éfnyfjoect piy SvoxepavTikov: kai
70 (d¢lv dvBpwmov capds éNdyioTor TOY éavTod
Kka\@viyyovpevoy T éumepiar kal Ty vrpéy-
clav T mepi 70 mwapadibovar Ta fewpriuata-
xal 10 pabeiv, mds Set AauBdveww Tas doxoloas
xéfnaq ’wa?&, ¢L’7,\.mv, papTe ,e’f'q'r'ra')/.cevov e
ravTa pite avaiocbitws rapamréumovra.

0. Hapa Zéfrov, T evpevés: kal 16 mapd-

1 As Marcus in the case of Herodes, see Philost. Vit. Soph.
ii. 12 (Kayser’s ed. p. 243).

2 cp. Fronto, ad Caes. v. 36. Capit. (Vit. Pii x. 4) and
Luoian (Demonax 31) shew him in a different light, as
ill-mannered and avaricious. He is mentioned as ’Avrwvivov
éraipos by Epiphanius.

3 See the behaviour of Marcus on the death of M. Annius
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BOOK 1

about the house in my robes, nor commit any such
breach of good taste; and to write letters without
affectation, like his own letter written to my mother
from Sinuessa ; to shew oneself ready to be reconciled
to those who have lost their temper and trespassed
against one, and ready to meet them halfway as soon
as ever they seem to be willing to retrace their steps!;
to read with minute care and not to be content with
a superficial bird’s-eye view ; nor to be too quick in
agreeing with every voluble talker; and to make the
acquaintance of the Memoirs of Epictetus, which he
supplied me with out of his own library.

8. From APOLLomm,“L;ﬂ{_‘-_tglia_lwnd_m_xmequi-
vocal determination not¥o leave anything to chance ;
and to Took to nothing else even for.a moment save
Reason alone ; and to remain ever the same, in the
throes of pain, on the loss of a child,® during a linger-
ing illness ; and to see plainly from a living example
that one and the same man can be very vehement
and yet gentle: not to be impatient in instructing
others; and to see in him a man who obviously
counted as the least among his gifts his practical
experience and facility in imparting philesophic
truths; and to learn in accepting seeming favours
from friends 4 not to give up our independence for
such things nor take them callously as a matter of
course.

9. From Sexrus,’ kindliness, and the example of a

Verus, aged 7, at Praeneste in 169 (Capit. xxi. 3), and on the
death of his first-born son T. Aelius Antoninus soon after birth
in 147. (Corp. Inscrip. Graec. Boeckh 3176.) cp. Dio 71.34, §5.
4 ¢p. Fronto, ad Appian. (Nab. p. 246).
5 Capit. iii. 1. He was of Chaeronea and grandson of
Plutarch. cp. Suidas sub voce: ‘‘He was held in such
honour by the Emperor as to act as his assessor on the bench.”

7



MARCUS AURELIUS

Sevypa Tod olkov Tod matpovouovuévov: kal THY
&vvotav Tob Kata ¢low Gy kai TO Teuvov
‘amNdoTwS' Kai TO OTOXATTIKOY TRV Pilwy
kndepovinds Kal TO AvexTiKOY TRV (SLwTOY Kai
+70 :ieea')(mfov olouévawr.t

Kal 70 mpds wdvras evdpposTov, doTe Kohax-
elas uév mdoms mpoonresTépav €lvar T
ouiNay adTob, alleqipdTaTor 8¢ avTols éxeivors
wap alTov éxeivov TOV Kaipov €lval Kai TO KaTa-
MTTIk@s Kkal 08p éEevpeTindv Te Kal TakTikov
TV els Biov dvayraiwv doyudTwy.

Kai 70 undé éudaaiv wote dpyfis 1) dAAov Tivds
wdlovs Tapacyeiv, dA\a dua pev dmabéocTaTov
elvat, Gua 8¢ ¢ilooTopyoTaTor Kai TO eldnuov
kal ToUTo dyrodnTi® Kai TO molvualés davem:-
pavres.

J. Tapa 'AeEdvdpov T0b ypappatikod, T
dvemimAneTov xal T0 ui) ovedioTinds émihapBdu-
eclas Tdv PBdpBapov % colowkév TL ) dmwyyés
wpoeveykapévwy, AAN émidefiws adTo wovov éxeivo,
o e elpfiglas, mpodépeabar, év Tpome amoxpio-
ews 7 ovvempapTvprigews 1) cuvdiahifrews Tepl
abdTod ToD wWpdyuatos, obxl wepi Tod prjuartos,
% 8 érépas Twos TowaiTns éuuelods mapvmro-
UVTTEWS. :

w'. Tlapa Ppovrwvos, 10 émorijoar, ola
Tveax:'vm‘yfﬁag'xgvia xa:i wotxc),w'a xal f:vréxpwzq,
kai 8t @s émimav oi xaloluevor olTor map’
Nuiv edmatpidar doTopysTepol mws eigiv..

1 Of Cotiseum, see Aristides, Orat. xii. 142 ff. (Jebb’s Ed.).
Helived toagreat age. He was in Rome in 145 (see ibid. § 159)
and resided at the palace (§§ 148, 154). See above on i. 5.
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BOOK 1

household patriarchally governed ; and the conception
of life in accordance with Nature; and dignity
without affectation; and an intuitive eonsideration
for friends; and a toleration of the unlearned and
the unreasoning.

And his tactful treatment of all his friends, so
that simply to be with him was more delightful
than any flattery, while at the same time those who
enjoyed this privilege looked up to him with the
utmost reverence; and the grasp and method
which he shewed in discovering and marshalling
the essential axioms of life.

And never to exhibit any symptom of anger or any
other passion, but to be at the same time utterly
impervious to all passions and full of natural affection ;
and to praise without noisy obtrusiveness, and to
possess great learning but make no parade of it.

10. FroM ALEXANDER THE GRAMMARIAN,! not to be
captious ; nor in a carping spirit find fault with those
who import into their conversation any expression
which is barbarous or ungrammatical or mispro-
nounced, but tactfully to bring in the very expression,
that ought to have been used, by way of answer, or
as it were in joint support of the assertion, or as a
joint consideration of the thing itself and not of the
language, or by some such graceful reminder.

11. From FronTo, to note the envy, the subtlety,
and the dissimulation which are habitual to a tyrant ;
and that, as a general rule, those amongst us who
rank as patricians are somewhat wanting in natural
affection.?

2 See Fronto, ad Ver. ii. 7 (Naber, p. 135; cp. p. 231).
Marcus acknowledges greater debts to Fronto elsewhere,
e.g. ad Caes. iii. 12, Verum dicere ex te disco. Ea re prosum
dis hominibusque ardua.

9



MARCUS AURELIUS

LB’ Hapa AMEavSpov Tod IM\arwvicod, To
) 'rroM\ams‘ undé xwpw ava/mc Xefyew mpos
Twa 1) év émioToNf vypa¢oew, i ao‘xo)\os‘ eue
undeé 8m ToUTOU 'rov 'rpé-irou o‘vvexw? mapalr-
ewetu T4 KaTd TAS WPOS TOUS o‘u,u,&ovwas‘
oxéoels m{.enxov'ra mpoBalNopevoy TA TeEpL-
€rTATA TPAYUATA.

vy IIapa Ka’rov?\.ov, To ,u.n oMrywpws‘ exew
didov at,'nwp.evou e, xav TUXN GAOYWS al.-ruo-
J€VOS, GANQ 'n'ecpaa'eat kall amokabiordvas émi To
ovrnles: «al 'ro wepl TV &Saafca)\wv éxbvpws
eu¢17,u,ov, ola 'ra mepl Ao,u.e'ﬂ.ou2 xal, A0nvo$o*rou
a'rropvn,uovevop,:sva' kal T mepl T& Téxva aAnl-
whs dyamnTiKoy.

8. Ilapa Tod aSe)\dJov pov eovrjpov, TO ¢L7\ouc-
etov xal qbt?\a)m@es xal qba)\o&xaww kal 10 &
adTov  yrdvar @pao’eav, ‘ErBidiov, Kdrwva,
Awwa, Bpou'rou' xac gbav'rao'mv Mt,&sw moNTElas
wovop.ov, xat lo6TnTa Kal wnryopmv Stotrov-
,u,em;c, xai ,Bam,)\ems- 'n/.cwanc 'rravnov ,ua)\.ca--ra
mv e’)»eveepbav TGV apgcop,ewov- mu ére 7rapa Tob
avTod TO o,u.a?\es‘ kat opdrovov év TH Tepd) Tis
gnhoo'mﬁcaq' kai TO euvrom'nxov, mu To ev,u,e'ra-

oTov ékTevds, xai 10 ebehme, xKal To 7rw-rev'rucov
7T€pb ToD VMo Twu (;bﬂwv qbt)»ewear xal 70 av-
em/cpu'rr-rov 7rpoc 'rovs' Katayvéoews v avrod
rvfyxavov-ras" xal 'ro /.u; 3€wﬁat gTOX AT pOD Tovs
qbc)»ovs‘ a.v'rou mepl ToD, Ti Oéher ) T( ob Oéer,
ai\a Sijhov elvat.

! This seems at first sight like our inaccurate ‘‘try and,
but kal must mean even.

2 Aountlov PAD. For Aouerlov c¢p. Herodian i. 3, § 4;
C.1.G:. 4154, ete. 3 aueres PAD : duards Cor,
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\d

12. FRoM ALEXANDER THE PLATONIST,! not to say to
anyone often or without necessity, nor write in a
letter, I am too busy, nor in this fashion constantly
plead urgent affairs as an excuse for evading the
obligations entailed upon us by our relations towards
those around us.

13. From CaTuLus,? not to disregard a friend’s ex-
postulation even when it is unreasonable, but to try
to bring him back to his usual friendliness ; and to
speak with whole-hearted good-will of one’s teachers,
as it is recorded that Domitius ® did of Athenodotus ;
and to be genuinely fond of one’s children.

14. FroMm My ‘ BROTHER ’ SEVERUS;! love of family,
love of truth, love of justice, and (thanks to him!) to
know Thrasea, Helvidius, Cato, Dion, Brutus )and the
conception of a state with one law for all, based upon
individual equality and - freedom of speech, and of a
sovranty which prizes above all things the liberty of
the subject;]and furthermore from him also to set a °
well-balanced and unvarying value on philosophy ;
and readiness to do others a kindness, and eager
generosity, and optimism, and confidence in the
love of friends; and perfect openness in the case
of those that came in for his censure; and the
absence of any need for his friends to surmise
what he did or did not wish, so plain was it.

1 See Phil. Vit. Soph. ii. 5, p.247 Kays. He was summoned by
Marcus to Pannonia about 174 and made his Greek secretary.

2 A Stoic, see Capit. iii. 2.

3 Domitii were among the maternal ancestors of Marcus,
and an Athenodotus was Fronto’s teacher (ad Caes. iv. 12;
Nab. p. 73).

4 See Index II. He was father of the son-in-law of Marcus.
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€. lapa Makipov, 7o /cpa-re'il; éavtod xai
kaTa undev mepidopov elvar ral 1o ebfvuov &v Te
Tais dANas wepioTdoest Kal év Tals voooist Kai
70 eﬁx(aa'rou Tob 9fovs kai pethixiov kai yepapov:
kal T0 o0 OXETAWS KATEPYATTIKOY TAV Trpo-
xelpévwv.

Kai 70 mdvras adrd miorevew, mepi dv Néyor,
87t oltws Ppovel, rkal mwepi dv mpdrTot, 8TL
oV xards mpdrter. xai 170 alajuasTov Kai av-
éxmAnkToY, Kal undauod émetyouevoy 7 oxvodv 7
aunyxavoiv 1) Katndés 1) mwpogeanpds, f) walw
Quuovpevov 1 Dpopduevoy.

Kai 710 edepyerinov kai To cuyyvwpovikov
kal 70 d\revdés: kai To ddiacTpodov mailov 9
Siopfovpévov pavraciav mapéyew: xai 61i ovTe
w10n dv moré Tis Vmepopdcbar vm adrod, obTe
Umépewer Gy kpeitTova avTod alTov vmolaBeiv
kal T0 evyapevtifeafar.t!

i5’. [lapa Tod mwatpds, T fuepov, kai peveTikov
acakevrws éml TOV éEnTacuéves kplbévtor: kal
10 axevédofov mepi Tas Soxovoas Tiuds kal TO
diNdmovor kal évbehexés' kal TO drovaTikov TV
e’xév'rwv 7L KOwwpeNes eia':bé/::a’v' xal 70 d‘n'ap?-
TpémT@s [\ew ) 0% kar naf:\,av AT OVEUNTIK OV
éxdoTe: kal To Eumetpov, Tob uév Ypela évTdoews,
mod O¢ avésews: kai TO wavocar TA WEPL Tovs
épwTas TOV pepariov.

! 3 xapievri(ecfar Menag. : ebxap: év Tais duwkiais Leop. :
etixapt év v ... . [(edBa: Schenkl. 2 &el Tob Schenkl.

14,16, § 9; viii. 25. Sce Capit. iii. 2; Index II.

2 Marcus raised a temple to Edepyecia, a new deity. See
Dio 71. 34, § 3. 3 cp. iii. 5.
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BOOK I

15. From Maximus,! self-mastery and stability of -
purpose ; and cheeriness in sickness as well as in
all other circumstances; and a character justly
proportioned of sweetness and gravity ; and to perform
without grumbling the task that lies to one’s hand.

And the confidence of every one in him that what
he said was also what he thought, and that what he
did was done with no ill intent. And not to shew
surprise, and not to be daunted ; never to be hurried,
or hold back, or be at a'loss, or downcast, or smile a
forced smile, or, again, be ill-tempered or suspicious.

And beneficence? and placability and veracity ; and
to give the impression of a man who cannot deviate
from the right way rather than of one who is kept
in it 3; and that no one could have thought himself
looked down upon by him, or could go so far as to
imagine himself a better man than he ; and to keep
pleasantry within due bounds.

16. From My Faruer,® mildness, and an unshak-
able adherence to decisions deliberately come -to;
and no empty vanity in respect to so-called honours ;
and a love of work and thoroughness ; and a readiness
to hear any suggestions for the common good; and -
an inflexible determination to give every man his
due ; and to know by experience when is the time
to insist and when to desist; and to suppress all
passion for boys.®

4 Here Pius, his adoptive father, is meant, not as above
(i. 2) his father Verus. For a first sketch of this eulogy of
Pius see below vi. 30.

5 It is not quite clear whether this means that Pius had
put away this vice from himself or others, but the active verb
seems rather to favour the latter view. Capit. Vit. P ii. 1,
calls him clarus moribus (cp. also Aur. Vict. de Caes. xv.), but
Julian says he was cdgpwy ob T& és *A¢podirny.
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Kai % xowovonuosivy, kai 1o épeiablar Tois
dirots  uiTe oudeimvely alTd mdvTws prTE
ocuvvaTodnuely émdvayxes: ael 8¢ Gupotov adTov
xatalapPBdvecOar Omo Tdv Sia ypeias Tivas
) ! \ \ \ ) ~ 3.
amohetpfévror: rai 10 {yTnTicoy axpiBis év

~ / v a2 3y 0 » 1
Tots aupBouliots, xal émiuovov, AAN + olToe
mpoaméatyt Tis épedvns aprealeis Tais wpo-
xelpois pavraciars: kai 16 SraTnpnrikoy THY

/- ~ (4 7 \ 3 4
diAwv xal undapod drixopov unde émipavés
kal 10 abrapkes év wavTi, kal o Gaidpov: Kai TO
moppwley mpovonTiky, Kai TdY éNaxicTwy Tpo-
StoLknTinoy aTpayddws.

Kai 10 1as émPBorjoeis kal masav xolaxelav
PR s A ~ AN [N DR
én’ adrod ogTalivar xal TO GUNakTIKOY del TGV
avaykaiov T apxf, K&l TAULEVTIKOY THS XOPNY-
tas, xal vmoueveTikov Tis émwl TOY ToLOUTWY
TGV KataiTidoews xal TO pigre mepl Oeovs

’
Setaidarpov, pite mepl dvBpdmovs Smuorxomikoy
9 dpeckevTikoy 7 OxAoxapés, arka vidov é
waoe, xal BéBatov, kai pmdauod dmeipoxarov
undé kaworopov.

Kai 70 7ois els edudpeiav Biov ¢épov¢r£ T,
wvn 'rvxn mapéye 8a1[r0vetav, xmya"rucov wru¢ws-
dpa ral a1rpo¢a0'w'rws‘, daTe wapov'rwv pév
avemiTnleiTws dmrecbar, amovTwy 8¢ uy Setobar
kal T0 pundé dv Twa elmely pijre 81L codioTis,
pijTe 8T odepvdxhos mijte 8TL aYONATTuKdS,
) bl (4 ’_\ 14 /- ’ ’
al\’ OTL avnp TEMELPOS, TENELOS, AKONAKEUTOS,

1 o5 70 PA : otiror Stich : d7¢ od Gat. : obwore Cor,
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BOOK I

And his public spirit, and his not requiring his
friends at all to sup with him or necessarily attend
him abroad,! and their always finding him the
ssame when any urgent affairs had kept them
away; and the spirit of thorough investigation
which he shewed in the meetings of his Council,
and his perseverance ; nay his never desisting
prematurely from an enquiry on the strength of
ofthand impressions; and his faculty for keeping
his friends and never being bored with them or
infatuated about them ; and his self-reliance in
every emergency, and his good humour; and his
habit of looking ahead and making provision for the
smallest details without any heroics.

And his restricting in his reign public acclamations
and every sort of adulation; and his unsleeping
attentjon to the needs of the empire, and his wise
stewardship of its resources, and his patient tolerance
of the censure that all this entailed ; and his freedom
from superstition with respect to the Gods and from
hunting for popularity with respect to men by
pandering to their desires or by courting the
mob: yea his soberness in all things? and stedfast-
ness ; and the absence in him of all vulgar tastes and
any craze for novelty.

And the example that he gave of utilizing without
pride, and at the same without any apology, all the
lavish gifts of Fortune that contribute towards the
comfort of life/so as to enjoy them when present as
a matter of course, and, when absent, not to miss
them : and no one could charge him with sophistry,
flippancy,?® or pedantry ; but he was a man mature,

! ¢p. Fronto, ad Caes. iii: 20; v. 44.
2 cp. St. Paul, Tim. ii. 4. 5.
3 lit. that he was a * home-bred slave,” i.e. impudent.
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mpoeaTdvar Svvduevos, Kkai TV €avTod Kai
A\,

Ipos TovTors 8¢ xail 7o -rt,u.n'rmbu TOV aABdds
(;bt)\oao(ﬁouv'rmv, Tois 86 d\hots ol e‘g‘ovetSta'r-
LKoY ov8e uny ev'rra.pwwayov v’ adriv e‘n
8e 70 evo,u.c)»ov ral evxapa o? xa‘rarcopms‘- ral
'ro Tod L&ov godpaTos e'rn,ue)\n'rmov éupérpws,
ov're s aw TS <;bt>»o§wos' obire 7rpos‘ xa)dwm-
w,u,ov obre unw oMfywpws', aM\ dore Sia
'rnv (8iav 7rpoo‘ox17v €ls o)wyw'ra tatpucijs xpné-
ew 1) papudrwy Ka:, emee,u.a'rwv éxTos.

Md\ioTa 8¢ 1o 'n'a.paxwpn’rmou aﬁaoxavws‘ 'rotS‘
8uva,uw Tiva xe;nn,uevozs‘, olov mv bpacTikn 4
v éE ioTopias vouwyv 1) é0dv 7 AAAwy TwdY
mpayudTov: Kai cvomovdacTikov avTols, (va
é’xaa'rot xata 'rt‘z i'SLa wporepﬁpa'ra eﬁSom,ué'mr
mdvra 8¢ kata Ta mdTpla mpdoowy, 008’ av'ro
TobTo émitndedwy daivesfar, TO Ta mdTpa
¢ov)»ao¢rew.

"Ere 8¢ 7o ,m) ev/u-:'raicwn'rov lcal pwr'raa"r-
ucou, dANa  kal ToTOLS, Ical 7rpa'y/.l.a0'l. Tols
adTols ev&a-rpwr'rucov' Kal To /.Le-r& TovS map-
oEvo',uous‘ 'rns‘ xe¢a7\a7vyms- veapov €u0u9 Kxal
u/c,u,awv 'n'pos‘ Ta o'vaen epfya- Kal TO i elvas
avTd wo)\.)»a, 'r& a,';roppm'a, arNa oM'yw"ra xal
o"n-amw'ra-ra, Kal TabTa Umep TOY Ko @y povoy'
kal TO e;u.¢pov xac pepetprpévov €y e Oecwpiiv
em*re)\eaet mu epvyaw Katackevais ral Stavopatc
kai Tols TowoUTOLs, <&> avBpdmov ! mpos adTo TO

1 &vBpomois PAD : & dvBpdmov Schenkl.

! Julian calls Marcus rerpdywvos—*‘ & man foursquare.”
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BOOK I

complete,! deaf to flattery, able to preside over his
own affairs and those of others.

Besides this also was his high appreciation of all
true philosophers without any upbraiding of the
others, and at the same time without any undue
subservience to them; then again his easiness of
access and his graciousness that yet had nothing
fulsome about it ; and his reasonable attention to his
bodily requirements, not as one too fond of life,
or vain of his outward appearance,? nor yet as one
who neglected it, but so as by his own carefulness
to need but very seldom the skill of the leech or
medicines and outward applications.

But most of all a readiness to acknowledge with-
out jealousy the claims of those who were endowed
with any especial gift, such as eloquence or know-
ledge of law or ethics or any other subject, and to
give them active support, that each might gain
the honour to which his individual eminence entitled
him; and his loyalty to constitutional precedent
without any parade of the fact that it was according
to precedent.

Furthermore he was mot prone to change or
vacillation, but attached to the same places and the
same things; and after his gpasms of violent head-
ache he would come back at oncé to his usual em-
ployments with renewed vigour; and his secrets
were not many but very few and at very rare intervals,
and then only political secrets; and he shewed
good sense and moderation in his management of
public spectacles, and in the construction of public
works, and in congiaria % and the like, as a man who

2 Capit. (Vit. Pii xiii. 1) says he wore stays to keep himself
upright in old age.
3 lit., ““ distributions.” cp. Capit. Vit. Piiiv. 9; viii. 11.
17
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Séov mpaybijvar dedoprdros, ov mpos T éml Tols
mpaylfeiaey etdofiav.

Odvk [év] dwpi NodoTns, odyxi ¢ihoikodopos,
od mepi Tas é8wdas émivontijs, ov mwepl éobiTwy
vpas kal xpbas, ov mwepl coudTwv dpas. T amo
Awpiov aT0NY) dvdyovoa dmo Tis kdTw éravews,
kal TOV év AavouBip Ta mwoAld.t TP TeAwwy
év Tolokots mapartovpuéve &s éypricato, Kkai
s 0 ToLoDTOS TPOTOS.

Oddév amnrés oddé unw ddvewmnTov ovdé
AdBpov ovd¢ ds dv Twa elmelv wore “ E&ws
(SpdTos” dANa mdvTa Siehupéva Aeloyioba,
s éml axol\fs, arapdyws, TeTayuévws, éppw-
pévws, cvpdpoves éavrols. édapudoee & v
adtd TO mepl ToD SwKPATOUS UVNUOVEVSUEVOY,
87 kal améyeabas xal amohavew édvvaTo TovTwY,
by moANol mpés Te TAs dmoxds dobfevds xai
wpos Tas amohavoes évdorikds Exovow. To 8¢
loyvew xal émikaprepeiv® kal évvidey éxatépy
dv%pés‘ éoTw dpTiov kal afTTyTOV YUYV EYOVTOS,
olov év T§ véow Th Ma&ipov.

f. Ilapa Tdv Oedv, 10 dyabods wdmwmovs,
dryabovs ryovéas, dyalyy adeldijv, dyabovs 8-
Sagrdlovs, aryabovs oikeiovs, ouyyeveis, pilovs,
axe§bv dmavras éxew xai & mwepi oz’ib‘éva avTy
mpoémeaoy TANupeNfioal TL Kaitol Sudfeo v Exwy
TotavTN, ad’ 1s, €l érvye, kdv Empakd Ti TocovTO’

1 &ri kaprepeiv PA : émiaprepeiv Cas.

1 Xen. Mem. 1. 3,§15. woAAol would here seem = o woAAdl.

2 The Greek may also mean ‘‘To be strong and to persist
without excess in each case is characteristic,” and éxarépp
suits this better.
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had an eye to what had to be done and not to the
credit to be gained thereby.

He did not bathe at all hours; he did not build -
for the love of building ; he gave no thought to his
food, or to the texture and colour of his clothes, or
the comeliness of his slaves. His robe came up from
Lorium, his country-seat in the plains, and Lanuvium
supplied his wants for the most part. Think of how
he dealt with the customs’ officer at Tusculum when
the latter apologized, and it was a type of his usual
conduct.

There was nothing rude in him, nor yet over-
bearing or violent nor carried, as the phrase goes,
“to the sweating state”; but everything was con-
sidered separately, as by a man of ample leisure,
calmly, methodically, manfully, consistently. One
might apply to him what is told of Socrates,! that
he was able to abstain from or enjoy those things
that many are not strong enough to refrain from
and too much inclined to enjoy. But to have
the strength to persist in the one case and be ab-
stemious in the other? is characteristic of a man who
has a perfect and indomitable soul, as was seen in the
illness of Maximus.

17. From 1HE Gobs, to have good grandfathers,?
good parents, a good sister, good teachers, good
companions, kinsmen, friends—nearly all of them ;
and that I fell into no trespass against any of them,
and yet I had a disposition that way inclined, such as
might have led me into something of the sort,* had

3 7.e. M. Annius Verus, three times consul (Dio 69. 21,
§ 1) and praef. urbi (Capit. i. 2), who died 138, and P. Cal-
visius Tullus, cons. suff. 109. See Capit. i. 3; Fronto, ad
Caes. iii. 2. 4ep. i 17, §6; xi. 18, § 4.
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Ty Oedv 8¢ edmoila TO pnlepiav ovvbpouny
mpaypdTov yevéalar, fTis EueA\é pe éNéyEen.

Kai 70 p1 émi mhéov Tpapijvar mapd TH marraxi
Tob mdmmov* Kal TO TRV dpav Siacdoar kai TO
i mpo dpas avdpwbivar, aAN’ ére kal émihafBetv
ToD ypovov.

To dpyovre kal matpi vmoraxOijvas, bs Euenhe
wavta Tov Tipov ddarpicely pov, kai els évvorav
dkew Tob 6711 Suvatdv éoTw év ald\i Pioivra
wijte  Sopuopricewy ypnleww pire  éabriTwv
anuetwddy  pite Aapmddwy kal avdpidvTwy
[Totdvdé Twwv] xai Tod opoiov xéumov: AGAN
éEeaTiv éyyurdTw (S1wTOV VG TéNNEW éavToV, Kal
;u‘;\b‘w‘z TodTo Tameworepov 1) pabuuirepov Exew
wPOS TA VTEP TAV KOWDY Tyyepovik@ds mpaxfnvar
Séovra.

To adehdod TotobTov TUXEY Suvauévov pdv
dia fjfovs émeyeipai pe wpos émpéletay éuavtod,
Gua 8¢ rxal Tipf kal oTopyh ebppaivovros ue
T0 waidia por apvii py yevécbar undé rara
T0 cwpdtiov SidoTpodar TO wy émi mwhéov e
mpokoYrar €v PpNTOPLKY Kal TouTLKy Kal Tois
dAocs émirndevpacw, év ols lows &v kateaxéOn,
el afouny éuavTov ebodws mpoidvta. TO PpAdoa
Tovs Tpodéas év dfiwpat. ratacTicai, o &

1 ep. ix. 21. After his father’s death Marcus was
brought up at his grandfather’s house (Capit. i. 7). - Capit.
(v. 3) says he migrated de maternis hortis much against his
will to the imperial palace when adopted by Hadrian. It
is possible but not likely that ‘‘grandfather” here means
Hadrian.

2 L. Verus, whose character was more of a warning than
an example, as Lucian Nigr. 19 calls Rome for its wickedness
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BOOK 1

it so chanced ; but by the grace of God there was no
such coincidence of circumstances as was likely to
put me to the test.

And that I was not brought up any longer with
my grandfather’s! concubine, and that I kept
unstained the flower of my youth ; and that I did not
make trial of my manhood before the due time, but
even postponed it.

That I was subordinated to a ruler and a father
capable of ridding me of all conceit, and of bringing
me to recognize that it is possible to live in a Court
and yet do without body-guards and gorgeous
garments and linkmen and statues and the like
pomp ; and that it is in such a man’s power to reduce
himself very nearly to the condition of a private
individual and yet not on this account to be more
paltry or more remiss in dealing with what the
interests of the state require to be done in imperial
fashion.

That it was my lot to have such a brother,? capable
by his character of stimulating me to watchful care
over myself, and at the same time delighting me by
his deference 3 and affection : that my children have
not been devoid of intelligence nor physxca]ly
deformed. That I did not make more progress in
rhetorict and poetry® and my other studies, in which
I should perhaps have been engrossed, had I felt
myself making good way in them. That I lost
no time in promoting my tutors to such posts of

yuuvdaiov &periis, see Epict. iii. 20, § 11. Marcus seems to
have been genuinely fond of him, see Fronto, ad Ver. ii. 1;
ad Caes. ii. 17 ; an cp. Arxshdes, Paneg. in Cyz §425 (Jehb)
3 Capit. Vit. Ver. viii. 5.
3 1.7. cp. Fronto, ad Caes. i. 8 ; ad Ant. i. "(Nab p. 96);
de Elog. 3(Na.b p- 150).
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! 7ot uh PA : pe Cas.

! e.g. Rusticus, cons. ii. in 162, and praef. urbi; Pro-
culus, see Capit. ii. 5.

2.9 3 Dio 71. 36, § 3.

4 Domitia Lucilla, dau. of P. Calvisius Tullus. She died
in 156, aged about 50. For her see above i. 3; viii. 25;
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BOOK I

honour! as they seemed to desire, and that I did not
put them off with the hope that I would do this
later on since they were still young. That I got to
know Apollonius, Rusticus, Maximus.

That I had clear and frequent conceptions as to
the true meaning of a life according to Nature,? so
that as far as the Gods were concerned and their
blessings and assistance and intention, there was
nothing to prevent me from beginning at once to
live in accordance with Nature, though I still come
short of this ideal by my own fault, and by not
attending to the reminders, nay, almost the instruc-
tions, of the Gods.

That my body holds out so long in such a life as
mine 3; that I did not touch Benedicta or Theodotus,
. but that even afterwards, when I did give way to
- amatory passions, I was cured of them ; that, though
-often offended with Rusticus, I never went so far as
to do anything for which I should have been sorry ;

that my mother,* though she was to die young, yet
_spent her last years with me.

That as often as I had the inclination to help any-
one, who was in pecuniary distress or needing any
other assistance, I was never told that there was no
money available for the purpose; and that I was
never under any similar need of accepting help from
another. That I have been blessed with a wife so
docile,® so affectionate, so unaffected ;¢ that I had no
lack of suitable tutors for my children.

Fronto, ad Caes. iv. 6 ; Capit. vi. 9. Her head appears on a
coin of Nicaea in Bithynia: 5 ¢p. Fronto, ad Caes. v. 11.

6 ¢p. Fronto, ad Pium 2, ad fin. for Pius’ opinion of his

daughter. The coiffure of the younger Faustina as seen on

coins is much simpler than that of her mother. She was
with Marcus in Pannonia for a time at least.
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To 8& ovel,pa'raw /301)017;1.«170, 3007711(1& akM
€ Kal s 1) wTVEWw al,u.a Kal ;u; L’)wy'ytau, xai
10 Tov év! Kavjry 1 & damep xpncn) "+ 8mrws Te
e'n'eﬂv,uno'a. ¢L)»00‘0¢ta9, ,u.n e/.mea'ew €is Twa gop-
Lo"rr;u, undé dmoxalicar émi Tods O'U'yfypa,¢€t5‘,"'z
] av)&?\.ofyw/.wvs‘ auakvew, i 'n-epl. Ta peTewpo-
Aoyikd xa-ra.'ywea'ﬂat. wavra yap Taira ¢ Oedv
Bonfédv kai Tixms Setral <Twos>.3’

\ 2 4 \ ~ 4 ’ 4
Ta év Kovdadors mpos T Tpavova. a

1 rodTov PA : 7d Tob &v Kaufirp “‘ Bowep xphon” Lofft.

2 7obs ovyypapeis PA: 70 ovyypdpew Reiske: éwxl Tob
ypigovs (riddles) Schenkl.

3 I have added 7wds to complete the apparent senarius,
the source of which is not known.

4 It is not clear what this numeral (= 1) represents.

! ¢p. Fronto, ad Caes. iii. 9, and below, ix. 27. Marcus
himself became a dream-giver after his death, see Capit.
xviii. 7. Dreams were the recognised method by which the
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That by the agency of dreams! I was given
antidotes both of other kinds and against the
spitting of blood and vertigo; and there is that
response also at Caieta, “as thou shalt use it.” And
that, when I had set my heart on philosophy, I did
not fall into the hands of a sophist, nor sat down
at the author’s desk, or became a solver of syllogisms,
nor busied myself with physical phenomena. For
all the above the Gods as helpers and good fortune
need.

Written among the Quadsi on the Gran.?

God of healing communicated his prescriptions. Belief in
them was universal, and shared by the atheist Pliny, the
sceptic Lucian, Aristides the devotee, Galen the scientist,
Dio the historian and man of affairs. It is not unknown to
Christians. Yet there have been found writers to gird at
Marcus for his *‘ superstitious ” belief in dreams !

? These words may be intended either to conclude the first
book or, more likely, head the second. In the former case,
as Gataker points out, rdd¢ would have been usual, not 7d.
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a'. Eowlfev mpohéyew éavrd: avvredfopar mepi-
é’prygu, d,xapia'v'(p,, vBpioTH, Soke’o@, Bacxdve,
aKowwviTe. 'n'awah-raz?'m avpBéBnkev e'/ceivot\c
mapa TNV dyvolay ToY ayaldv xal kakdy. éyo
8¢ Tebewpnrws Ty Pvow Tod dyabod, 8T Kakov,
kal Tob Kakod, 6Tt aloypov, kali THY avTod ToD
dpapTdvovros ¢uow, G6TL poL auyyevis, obyi
alparos ) omépparos Tod adrod, dAAA voi rai
Ocias dmopoipas? péroyos, otre BhaBivar Umo
Twos alrdv Slvapar aloxpd vydp pe oddels
mepiBakel: otre dpyiteafar Td cuyyevel Slvapat
otre améxbecbar avrd. ryeyovauer ryap wpos
ayuep«yfau, s ijeq, “"? Xe"ipes‘,’a'):; ,37\6'¢ap‘a, a'.)s‘
oi gToiyo Tév dve ral KdTew 9801}7(»'11. To oty
avTimpacc e aAAnhots Tapa Guaw: avTimpaT-
1kdv 8¢ TO dryavaxTely kal amooTpédeaba.

B'. “O 7L more TobTé e, gapria éoTi kal
TVEUUATIOV Kal TO 7)yepovikov. ddes Ta SifMa
pnrére amd: od 8édotar. AAN ds 70n dmwobvijok-
wy TOY pév\o‘apmf&zv katappévnaor: Aibpos kai
ooTdpia Kkal xpokvdavtos, éx vevpwv, PpAeSiwv,
aptnpLdy wheypdTior. Oéacar 8¢ kal To mvedpa,

! <7ob abrob Mdpkov &vrikpus émucrnrifer> D.
2 awdppota (cp. ii. 4) *“ efflux from,” Corssen,
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1. Say to thyself at daybreak:! I shall come
across the busy-body, the thankless, the bully, the
treacherous, the envious, the unpeighbourly.z All
this has befallen them because they know not good
from evil. But I, in that I have comprehended the
nature of the Good that it is beautiful, and the'-
nature of Evil that it is ugly, and the nature of the
wrong-doer himself that it is akin to me, not as
partaker of the same blood and seed but of
intelligence and a morsel of the Divine, can neither
be injured by any of them—for no one can involve
me in what is debasing—nor can I be wroth with my
kinsman and hate him. For we have come into
being for co-operation, as have the feet, the hands,
the eyelids, the rows of upper and lower teeth.
Therefore to thwart one another is against Nature ;
and we do thwart one another by shewing resentment
and aversion.

2. This that I am, whatever it be, is mere flesh
and a little breath and the ruling Reason. Away
with thy books?! Be no longer drawn aside by
them: it is not allowed. But as one already dying
disdain the flesh : it is naught but gore and bones and
a network compact of nerves and veins and arteries.
Look at the breath too, what sort of thing it is ; air:

Tv. 1. 2 ¢p. Sen. de Ira ii. 10. 3 ep. ii. 3.
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¢ At ’ » yQy 3N \ y 1 \
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ovudépov, od wépos €. mavti 8¢ Ploews upéper
ayabiv, b pépet ) Tot Shov Piots, kal & éxelvms
éori cwoTikov. cwlovor 8¢ xdapov, domep ai
TOV gToLXeiwy, oUTWS Kal ai TOY TuykpLudTwY
uerafBolal. Tabrd aou dpkeiTw, €l Soypard éoTed
v 8¢ TV BN wv Sirav piyrov, lva py yoyyiwy
amofdvys, aANA Mews, dAnbds, xal dmo xapdias
ebxdpiaTos Tols Beols.

8. Méuvnoo, ék mooov Tadra avaBdAly, xai
0TOTaKLS wpoﬁea:‘/ufa\.s‘ ,,M’B()w :rrae& 'z;c'bv 066)1: oV
xXpd a,t’;'ra,l,e. §eo o¢ 1’;81) TOTé :uaﬂea'eat, Tivos
xoapov pépos el, xal Tivos 8tqlmov1’rros; TOV KOG oV
amoppowa vméaTys  Kal 8t Spos éoTi go mepurye-
ypapuévos Tod xpovou, ¢ éav eis To draibpidoar

1 855 ADC: &8 Wilam.: &wovefifnr: PADC.

2 axodleobas AD : Smwodbeclar P : &wodipecdas (dwodip. Lofft)
Rend.

3 ¢l 8éypard dori AD: &el . . . ¥o7w PC.

! ep, ii. 6; 1. 17, § 6 ; Dio 71. 24, §4. Marcus would be
a little over 50. Contrast i. 17, § 6, and note. Cromwell
when 51 writing from Dunbar says, ¢ I grow an old man.”
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and not even that always the same, but every minute
belched forth and again gulped down. Then,
thirdly, there is the ruling Reason. Put thy thought
thus : thou art an old man!; let this be a thrall no
longer, no more a puppet;2 pulled aside by every
selfish impulse ; nor let it grumble any longer at what
is allotted to it in the present or dread it in the future.
~ 3. Full of Providence are the works of the Gods,
nor are Fortune’s works independent of Nature or
of the woven texture and interlacement of all that is
under the control of Providence. Thence3 are all
things derived ¢; but Necessity too plays its part and
the Welfare of the whole Universe of which-thou art
a portion. But good for every part of Nature is that
which the Nature of the Whole brings about, and
which goes to preserve it. Now it is the changes
not only of the elements but of the things com-
“pounded of them that preserve the Universe. Let
these reflections suffice thee, if thou hold them as
principles. But away with thy thirst for books,® that
thou mayest die not murmuring but with a good
grace, truly and from thy heart grateful to the Gods.
_ 4. Call to mind how long thou deferrest these
things, and how many times thou hast received from
the Gods grace ¢ of the appointed day and thou usest
it not. Yet now, if never before, shouldest thou
realize of what Universe thou art a part, and as,an
emanation from what Controller of that Universe
thou dost subsist; and that a limit has been set
to thy time, which if thou use not to let daylight

2 iii. 16 ; vi. 16, 28 ; vii. 3, 29; xii. 19. ¢p. Clem. Alex.

Strom. ii. 3, iv. 11. 3 vi. 36 xii. 26.
4 Referred to by Arethas on Dio Chrys. Orat. 32. 15 as
wdvra dvwley pei. cp. St. James, Ep. i. 17. 5 ji, 2.

S wpoBeaula lit. ‘“a time-limit for enforcement of claims
. after which they lapsed.” 29
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into thy soul, it will be gone—and thou !—and never
again shall the chance be thine.

5. Every hour make up thy mind sturdily as a
Roman and a man to do what thou hast in hand with
scrupulous and unaftected dignity and love of thy kind
and independence and justice; and to give thyself
rest from all other impressions. And thou wilt give
thyself this, if thou dost execute every act of thy
life as though it were thy last,! divesting thyself of
all aimlessness? and all passionate antipathy to the
convictions of reason, and all hypocrisy and self-love
and dissatisfaction with thy allotted share. Thou seest
how few are the things, by mastering which a man
may lead a life of tranquillity and godlikeness; for
the Gods also will ask no more from him who keeps
these precepts.

6. Wrong thyself,®> wrong thyself, O my Soul!
But the time for honouring thyself will have gone
by ; for a man has but one life, and this for thee is
well-nigh closed,* and yet thou dost not hold thyself
in reverence, but settest thy well-being in the souls
of others.

7. Do those things draw thee at all away, which
befall thee from without? Make then leisure for
thyself for the learning of some good thing more, and
cease being carried aside hither and thither. But
therewith must thou take heed of the other error.
For they too are triflers, who by their activities have
worn themselves out in life without even having
an aim whereto they can direct every impulse, aye
and even every thought.

3 Apparently a sarcastic apostrophe, which is not in
Marcus’ usual manner.
4. 2.
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! Here Marcus deviates from the strict Stoic doctrine,
which allowed no degrees in faults.

2 For ovarory cp. Diog. Laert. (Zeno) 63, éxeos elvar wdfos
xal cvoToAWv &Aoyov. 3 abore, § 5

2

32



BOOK 11

8. Not easily is a man found to be unhappy by
reason of his not regarding what is going on in
another man’s soul; but those who do not attend
closely to the motions of their own souls must in-
evitably be unhappy.

9. This must always be borne in mind, what is the
Nature of the whole Universe, and what mine, and
how this stands in relation to that, being too what
sort of a part of what sort of a whole ;. and that no
one can prevent thee from doing and saying always
what is in keeping with the Nature of which thou
art a part.

10. Theophrastus in his comparison of wrong-
doings— for, speaking in a somewhat popular way,
such comparison may be made—says in the true
philosophical spirit that the offences which are due
to lust are more heinous than those which are due to
anger.! For the man who is moved with anger
seems to turn his back upon reason with some pain
and unconscious compunction 2; but he that does
wrong from lust, being mastered by pleasure, seems
in some sort to be more incontinent and more un-
manly in his wrong-doing. Rightly then, and not
unworthily of a philosopher, he said that the wrong-
doing which is allied with pleasure calls for a severer
condemnation than that which is allied with pain;
and, speaking generally, that the one wrong-doer is
more like a man, who, being sinned against first, has
been driven by pain to be angry, while the other,
being led by lust to do some act, has of his own
motion been impelled to do evil.

11. Let thine every deed and word and thought
be those of a man who can depart from life this
moment.? But to go away from among men, if

33
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34



BOOK 11

there are Gods, is nothing dreadful ; for they would
not involve thee in evil. But if indeed there are no
Gods, or if they do not concern themselves with the
affairs of men, what boots it for me to live in a
Universe where there are no Gods, where Providence
is not? Nay, but there are Gods, and they do con-
cern themselves with human things ;! and they have
put it wholly in man’s power not to fall into evils
that are truly such. And had there been any evil in
what lies beyond, for this too would they have made
provision, that it should be in every man’s power not
to fall into it. But how can that make a man’s life
worse which does not make the man worse? ? Yet
the Nature of the Whole could not have been guilty
of an oversight from ignorance or, while cognizant of
these things, through lack of power to guard against
or amend them; nor could it have gone so far amiss
either from inability or unskilfulness, as to allow good
and evil to fall without any discrimination alike upon
the evil and the good. Still it is a fact that death and
life, honour and dishonour, pain and pleasure, riches
and penury, do among men one and all betide the
Good and the Evil alike, being in themselves neither
honourable nor shameful. Consequently they are
neither good nor evil.
12. How quickly all things vanish away, in the
. Universe their actual bodies, and the remembrance o«
them in Eternity, and of what character are all objects
of sense, and particularly those that entice us with
pleasure or terrify us with pain or are acclaimed by
vanity—how worthless and despicable and unclean
and ephemeral and dead !—this is for our faculty of
intelligence to apprehend ; as also what they really
are whose conceptions and whose voices award
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renown ; what it is to die, and that ir a man look at
death initself, and with the analysis of reason strip
it of its phantom terrors, no longer will he conceive
it to be aught but a function of Nature,—but if a
man be frightened by a function of Nature, he is
childish ; and this is not only Nature's function but
her welfare ;—and how man is in touch with God
and with what part of himself, and in what disposi-
tion of this portion of the man.

13. Nothing can be more miserable than the
man who goes through the whole round of things,
and, as the poet! says, pries into the secrets of
the earth, and would fain guess the thoughts in
his neighbour’s heart, while having no conception
that he needs but to associate himself with the
-divine ‘genius’ in his bosom,? and to serve it
truly. And service of it is to keep it pure from
passion and aimlessness and discontent with any-
thing that proceeds from Gods or men. For that
which proceeds from the Gods is worthy of rever-
ence in that it is excellent ; and that which proceeds
from men, of love, in that they are akin, and, at
times and in a manner,? of compassion, in that they
are ignorant of good and evil—a defect this no less
than the loss of power to distinguish between white
and black. -

14. Even if thy life is to last three thousand years™
or for the matter of that thirty thousand, yet bear in
mind that no one ever parts with any other life than

3 Marcus qualifies his departure from the strict Stoic view,
for which see Seneca de Clem. ii. 4-6, where he calls pity
pusillanimity, and says sapiens non miserebitur sed succurret.
Marcus was far from a Stoic in this, see Herodian i. 4, § 2.
See above, p. xiii.
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the one he is now living,! nor lives any other than that
which he now parts with. .The longest life, then, and
the shortest amount “but to the same. For the
present time is of equal duration for all, while that
which we lose is not ours ;2 and consequently what is
parted with is obviously a mere moment. No man can
part with either the past or the future. For how
can a man be deprived of what he does not possess?
These two things, then, must needs be remembered :
the one, that all things from time everlasting have
been cast in the same mould and repeated cycle
after cycle, and so it makes no difference whether a
man see the same things recur through a hundred
years or two hundred,® or through eternity: the
other, that the longest liver and he whose time to
die comes soonest part with no more the one than the
other. For it is but the present that a man can be
deprived of, if, as is the fact, it is this alone that he
has, and what he has not a man cannot part with.

15. Remember that everything is but what we
think it. For obvious indeed is the saying fathered
on Monimus the Cynic, obvious too the utility of
what was said,* if one accept the gist of it as far as
it is true.

16. The soul of man does wrong to itself then
most of all, when it makes itself, as far as it can
do so, an imposthume and as it were a malignant

growth in the Universe. ! For to grumble at anything .

that happens is a rebellion against Nature, in some
part of which are bound up the natures of all other
things. > And the soul wrongs itself then again, when
it turns away from any man or even opposes him with

Laert. vi. 3, § 2); Sext. Empir. (4ddv. Log. ii. 1) attributes
the saying to Monimus.
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intent to do him harm, as is the case with those who
are angry. > It does wrong to itself, thirdly, when it
is overcome by pleasure ! or pain. +-Fourthly, when
it assumes a mask, and in act or word is insincere or
untruthful. “Fifthly, when it directs some act or desire
of its own towards no mark, and expends its energy
on any thing whatever aimlessly and unadvisedly,
whereas even the most trifling things should be
done with reference to the end in view. Now the
end for rational beings is to submit themselves to

the reason and law of that archetypal city and -

polity 2—the Universe.

17. Of the life of man the duration is but a
point, its substance streaming away, its perception
dim, the fabric of the entire body prone to decay,
and the soul a vortex, and fortune incalculable, and
fame uncertain. In a word all the things of the body
are as a river, and the things of the soul as a dream
and a vapour; and life is a warfare and a pilgrim’s
sojourn, and fame after death is only forgetfulness.
What then is it that can help us on our way? One

thing and one alone—Philosophy ; and this consists .

in keeping the divine ‘genius’ within pure3 and
unwronged, lord of all pleasurel and pains, doing
nothing aimlessly ¢ or with deliberate falsehood and
hypocrisy, independent of another’s action or in-
action; and furthermore welcoming what happens
and is allotted, as issuing from the same source,
whatever it be, from which the man himself has
issued ; and above all waiting for death with a good
grace as being but a setting free of the elements of
which every thing living is made up. But if there
asrwv (Marcus and Lucius) feios kal &s &Anfos &vwley Exwy Td

wapddetyua, xal wpds éxelvny dpdv Thy moAirelav.
3§13, 4§5,16.
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1 These words may very possibly be intended as a heading
for Book III.
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be nothing terrible in each thing being continuously -
changed into another thing, why should a man look
askance at the change and dissolution of all things?
For it is in the way of Nature, and in the way of
Nature there can be no evil.

Wrilten at Carnuntum.!

! Now Haimburg in Hungary.
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1 vi. 16. Arist. Probl. i. 21 §wep év 7§ 0dpar: évamvoh, Tovro
& 7§ oduar: Siamvoh Sia Tadv dprnpiey (arterial breathing).

2 ¢p. Sen. Ep. 60 vivit i3 qus se utitur. ¥ vi. 26.

4 x. 8, §3. The right of suicide was part, of the Stoic
creed (Zeno and Cleanthes both took their own lives). Marcus
allows it when circumstances make it impossible for a man
to live his true life (v. 29; viii. 47; x. 8. c¢p. Epict.
i. 24, §20; i 25, §18). Hadrian (Digest 28. 3. 6, §7)
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1. We ought not to think only upon the fact that
our life each day is waning away, what is left of it
being ever less, but this also should be a subject for
thought, that even if life be prolonged, yet is it
uncertain whether the mind will remain equally
fitted in the future for the understanding of facts
and for that contemplation which strains after the
knowledge of things divine and human. For if
a man has entered upon his dotage, there will still
be his the power of breathing,! and digestion, and
thought, and desire, and all such-like faculties; but
the full use of himself,2 the accurate appreciation
of the items3 of duty, the nice discrimination of
what presents itself to the senses, and a clear
judgment on the question whether it is time for
him to end his own life,* and all such decisions, as
above all require well-trained powers of reasoning—
these are already flickering out in him. It needs,
then, that we should press onwards, not only because

enumerates as causes of suicide taedium vitae, valetudinis
adversae tmpatientia, tactatio (in the case of certain philo-
sophers). Marcus himself, if Dio (71. 30, § 2) is to be
trusted, threatened, in a letter to the Senate, to commit
suicide, and a.ccordmg to Capitolinus (xxviii. 3) actually
hastened his own death by abstaining from food.
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1 A very fine early medallion shows Marcus in full chase
after a wild boar (Grueber, Plate xviii.). ¢p. Dio 71. 86, § 2,
avs ayplovs év 0fhpa raréBaArev and Trwov; Fronto, ad Ces.
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we come each moment nearer to death, but also
because our insight into facts and our close touch of
them is gradually ceasing even before we die.

2. Such things as this also we ought to note
with care, that the accessories too of natural
operations have a charm and attractiveness of their
own. For instance, when bread is in the baking,
some of the parts split open, and these very fissures,
though in a sense thwarting the bread-maker’s
design, have an appropriateness of their own and in
a peculiar way stimulate the desire for food. Again
when figs are at their ripest, they gape open; and
in olives that are ready to fall their very approach to
over-ripeness gives a peculiar beauty to the fruit.
And the full ears of corn bending downwards, and
the lion’s beetling brows, and the foam dripping from
the jaws of the wild-boar,! and many other things,
though, if looked at apart from their setting, they
are far from being comely, yet, as resultants from the
operations of Nature, lend them an added charm and }’
excite our admiration.

And so, if 2 man has sensibility and a deeper
insight into the workings of the Universe, scarcely
anything, though it exist only as a secondary con-
sequence to something else, but will seem to him to
form in its own peculiar way a pleasing adjunct to the
whole. And he will look on the actual gaping jaws 2
of wild beasts3 with no less pleasure than the repre-
sentations of them by limners and modellers; and he
will be able to see in the aged of either sex a mature
prime and comely ripeness, and gaze with chaste eyes

2 jv. 36.
3 Such are the things Marcus noticed in the amphitheatre,
;;xdg !;))t the bloodshed which his soul abhorred (Dio 71.
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upon the alluring loveliness of the young. And many
such things there are which do not appeal to everyone,
but will come home to him alone who is genuinely
intimate with Nature and her works.

3. Hippocrates, after healing many a sick man,
fell sick himself and died. Many a death have
Chaldaeans foretold, and then ‘their own fate has
overtaken them also.! Alexander, Pompeius and
Gaius Caesar times without number utterly destroyed
whole cities, and cut to pieces many myriads of horse
and foot on the field of battle, yet the day came
when they too departed this life. Heraclitus, after
endless speculations on the destruction of the world
by fire, came to be filled internally with water, and
died beplastered with cowdung. And lice caused the
death of Democritus,? and other vermin of Socrates.

What of this? Thou hast gone aboard, thou
hast set sail, thou hast touched land; go ashore, if
indeed for another life, there is nothmg even there
void of Gods ; but if to a state of non-sensation,? thou
shalt cease being at the mercy of pleasure and pain
and lackeying the bodily vessel ¢ which is so much
baser than that which ministers to it. For the one
is intelligence and a divine °genius,’ the other
dust_and putrescence.

4. Fritter not away what is left of thy life in
thoughts about others, unless thou canst bring these
thoughts into relation with some common interest.
For verily thou dost hereby cut thyself off from
other work, that is, by thinking what so and so is

'cp Justin, 4pol. i. §§ 18, 57.
4 So vas animi Cic. Tusc. i. 22, § 52. cp. St. Paul, 1 Thess.
iv. 4 (axedos) ; Dio Chrys. Or. xii. 404 R. &vOpwmvov adua bs
dyyeiov ¢povﬁ¢rews xal Adyov.
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doing and why, what he is saying, having what in
mind, contriving what, and all the many like things
such as whirl thee aside from keeping close watch
over thine own ruling Reason.

We ought therefore to eschew the aimless?! and the
unprofitable in the chain of our thoughts, still more all
that is over-curious and ill-natured, and a man should
accustom himself to think only of those things about
which, if one were to ask on a sudden, What is
now in thy thoughts? thou couldest "quite frankly
answer at once, This or that;- so that thine answer
should immediately make manifest that all that is in
thee is simple and kindly and worthy of a living
being that is social and has no thought for pleasures
or for the entire range of sensual images, or for any
rivalry, envy, suspicion, or anything else, whereat
thou wouldest blush to admit that thou hadst it in
thy mind.?

For in truth such a man, one who no longer puts
off being reckoned now, if never before, among the
best, is in some sort a priest and minister of the
Gods, putting to use also that which, enthroned
within him,3 keeps the man unstained by pleasures,
invulnerable to all pain, beyond the reach of any
wrong, proof against all evil, a champion in the
highest of championships—that of never being over-
thrown by any passion—dyed in grain with justice,
welcoming with all his soul everything that befalls
and is allotted him, and seldom, nor yet without
a great and a general necessity, concerning himself
with the words or deeds or thoughts of another.

ipse conscius 8im, celeros quoque ommes tuxl@ mecum scire
velim.
3 ii. 13. 17; iii. 6. 16.
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For it is only the things which relate to himself that
he brings within the scope of his activities, and he
never ceases to ponder over what is being spun for
him as his share in the fabric of the Universe, and he
sees to it that the former are worthy, and is assured
that the latter is good. For the fate which is
allotted to each man is swept along with him in the
Universe as well as sweeps him along with it.1

And he bears in mind that all that is rational is
akin, and that it is in man’s nature to care for all
men, and that we should not embrace the opinion of
all, but of those alone who live in conscious agree-
ment with Nature. But what sort of men they,
whose life is not after this pattern, are at home and
abroad, by night and in the day, in what vices they
wallow and with whom—of this he is ever mindful.
Consequently he takes no account of praise from such
men, who in fact cannot even win their own approval.

5. Do that thou doest neither unwillingly nor
selfishly nor without examination nor against the
grain. Dress not thy thought in too fine a garb. Be
not a man of superfluous words or superfluous deeds.
Moreover let the god that is in thee? be lord of a
living creature, that is manly, and of full age, and
concerned with statecraft, and a Roman, and a ruler,
who hath taken his post as one who awaits the signal
of recall from life in all readiness, needing no oath
nor any man as his voucher. Be thine the cheery
face and independence of help?® from without and
independence of such ease as others can give. It
needs then to stand, and not be set, upright.*

1 Or, more abstractly, is conditioned no less than con-
ditions. 2 ji. 13. 17 ; iii. 6.

3 But see vii. 7. 4 15,83; vii. 12.
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6. If indeed thou findest in the life of man a
better thing than justice, than truth, than temper-
ance, than manliness, and, in a word, than thy mind’s
satisfaction with itself in things wherein it shews
thee acting according to the true dictates of reason,
and with destiny in what is allotted thee apart from
thy choice—if, 1 say, thou seest anything better
than this, turn to it with all thy soul and take thy
fill of the best, as thou findest it.

But if there appears nothing better than the very
deity ! enthroned in thee, which has brought into
subjection to itself all individual desires, which
scrutinizes the thoughts, and, in the words of
Socrates, has withdrawn itself from all the entice-
ments of the senses, and brought itself into subjec-
tion to the Gods, and cherishes a fellow-feeling for
men—if thou findest everything else pettier and of
less account than this, give place to nought else, to
which if thou art but once plucked aside, and incline
thereto, never more shalt thou be able without
distraction to give paramount honour to that good
which is thine own peculiar heritage. For it is not
right that any extraneous thing at all, such as the
praise of the many, or office, or wealth, or indul-
gence in pleasure, should avail against that good
which is identical with reason and a civic spirit.- All
these things, even if they seem for a little to fit
smoothly into our lives, on a sudden overpower us
and sweep us away.

But do thou, I say, simply and freely choose the
better and hold fast to it. But that is the better which
is lo my inlerest. If it is to thy interest as a rational
creature, hold that fast; but if as a mere animal,
declare it boldly and maintain thy judgment without
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arrogance. Only see to it that thou hast made thy
enquiry without error.

7. Prize not anything as being to thine interest that
shall ever force thee to break thy troth, to surrender
thine honour, to hate, suspect, or curse anyone, to
play the hypocrite, to lust after anything that needs
walls and curtains.! For he that has chosen before
all else his own intelligence and good ¢ genius,” and
to be a devotee of its supreme worth, does not strike
a tragic attitude or whine, nor will he ask for either
a wilderness or a concourse of men; above all he
will live neither chasing anything nor shunning it.
And he recks not at all whether he is to have his
soul imprisoned in his body for a longer or a shorter
span of time,? for even if he must take his departure
at once, he will go as willingly as if he were to
discharge any other function that can be discharged
with decency and orderliness, making sure through
life of this one thing, that his thoughts should not
in any case assume a character out of keeping with a
rational and civic creature.

8. In the mind of the man that has been chastened
and thoroughly cleansed thou wilt find no foul abscess
or gangrene or hidden sore. Nor is his life cut short,
when the day of destiny overtakes him, as we
might say of a tragedian’s part, .who leaves the
stage before finishing his speech and playing out the
piece.?” Furthermore there is nothing there slavish
or affected, no dependence on others or severance
from them,! no sense of accountability or skulking to

\avoid it.
1 9. Hold sacred thy capacity for forming opinions.
2 Sen. N.Q. vi, 32, ad fin. 3 xii, 36; Sen, Ep. 7.
4 viii, 34,
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With that it rests wholly khat thy ruling Reason
-should never admit any opinion out of harmony
with Nature, and with the constitution of a rational
creature. This ensures due deliberation and fellowship
with mankind and fealty to the Gods.

10. Jettison everything else, then, and lay hold
of these things only, few as they are ; and remember
withal that it is only this present,! a moment of
time, that a man lives : all the rest either has been
lived or may never he. Little indeed, then, is
a man’s life, and little the nook of earth 2. whereon
he lives, and little even the longest after-fame,
and that too handed on through a succession of
manikins, each one of them very soon to be dead,
with no knowledge even of themselves, let alone
of a man who has died long since.

11. To the stand-bys mentioned add one more,
that a definition or delineation should be made of
every object that presents itself, so that we may
see what sort of thing it is in its essence 3 stripped
of its adjuncts, a separate whole taken as such,
and tell over with ourselves both its particular
designation and the names of the elements that

" compose it and into which it will be disintegrated.
For nothing is so conducive to greatness of mind
as the ability to examine systematically and honestly
" everything that meets us in life, and to regard .
these things always in such a way as to form a
conception of the kind of Universe they belong
to, and of the use which the thing in question
subserves in it; what value it has for the whole
Universe and what for man, citizen as he is of
the highest state, of which all other states are
but as households; what it actually is, and com-
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pounded of what elements, and likely to last how
long—namely this that now gives me the impression
in question; and what virtue it calls for from me,
such as gentleness, manly courage, truth, fidelity,
guilelessness, frugality, and the rest.

In each case therefore must thou say: This kas \
come from God ; and this is due to the conjunction of
Jfate and the contexture of the world’s web and some such
coincidence and chance ;1 while that comes from a clans-
man and a kinsman' and a fellow, albeit one mho is
ignorant of mwhat is really in accordance with his nature.
But I am not ignorant, therefore I treat him kindly and
justly, in accordance with the natural law of neighbour- /
liness ; at the same time, of things that are neither good '
nor bad, my aim is to hit their true worth.

12. If in obedience to right reason thou doest the
thing that thy hand findeth to do earnestly,
manfully, graciously, and in no sense as a by-work,?
and keepest that divine ¢ genius’3 of thine in its
virgin state, just as if even now thou wert called
upon to restore it to the Giver—if thou grapple this
to thee, looking for nothing, shrinking from nothing,
but content with a present sphere of activity such as
Nature allows, and with old-world truth in every
word and utterance of thy tongue, thou shalt be
happy in thy life. And there is no one that is able
to prevent this.

13. Just as physicians always keep their lancets
and instruments ready to their hands for emergency
operations, so also do thou keep thine axioms ready
for the diagnosis of things human and divine, and

2 ¢p. Dio 71. 6, § 2 (of Marcus), od3¢v & wap(p'ytp otire Exeyey
obre Eypayev obire éwolet.
3 iii. 6, § 2.

61



MARCUS AURELIUS

Kal TO pLkpoTaTov oUTw moLEly, s Tis audoTépwy
mpos GAANAa cvvdésews pepvnuévov. ovTe yap
avBpwmvov T dvev Tiis émi Ta Oela cuvvavadopas
eb mpafeis ovre Eumalw.

8. Mn/cé-r:, mAavd: obTe rydp TQ ﬁvropw);l,dnd
agov ué\ets auarywwmcew, ovTe TAS 'rwv apxauov
‘Popalowv Kai E)Oupmw wpafel.c, xal, Tas éx TOVY
quyypappudTev ex)\oyas-, as els 1o vipas cavr
ametifedo. amwetde odv eis Téhos,! /ca.l, Tds Kevds
\widas adels cavrp Ponbe, € Ti oo pé\er
cgeavtod, éws éfcaTv.

ze'. Odk icast mooa o-mx.aivez To xhéwrew, 70
awecpew, -ro wuewﬁaL, TO nauxa{ew, TO opav Td
7rpalc'rea, 0 odx opbarpois ryiverar @A\’ étépa
Twi o1}re¢.

s’ Ew,wz, \]rvxn, vois® o'wp,a.'ros‘ aicOices,
Yyuxfs oppai, voi So'ypa-ra. 70 pév Tumodolas
davtacTikds kal 'raw Bomm/.ta'rwu, T0 8¢
vevpoa-rraa'reweaz oppnTIKdS Kai Tdv Onpiwy
kal T&V avSpo'yvvcov xal <I>a7\ap1.809 xal Nep-
wvos® 1O 8¢ Tov wodw nryepova exew émri Ta
¢awo,u.eva lmﬁr)rcov'ra, xal T®v Beods wy vouelov-
Twv Kal TV TN 1ra-rp¢8a. efyxa'raketwéu'rwu xal
TOV <may > mootvtwy, émeldav kKheicwor Tds
0vpac.

2 Eiodv 1a Noema ® kowd éote mpos Ta elpnpéva,

2

! eis Téros P: el 0éreis AC.
2 grdxrew “ to delve ” Polak. 3 xweiocdar Richards.
4 <xav> Cor. 5 For T Aorwa I would prefer rowaira.

1 j.e. the human and the divine.
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for the performing of every act, even the pettiest,
with the fullest consciousness of the mutual ties
between these two.l  For thou shalt never carry out
well any human duty unless thou correlate it to the
divine, nor the reverse.

14. Go astray no more ; for thou art not likely to
read thy little Memoranda,? or the Acts of the Romans
and the Greeks of Old Time? and the extracts from
their writings which thou wast laying up against
thine old age. Haste then to the consummation and,
casting awa; ‘y all empty hopes, if thou carest aught
for thy welfare, come to thine own rescue, while it
is allowed thee.

15. They know not how full of meaning are—-to
thieve,® to sow, to buy, to be at peace, to see what
needs doing, and this is not a matter for the eye but
for another sort of sight.

16. Body, Soul, Intelligence : for the body sens-
ations, for the sou] desires, for the intelligence axioms.
To receive impressions by way of the senses is not
denied even to cattle ; to be as puppets® pulled by
the strings of desire is common to wild beasts and to
pathics and to a Phalaris and a Nero. Yet to have
the mtelllgence a guide to what they deem their
duty is an attribute of those also who do not believe
in Gods and those who fail their country in its need
and those who do their deeds behind closed doors.”

If then all else is the common property of the

3 ii. 2. Some have seen here a reference to a history written
by Marcus himself.

¢ See Fronto, ad Caes. ii. 10, ezcemta ex libris sexaginta
n quingue tomis. 5 xi. 3. i, 2.

7 Must undoubtedly refer to the Christians, who were
accused precisely of these three things—atheism, want of
patriotisin, and secret orgies. cp. also, i. 6; vii. 68; viii.
48, 51 ; and see note pp. 381 ff.
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classes mentioned, there is left as the characteristic
of the good man to delight in and to welcome what
befalls and what is spun for him by destiny ; and not
to sully the divine ¢ genius’ that is enthroned in his
bosom,! nor yet to perplex it with a multitude of
impressions, but to maintain it to the end in a gracious
serenity, in orderly obedience to God, uttering no
word that is not true and doing no deed that is not
just. But if all men disbelieve in his living a simple
and modest and cheerful life, he is not wroth with
any of them, nor swerves from the path which leads
to his life’s goal, whither he must go pure, peaceful,
ready for release, needing no force to bring him
into accord with his lot.

' 1 iii. 6, § 2; St. Paul, 1 Cor, iii. 16.
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éxelvov éri ,ue&{ov 71p67.

B. Mndévé evepfymm ezm) ;m&s dN\ws ) rca'rd
Bewpnpa o'umr)mpw'rucov TS TéXVNS euep«yewﬁw

fy'. ’Ava wpr)aeas' alTols é’n‘rova'w, a'ypombac
xal alyialovs Kai opn elwbas 8¢ kai oV Ta TolaiTa
pdhioTa molbelv. Ghov 8¢ TobTo (StwTikdTaTOV
éotw, ékov s dv dpas é0ehijons els éavTov dva-
X@peiv. obdapod yap odre nNovyi@TEpov obTe

1 <=xpo> Gat.

1jii. 6, §2, etc. cp. Lucian, Somn. 10, # Yvx#, Sxep gov
xvpidTaToy daTiv.

* i.e. conditionally or as far as circumstances will allow,
vi. 50. cp. St. James, Ep. iv. 15.

3 v.20; vi. 50; Sen. de Prov. 2. 4 ji. 5 etec.
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1. Tuar which holds the mastery! within-us,
when it is in accordance with Nature, is so disposed
towards what befalls, that it can always adapt itself
with ease to what is possible and granted us. For it
is wedded to no definite material, but, though in
the pursuit of its high aims it works under reser-
vations,? yet it converts into material for itself any
obstacle that it meets with, just as fire 3 when it gets
the mastery of what is thrown in upon it. A little
flame would have been stifled by it, but the blazing
fire instantly assimilates what is cast upon it and,
consuming it, leaps the higher in consequence.

2. Take no act in hand aimlessly4 or otherwise
than in accordance with the true principles perfective
of the art.

3. Men seek out retreats for themselves in the
country, by the seaside, on the mountains, and thou
too art wont to long intensely for such things.® But
all this is unphilosophical to the last degree, when
thou canst at a moment’s notice retire into thyself.¢
For nowhere can a man find a retreat more full or,

5 ¢.g. Lorium, Lanuvium, Alsium, Centumcellae, Praeneste,
Baiae, Caieta, all holiday resorts of Marcus, see especially
Fronto de Fer. Als. Nab. p. 223 ff. c¢p. x. 15, 23.

S cp. Arethas on Dio ghrys. XX. 8, uh odv BerrioTn ral
AvgiTeAeaTdTn macky 1) eis adrdv avaxdpnais. See below

iv. 3, § 4 ; vii. 28, 67
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amparypovéaTepor dvlpwmos dvaxwpel 1) els THY
éavrod Yuxny pdhcl 8atis Exer évdov ToabTa,
els & éyxiyras v mdoy eduapeia ebOvs yivetar
\ \ 3 7 0\ b4 / A > ’
v 8¢ edudpetav obdév dANo Méyw 7) edkoopiav.
TUVEX®S \01'1? 8i8,ov ceavtd TavTy '51‘)11 avayop-
now, kal dvavéov ceavtov: Bpaxéa 8¢ éoTw
kai oTotxetddn, & ebfds amavricavra aprécer
els 10 wacav taviav amoxNioart,! kal dwo-
méyar ce pi) Svoxepaivovra éxeivos, éP &
émavépyxn.

Tive yap Svaxepaivess; 15 Tdv avbpdmrov Kaxia;
avaloyicduevos TO Kkpipa, 8TL Ta Aoyika Lpa
aM\wv Evexev ryéyove, xal 8Tt To avéyesbac
wépos TS Suc,atomzvne, xai 8T. &Kovres auapTdv-
ovat, kal wocor 78y SiexOpedaavres, ImomTel-
cavTes, piofjoavtes, dtadopatiafévres éxTéravta,
TeTéppwvTat, mavov ToTé. @AAA Kal TOls éx TRV
S\wv dmoveuopévors Svaxepaivels; dvavewod-
pevos 10 dielevyuévor: ““Hrol wpdvora, %) dropor,”
xal €€ Sowv amedeixfn, 6T 6 Kéopos doavel
wéhs.  GN\A TA cwpaTikd cov dvretar ére;
éworjoas 8te 00k émyuiyvutar Nelws 7 Tpayéws
xwovpévy mveluate N Siudvoia, émelddv amaf
éavTv amoNdBy Kai yvwpioy T L8lav éfovaiav:
kal Aoumov 8oa mepl wovov kai Hdovijs axixoas
xal cvykaréfov.

*AM\a 10 Sofdpiov e TepioTdae; dmbov els
10 Td)0S THs WdVTWY MIjfns, Kal TO Xdos ToD é’

1 xagav abriy &roxAboai PC: awoxAeicai AD : Adwyv Reiske,

avlay Gat., adAfy Lofft. Many accept the last, but it does
not suit the next clause and would also require <7>.

1 For éyxtyas cp. St. James, Ep. i. 25, wapariyas.
2 vii. 22, 63 ; xi. 18, § 3. 3 viil. 17 ; ix. 28, 39.
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peace or more free from care than his own soul—
above all if he have that within him, a steadfast
look ! at which and he is at once in all good ease,
and by good ease I mean nothing other than good
order. Make use then of this retirement continually
and regenerate thyself. Let thy axioms be short
and elemental, such as, when set before thee, will
at once rid thee of all trouble, and send thee away
with no discontent at those things to which thou art
returning. ’

For with what art thou discontented? The
wickedness of men? Take this conclusion to heart,
that rational creatures have been made for one
another ; thag __f'g'_llgam.nce is part of justice; that
wrong-doing is involu ;2 and think how many
ere now, after passing their lives in implacable
enrfity, suspicion, hatred, and at daggers drawn
with one another, have been laid out and burnt to
ashes—think of this, I say, and at last stay thy
fretting. But art thou discontented with thy share
in the whole? Recall the alternative: Either
Providence or Atoms!3 and the abundant proofs
there are that the Universe is as it were a state.
But is it the affections of the body that shall still
lay hold on thee? Bethink thee that the Intelli-
gence, when it has once abstracted itself and learnt
its own power,5 has nothing to do with the motions
- smooth or rough of the vital breath. Bethink thee
too of all that thou hast heard and subscribed to
about pleasure and pain.

But will that paltry thing, Fame, pluck thee aside ?
Look at the swift approach of complete forgetfulness,

1ii. 16 ad fin.; iv. 4; x. 15; xii. 36, St. Paul, Philip-
pians iii. 20. 5v. 14,
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éxdtepa amelpov aldvos, Kkai TO Kevov TS
amnyxnoews, kai T0 ebueraBolov Kai d&xpeTov
T@v ebpnueiv! SoxotwTwy, xKal TO oTEVOY TOD
Tomov, év \gﬁ mepuypdperar. 37’\.11 Te yap N ¥R
aTIyp, Kal TaVTNS oG TOV ywvidiov 1) KaToiknaLS
abty; xal évratba mwocor kxal olol Twes of
émaiveaouevory

Aotmov odv péuvnoo Tijs Vmoxwpricews Tis
els TobTO TO dypldiov éavrod* Kal wPO TAVTOS
w1y omwd undé xatevteivov, aAAd é\evbepos €do
kal 6pa Ta TpdymaTa @S Avip, OF c’ivﬁ(mvroc,
@s mwoNTns, s Ovprov {Pov. év 8¢ Tols
vrgoxet/)o-ra',mtc, els & éyxifes, TadTa EoTw
Ta Ovo. & péy, STt T4 mpdypara - oby
amretar Ths Yuxis, aGAN &w EoTnrer aTpeu-
obvta: ai 8¢ oxMjoeis éx povns Tis éEvdov
vmohyrews.  Erepov 8, 8T wdvta TadTa Soa
opds Goov oldémrw peraBdAler kai ovk éTe
éoTar kai Sowv 71dn peraPolats airTos mapa-
TeTUXNKAsS, ouvexds Suavood. ‘6 xbowos,
d\\otwois: o6 Blos, vmorgyrs.

8. El 70 voepov nuiv xowov, kal 6 Aéyos, kal’
ov Noyirol éopev, rowos: € TobToO, Kal 0 Wpoo-
TaKTIKOS TOV TorTéwv 1) p Aoyos Kowds: €l
‘To0T0, Kal 6 Vouos Kowds* € ToiTo, ToNiTal éopev:
€t ToDTO, TOMTEDpATOS TIvos peTéyouer: €l Todro,
0 Kbopos doavel woMs éoTi. Tivos yap dAhov

1¢¢> Huiv PADC: edpnueiv Gat.: perhaps &' Hudr
ebpnueiv.

1 iii. 10; viii. 21.
2 ii. 155 iv. 7; xii. 22. A maxim of Democrates, a Pytha-

gorean; cp. Shak. Hamlet ii. 2. 256, *‘There is nothing
either good or bad but thinking makes it so” ; Tennyson ;

70




BOOK 1V

and the void of infinite time on this side of us and on
that, and the empty echo of acclamation, and the
fickleness and uncritical judgment of those who
claim to speak well of us, and the narrowness of the
arena to which all this is confined. For the whole
earth is but a point, and how tiny a corner?! of it
is this the place of our sojourning! and how many
therein and of what sort are the men who shall praise
thee !

From now therefore bethink thee of the retreat into
this little plot that is thyself. Above all distract
not thyself, be not too eager, but be thine own
master, and look upon life as a man, as a human
being, as a citizen, as a mortal creature. But
among the principles readiest to thine hand, upon
which thou shalt pore, let there be these two. One,
that objective things do not lay hold of the soul. but
stand quiescent without ; while disturbances are but
the outcome of that opinion which is within us. A
second, that all this visible world changes in a
moment, and will be no more ; and continually be-
think thee to the changes of how many things thou
hast already been a witness. ‘The Universe—muta-
tion : Life—opinion.’ 2

4. If the intellectual capacity is common to us all,
common too is the reason, which makes us rational
creatures. If so, that reason also is common which
tells us to do or not to do. If so, law?® also is
common. If so, we are citizens. If so, we are
fellow-members of an organised community. If so,
the Universe is as it were a state * —for of what
«¢ All things are, as they seem, to all.” Some have been found
to say that even matter has no objective existence.

3 vii. 9. ¢p. Aur. Vict. Epit. xvi. 4, Mundi lex seu Natura.

4iv. 3,82
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dricer Tis TO TAY dvfpdmwv wav ryévos xowod
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€. ‘O Bdvaros TotodTos, olov yéveais, Ppicews
puaTIpLoY, clykpiats ék TAY avTOY aToryelwy,
<drakpiois>? els Tadrd: Ehws 8¢ odk éP’ ¢ dv Tis
aiayvwbeln: o yap mapa To éis TP voepd {we
098¢ mwapa Tov Aoyov Tijs Tapackevis.’?

s’. Tadra olrws Imo Tédv TowoUTwY méPuke
viveaOar €€ dvdykns: o 8¢ TodTo iy Oéwv
Oéner T cvkiy dmov p Exew. BShws 8 éreivo
péuvnoo, 81e évros Sh\iyioTov Yplvov kal oV kai
obros Tefviifeale pera Bpaxv ¢ oddé¢ dvoua
vpdv vmohewpicerac.

&, TApov T Yo, dprar 7o BéBrapuar
&ponll 'r(‘)\ « Béghap;faf," f)p'rat ﬁv,BXa'Ba;. i

7. O yelpw adTov éavrod dvfpwmov od wmouel,
ToTo 008¢ Tov Blov alrol yeipw mowel, ovdE
Bramre otre Efwlev ovte évdobev.
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! wyyiis PC: 9fis AD: mvofis Schenkl. 2 < 8idkpiois> or
< SidAvois> Gat. 3 We should expect rarackedns.

1 Lit. the pneumatic, here = 7b aepdes (x. 7, § 2).
2 vii. 64. 3v.17.
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other single polity can the whole race of mankind
be said to be fellow-members?—and from it, this
common State, we get the intellectual, the rational,
and the legal instinct, or whence do we get them?
For just as the earthy part has been portioned
off for me from some earth, and the watery from
another element, and the aerial! from some source,
and the hot and fiery from some source of its
own—for nothing comes from the non-existent, any
more than it disappears into nothingness—so also the
intellect has undoubtedly come from somewhere.

5. Death like birth is a secret of Nature—a com-
bination of the same elements, a breaking up into
the same—and not at all a thing in fact for any to be
ashamed of,? for it is not out of keeping with an
intellectual creature or the reason of his con-
stitution. :

6. Given such men, it was in the nature of the
case inevitable that their conduct should be of this
kind.# To wish it otherwise, is to wish that the fig-
tree had no acrid juice.t As a general conclusion
call this to mind, that within a very short time both
thou and he will be dead, and a little later not
even your names will be left behind you.

7. Efface the opinion, I am harmed, and at once
the feeling of being harmed disappears ; efface the
feeling, and the harm disappears at once.’

8. That which does not make a man himself
worse than before cannot make his life worse ¢
either, nor injure it whether from without or within.

9. The nature of the general good could not but
have acted so.

4 xii. 16. cp. Bacon, On Revenge.
Siv. 3, §4; vil. 14, 29; ix. 7; xil. 25. & ii. 11; vii. 64,
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1 mapanatova A.

1 x. 25. 2 cp. Capit. xxii. 4.
3 vii. 78 ix. 42 ad fin. 4ii. 3
5 The primal Fire and the eternal Reason are one and the
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10. Note that all that befalls befalleth justly.
Keep close watch and thou wilt find this true, I do
not say, as a matter of sequence merely but as a
matter of justice also, and as would be expected
from One whose dispensation is based on desert.!
Keep close watch, then, as thou hast begun, and
whatsoever thou doest, do it as only a good man
should in the strictest sense of that word. In every
sphere of activity safeguard this. )
11. Harbour no such opinions as he holds who
does thee violence, or as he would have thee hold.
See things in all their naked reality.
12. Thou shouldest have these two readinesses
always at hand ; the one which prompts thee to do
only what thy reason in its royal and law-making
capacity shall suggest for the good of mankind ; the
-other to change thy mind,? if one be near to set thee
right, and convert thee from some vain conceit.
But this conversion should be the outcome of a
persuasion in every case that the thing is just or to
the common interest—and some such cause should
be the only one—not because it is seemingly pleasant
or popular.
13. Hast thou reason? I have. Why then not
use it? For if this performs its part, what else?
wouldest thou have ?
- 14. Thou hast subsisted as part of the Whole.*
Thou shalt vanish into that which begat thee, or
rather thou shalt be taken again into its Seminal
Reagon 5 by a process of change.

15. Many little pellets of frankincense fall upon
the same altar, some are cast on it sooner, some later :
but it makes no difference.

same, and held to contain the seed of all things. cp. Just.
Apol. ii. 8, 13 for Adyos oxepuaricds used of Christ.
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<UAAwY>. 3 <kal abTds> P.

4 éw'ron,uévwv PA : arrouévwy Schultz.

5 wapl . éxdpevos Gat.: mapes PA: éxduevor P: &xo-
uévmy A{’)

1 There was a Greek proverb : % 6eds # Onplov (Arist. Pol.
i. 2, Eth. vii. 1). Plut. Stoic. Parad. speaks of conversion
by pln]osoph from a Onplov to a Beds. See Justin’s clever
application of this proverb, Apol. i. 24,
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16. Ere ten days are past, thou shalt rank as a god
with them that hold thee now a wild-beast or an
ape,! if thou but turn back to thy axioms and thy
reverence of reason.

17. Behave not as though thou hadst ten thousand
years to live. Thy doom hangs over thee. While
thou livest, while thou mayest, become good.

18. What richness of leisure doth he gain who has
no eye for his neighbour’s words or deeds or thoughts,?
but only for his own doings, that they be just and
righteous ! Verily it is not for the good man to peer
about into the blackness of another’s heart,® but to
‘run straight for the goal with never a glance aside.’

19. He whose heart flutters for after-fame* does
not reflect that very soon every one of those who
remember him, and he himself, will be dead, and
their successors again after them, until at last the
entire recollection of the man will be extinct,
handed on as it is by links that flare up and are
quenched. But put the case that those who are to
remember are even immortal, and the remembrance
immortal, what then is that to thee? To the dead
man, I need scarcely say, the praise is nothing, but
what is it to the living, except, indeed, in a subsidiary
way ?6 For thou dost reject the bounty of nature
unseasonably in the present, and clingest to what
others shall say of thee hereafter.”

2 iii. 4 ad nit, 3 jv. 28.

4ii, 17; iii. 10; viii, 44 ; x. 34. S iv, 33.

¢ jv. 19, 51 ; xi. 18, § 5. The Greek word covers the mean-
ings exp di y , or to an end. We use it

in a sort of double sense in the expression economy of truth.

7 Marcus is perhaps finding real fault with himself for
caring so much what people said of him; see Capit. xx. 5;
xxix. 5. But the reading is doubtful.
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1 vii. 15. 2 cp. Tzetz. Chil. vii. 806.

3 iii. 3; vi. 24; vii. 32, 50; viii. 25, 58 ; xii. 5. The Stoic
doctrine on this point was not very definite, but it was
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20. Everything, which has any sort of beauty of its
own, is beautiful of itself, and looks no further than
itself, not counting praise as part of itself. For
indeed that which is praised is made neither better
nor worse thereby. This is true also of the things
that in common parlance are called beautiful, such
as material things and works of art. Does, then,
the truly beautiful need anything beyond? Nay,
no more than law, than truth, than kindness, than
modesty. Which of these owes its beauty to being
praised, or loses it by being blamed? What! Does
an emerald! forfeit its excellence by not being
praised > Does gold, ivory, purple, a lyre, a poniard,
a floweret, a shrub ?

21. If souls outlive their bodies, how does the air
contain them? from times everlasting? How does
the earth contain the bodies of those who have
been buried in it for such endless ages? For just as
on earth the change of these bodies, after continuance
for a certain indefinite time, followed by dissolution,
makes room for other dead bodies, so souls, when
transferred into the air, after lasting for a certain
time,® suffer change and are diffused and become
fire, being taken again into the Seminal Reason of
the Whole, and so allow room for those that subse-
quently take up their abode there. This would be
the answer one would give on the assumption that
souls outlive their bodies.

But not only must the multitude of bodies thus
constantly being buried be taken into account, but
also that of the creatures devoured daily by ourselves

mostly held that souls might exist till the next cyclical
conflagration, when they became merged into the Adyos
oxepuaticés. Marcus wavers in his belief,
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as used by Gorgias of Leontini. 2 vii. 29,
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BOOK 1V

and the other animals. How great is the number
consumed and thus in a way buried ! in the bodies of
those who feed upon them! And yet room is made
for them all by their conversion into blood, by their
transmutation into air or fire.

Where in this case lies the way of search for the
truth? In a separation of the Material from the
Causal.?

22. Be not whirled aside; but in every impulse
fulfil the claims of justice, and in every impression
safeguard certainty.

23. All that is in tune with thee, O Universe,? is
in tune with me! Nothing that is in due time for

thee is too early or too late for me! All that thy!
seasons bring, O Nature, is fruit for me! All things ,

come from thee, subsist in thee, go back to thee.t
There is one who says Dear City of Cecrops®! Wilt
thou not say O dear City of Zeus?

24. If thou mouldest be tranquil in heart, says the
SageS$ do not many things. Is not this a better
maxim : do but what is needful, and what the reason
of a living creature born for a civic life demands,
and as it demands. For this brings the tranquillity
which comes of doing few things no less than of doing
them well. For nine tenths of our words and deeds
being unnecessary, if a man retrench there, he will
have more abundant leisure and fret the less.
Wherefore forget not on every occasion to ask thyself,
Is this one of the unnecessary things? But we must
retrench not only actions but thoughts which are

4 St. Paul, Rom. xi. 36, ¢ adrob 8’ abrob els adrdv Td wdvra,

5 Seemingly a Fragment from Aristophanes.

¢ Democritus (Stob. i. 100), 7d» edOuueiofar uéArovra xph uh
x0AAd wphooew ; iii. 5 ; Sen. de T'ran. 12, Hanc stabilem anims
sedem GQraect ebBuulav vocant, de qua Democriti volumen egreg-
ium est: ego Tranquillitatem voco. 81
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1jv. 37; ix. 37. Dio (71. 34 §§ 4, 5) says of Marcus oddev
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xxix. 6 and xx. 1-4. 2 ix. 4, 38. 3 ii. 115 iv. 34,
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. BOOK IV

unnecessary, for then neither will distracting actions
follow.

25. Try living the life of the good man who is
more than content with what is allotted to him out
of the whole, and is satisfied with his own acts as just
and his own disposition as kindly: see how that
answers.

26. Hast thou looked on that side of the picture ?
Look now on this! Fret not thyself; study to be
simple.! Does a man do wrong? The wrong rests
with him.2 Has something befallen thee? It is well.
Everything that befalls was from the beginning
destined and spun 3 for thee as thy share out of the
Whole. In a_word, life is short.t Make -profit of
the present by right reasoning and justice. In thy
relaxation be sober.

27. Either there is a well-arranged Order of things
or a medley that is confused,’ yet still an order.
Or can a sort of order subsist in thee, while in the
Universe there is no order, and that too when all
things, though separated and dispersed, are still in
sympathetic connexion ?

28. A black character,® an unmanly character,
an obstinate character, inhuman, animal, childish,
stupid, counterfeit, shameless, mercenary, tyrann-
ical.?

29. If he is an alien in the Universe who has no
cognizance of the things that are in it, no less is he
an alien ® who has no cognizance of what is happening
in it. He is an exile, who exiles himself from civic

4 v, 17. 5 vi. 10. 8 iv, 18.

7 Marcus here in his vehemence seems to violate his own
gentle precepts. He must be thinking of some monster of
iniquity, such as Nero.

8jv. 46. cp. 1 St. Peter, iv. 12,
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BOOK IV

reason ; blind, he who will not see with the eyes of his
understanding ! ; a beggar, he who is dependent on
another, and cannot draw from his own resources all
that his life requires; an imposthume? on the
Universe, he who renounces, and severs himself from, .
the reason of our common Nature, because he is
ill pleased at what happens—for the same Nature
brings this into being, that also brought thee ; a limb
cut off from the community,? he who cuts off his own
soul from the soul of all rational things, which is but
one. ‘

30. One philosopher goes without a shirt, a second
without a book, a third yonder half-naked : says he,
I am starving for bread, yet cleave I fast to Reason ; and
I get no living out of my learning, yet cleave I to her.

31. Cherish the art, though humble, that thou hast
learned, and take thy rest therein ; and pass through
the remainder of thy days as one that with his whole
soul has given all that is his in trust to the Gods,and
has made of himself neither a tyrant nor a slave to
any man.

N 32. Think by way of illustratiou upon the times of
Vespasian, and thou shalt see all these things : man-
kind marrying, rearing children, sickening, dying,
warring, making holiday, trafficking, tilling, flattering
others, vaunting themselves, suspecting, scheming,
praying for the death of others,* murmuring at their
own lot, loving, hoarding, coveting a consulate,
coveting a kingdom. Not a vestige of that life of
theirs is left anywhere any longer.

Change the scene again to the times of Trajan.
Again it is all the same ; that life too is dead. Inlike

4 See a characteristic anecdote of Marcus’ mother, Capit.
vi. 9.
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manner contemplate all the other records of past
time and of entire nations, and see how many after
all their high-strung efforts sank down so soon in
death and were resolved into the elements. But
above all must thou dwell in thought upon those
whom thou hast thyself known, who, following after
vanity, neglected to do the things that accorded
with their own constitution and, cleaving steadfastly
thereto, to be content with them. And here it is
essential to remember that a due sense of value !
and proportion should regulate the care bestowed on
every action. For thus wilt thou never give over in
disgust, if thou busy not thyself beyond what is
right with the lesser things.

33. Expressions once in use are now obsolete. So
also the names of those much be-sung 2 heroes of old
are in some sense obsolete, Camillus, Caeso, Volesus,3
Dentatus, and a little later Scipio and Cato, then
also Augustus, and then Hadrianus and Anto-
ninus. For all things quickly fade away and become
legendary, and soon absolute oblivion encairns them.
And here I speak of those who made an extraordin-
ary blaze in the world. For the rest, as soon as the .
breath is out of their bodies, it is, Out of sight, out of
mind.* But what, when all is said, is even ever-
lasting remembrance ? Wholly vanity. What then
is it that calls for our devotion? This one thing:
justice in thought, in act unselfishness and a tongue
that cannot lie and a disposition ready to welcome
all that befalls as unavoidable, as familiar,$ as issuing
from a like origin and fountain-head.

3 Volesus, or Volusus, was the family name of the Valerii.
Valerius Poplicola must be meant, the obsolete name adding
to the point. 4 Hom. Od. i. 242. 5 iv. 19. S iv, 44,
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34. Offer thysel whole-heartedly to Clotho, letting
her spin thy thread to serve what purpose soever she
will.

35. Ephemeral all of them, the rememberer as
well as the remembered !

36. Unceasingly contemplate the generation of all
things through change, and accustom thyself to the
thought that the Nature of the Universe delights
above all in changing the things that exist and
making new ones of the same pattern. For in a
manner everything that exists is the seed of that
which shall come out of it. But thou imaginest
that only to be seed that is deposited in the earth or
the womb, a view beyond measure unphilosophical.

37. A moment and thou wilt be dead; and not
even yet art thou simple, nor unperturbed, nor free
from all suspicion that thou canst be injured by
externals, nor gracious! to all, nor convinced that
wisdom and just dealing are but one.

38. Consider narrowly their ruling Reason, and
see what wise men avoid and what they seek after.?

39. Harm to thee cannot depend on another’s
ruling Reason, nor yet on any vagary or phase of
thy environment. On what then? On the power
that is thine of judging what is evil. Let this,
then, pass no judgment, and all is well. Even if
its closest associate, the poor body, be cut, be burnt,
fester, gangrene, yet let the part which forms a
judgment 3 about these things hold its peace, that is,
let it assume nothing to be either good or bad, which
can befall a good man or a bad indifferently.t For
that which befalls alike the man who lives by the

* cp. iii. 4 ad init. This precept does not really contradict
what is said in iii. 4 etc. 3 xi. 16, 4 ii. 11 ad med.

89



MARCUS AURELIUS

Brodvr émions avpPaiver, TodTo%odTe KaTa Ppvow
éotiv odre mapa piow.
w. Qs & {pov Tov rdopov ulav odoiav rai
Yuxny piav éméxov ouvexds émwoeiv: xal mwas
els alcOnow piav Ty TovTOV WdVTA dvadidoTar
xai mhs opu pud mdvra mpdaaer xal"rr%s‘
TdvTa TAVTOY TV Ywouévwy cuvaiTiat Kai ola
TiS 1) CUVIMOLS KAl TUPUIPUOLS.

ua'. “Yuydpiov el BaoTdlov vekpov,” ws *Emi-
kTNTOS ENEyEr.

uB. Ovdév éare Kaxov Tois év peraBoAj
ywouévors: s ovdé dyabov <Tois> éx petaBolis
UpioTapévors.

wy'. Iorauds 1is éx Tdv ywouévov kal petua
Blatov o aidv: dpua Te yap &POy éxacTtov Kai
mapevivextat, xkal &A\o wapadéperar, TO 8¢
évexOnoeras.

~ ~ o

pbd. Tlav 70 ovpBaivov olirws ovwvnbes xai
yvopipov, @s T6 podov év TH éap. Kkal omwpa
év 7® Béper ToloDTOV yap Kai véoos xal Bdvatos
kal Bhacdnuia xal émwiBovly xali 8oa ToUs
pwpovs evppaiver 7 Avmei.

pe'. Ta éEfis dei Tols mponymaauévots olxeiws
émvyivetar od qyap olov xatapiBunais tis éoTw
amnpryuéves Kkal povov TO KaTnVaykacuévov
é’xova”a, a\\a ovvddpeia edhoyost kal domwep
ovvTétakTar ovwnpuosuéves Ta Svra, odTws Ta

1 gxnprauévav Gat.

1 A Stoic doctrine, Diog. Laert. Zeno. 36.
2 For avadiSoglar, cp. v. 26. 3 iii. 11.
4 Not now found in his works. Swinburne has ¢ A little

90



BOOK IV

rule, and the man who lives contrary to the rule, of
Nature, is neither in accordance with Nature nor
contrary to it.

40. Cease not to think of the Universe as one living
Being,! possessed of a single Substance and a single
Soul; and how all things trace back to its single
sen'uencc:,2 and how it does all things by a
single impulse ; and how all existing things are joint
causes of all things that come into existence; and
how intertwined in the fabric is the thread and how
closely woven the web.3

41. Thou art a lttle soul bearing up a corpse, as
Epictetus said.*

42. Nothing is evil to that which is subject to
change, even as there is no good for that which
exists as the result of change.

43. As a river® consisting of all things that come
into being, aye, a rushing torrent, is Time. No
sooner is a thmg sighted than it is carried past, and
lo, another is]passing, and it too will be carried away.

44. Everythmg that happens is as usual and
familiar,® as the rose in spring and the fruit in
autumn. The same applies to disease and death
and slander and treachery and all that gladdens the
foolish or saddens them.

45. That which comes after always has a close
relationship to what has gone before. For it is not
like some enumeration of items separately taken
and following a mere inevitable sequence, but there
is a rational connection ; and just as existing things
have been combined in a harmonious order, so also

soul for a little bears up this corpse which is man” (Hynm
to Proserpine). cp. Ignat. ad Smyrn. 5 venpmpJpos
5 ii. 17 ; v. 23 ; vi. 15 (Heraclitus). . 33.
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-rmpa y.é'ya e7rowv 'ro em 'rpc-rnv ;m)\.)\.ov 17
avpzov,\ea ye un ea'xa-rmc a'yewm eI mooov 'yap
ot 70 ;l,e'raEv, oUTws Kal To el,e MOANOGTOV
éros /J.aXMw 1) adpiov ;mb‘ev ;Lé'ya elvat vo,uc(e.

. Ewvvoeiv auvexdds mogoL pév ca'rpm,
avronﬂmy/caa't wo)\.)\.axoe 'rdc oppis Umép TEW
appwa--rwv auavraaavfec- moToL ge ,u,aenpav'mm
dMwv Oavdrovs ds Ti péya wpoezwowee' 'rroam,
8¢ pihdaodor, 7repl eaua'rov 7 dbavacias p.upta
Sl.afewapevov mogor 8¢ apiareis moAdols dmo-
kTelvavres: ool 8¢ TUpavvor éfovaia Yuxdv

1 roxéwv & PAD: roxedvwv Rend. This Ionic word was
recovered for Meleager by Headlam (Anth. Pal. vii. 79).

1 vi. 88; vii. 9.
2 A favourite with Marcus, see Index IIL 3 vi. 42,
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all that comes into being bears the stamp not of a
mere succession but of a wonderful relationship.!

46. Always bear in mind what Heraclitus 2 said :
The death of earth is to pass into water, and the death
of water to pass into air, and of air lo pass into fire,
and so back again. Bear in mind too: the wayfarer
who forgets the trend of his way, and that men are at
variance with the one thing with whick they are in the
most unbroken communion, the Reason that administers
the whole Universe; and that what they encounter
every day, this they deem sirange; and that we must
not act and speak like men asleep,—for in fact even in
sleep we seem to act and speak ;—and that there
should be nothing of the children from parents style,
that is, no mere perfunctory mhat our Fathers have
told us. .

47. Just as, if a God had told thee,* Thou shalt
die to-morromw or in any case the day afier, thou wouldest
no longer count it of any consequence whether it
were the day after to-morrow or to-morrow, unless
thou art in the last degree mean-spirited,® for how
little is the difference!%—so also deem it but a
trifling thing that thou shouldest die after ever so
many years rather than to-morrow.

48. Cease not to bear in mind how many physicians
are dead after puckering up their brows so often
over their patients; and how many astrologers after
making a great parade of predicting the death of
others ;7 and how many philosophers after endless
disquisitions on death and immortality ; how many
great captains after butchering thousands®; how
many tyrants after exercising with revolting insolence

4 cp. the story of Mycerinus (Herod. ii. 129), and
M. Arnold’s poem. 5 Sen, N.Q. ii. 59 ad med.

$ Or interval, cp. iv. 50.  7iii. 3. Epict. iii. 10,15. 8 ibid. 93
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;,l.e'ni Sewod ¢puafyy.a'roq wc a0aua/roz Icexpr)/usuot'
mwécar 8¢ mwokets Shat, O ounoe €T, Teamy-
Kaow, E)um; kal Tlopmijiot xai ‘HpxAdvov xai
d\\at dva Lﬁm;ma.

“Emi0c O¢ kai 8oovs oldas, &GANov ém’ dANe" o
uév TobTov Kndeloas eZ'ra éketdbn, o 8¢ éxeivor
wdvra 8¢ év Bpaxet. 70 ryap 6Nov, kaTidelv del 'rt‘z
avBpomiva tos‘ e¢n/.¢.epa xaf ev’re?\n, lcal exﬁes‘ pev
,u.vfaptou, avpcov 8¢ Tapuyos 1) -re¢pa. TO axapiaiov
oz’;u ToUTOV TOD Xpovov Icafa ¢ua‘w 3467\061,1'
xal tlewu xa-m?\.vaac, ©s av el e7u.ua 'rre'lrecpos‘
fyeuo,u.em) émmrev edpnpoioca Ty éveykobaav
xai xdpw eidvia -rw ¢vaav-u 8ev8ptp

pﬂ'. "O/.wwv elvar T a/cpa,, ] Smue/cwe Ta
rcupa-ra wpoapr;oo‘e'raz' 7 3¢, éaTrKe, Kal mepi
av-rnv /coz,tu.Ce'ma TQ ¢7\e7;mvau7a ToD v8a.‘ros~.

“ A-rvanefym, oTe 'roum ot cuvéBn.” oduevoiv:
aM\ ev'rvxm éyo, o'rl. 'rov'rou ot a'u;l.BeBn-
k0TOS dAVTOS 8ca're7tco olire v-lro <tov> 1rapov'roc
Opavouevos ov're <'ro> émiov ¢oﬁov;zev09.
avpBijvar pév fyap 'ro 'rowv'ro Tavti édvvato
a)\vvroc 8¢ od mas em 'rou'rw av Sce're)\ea'ev. S
7t odv éxelvo ;Lakkov arixnua i 'rov'ro ev'rvxnp.a,
keyeae 8¢ dAws a'ruxnp.a avepam'ov, b ol ea‘rw
améTevyua TS ¢vo'ew9 ToD av0pw1rov, amo-
Tevypa Se TS gbvaews‘ Tod auepanrov elvas 80/ce:.
ao, b ,u.1} rap& 'ro BovAnua Tijs Pioews au-rou
ea"rw, Ti odv; TO Bov)vq;x.a pep.aﬁmcas" py T
odv 16 oupBeBnros ToiTo KwAler oe OSixaov

! Lucian uses it, Charon 23.
2 x. 34. This is mvarmbly referred to & ;uv, ‘“another
closed his eyes,” but it must surely answer to TodTo.
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BOOK IV

their power of life and death, as though themselves
immortal ; and how many entire cities are, if I may
use the expression, dead,! Helice and Pompeii and
Herculaneum, and others without number.

Turn also to all, one after another, that come
within thine own knowledge. One closed a friend’s
eyes and was then himself laid out, and the friend
who closed his,? he too was laid out—and all this in
a few short years. In a word, fail not to note how
short-lived are all mortal things, and how paltry—
yesterday a little mucus,® to-morrow a mummy or
burnt ash. Pass then through this tiny span of time
in accordaunce with Nature, and come to thy journey’s
end with a good grace, just as an olive falls when it
is fully ripe, praising the earth that bare it and
grateful to the tree that gave it growth.

49. Be like a headland of rock on which the
waves break incessantly; but it stands fast and
around it the seething of the waters sinks to rest.

Ak, unlucky am I, that this has befallen me! Nay, but
rather, lucky am I, that though this has befallen me,
yet am I still unhurt, neither crushed by the present
nor dreading the future. For something of the
kind could have befallen everyone, but everyone
would not have remained unhurt in spite of it. Why
then count that rather a misfortune than this a good
fortune? And in any case dost thou reckon that a
misfortune for a man which is not an aberration from
his nature? And wouldst thou have that to be an
aberration from a man’s nature, which does not
contravene the will of his nature! What then?
This will thou hast learnt to know. Does what has
befallen thee hinder thee one whit from being just,

3 vi. 13.
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elvat, y.efyahmlrvxou, aw¢pova, éudpova, avrpovr‘r
w@Tov, a3ta‘\lreva'rov, au?n;l.ova, e’heu@epov, 'raM\.a
v wapov-rwv 7 plos 1 Tod auﬁpamov dméxet
Ta [Sa; pépmoo Novmoy éml mavros Tob els
ATy o€ wpoafyopevov, TodTe xpiofar TP
80ry,u,an- “Oux on 'rov'ro a'rvxn;z.a, a\\d TO
¢epew avTo fyeuuaws‘ ev'rvxmca

v . CISwTicov pév, o,uwc 0é d avva"rucou Bonan,ua
mpos BavdTov /ca-raqbpom)aw ] avavro?\na'zs‘ TOV
ry)\wxpwc eu&a‘rpu[rav'rwu 7 L. i odv adrols
mAéov 7 Tols dwpois; wdvTws oY TOTE reivras,
Kadiciaves, PdBios, 'lovhiavds, Aémidos, 7 €
Tis TOLoDTOS, OF TONNOVS éErjveykav, elta éEnvéxl-
noav:  dhov, pukpév éoTi TO SidoTnua, xal
70070 8’ Sowv kal ped’ olwv éfavrioluevov rxai
é oi’tp ewp,aﬂf(p, m‘; oy ws wpdypa. B?\e'vre
fy&p omo‘m 70 axavee Tod, amwoe, xal T0 TpoTw
aMw a'rretpov. év 817 ToUTR, T Stadpéper 0 Tpi-
1pepos Tod rpuyepnwov,

va'. EmiTogw o'vu'ro,u.ov ael -rpéxe agvvTopOS 86
7 Kkata Piow, date xatad TO uryl,ea-m-rou mav
Mryew xal 7rp¢wa'ew. amal\dooe fy&p ]
-rozav'rn -rrpoeea'tc komwy Kkal orpatelas,’ xai
wdaons oikovopias kal kopyeias.

! arparyyelas (vacillation) Stepha,n. But Pollux in his Ono-
n;la.stwor&, dedicated to Commodus in Marcue’ lifetime, rejects
the wor

1iv. 48,§2. 2 jv. 47.
3 -rprycpﬁvms, a clever conflation between wpiyépwy and
Tephvios, an epithet of Nestor from a town in Messenia.
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high-minded, chaste, sensible, deliberate, straight-
forward, modest, free, and from possessing all the
other qualities, the presence of which enables a
man’s nature to come fully into its own? Forget
not in future, when anything would lead thee
to feel hurt, to take thy stand upon this axiom :
This is mo misfortune, but to bear it nobly is good
Sortune.

50. An unphilosophical, but none the less an
effective, help to the contemning of death is to tell
over the names of those who have clung long and
tenaciously to life. How are they better oft than
those who were cut off before their time? After all,
they lie buried somewhere at last, Cadicianus, Fabius,
Julianus, Lepidus, and any others like them, who
after carrying many to their graves were at last
carried to their own.! Small, in any point of view, is
the difference 2 in length, and that too lived out to
the dregs amid what great cares and with what sort
of companions and in what kind of a body! Count
it then of no consequence. For look at the yawning
gulf of Time behind thee, and before thee at another
Infinity to come. In this Eternity the life of a baby
of three days and the life of a Nestor of three
centuries % are as one.*

51. Run ever the short way; and the short way is
the way of Nature, that leads to all that is most
sound in speech and act. For a resolve such as this
is a release from troubles and strife, from all mental
reservation ® and affectation.

4 ¢p. Ecclesiasticus, xli. 4. 5 jv. 19.
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’

a’. *OpBpov 3rav Svairvws éEeyeipy, mpoxetpov
éorw, b1 “éml avBpdmov Epyov éyeipopar” ére
odv ! Svorohaivw, el mopevopar éml 1O moreiv, v
&vexev wyéyova, xal dv ydpw mpofiyuar els TOV
kb pov; 9 émrl TobTo KaTeTKeVaT pat, tva KaTaKelp-
evos év oTpopatiows éuavtov @dhmre; < AANa TodTo
#dtov.” mpos 16 H8eabar odv ryéyovas; Shws 8¢
o2 wpos meiow,’ 1) mwpos évépyetav; od BAémers
Ta purdpia, Ta oTpovldpia, Tovs plpunkas, Tovs
dpdyvas, Tas pe\iocaas TO (Siov mowovoas, To*
xal’ avTas cvykpoTodoas kéopov; Emeita oV od
Oéreis Ta avBpwmika moietv; ol Tpéxets émi T
katd T oy Pvow; “’ANNa Oei xal avamay-
eclar” ¢nui kayo: Edwxe pévror rai TovTOU
yéfpa 7 ¢6¢\ne; é'3wlc\e p:e'v'roz xal Tob éabieww xal
mivew* kai Spws ov Umép Ta pérpa, vmép TA
aprodvra mpoywpeis év 8¢ Tals wpdEeaiy ok Ere,
A\ évtos Tob duvaTod.
1 i odv Menag. 2 o0 PAD: ov Schmidt.

3 xoietv P: <7d> moteiv Cor.: wolnow Wilam.
4 73y PD: ovyxoouoboas P.

1 1.
2 Marcus in younger days was an early riser, etting u
even at 3 o’clock (Fronto, ad Caes. iv. 5) or 5 o’clock (obi<£
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1. At daybreak,! when loth to rise,2 have this
thought ready in thy mind : I am rising for a man’s
work. Am I then still peevish that I am going to do
that for which I was born and for the sake of which
I came into the world ? Or was I made for this, that
I should nuzzle under the bed-clothes and keep my-
self warm ?  But this is pleasanter. Hast thou been
made then for pleasure, in a word, I ask thee, to be
acted upon or to act? Consider each little plant,
each tiny bird, the ant, the spider, the bee, how they
go about their own work and do each his part for the
building up of an orderly Universe. Dost thou then
refuse to do the work of a man? Dost thou not
hasten to do what Nature bids thee. But some rest,
too, is necessary. I do not deny it. Howbeit Nature
has set limits to this, and no less so to eating and
drinking. Yet thou exceedest these limits and ex-
ceedest sufficiency. But in acts it is no longer so;
there thou comest short of the possibility.

iv. 6). He admits sleepiness of habit (ibid. i. 4; v. 59), but
says it is so cold in his bedroom that he can scarcely put his
hands outside his bedclothes. Fronto constantly urges him
to take more sleep (ibid. ii. 5; v. 1, 2; de Fer. Als. 2, Nab.
p- 227) : sleep as much as a free man should! At the last he
suffered dreadfully from insomnia, see Galen xiv. 3 (Kiihn) ;
Dio 71. 24, § 4.
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2 OV yap ¢ikels ceavrov: émel ToL Kkal THY
¢Uaw dv cov kal To Bovinua TavTns épilers.
Aot O¢ Tas Téxvas éavt@dv Piolvres oury-
kataTijkovTar Tols KkatT avTas €épyors dGAovTol
xai-doitor oV Y PUcw THY ceavTod élacoov
n\,u.t‘ic’r') 0 'ropeli'r;/s" W TopeuTILIIY, 1“7\6 épxn}o-w‘;s‘
T SpxmaTikY, 9 0 uhdpyvpos TO dpyUpiov,
9) o0 wrevodofos To OSofdpiov. kai odroi, GTav
mpoomabdow, olire ¢ayetv obTe Kxowunbivar
Oénovar paAhov i) TaiTa ouvavfev, wpPods &
Siadépovrar: ool 8¢ ai rowwwikal wpdfels €v-
Teke'a'repac paivovrar Kai floaovos omovdils dEiar;

B. Qs edrorov amwoaclar rai amakeiyrar
maocav pavraciav [Tyv] oxApav 1) avoirelov xal
evfis év mwdoy yalijvy elvat.

v. YAy éavrov kpive mwavtos Aiyov xal

épryov ToD rata Pl kal wi oe TeplomdTw ! %

émakohovfoiod Twwv uéuyris 7 Aéyos, AN, €
xa\ov mempaxbac 7 elpficbai, uy ceavrov am-
aklov. éxetvor pév yap idiov ryyepovinov Exovat kal
idla opud xp@vrar & ov un mwepiBhémov, AAN
eblelav mépawe dxohovldv 4 pioe Th idia Kal

i) kowl) pia 8¢ dupoTépwy TovTwY 1) 00,

8. Tlopelopar &ia Tév rkata ¢iow, wpéxpe
TETOV avaTavooual, évamomveloas uev TovTy, éf
o kal’ fuépav dvamvéw, meawv 8¢ émi TovTe, éE
o) kal To omeppudTiov 0 mwaTip pov ovvélefe xai
TO aipdTiov 1) ujTNp Kal To yaldkTiov 1) TPoPost

1 Cor. for wapendraw.

1 ¢p. of Marcus himself xaudrois xkal ppovrio: TeTpuxwuévos
(Herodian i. 3, § 1) and Julian, Conviv. 407. See Plutarch’s
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For thou lovest not thyself, else surely hadst thou
loved thy nature also and to do her will. But others
who love their own art wear themselves to a shadow
with their labours over it, forgetting to wash or take
food.! But thou holdest thine own nature in less
honour than the chaser of metal his art of chasing,than
the dancer his dancing, than the miser his money-
bags, than the popularity-hunter his little applause.
And these, when they are exceptionally in earnest,
are ready to forgo food and sleep, so that they
forward the things in which they are interested.
But dost thou deem the acts of a social being of less
worth and less deserving of attention ?

2. How easy a thing it is to put away and blot
out every impression 2 that is disturbing or alien,
and to be at once in perfect peace.

3. Deem no word or deed that is in accord with
Nature to be unworthy of thee, and be not plucked
aside by the consequent censure of others or what
they say,® but if a thing is good to do or say, judge
not thyself unworthy of it. For those others
have their own ruling Reason and follow their
own bent. Do not thou turn thine eyes aside, but
keep to the straight path, following thy own and
the universal Nature; and the path of these twain
is one.t o

4. I fare forth through all that Nature wills until
the day when I shall sink down and rest from my
labours, breathing forth my last breath into the air
whence I daily draw it in, and falling upon that
earth, whence also my father gathered the seed, and
my mother the blood, and my nurse the milk ; whence

story of Nikias the painter (de Sene Polit. 4 ; Non posse suar.
mvere sec. Epicur. 11). 2 vii. 29; viii. 47.
3 x. 11.  ep. d St. Peter, ii. 20, 4iv. 29.
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é€ oD xal’ fuépav TogovTois éteat Booropat, kai
dpSez?o;mt, o ¢épet pe maTodvTa, Kai €is TocadiTa
amo Xpwp,euov avT@.

€. Apt;w-m-ra gov  ovk exovcn 0au;mmu.
ea"rw' aA\a e'repa 7ro7\.)~a, eqb wv otk Exews
ewrew “0v 'ya.p we¢vxa. éxeiva odv wapéxov,
awep o\a éoTiv evrl gol, 10 amB&;)\.ov, To a'e;l.vov,
*ro ¢epe'n'ouov, 'ro a¢t7\1780vov, TO aﬂ.em[n,zwzpov,
To oM«yoSeec, T0 euyevee, To e’kevﬂepov, 'ro amépiaa-

v, T0 dapAdapov, 10 peyaleiov.! owc aiofdvy
mooa 78n mwapéyeaar vaa,msvoe, ép’ v ovSe/.ua
a¢w,a9 xal avevn-rnSeto-r'r)foc 7rpo¢a<n9, Spws ére
KdTw pévers e/cwv, 0 kai 'yowué'ew, kai y\io-
xpevealar, kai kohaxevew, kal To gwpdTiov Kar-
ac'rt&a'ﬁaz, xal &peaxetfeo'aat, xai me 1repeve0'0az,
kal Tocaita pirralecbar i Yuxi, 1 'ro apvis
xa-reovceuaaﬂal, auafy/caé"r;. oV, pa Tovs Oeovs.
aM\a -rov-raw ,u.eu ma\at am)M\axGaL édvvaagor
povov &, ei dpa, ws BpadiTepos /cal Sva"n-ap-
axokoven-ro-repoe kataywookealar kal TodTo S¢
aa'mrreov pun wapevBvpovuévy undé éudpiandodvr.
T vwﬁeba.

& 0 /wu Tis eanv, drav T Seftov 7rep4, Twa
WpaEn 'n'poxeapoe Kal M'ywaa'Oat av'rgo ™Y xapw.
o 8¢ 1rpos~ 'rov'ro ey ov -rrpoxetpos‘, dA\ws ,u,ev'roc
map eau-rtp, wc mepl XpewaTov &avoeurat Kal
oldev, & memoinkev. 0 8¢ Tis Tpomov Twa oddé

1 &peyareiov Rend.
1 vii. 67 ; cp. Fronto, ad Ant. i. 2.
2 ¢p. Hor. Ep. i. 1. 28-32. 3 ep.i. 5.
4 cp. Aristides, ad Reg. § 114 (Jebb) of Marcus, oddeufas
ndovis m-mp.évos, and Fronto, de Fer. Als. Nab. p. 225,

volpem facilius quis tibs quam voluptatem conciliaverit.
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daily for so many years I am fed and watered;
which bears me as I tread it under foot and make
full use of it in a thousand ways.

5. Sharpness of wit men cannot praise thee for.l
Granted! Yet there are many other qualities of
which thou canst not say : I kad not that by nature.?
Well then, display those which are wholly in thy
power, sterling sincerity, dignity, endurance of toil,?
abstinence from pleasure. Grumble not at thy lot,
be content with little,> be kindly, independent,
frugal, serious, high-minded.® Seest thou not how
many virtues it is in thy power to display now, in
respect of which thou canst plead no natural in-
capacity or incompatibility, and yet thou art
content still with a lower standard? Or art thou
forced to be discontented, to be grasping, to flatter,
to inveigh against the body, to play the toady and the
braggart, and to be so unstable in thy soul, because
forsooth thou hast no natural gifts? By the Gods,
No ! but long ere now couldest thou have shaken
thyself free from all this and have lain under the
imputation only, if it must be so, of being somewhat
slow and dull of apprehension. And this too thou
must amend with training and not ignore thy
dulness or be in love with it.

6. One man, when he has done another a kindness,
is ready also to reckon on a return.” A second is
not ready to do this, but yet in his heart of hearts
ranks the other as a debtor, and he is conscious of
what he has done® But a third is in a manner not

5 ¢p. i. §; Julian, Conviv. 427.

6 Or humble, if we read &ueyareiov, but cp. v. 9.

7 St. Luke vi. 34; xiv. 12.

8 Sen. de Benef. ii. 6. But see the speech of Marcus to his
soldiers (as reported by Dio, 71. 26, §2) on the revolt of Cassius.
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oidev, b 'rre-rrom/cev, ar\a o;unoc éoTiv auméle
Bo'rpvu evefy/covaq xal p/qb‘ev d\o  Tpogemi-
Cn-rovmy p.e'ra, 70 dmak 'rou c&ou Icap-n'ou ew;vox-
évat, o5 wr-rroc Spaudv, xkiwv vaeva-ac, ;z,eMao-a
y.e"M movjcaca. avﬂpamoq & <év>! ev 'n'omzme
ovK e-ln,Boa'rat, aa\a p.e'raBawa ép’ e'repou, ®s
a;m'e)\oc émi 70 wa\w év TH dpa Tov BoéTpur
eve'y/cew.

“’Ev ToVTots oy 861, elvas Tois 'rpo'rrou Twa
uwapaxokouon'rcoe abTo mototoe;” vai. “’AAN
avto TobTo 86l 1rapaxo7\ov€ew' iSov  yap
¢noi  Tob KowwuKod 'ro alobaveabar, &Tu
xowwvikds évepyet, kai vy Aia BovAecbar kai
TOoV /cowmubv aicBéobar.” arnbés pév éotw, &
)»e'fyezs“ To Be vy Mfyo,u,evou mapexdéxn: Sua
-rou-ro ear) e:.e éxeivwv, dv 7rpo*repov e'rre;wna'ﬁ'qv-
ral 'yap éxeivor Noyikq) Tuve mﬂavo'm'n 7rapafyou-
Tar. éav 8¢ 067\110'1]9 a'vvewaz, Ti moTé éoTL TO
Mfyo,m-:vov, ) $o309, un Tapa TodTo 7rapa7u.7r1]9
Tt Epryov KoLWVLKOY.

. van Ae'qvauov- “*YLaov, Vaov, w ¢(,7Le
Zeb, kata 'mc apovpas- TijS A017wuwv kal TGV
1re&wv. Aot o bei edyeclar 1) olTws amhids
ral e’?\eueepa)s‘.

7. Ovrowv Ti éoTe 'ro Xefyop.evou, on “oup-
e'rafeu 0 Aa’rc)\nmoc TOUTQ wr';rao'mu, i Yuypo-
Novaiav, 9 avvwo&no‘aau' TotodTov éoTi Kal TO
ovvérafe ToUT® N TOY Shwv Plois vioov, 9
1 <&> cp. x. 8. 2 ¢mowarar AD.

! vii. 73; ix. 42,§ 4. c¢p. Fronto, de Nep. 2 ad fin.

2 xi. 4; xii. 29.

3 e.9. a man who acts on the precept, * Let not thy left
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conscious of it, but is like the vine that has borne a
cluster of grapes, and when it has once borne its due
fruit looks for no reward beyond,! as it is with a
steed when it has run its course, a hound when it has
singled out the trail, a bee when she hath made her
comb. And so a man when he hath done one thing
well, does not cry it abroad, but betakes himself to a
second,? as a vine to bear afresh her clusters in due
season.

A man then must be of those who act thus as it were
unconsciously? Aye. But surely he must be conscious
of what he is doing, for it is, we are told, the peculiar
attribute of the man of true social instincts to he aware
that he puts such instincts into practice and by heaven
lo wish that his fellow should be aware of it too. True;
but thou misconceivest the present argument, and
wilt consequently be of the number of those whom I
mentioned before ; for in fact they are led astray by
reasoning which has a plausible look. But if thou
thinkest it worth while to understand what has been
said, fear not that thou wilt be led thereby to neglect
any social act.

7. A prayer of the Athenians: Rain, Rain, O dear
Zeus, upon the corn-land of the Athenians* and their
meads. Either pray not at all, or in this simple and
frank fashion.

8. We have all heard, Aesculapius has prescribed for
s0 and so riding exercise, or cold baths,® or walking bare-
Jfoot. Precisely so it may be said that the Universal
Nature has prescribed for so and so sickness or

hand know what thy right hand doeth,” must act so designedly.
3 cp. Pausan. i. 24, § 3.
5 See the amazing story of an icy bathe prescribed so to
Aristides (Sacr. Serm. ii. 529, Jebb ff.).
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maim or loss or what not of the same kind. For, in
the former case, prescribed has some such meaning as
this : He ordained this for so and so as conducive
to his health ; while in the latter what befalls each
man has been ordained in some way as conducive

to his destiny. For we say that things fall to us,

as the masons too say that the huge squared
stones in walls and pyramids fall into_their places,
adjusting themselves harmoniously to one another
in a sort of structural unity. For, in fine, there is
one harmony of all things, and just as from all
bodies the Universe is made up into such a body as
it is, so from all causes is Destiny made up into
such a Cause, This is recognized by the most
unthinking, for they say: Fate brought this on him.
So then this was brought on this man, and this
prescribed for this man. Let us then accept
our fate, as we accept the prescriptions of Aes-
culapius. And in fact in these, too, there are many
“ bitter pills,” but we welcome them in hope of
health.

Take much the same view of the accomplishment
and consummation of what Nature approves as of thy
health, and so welcome whatever happens, should it
even be somewhat distasteful, because it contributes
to the health of the Universe and the well-faring
and well-doing of Zeus himself. For he had not
brought this on a man, unless it had brought
welfare to the Whole. For take any nature thou
wilt, it never brings upon that which is under its
" control anything that does not conduce to its
interests.

For two reasons then it behoves thee to acquiesce

| .

|

in what befalls : one, that it was for thee it took :*
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place, and was prescribed for thee, and had reference
in some sort to thee, being a thread of destiny spun
from the first ! for thee from the most ancient causes ;
the other, that even what befalls each individual is the
cause of the well-faring, of the consummation 2 and
by heaven of the very permanence of that which
controls the Universe. For the perfection of the
Whole is impaired, if thou cuttest off ever solittle of
the coherence and continuance of the Causes no less
than of the parts. And thou dost cut them off; as
far as lies with thee, and bring them to an end, when
thou murmurest.

9. Do not feel qualms® or despondency or dis-
‘comfiture if thou dost not invariably succeed in
acting from right principles; but when thou art
foiled,* come back again to them, and rejoice if on
the whole thy conduct is worthy of a man, and love
the course to which thou returnest. Come not back
to Philosophy as to a schoolmaster, but as the sore-
eyed to their sponges and their white of egg, as this
patient to his plaster and that to his fomentations.
Thus wilt thou rest satisfied with Reason, yet make
no parade of obeying her. And forget not that Philo-
sophy wishes but what thy nature wishes, whereas
thy wish was for something else that accords not
with Nature. Yes, for it would have been the acme
of delight. Ah, is not that the very reason why
pleasure trips us up? Nay, see if these be not more
delightful still: high-mindedness, independence,
simplicity, tenderness of heart,® sanctity of life.

"Why what is more delightful than wisdom herself,

3 Lit. be nauseated (cp. viii. 24). 4 v. 36.
5 Galen xii. 17 (Kiihn) calls Marcus edyvduwy, uérpios,
finepos, wpaos.
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when thou thinkest how sure and smooth in all
its workings is the faculty of understanding and
knowledge ?

10. Things are in a sense so wrapped up in mystery
that not a few philosophers, and they no ordinary
ones, have concluded that they are wholly beyond
our comprehension : nay, even the Stoics themselves
find them hard to comprehend. Indeed every
assent we give to the impressions of our senses is
liable to error, for where is the man who never errs?
Pass on then to the objective things themselves, how
transitory they are, how worthless, the property,
quite possibly, of a boy-minion, a harlot, or a brigand.!
After that turn to the characters of thine associates,
even the most refined of whom it is difficult to put up
with, let alone the fact that a man has enough to do
to endure himself.2

What then there can be amid such murk and
nastiness, and in so ceaseless an ebbing of substance
and of time, of movement and things moved, that
deserves to be greatly valued or to excite our ambition
in the least, I cannot even conceive. On the
contrary, a man should take heart of grace to await his
natural dissolution, and without any chafing at delay
comfort 8 himself with these twin thoughts alone : the
one, that nothing will befall me that is not in accord
with the Nature of the Universe ; the other, that it
is in my power to do nothing contrary to the God
and the ‘genius’ 4 within me. For no one can force
me to disobey that.

11. To what use then am 1 putting my soul? Never
fail to ask thyself this question and to cross-examine

3 A favourite word. cp. iv. 31; v. 9 =" to take rest in.”
4 ii. 13 ; iii. 5 ete.
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thyself thus: What relation have I to this part of
me which they call the ruling Reason? And whose
Soul have I got now? The Soul of a child? Of
a youth? Of a woman? Of a tyrant? Of a
domestic animal ? Of a wild beast?

12. What are counted as good things in the estim-
ation of the many thou canst gather even from this.
For if a man fix his mind upon certain things as really
and unquestionably good, such as wisdom, temper-
ance, justice, manliness, with this preconception in
"% mind he could no longer bear to listen to the
poet’s, By reason_of his wealth of goods ; for it
would not apply. But, if a man first fix his mind
upon the things which appear good to the multi-
tude, he will listen and readily accept as aptly
added the quotation from the Comic Poet. In-
this way even the multitude have a perception of
the difference. For otherwise this jest would
not! offend and be repudiated, while we accept
it as appropriately and wittily said of wealth and
of the advantages which wait upon luxury and
popularity. Go on, then, and ask whether we should
prize and count as good those things, with which
first fixed in our mind we might germanely quote
of their possessor, that for his very mealth of goods
he has no place to ease himself in.?

13. I am made up of the Causal 3 and the Material,
and neither of these disappears into nothing, just

and we might then ¢p. Diog. Laert. Diog. 6 and Arist. 4,
passagesin which we are told that the philosopher being taken
to a magnificent house where spitting was forbidden spat in
his host’s face, explaining that he could find no other place.

3 The Efficient, or Formal, or Formative principle, here
the Soul, but the Soul itself consists of a causal element
(vots) and a material (7 wvevudriov).
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as neither did it come into existence out of nothing.
So shall my every part by change be told off! to
form some part of the Universe, and that again be
changed into another part of it, and so on to infinity.
It was by such process of change that I too came into
being and my parents, and so backwards into a second
infinity. And the statement is quite legitimate, even
if the Universe be arranged according to completed
cycles.?

14. Reason and the art of reasoning are in them-
selves and in their own proper acts self-sufficing
faculties. Starting from a principle peculiar to them,
they journey on to the end set before them. Where-
fore such actions are termed right acts, as signifying
that they follow the right way.

15. Call none of those things a man’s that do not
fall to him as man. They cannot be claimed of
a man ; the man’s nature does not guarantee them;
they are no consummations of that nature. Conse-
quently neither is the end for which man lives placed
in these things, nor yet that which is perfective of the
end, namely The Good. Moreover, if any of these
things did fall to- a man, it would not fall to him
to contemn them and set his face against them,
nor would a man be commendable who shewed
himself independent of these things, nor yet would he
be a good man who came short of his own standard
in any of them, if so be these things were good.
- But as it is, the more a man can cut himself free,
or even be set free, from these and other such
things with equanimity, by se much the more is he

ood.

16. The character of thy mind will be such as is

1 viii. 25. 2 v. 32; xi. 1. See Index IIL (weplodo:).
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the character of thy frequent thoughts,! for the *~
soul takes its dye from the thoughts. Dye her
then with a continuous succession of such thoughts
as these : Where life is possible, there it is possible
also to live well.—But the life is life in a Court.2 Well,
in a Court too it is possible to live well. And again:
A thing is drawn towards that for the sake of which it
has been made, and its end lies in that towards which
it is drawn and, where its end lies, there lie also its
interest and its good. The Good, then, for a rational
creature is fellowship with others.? For it has been
made clear long ago* that we were constituted for
fellowship, Or was it not obvious that the lower
were for the sake of the higher?® and the higher for

.the sake of one another? And living things are
higher than lifeless,® and those that have reason than
those that have life only.

17. To crave impossibilities is lunacy ; but it is
impossible for the wicked to act otherwise.”

18. Nothing befalls anyone that he is not fitted -
by nature to bear.® Others experience the same
things as thou, but either from ignorance that
anything has befallen them, or to manifest their
greatness of mind, they stand firm and get no hurt.
A strange thing indeed that ignorance and vanity
should prove stronger than wisdom !®

19. Things of themselves cannot take the least
hold of the Soul, nor have any access to her, nor
deflect or move her; but the Soul alone deflects

8 cp. Chrysippus: 7d (Gov Tod uh (gov rpeiTTov.

7 jv. 6; vii. 71 ; xi. 18 ad fin. ; Sen. de Ira ii. 31.

8 viii. 46; x. 3; St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 13.

9 ¢p. Sen. Ep. 36 ad fin. : turpissimum $i eam securitatem
nobis ratio non praestat, ad quam stultitia perducit.
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Tov mwoMTHY PBAdmTer. éml quq THS 'rov
Beﬂkawac qbav'mo'mg ooV émarye Tov xavoua'
€ 7N mohs v'rro 'rov'mv ;m Brdmrrerar, oddeé e«yw
Beﬁ)&a,u.yau el 8 7 7ro7u¢ ,BXarfeTat, owc.
opqta¢§ou T® PBAdmTovTe TR WoOMV. TL TO
mapopwpevoy;

1 More correctly adrd. ..% sc. &AAa deikréov before 7f Gat.

1 vi, 8. 2 xi. 16. 3 jv. 1; vi. 50.

118



BOOK V

and moves herself,! and whatever judgments she
deems it right to form, in conformity with them she
fashions for herself the things that submit themselves
to her from without.2

20. In one respect a man is of very close concern
to us, in so far as we must do him good and forbear ;
but in so far as any stand in the way of those acts
which concern us closely, then man becomes for me
as much one of things indifferent as the sun, as the
wind, as a wild-beast. Though a man may in some
sort fetter my activity, yet on my own initiative and
mental attitude no fetters can be put because of the
power they possess of conditional action3 and of
adaptation to circumstances. For everything that
stands in the way of its activity is adapted and
transmuted by the mind into a furtherance of it,!
and that which is a check on this action is converted
into a help to it, and that which is a hindrance in
our path goes but to make it easier.

21. Prize the most excellent thing in the Universe ;
and this is that which utilizes all things and controls
all things. Prize in like manner the most excellent
thing in thyself;® and this is that which is akin to
the other. For this, which utilizes all else is in thee
too, and by it thy life is governed.

22. That which is not hurtful to the community
cannot hurt the individual.® Test every case of
apparent hurt by this rule : if the community be not
_hurt by this, neither am I hurt; but if the com-
‘munity be hurt, there is no need to be angry
with him that hath done the hurt,” but to enquire,

PWhat hath he seen amiss ? 8

T 4iv.1; x 31 ad fin. 5 vi. 16 ad fin.
6 v.35; vi. 54, 7 v, 35. 8 xi. 13.
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—

Ky Hoh)\ame ev0v;4.ov 'ro -raxos‘ Tis mapa-
popas /cau vvrefa.f/wrmq TV SvTov Kal 'ywo,u.evwv.
7 Te 'yap ovgia oIov wora;wc év Smverel pvaet'
xal. at evépvyetaz év o'vvexeat uetafBolais, xal Ta

altia év ;l.vpl,azq TpoTals, xa; axedov ov8ev éoTays,
kalt To mdpeyyvs 1'686 aﬂ'el,pov Tob ' mapeyn-
x0709'1' Kal yehhov-roq axaveg, @ mdvra évapav-
Lé’e-rat. RS ouv oV pwpos o év 'rov-rocs' $vodpuevos

.} omdpevos i axeﬂuaé‘mv'l' @5 & T Xpove Kai
émi ;l,alcpou <av> evox)»na'awn, +2

©?d. Méurnao Tijs o-vmraa'nq ova’bac, s o)u»y-
taTOoV ;wrexets" lcal Tol oVumavros aldvos, ob
Bpaxu Kai alca,puuou gou 8Laa'1'n,ua apwpioTac
kal 'n)e et,uappevns‘, M 1roo"rov el ;u-:pos‘,

ke'. "Alhos ap.ap-rauec kG els e,u.e, ox[re'rar
L&av éxet Sl,aaeaw, L&av euepfyecav e'yw uvv exw,
6 pe Oener viw exew 7 lcown ¢vate, kal wpdoow, &
pe viv 7rpao'0'ew ﬂeXec 7 e/.m piass.

ks’. To nfye,u,ovucov Kal Kvpedov Tijs Yruxis
gov pépos a-rpevr'rov ea"rm vmo Tijs é&v 1) capxi
Aelas 7 'rpaxems‘ anaewq Kai ;m‘; TUyKpLY-
eaﬂw, arxa 1repuypa¢e-rw éavTo Kai mepLopiléTe
Tas meloes e’lcewae év 'rote popiots.  dtav 86
ava.&,Swwal, xa-ra ™ e'repav +3 a'vp.'n'aﬁetav els
-nyv vaouw, as év aw/.ca-n nvw/.cevm, TéTE 7rpoe
pev T aw@naw ¢v¢nm7v ovaav ov vretpa-reov
avreBalvew, Tyv 8¢ vmoryry Ty ws mepl dryabod.
7 kakod ) mpooTiBétw To Nryeponkov éE éavtob.

1 7ob Te PA. :

2 wurpdy P: &voxAfioovtt Lofft : évoxAfiodv 7¢ Fournier.
The future sense seems required.

3 érépwv <drépois> Schenkl nepav Rend. (cp. Sext. Emp.
adv. Math. ix. 80) : fuerépayv Rich,
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23. Think often on the swiftness with which the
things that exist and that are coming into existence
are swept past us and carried out of sight. For all
substance! is as a river in ceaseless flow,? its activities
ever changing and its causes subject to countless
variations, and scarcely anything stable; and ever
beside us is this infinity of the past and yawning
abyss of the future, wherein all things are dis-
appearing.® Is he not senseless who in such an
environment puffs himself up, or is distracted, or
frets as over a trouble lasting and far-reaching ?

24. Keep in memory the universal Substance, of
which thou art a tiny part ; and universal Time, of
which a brief, nay an almost momentary span has
been allotted thee; and Destiny, in which how
fractional thy share? ¢

25. Another does me some wrong? He shall see
to it.> His disposition is his own, his activities are
his - own. What the universal Nature wills me to
have now, that. I now have, and what my nature
wills me now to do, that I do.

26. Let the ruling and master Reason of thy soul
be proof against any motions in the flesh smooth or
vough. Let it not mingle itself with them, but
isolate and restrict those tendencies to their true
spheres. But when in virtue of that other sympathetic
connection these tendencies grow up into the mind
as is to be expected in a single organism, then
must thou not go about to resist the sensation,
natural as it is, but see that thy ruling Reason
adds no opinion of its own as to whether such is
good or bad.

! Or, Being. 2 jv. 43; vii. 19. © 3 xii. 32.
4 Epict. i. 12, 26. 5 St. Matt. xii. 4, 24.
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«. Evtﬁv 96029. avli dé 860&9 o avvest‘
&wvvs' avTols 'mu éavtod Yuxn @ apeaxop,emw pev
Tols a'n-ovepopeuots', motodaav &, 8 boa Bov)\.e‘raz o
datpwv, dv éxdoTe mpooTdTHY Kal tyyeudva o
Zevs Ewkev, amocmacua éavtod. ovros 8é éoTw
0 éxdoTov vois xal x&yos‘.

k' T(p rypaa-ww pTE opfyl.{y, n'n 76 68o-
o'-répq» opyily; Tl o moujoeL; TolodToV 0'76p.a
exez, 'roza,v-ras' y.a)\as‘ éxer ava/cn Tola Ty do-
¢opav a7ro ToloUTWY rywea'ﬂaz. ANV o av0pw7ros‘
Aoyov exet, énaoi,! mu vaa'rat ovvvoety é¢-
toTdvey, 'n w?\.nppe?\.ec. € go yévoiTo" ToLyap-
obv kal oV Moyov éyeis ana’ov Noryukd) 8ta0¢~:0'et
Mryucm/ Sidfeay, )%eafov, v'rropm;trov. e yap
ématie, 0epa7revoel.q Kal od Xpeta opyis.

Oire Tpaypdos odire wopyn.

xd'. ‘Qs éfe)\ﬁaw C‘r)u &avm), 007&)9 ewavﬂa
tiv efea-rw. éav 8¢ ;m em'rpe';rma'z, 'm're xai Tod
Ly EEOL ou'rws' pévror, ds pundév Kaxa mdoywv.
“ Ka.-lrvos', Kal &'n’epxo,u.al..’ T( adTo 'n'p&'yp.a
Soxels; péxpr 8é pe TorodTov ovdév eEwyec, péve
é\evle 05, xal ou8el,s‘ he KkoAioel moueiy & 0énw:
0é\w 6¢2 kaTa Ppiow Tob Noyikol Kal KowwvikoD
Swov.

AN, 0 'roi} OAov vois xowwmxés‘. TeToinKe
yoby TQ xeopw TOV xpevr'rovwv évexev:  kal Ta
xpevr-m a)\)wy)\ms‘ aum)p/wa'eu. opas*, TOS u'rre'mfe,
agvvétake, xal 1o kat afiav améveipev éxdotois

1 ¢boes AD. 2 <ra>.
1ii. 1, 4; xii. 26, 30.

3 Epict. i. 14, § 12 éxlrpowov éxdory rapénr-rmu (sc. Zeus)
Tdv éxdoTov Balp.ova kal wapédwxe purdoaew abTdv abT§.
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27. Walk with the Gods! And he does walk with
the Gods, who lets them see his soul invariably
satisfied with its lot and carrying out the will of that
¢ genius,” a particle! of himself, which Zeus has given
to every man as his captain and guide >—and this-is
none other than each man’s intelligence and reason.

28. If a man’s armpits are unpleasant, art thou
angry with him? If he has foul breath? What
would be the use? The man has such a mouth, he
has such armpits. Some such effluvium was bound
to come from such a source. But the man has sense,
quotha ! With a little attention he could see wherein ke
offends. 1 congratulate thee! Well, thou too hast
sense. By a rational attitude, then, in thyself evoke
a rational attitude in him,® enlighten him, admonish
him. If he listen, thou shalt cure him,* and have no
need of anger.

Neither tragedian nor harlot.

29. Thou canst live on earth as thou dost purpose
to live when departed. But if men will not have
it so, then is it time for thee even to go out of life,’
yet not as one who is treated ill. ’T%s smoky and I go
amway.8 Why think it a great matter? But while
no such cause drives me forth, I remain a free man,
and none shall prevent me from doing what I will,
and I will what is in accordance with the nature of a
rational and social creature.

30. The intelligence of the Universe is social.
It hath at any rate made the lower things for the
sake of the higher, and it adapted the higher?
to one another. Thou seest how it hath sub-
ordinated, coordinated, and given each its due lot

3 x. 4 ; Epiet. ii. 8, §11. 4 cp. St. Matt. xviii. 15.
> See on iii. 1. cp. viii. 47.
8 Epict. i. 25, § 18 ; iv. 10, §27. 7 v. 16.
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Kkai Ta lcpa'rm-'revowa els opovolav AAMfA@Y
o'vun'ya'yev.

Az, Tlas 'n'poa'ew)uefal. /LprI, viv Beols, yov-
etow, a8€)»¢ots‘, fyvvauu, Téxvous, Sidacrdlocs,
'rpo¢evm, ¢L7\oz9, oucel.om, olkétals ; € wpos
mdvTas oo péxpe vov éoTi TO

“ Mijre Twa péEa é€aiotov, uijre <Ti> elmeiv.’ !
dva,u,a;l.m;mcov 8¢ xai & oi’wv &e)wﬂwﬁas‘ xal
ola fipreaas mopeivar. xai 87 w?\npm 760 aot
] w'rop:,a -rov Biov  kai 're)\ev-ra, ] het-rovp'ym'
/cal. 7roa'a dmTal kald, xal mocwy piv HSovdy
mu 7rovaw vvrepel,Ses‘, 7roa'a ¢ evBofa mapeldes,
eis Goovs 8¢ a afva,u,ovas‘ evfyvco;uov efyeuou.

7\.,8’ A Ti a'v'yxeovaw a'rexuoc Kal ap,aﬂeas‘

vyal ev'rexvov Kai ema-rr),u,oua, Tis obv ‘\PUXﬂ
evexvos /caL emo-'m;mv, 7 eLSvm apxnv Kai
Té\os, kal -rou &0 07\179 s ovm,as* dujkovTa Noyov
kal 8ta mavTos Tol aidvos katd mweptodovs TeTary-
pévas oixovopodvra To mav.

A "Oa’ov oﬁSe"n'w o’7ro$be 7 oKe\etos, xal
17'7'0L dvopa 17 ovde dvopa 70 8¢ & dvopa \[ro¢os‘ Kal
a-lmxn,ua 'ra, 8¢ é & ) Bl.go TMONUTIUYTA KEVA Kal
oa,vrpa Kal pkpa Kai /cvw&a Siadarvoueva xai
7ral.8ba gnkoveuca, fyewaa, eura. €vbvs Khaiovra.
mioTis 8¢ kal aldws xai Sikn xal alibeia

“ I pos "ONvpmov amo xfovos ebpvodeins.”

1 Marcus quotes this line in a form that does not scan.
cp. vii. 39 if the text is correct.
2 rehevrala AD: 7erea P: Terevrd Schenkl.

1 Hom. Od. iv. 690.
2 x. 36. There is no Pharisaism here, as some have most un-
warrantably asserted. 3 cp. St. Paul, 1Cor. i. 27 (4wth. Vers.).
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and brought the more excellent things into mutual
accord.

31. How hast thou borne thyself heretofore
towards Gods, parents, brothers, wife, children,
teachers, tutors, friends, relations, household ? Canst
thou say truly of them all to this day,

. . T
Doing to no man wrong, nor speaking aught that is evil 2

And call to mind all that thou hast passed through,
all thou hast found strength to bear ; that the story
of thy life is now full-told and thy service is ending ;
and how many beautiful sights thou hast seen, how
many pleasures and pains thou hast disregarded,
forgone what ambitions, and repaid with kindness
how much unkindness.?

32. Why do unskilled and ignorant souls confound 2
him who has skill and has knowledge? What soul,
then, has skill and knowledge? Even that which
knoweth beginning and end, and the reason that
informs all Substance, and governs the Whole from
ordered cycle to cycle ¢ through all eternity.

33. But a little while and thou shalt be burnt
ashes or a few dry bones, and possibly a name,
possibly not a name even.> And a name is but sound
and a far off echo. And all that we prize so highly
in our lives is empty and rotten and paltry, and we
-but as puppies snapping at each other, as quarrel-
some children now laughmg and anon in tears. But
faith and modesty and justice and truth

Up from the wide-wayed Earth /mve winged their flight
to Olympus 6
v, 135 x. ® viii. 25 ; xii. 27.
6 Hesnod Op 197. cp. Eur. Med. 439 and Lucian, Nigr. 16,

who, speakmg of Rome, says much the same of aidbs and
&perh and Swcaiostry. See also Dio 71, 24, § 2.
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Ti odv érv 7o évraifa xa‘rexov, elye Ta pév
aiclnra eu;l.e'raBMrra xa.l, oy ec-rw'ra' -rd o¢
awﬁnfnpza auvdpa kal euvrapa-rwrm-rw av'ro 8¢
T0 Yruyxdprov ayaﬁvpl,aa'l.c a(;b aa,u.a-roc- 70 8¢
eu80m;u-:w 'n'apc‘z -rowv'rozc /ceww. Ti ovv, mepe-
peveist Mews T elte aBéow eite perdoTacv.
éws 8¢ e’xeims‘ 6 xaipos épioTaTar, T( dpkel; TL &
a)\)so 7 feovs ,uev a’eﬁew Kal eUprpueiv, avfpawmovs
0¢ ed moLely, Kal avexeaﬂat avTéy Kal “‘am-
éxeobar ? oa'a 8¢ évros 8pwv Tod xpea,&,ov xal
oD 1ruev,uaﬂov, Tabra pepvicbar pijre ca vra
pire émi goi.

A\, Advacar el evpoew, euye xal, evodeiv,?
euye xal 084) vvro)\.a/.cﬁdvew lca,l, vrpaa'a'ew. Svo
'rav'ra xowa 1) T€ Tob Beod xai TH 'rov avepamov
Kai -n'awoc Mryucou L’wov 1PUX’7 T0 p1) éumodit-
eo'eat om’ a)\.)\ou' mu 70 év T Sikauh Staeeaet
kal wpafez exew 70 ayalov, kal évrabba Ty
opefw avroMryew.

M E: ,m)'re xama éoTl TodTo e;m wijTe
evepryeta /ca-ra lcamav éun pijte TO xowov BrdmT-
eTat, T v'rrep adtod Siapépopar; Tis 8¢ BAaBn
ToD Kowob;

As’. M9 ohooyepds ™ ¢au'mam cwvapmadl-
eoblar aM\d Bonﬁew pev xata 8uva;1.w xafxa'r’
akiav: xdv ecq Ta péoa e)\a-r-rwv'raa, /m pévroe
B)\.aﬁnv a.v'ro ¢awa§eo’0az, /calcov fyap é6os.
AN @s o0 épwv amelaov Tov Tob OpemTod

1 wepiuévets PA : wepiueveis Wilam.

2 Lofft and Stich. for etdewr A, é3elewv P.
3 érarra@vra: has no subject : érarroi 7: Cor.

1 vi. 15. cp. Tzetz. Chil. vii. 803 ; viii. 223.
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What then keeps thee here?—if indeed sensible
objects are ever changing and unstable, and our
faculties are so feeble and so easily misled ; and the
poor soul itself is an exhalation from blood!; and
to be well-thought of in such a world mere vanity.
What then remains? To wait with a good grace for
the end, whether it be extinction or translation.?
But till our time for that be come, what dufficeth ?
What but to reverence the Gods and to praise them,
to do good unto men and to bear with them and
Jorbear? but, for all else that comes within the
compass of this poor flesh and breath, to remember
that it is not thine nor under thy control ?

- 34. Thou hast it in thy power that the current ot
thy life be ever fair, if also ’tis thine to make fair
way, if also in ordered way to think and act. The
Soul of God and the souls of men and of every
rational creature have these two characteristics in
common : to suffer no let or hindrance from another,
and to find their good in a condition and practice of
justice, and to confine their propension to this.

35. If this be no vice of mine nor the outcome of
any vice of mine, and if the common interest does
not suffer, why concern myself about it? And how |
can the common interest suffer? 4

36. Be not carried incontinently away by sense-
impressions, but rally to the fight as thou canst and
as is due. If there be failure ® in things indifferent,
" think not there is any great harm done ; for that is
an evil habit. But as the greybeard (in the play)

2 Marcus never seems to have made up his mind which it
was to be. See iv. 21 ; viii. 25; xi. 3.
3 These two constituted for Epictetus the whole ‘¢ Law
and the Prophets ” ; see Aulus Gellius xvii. 19.
4 v, 22; vi. 54. 5 v. 36.
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pop.Bov amyTe /J.G/.I.VT]}I-GVOS‘, éte pop.Boc, oUTws odv
xkal dbde t+eémel Tol 'ywr) rkaAov! e-rn TQV ep,Bo)\wu,'f'
uvﬂpw'lre, émendfov, T( TaiTa nv' “ Na.u a)»?\.a
'rovfote 7repw’7rou8a.0'7a. &id TobT oDy Kai av
pwpos 'yem),

"Eyevéumy moté, omovdijmore karaheidlels,
ebpotpos avlpomos: To 8¢ “ eduoipos,” ayalny
potpav ceavtd amoveipas® ayabal 8¢ poipar
ayabai Tpomwai uxis, dyabai oppai, ayabai
mpafes.

1 ¢xel vf ylverar kardv Xyl.: yxaridv Cor.  ¥werra 7{ might
be read.
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taking his leave reclaimed his foster-child’s top, not
forgetting that it was but a top, so do thou here also.!
- Since indeed thou art found haranguing on the
hustings, O Man, hast thou forgotten what this really
means? Aye, but people will have it. Must thou too
be a fool in consequence ?

Time was that wheresoever forsaken? I was a
man well-portioned ; but that man well-portioned is
he that hath given himself a good portion ; and good
portions are good phases of the soul, good impulses,
good actions,

1 Tt is not known what Marcus alludes to. The following
words are unintelligible.
2 Or overtaken (xataAngBels).
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a'. ‘H 1év 6 wv odoia edmedns rai edrpemis:
0 8¢ TavTny Siokdv Aoyos ovdeulav év éavTd
aitiav éyel Tob Kaxomoiely: Kakiav yap ok Exet
o008é 1L Kaxkds moel ovd¢ PBhamreTai TL VM
éxeivov. Tdvra 8¢ xaT éxelvov fiverar Kal
mepaiveTat.

B. My 8agépov, mioTepov puydv 4 Oarmo-
JEvos TO Tpémov oiels, Kai woTEPor VVITE{WY
7 ikavds Umvov éxwy, Kal ToTEPOY KAKDS drovwY
7 ebpnuoluevos, kal woTepov amobvicrkwv 4
TPATTWY TL GANolov. pia ydp TAY BiwTikdy
mpafewy kal atty éoti, kald Ny amobviorouev
apret odv xal émwl TadTys ‘1o mwapov e Géslar.
v. "Eow BNémwe: undevos mpdyuatos mipre 3
i8ia moLoTns pijTe 7 dla wapatpexérto oe.

. Idvra Td Urroxeipeva TdyioTa peraBalet,
kal fro. éxbvuablicerar, eimep fywrar 7 ovala,
1) oxedacblrioerar.

€. ‘O Siokdv Aoyos olde, mds Siaxeipevos,
xal 7L moiel kal émi Tivos UAys.

1 Not so all Stoics ; cp. Sen. de Prov. 5 : non potest artifex
mutare materiem. )
2 vi. 22,

130



BOOK VI

1. THue Universal Substance is docile ! and ductile ;
and the Reason that controls it has no metive in
itself to do wrong. For it hath no wrongness and
doeth no wrong, nor is anything harmed by it. But
all things come into being and fulfil their purpose as
it directs.

2. Make no difference in doing thy duty 2.whether
thou art shivering or warm, drowsy 3 or sleep-satisfied,
defamed or extolled, dying or anything else. For the
act of dying too is one of the acts of life.t So it is
enough in this also to get the work in hand done well.5

3. Look within. Let not the special quality® or
worth of anything escape thee.

4. All objective things will anon be changed and
either etherialized into the Universal Substance, if
that indeed be one, or dispersed abroad.”

5. The controlling Reason knows its own bent and
its work and the medium it works in.

3 Galen (xiv. 3, Kiihn) says of Marcus that, owing to the
theriac which he prescnbe(i, him, ocvvéBawev adrg vvord(ew
xapwdas &v Tais danuépas wpdieaiv.

4 cp. Sen. Ep. 77ad fin. : Unum ex vitae officiis, mori.

5 A saymf of the ‘' Wise Men.” See Suidas. ¢p. Luc:

t was a trait of Marcus, Dio 71. 26, § 4.
° = that which makes a thing what it is.
7 viii. 25 ad fin. ; % 7,§ 2.
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<. YApioTos Tpémos Tob up.vuea'ﬁat TO 7
efouotova’ﬁat.
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efw a'rrnp'rml,evnv.
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ao'péc- ) &wos mu -mfts‘ Kal wpovoza. € pév
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xpl,y,a'n Kal ¢vp/.aw -rozov'ra) euSta'rpLBew, TL &é
pot kal p.éMl, aM\.ov "rwoe n ToD dmws 7r0're “« aZa
'yiveaeat ?s Tl 8¢ xat 'mpaoa'o,u.at, nEeL yap éx’
G/J.G 0 oxedaouds, 6 Tv dv word. €l ¢ 0a'repa
éott, oéBw «xal ebotald kai Oappd TH
StotkodvTe.

w'. "Orav dvaykadbis Umo 'ré'w mEpLETTI K-
oTwY owvel &a'rapaxﬁnvat, Taxéws émavibe eis
éavTov mu ) u-lrep Ta ava'yxa.za. efw-ra.ao 0D
pvbuoi:  Eop ryap e'yxpareo'v'epoc TS app,omae
T$ auvexis ets av'rr)v evravépxea@at.

LB' . El pnrpuidv e Gpa elyes xal pntépa,

I ¢p. Epict. Frag. 130. So Diogenes, being asked ‘ How
shall I avenge myself of mine enemy ?” said, ‘‘ By behaving
like a gentleman,” Plut. de Leg. Poet. 5,
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6. The best way of avenging thyself is not to do
likewise.! :

7. Delight in this one thing and take thy rest
therein—from social act to go on to social act, keeping
all thy thoughts on God.

8.. The ruling Reason it is that can arouse and
deflect itself, make itself whatever it will,2 and
invest everything that befalls with such a semblance
as it wills.

9. In accordance with the Nature of the Universe
is accqmplished each several thing. For surely this
cannot be in accordance with any other nature, that
either envelops it from without, or is enveloped by
it within, or exists in external detachment out-
side it.

10. Either a medley and a tangled web 3 and a

dispersion abroad, or a unity and a plan and a,
Providence. If the former, why should I even wish to |

abide in such a random welter and chaos ? Why care
for anything else than to turn again to the dust at

last.4 “ Why be disquieted? For, do what I will, the

dispersion must overtake me. But if the latter, I
bow in reverence, my feet are on the rock, and I
put my trust in the Power that rules.

11. When forced, as it seems, by thine environment
to be utterly disquieted, return with all speed into
thy self, staying in discord no longer than thou
must. By constant recurrence to the harmony,® thou
wilt gain more command over it.

12. Hadst thou at once a stepmother and a mother

2 v. 19. 3 iv. 27; wvii. 50.

4+ Hom. Il. vii. 99 ; cp. below, vii. 50.

5 ep. Dio Chrys. xxxii. 676 R. &w 7is apuovias 7iis xara
puow.
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. Ta w)\ew-ra, v 17 7r7\'r;0vs‘ 9av/.4.a§el,, €is
yevikoTata avdyerar, Ta Vmo Efews 1) Pioews
cvvexoueva, Aifovs, EVha, ovkds, aumélovs,

1 Sen. Ep. 103.
2 For life in kings’ courts see Lucian, Calumn. 10, and
Icaro-Men. 16. 3 ¢p. Lucian, Dem. § 41.

3 cp. Tzetz. Chil. vii. 801. He reads vevplov for évreplov.
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thou wouldst pay due service to the former, and yet
thy constant recourse would be to thy mother. So
hast thou now the court and philosophy for step-
mother and mother. Cease not then to come to the
latter and take thy rest in her,! whereby shall both
thy court life seem more tolerable 2 to thee, and thou
to thy court life.

13. As in the case of meat and similar eatables
the thought strikes us, this is the dead body of a fish,
this of a fowl or pig; and again that this Falernian is
merely the juice of a grape-cluster, and this purple-
edged robe is nought but sheep’s wool 3 steeped
in the blood of a shell-fish; or, of sexual inter-
course, that it is merely internal attrition and the
spasmodic excretion of mucus*—such, I say, as are
these impressions that get to grips with the actual
things and enter into the heart of them, so as to see
them as they really are, thus should it be thy life
through, and where things look to be above measure
convincing, laying them quite bare, behold their
paltriness and strip off their conventional prestige.
For conceit is a past master in fallacies and, when
thou flatterest thyself most that thou art engaged
in worthy tasks, then art thou most of all deluded
by it. At anyrate, see what Crates has to say about
none other than Xenocrates.®

14. Objects admired by the common sort come
chiefly under things of the most general kind, which
arg held together by physical coherence, such as
stones and wood, or by a natural unity, such as figs,

5 It is not known what Marcus here refers to.

6 cp. Sext. Emg). adv. Math. viii. 2; ix. 81, 7a uéev oxd Yirds
Etews quvéxerat, Ta 8¢ Owd ploews, T& B¢ ITd Yuxis: kal Efews pev
s Mbo: kal E0Aa, ploews ¢ kaldnep T Pputd, Yuxiis 8¢ & (Fa.
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Puhety dpxoitor To & 18 éE dpfarudv dmerfA-
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olov % a¢’ ailpatos avabluvuiacis xai 1 ék ToD
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1 <@avualduera> Mor.
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vines, olives; and those which are admired by
persons of a somewhat higher capacity may be
classed as things which are held together by a
conscious life, such as flocks and herds; and those
which are admired by persons still more refined, as
things held together by a rational soul; I do not
mean rational as part of the Universal Reason, but in
the sense of master of an art or expert in some other
way, or merely in so far as to own a host of slaves.
But he that prizes a soul which is rational, universal,
and civic, no longer turns after anything else, but
rather than everything besides keeps his own soul,
in itself and in its activity, rational and social, and
to this end works conjointly with all that is akin to
him.

15. Some things are hastening to be, others to be
no more, while of those that haste into being some
part is already extinct. Fluxes and changes per-
petually renew the world, just as the unbroken
march of time makes ever new the infinity of ages.
In this river of change,! which of the things which
swirl past him, whereon no firm foothold is possible,
should a man prize so highly? As well fall in love
with a sparrow 2 that flits past and in a moment is gone
from our eyes. In fact a man’s life itself is but as an
exhalation from blood 3 and an inhalation from the
air. For just as it is to draw in the air once into
our lungs and give it back again, as we do every
moment, so is it to give back thither, whence thou
didst draw it first, thy faculty of breathing which
thou didst receive at thy birth yesterday or the day
before. :

1iv, 43; vii. 19.

2 ¢p. the parable of the sparrow in Bede ii. 13. 3 v, 33.
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16. Neither is it an inner respiration,} such as
that of plants, that we should prize, nor the breath-
ing which we have in common with cattle and wild
animals, nor the impressions we receive through our
senses, nor that we are pulled by our impulses like
marionettes,? nor our gregarious instincts, nor our
need of nutriment; for that is on a par with the
rejection of the waste products of our food.

What then is to be prized? The clapping of
hands? No. Then not the clapping of tongues
either. For the acclamations of the multitude are
but a clapping of tongues. So overboard goes that
poor thing Fame also. What is left to be prized ?
This methinks : to limit our action or inaction to the
needs of our own constitution, an end that all occup-
ations and arts set before themselves. For the aim
of every art is that the thing constituted should be
adapted to the work for which it has been constituted.
It is so with the vine-dresser who looks after the
vines, the colt-trainer, and the keeper of the kennels.
And this is the end which the care of children and
the methods of teaching have in view. There then
is the thing to be prized !

This once fairly made thine own, thou wilt not
seek to gain for thyself any of the other things as
well. Wilt thou not cease prizing many other things
also? Then thou wilt neither be free nor sufficient
unto thyself nor unmoved by passion. For thou must
needs be full of envy and jealousy, be suspicious of
those that can rob thee of such things, and scheme
against those who possess what thou prizest. In fine,
a man who needs any of those things cannot but
be in complete turmoil, and in many cases find

i, 1. 2 ii. 2 ete.
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fault even with the Gods.! But by reverencing and
prizing thine own mind, thou shalt make thyself
pleasing in thine own sight, in accord with mankind,
and in harmony with the Gods, that is, grateful
to them for all that they dispense and have
ordained.

17. Up, down,? round-wise sweep the elements
along.  But the motion of virtue is i fioné” of these
ways. [tis something more divine, and going forward
on a mysterious path fares well upon its way.?

18. What a way to act! Men are chary of com-
mending their contemporaries and associates, while
they themselves set great store by the commendation,
of posterity, whom they have never seen or shall see.
But this is next door to taking it amiss that thy
predecessors also did not commend thee.

19. Because thou findest a thing difficult for thyself
to accomplish do not conceive it to be impracticable
for others; but whatever is possible for a man and in
keeping with his nature consider also attainable by
thyselt.

20. Suppose that a competitor in the ring has
gashed us with his nails and butted us violently with
his head, we do not protest or take it amiss or
suspect our opponent in future of foul play. Still
we do keep an eye on him, not indeed as an enemy,
or from suspicion of him, but with good-humoured
avoidance. Act much in the same way in all the
other parts of life. Let us make many allowances
for our fellow-athletes as it were. Avoidance is
always possible, as I have said, without suspicion
or hatred.

21. If any one can prove and bring home to me

1 vi. 41, 2 vi. 17; iv. 46; ix. 28. 3 vii. 53.
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that a conception or act of mine is wrong, I will
amend ! it, and be thankful. For I seek the truth,
whereby no one was ever harmed. But he is
harmed who persists in his own self-deception and
ignorance.

22. I do my own duty ; other things do not distract
me. For they are either inanimate or irrational,
or such as have gone astray and know not the road.?

23. Conduct thyself with magnanimity and freedom
towards irrational creatures and, generally, towards
circumstances and objective things, for thou hast
reason and they have none. But men have reason,
therefore treat them as fellow creatures. And in all
cases call upon the Gods, and do not concern thyself
with the question, How long shall Idothis? Three
hours are enough so spent.

24. Death reduced to the same condition Alexander
the Macedonian and his muleteer, for either they
were taken back into the same Seminal Reason 3
of the Universe or scattered alike into the
atoms.*

25. Bear in mind how many things happen to each
one of us with respect to our bodies as well as our
souls in the same momentary space of time, so wilt
thou cease to wonder that many more things—not
to say all the things that come into existence in that
One and Whole which in fact we call the Universe—
subsist in it at one time.

26. If one enquire of thee, How is the name
Antoninus wnritten ?  wilt thou with vehemence
enunciate each constituent letter? What then?
If thy listeners lose their temper, wilt thou lose

* Marcus puts the two alternatives (Stoic and Epicurean),
though he does not himself admit the second.
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thine ? Wouldst thou not go on gently to enumerate
each letter? So recollect that in life too every
duty is the sum of separate items.! Of these thou
must take heed, and carry through methodically
what is set before thee, in no wise troubled or shewing
counter-irritation against those who are irritated with
thee.

27. How intolerant it is not to permit men to
cherish an impulse towards what is in their eyes
congenial and advantageous! Yet in a sense thou
withholdest. from them the right to do this, when
thou resentest their wrong-doing. For they are
undoubtedly drawn to what they deem congenial
and advantageous. But they are mistaken. Well,
then, teach and enlighten them without any resent-
ment.?

28. Death is a release from the impressions ot
sense, and from impulses that make us their puppets,
from the vagaries of the mind, and the hard service
of the flesh.

29. It is a disgrace for the soul to be the first to
succumb in that life in which the body does not
succumb.?

30. See thou be not Caesarified, nor take that
dye,* for there is the possibility. So keep thyself a
simple and good man, uncorrupt, dignified, plain, a
friend of justice, god-fearing, gracious, affectionate,
manful in doing thy duty. Strive to be always such
as Philosophy minded to make thee. Revere the
Gods, save mankind. Life is short. This only is the

iv. 8): Turpe fuerit diutius vitam corporis quam animi
studium ad reciperand itatem posse durare.

4 There was also a ‘‘philosophic dye” ; see Lucian, Bis
Accus. 8.
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harvest of earthly existence, a righteous disposition
and social acts. )

Do all things as a disciple of Antoninus.!
Think of his constancy in every act rationally
undertaken, his invariable equability, his piety, his
serenity of countenance, his sweetness of disposi-
tion, his contempt for the bubble of fame, and his
zeal for getting a true grip of affairs. How he
would never on any account dismiss a thing until
he had first thoroughly scrutinized and clearly con-
ceived it ; how he put up with those who found fault
with him unfairly, finding no fault with them in
return ; how he was never in a hurry ; how he gave
no ear to slander,? and with what nicety he tested
dispositions and acts; was no imputer of blame, and
no craven, not a suspicious man, nor a sophist;
, what little sufficed him whether for lodging or bed,
dress, food or attendance ; how fond he was of work,
and how long-suffering; how he would remain the
whole day at the same occupation,® owing to his
spare diet not even requiring to relieve nature
except at the customary time ; and how loyal he was
to his friends and always the same ; and his forbear-
ance towards those who openly opposed his views,
and his pleasure when anyone pointed out something
better®; and how god-fearing he was and yet not
given to superstition. Take heed to all this, that
thy last hour come upon thee as much at peace with
thy conscience as he was.

31. Be sober once more and call back thy senses,
and being roused again from sleep and, realizing that
they were but dreams that beset thee, now awake

1 ¢p. i. 16 throughout. 2. 5.
3 Or, in the same place. 1ep.i. 3. 6 vi, 21 ; viii. 16.
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again, look at these realities as thou didst at those
thy dreams.

32. I consist of body and soul.! To the body indeed
all things are indifferent, for it cannot concern itself
with them. But to the mind 2 only those things are
indifferent which are not its own activities ; and all
those things that are its own activities are in its
own power. Howbeit, of these it is only concerned
with the present ; for as to its activities in the past
and the future, these two rank at once among things
indifferent.

33. For hand or foot to feel pain is no violation of
nature, so long as the foot does its own appointed
work, and the hand its own. Similarly pain for a
man, as man, is no unnatural thing so long as he does
a man’s appointed work. But, if not unnatural, then
is it not an evil either.

34. The pleasures of the brigand, the pathic,
the parricide, the tyrant3—just think what they
are!

35. Dost thou not see how the mechanic craftsman,
though to some extent willing to humour the non-
expert, yet holds fast none the less to the principles
of his handicraft, and cannot endure to depart from
them. Is it not strange that the architect and the
physician should hold the rationale of their respective
arts in higher reverence than a man his own reason,
which he has in common with the Gods?

36. Asia, Europe, corners of the Universe: the
whole Ocean a drop in the Universe: Athos but a
little clod therein: all the present a point in
Eternity :—everything on a tiny scale, so easily
changed, so quickly vanished.

v 13 2 Here dudvoia = Yuxh. 3 v.10.
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ots, ToUTOUS Piler, GAN aM;Owws‘.
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1 #AAg #AAo Cor.: #AAg P &Ano A.
3 rotro PA: tadra Schenkl.

3 romuchy kévnow P by an obvious misprint as Xyl. trans-
lates constantem motum.

1ii. 3;v. 8,§5; xii. 26. 2 fii. 2.
31i. 14 ; iv, 32 vii. 1, 49 ; xi. 1; xii. 24.
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All things come from that one source, from that
ruling Reason of the Universe,! either under a primary
impulse from it or by way of consequence. And
therefore the gape of the lion’s jaws ? and poison and
all noxious things, such as thorns and mire, are but
after-results of the grand and the beautiful. Look
not then on these as alien to that which thou dost
reverence, but turn thy thoughts to the one source of
all things.

37. He, who sees what now is, hath seen all that
ever hath been from times everlasting, and that shall
be to eternity 3 ; for all things are of one lineage and
one likeness.

38. Meditate often on the intimate union and
mutual interdependence of all things in the Universe.
For in a manner all things are mutually intertwined,
and thus all things have a liking for one another.!
For these things are consequent one on another by\
reason of their contracting and expanding 4 motion, |
the sympathy ® that breathes through them, and the. \
unity of all substance. \

39. Fit thyself to the environment that is thy
portion, and love the men among whom thy lot is
thrown, but whole-heartedly.”

40. Every implement, tool, or vessel is well if it
do the work for which it is made, and yet in their
case the maker is not at hand. But in the things
which owe their organic unity to Nature, the Power
that made is within them and abides there. Where-
fore also must thou reverence it the more, and

4 rovikhy ; see Index III.
5 cp. Dlog Laert. Zeno 70 : iy Tév obpaviwv wpds Ta énlyeia
awurvo[uv xal ouvroviav. 8 vii, 57.

7 vi, 48; viii. 22.  ¢p. 1 St. Peter, i. 22.
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BOOK V1

realize that if thou keep and conduct thyself ever
according to its will, all is to thy mind. So also to
its mind are the things of the Universe.

41. If thou regardest anything not in thine own
choice as good or evil for thyself, it is inevitable that,
on the incidence of such an evil or the miscarriage
of such a good, thou shouldst upbraid the Gods,!
aye, and hate men as the actual or supposed cause of
the one or the other; and in fact many are the wrong-
doings we commit by setting a value on such things.?
But if we discriminate as good and evil only the
things in our power, there is no occasion left for
accusing the Gods 2 or taking the stand of an enemy
towards men.

42. We are all fellow-workers towards the ful-
filment of one object, some of us knowingly and
intelligently, others blindly ; just as Heraclitus, I
think, says that even mwhen they sleep men are
workers and fellow-agents in all that goes on in the
world. One is a co-agent in this, another in that,
and in abundant measure also he that murmurs and
seeks to hinder or disannul what occurs. For the
Universe had need of such men also. It remains
then for thee to decide with whom thou art ranging
thyself. For He that controls the Universe will in
any case put thee to a good use and admit thee to a
place among his fellow-workers and coadjutors.
But see that thou fill no such place as the paltry

1vi. 16§ 3; ix. 1 ad med. c¢p. Epict. i. 27 § 13.

2 {.e. treating as important things which are &didgopa, or
of no cenisequence either way. 3 vi. 16 §3.

4 cp. iv. 46. But Plutarch in his treatise On Superstition
cites a saying of Heraclitus to the effect that sleepers live
in a world of their own.
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1 Plutarch (adv. Stoic. §§ 13, 14) vigorously denounces this
sophism, as he counts it, of Chrysippus that what is evil in
itself has a value as a foil to the good. He quotes Chrysippus
(Frag. Phys. 1181 Arnim):

Gowep yap al xwpwdla: émeypdupata yeAoia ¢dépovaiv & xad
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" and ridiculous line in the play which Chrysippus
 mentions.!

43. Does the sun take upon himself to discharge
the functions of the rain? or Asclépius of the
Fruit-bearer?? And what of each particular star?
Do they not differ in glory yet co-operate to one
end?

44. If the Gods have taken counsel about me and
the things to befall me, doubtless they have taken
good counsel. For it is not easy even to imagine a
God without wisdom. And what motive could they
have impelling them to do me evil? For what advan-
tage could thereby accrue to them or to the Universe
which is their special care? But if the Gods have
taken no counsel for me individually, yet they have
in any case done so for the interests of the
Universe, and I am bound to welcome and make
the best of8 those things also that befall as a
necessary corollary to those interests. But if so be
they take counsel about nothing at all—an impious
belief—in good sooth let us have no more of
sacrifices and prayers and oaths, nor do any other of
these things every one of which is a recognition
of the Gods as if they were at our side and dwell-
ing amongst us—but if so be, I say, they do not
take counsel about any of our concerns, it is still
in my power to take counsel about myself, and
it is for me to consider my own interest. And
that is to every man’s interest which is agree-
able to his own constitution and nature. But my
nature is rational and civic; my city and country,
obTws Yéteias kv adThy é9’ éavtiis THY kaxlav: Tois 3¢ EAAots ovk
&xpnorés éorwv.

2 That is, the Earth, or possibly Demeter.
3v.883; x.6,11.
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3 de. mdllferent neither good nor bad.

3 A personal touch. See Fronto, ad Caes. iv. 12: theatro
libros lectitabas; ii. 6. idem theatrum, idem odium (v.l
otium) ; cp. ii. 10; Naber, p. 34 ; cp. Capit. xv. § 1.

4 A Cynic phllosopher of Gada.ra His Syrian compatriot,
Lucian, the prince of mockers, was yet alive and mocking.
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as Antoninus, is Rome; as a man, the world. The /
things then that are of advantage to these com-
munities, these, and no other, are good for me.

45. All that befalls the Individual is to the
interest of the Whole also.! So far, so good.
But further careful observation will shew thee
that, as a general rule, what is to the interest
of one man isalso to the interest of other men.
But in this case the word inferest must be taken in
a more general sense as it applies to intermediate 2
things. )

46. As the shows in'the amphitheatre and such
places grate upon thee3 as being an everlasting
repetition of the same sight, and the similarity makes
the spectacle pall, such must be the effect of the
whole of life. For everything above and below is
ever the same and the result of the same things.
How long then ?

47. Never lose sight of the fact that men of all
kinds, of all sorts of vocations and of every race
under heaven, are dead; and so carry thy thought
down even to Philistion and Phoebus and Origanion.
Now turn to the other tribes of men. We must
pass at last to the same bourne whither so many
wonderful orators have gone, so many grave philo-
sophers, Heraclitus, Pythagoras, Socrates: so many
heroes of old time, and so many warriors, so many
tyrants of later days: and besides them, Eudoxus,
Hipparchus, Archimedes, and other acute natures,
men of large minds, lovers of toil, men of versatile
powers, men of strong will, mockers, like Menippus *

cp. Lue. Pisc. 26, where the Scholiast (Arethas) refers to
this passage. Diog. Laert. mentions a Meleager, the con-
temporary of Menippus, as a writer of similar character.
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and many another such, of man’s perishable and
transitory life itself. About all these reflect that
they have long since been in their graves. What
terrible thing then is this for them? What pray
for those whose very names are unknown? One
thing on earth is worth much—to live out our
lives in truth and justice, and in charity with liars
and unjust mem.

48. When thou wouldst cheer thine heart, think
upon the good qualities of thy associates!; as for
instance, this one’s energy, that one’s modesty, the
generosity of a third, and some other trait of a fourth.
For nothing is so cheering as the images of the
virtues mirrored in the characters of those who
live with us, and presenting themselves in as great a
throng as possible. Have these images then ever
before thine eyes.

49. Thou art not aggrieved, art thou, at being so
many pounds in weight and not three hundred?
Then why be aggrieved if thou hast only so many
years to live and no more? For as thou art con-
tented with the amount of matter allotted thee,
so be content also with the time.

50. Try persuasion first, but even though men
would say thee nay, act when the principles of
justice so direct. Should any one however with-
stand thee by force, take refuge in being well-content
and unhurt, and utilize the obstacle for the display
of some other virtue. Recollect that the impulse thou-
hadst was conditioned 2 by circumstances,? and thine
aim was not to do impossibilities. What then was it ?

1 But ¢p. v. 10. 2iv. 1; v.20.
3 Lit. was with a reservation, i.e. ‘‘should circumstances
allow.” ¢p. iv. 1; viii. 41,

159



MARCUS AURELIUS

Ths Totdobé Twos opuils. TouTov 8¢ Tuyydvers
éd’ ols mporjxOnuev, Tadra yiveras.
va'. ‘O uév ¢irodofos alhotpiav évépyetav
{Siov aryabov dmrornauBdve, 6 8¢ dilidovos idlav
weiow* o 8¢ vodv Eywv idlav mpafuw.
v3. "Efectt mepi ToUTOU pumbév Imolapu-
Bdvew kai pi dxhetabar 1§ Yuxi* adra yap Ta
mpdypata odx éxer dlow TornTLENY TV TpETéPpWY
kpioewy.
’ v \ \ ~ e b ] € ’
vy'. "Ebicov ceavrov mpos T Up’ érépov
Aeyouévey vyiveacbar damapevBupitws xai @s olov
7€ év T Yuyxd Tod MéyovTos ryivov.
v, To 7 owivee py ovupépov oddé Th
ueNican avudéper.
/ b ~ e ~ b /
ve. Ei xvBeprdvra oi vairar 4 latpevovra
ol Kduvovres kaxds Eheyov, GANp Twi &v
mpogeixov® 1) wds alTos évepyoin TO Tols éumAé-
ovar owTimov 17 710 Tols Oepamevouévors
UyLewov;
ve'. Tlogoi, ued dv elaiNdov els Tov Koo pov,
¥ b} /
700 ameay\ifaciv.
v8'. ’letepidor TO pé mikpov paiverar  kai
/ \ & ’ ’ \
AvacodijrTois T0 U8wp PoBepov: xal maidiots To
adatpiov kalov. Ti odv Spyilouar; 7 Soxel gou
Eagaov ioxvew 1o Sierevopévoy §) 1O YOMov TH
lkTepLdVTL Kal 0 L0s T Ao TodiKkTe;
’ \ \ ’ ~ ~ ’ ~
+vn. Kara Tov Noyov Tis ofjs Ppioews Brody ae

1 If wpooeixov is 1st pers. sing. we must with Richards
read dvepyolny and understand éu¢ with kvBepv@vra : xas
4y 71s Schenkl.

160



BOOK VI

To feel some such impulse as thou didst. In that
thou art successful. That which alone was in the
sphere of our choice ! is realized.

51. The lover of glory conceives his own good to
consist in another’s action, the lover of pleasure in
his own feelings, but the possessor of understanding
in his own actions.

52. We need not form any opinion about the thing
in question or be harassed in soul, for Nature
gives the thing itself no power to compel our
judgments.

53. Train thyself to pay careful attention to what
is being said 2 by another and as far as possible enter
into his soul.

54. That which is not in the interests of the hive
cannot be in the interests of the bee.? '

55. If the sailors spoke ill of a steersman or the
sick of a physician, what else would they have in
mind but how the man should best effect the safety
of the crew or the health of his patients?

56. How many have already left the world who
came into it with me!

57. To the jaundiced honey tastes bitter ; and the
victim of hydrephobia has a horror of water; and to
little children their ball is a treasure. Why then
angry ? Or dost thou think that error is a less
potent factor than bile in the jaundiced and virus in
the victim of rabies?

58. From living according to the reason of thy
nature no one can prevent thee: contrary to the

1 Casaubon translates ‘“ that for which we were brought
into the world,” but can wpodyw mean this?

2 Obviously no contradiction of iv. 18 ete. See also vii.
4. 30. 3v. 22
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oddels kwNboer maps TOV Abyov Ths Kowijs
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7187,
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BOOK VI

reason of the Universal Nature nothing shall befall
thee.

59. The persons men wish to please,! the objects
they wish to gain, the means they employ—think of
the character of all these! How soon will Time
hide all things! How many a thing has it already
hidden !

vii, 62.

To Heve fro SrE
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a'. Tiéori kaxia; Tobr &oTev, b MoANdLLs €ldes.
xal émrl mavros 8¢ Tod auuBaivovros mpoxeipov
éxe, 6Te TovTo éotiw, & moANdKLs €ldes. SAws dvw
KdTw Td adTd eVprioes, Bv peoTal ai ioTopiar ai
malaal, ai péoat, ai vmoyvior Ov viv uecTal ai
mohets Kal <ai>' olkiar. oddév xawov: wdvTa
xai avvifn kal oAiyoxpovia.

B. "H? ta &oyuara wds AA\ws Sivartal
vekpwOivar, édv py ai kaTdAAghor adTols pav-
Tagial oBeabdaiy ; s dimrexds avalwmvpety émi
ool éari. dlvapar mepl TovTOV, O S€l, DmONAUBdy-
av e & dpa® Svapar, T Tapdogouar; T
EEw Tijs éufjs Ouavoias ovdév Bhws mpos Ty éuy
Sudvotav. TodTo pdbe kai opfos el.

*AvaBidvas gouv éfeaTiv: 18e mwdMw T wWpdy-
pata, os évpas* év ToUTE Yap TO dvaPidvac.

7. Toumis kevoamovdia, émi axnvijs Spduata,
motuvia, dyéhat, Stadopatiouol,t kuridiots 6o Tdp-
wov éppipévov, Yroulov elis Tas Tov ixfiwy Sefa-
pevds, pvpuijkwv Talamwplar kal axfodopliar,

! <ai> Cor.

2% A: 4 Schenkl: omit. P: was ydp A omit. P: xas ye
Schenkl. 3 yap A: ¥ ¥pa Schenkl.

4 After diadopariouol Lofft ingeniously inserts ={ elot po:;
7{ uol ; Schenkl.
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BOOK VII

1. WHaT is vice? A familiar sight enough. So
in everything that befalls have the thought ready:
This is a familiar sight. Look up, look down, every-
where thou wilt find the same things, whereof
histories ancient, medieval, and modern are full ; and
full of them at this day are cities and houses. There
is no new thing under the sun.! Everything is stereo-
typed, everything fleeting.

2. How else can thy axioms be made dead than
by the extinction of the ideas that answer to them?
And these it lies with thee ever to kindle anew into
flame. I am competent to form the true conception
of a thing. If so, why am I harassed? What is out-

side the scope of my mind has absolutely no concern

with my mind. Learn this lesson and thou standest
erect.

Thou canst begin a new life! See but things
afresh as thou usedst to see them ; for in this consists
the new life.

3. Empty love of pageantry, stage-plays, flocks
and herds, sham-fights, a bone thrown to lap-dogs,
crumbs cast in a fish-pond, painful travail of ants and
their bearing of burdens, skurryings of scared little

! Eccles. i. 9. ¢p. also Justin’s Apol. i. 57, addressed to
Pius and Marcus,
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! i, 2 ete. 2 ¢p. ix. 41 (Epicurus).
3 v. 16. cp. Dem. Olynth. iii. 32: dv7a yap bv ra émrnd-
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BOOK VII

mice, puppets moved by strings.! Amid such en-
vironment therefore thou must take thy place
graciously and not ‘snorting defiance,’? nay thou
must keep abreast of the fact that everyone is worth
just so much as those things are worth in which he
is interested.3

4. In conversation keep abreast of what is being
said,* and, in every effort, of what is being done.
In the latter see from the first to what end it has
reference, and in the former be careful to catch the
meaning.

5. Is my mind competent for this or not ? If com-
petent, I apply it to the task as an instrument given
me by the Universal Nature. If not competent,
I either withdraw from the work in favour of some-
one who can accomplish it better, unless for other
reasons duty forbids; or I do the best I can, taking
to assist me any one that can utilize my ruling Reason
to effect what is at the moment seasonable and useful
for the common welfare. For in whatsoever I do
either by myself or with another I must direct my
energies to this alone, that it shall conduce to the
common interest > and be in harmony with it.

6. How many much-lauded heroes have already
been given as a prey unto forgetfulness,® and how
many that lauded them have long ago disappeared !

7. Blush not to be helped 7; for thou art bound to
carry out the task that is laid upon thee as a soldier
to storm the breach. What then, if for very lame-
ness thou canst not mount the ramparts unaided, but
canst do this with another’s help ?
edpara Tov &vbpdrwy i, TowbTov dvayrh Kal T ¢p6vm4a Exew.
¢p. Clem. Alex. Strom. iv. 23. 4 vi. 53. iv. 12,

8 iii. 10; iv. 33; viii. 21, 7 x. 12.  See saying of
Marcus, Capit. xxii. 4, quoted below, p. 360.
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1 vi. 38. 2 jv. 45. 3 jv. 4.
4 i 12. 5 Sen. de Vit. Beat. 8.

168
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8. Be not disquieted about the future. If thou
must come thither, thou wilt come armed with the
same reason which thou appliest now to the present.

9. All things are mutually intertwined,! and the
tie is sacred, and scarcely anything is alien the one
to the other. For all things have been ranged
side by side,? and together help to order one ordered
Universe. For there is both one Universe, made up
of all things, and one God immanent in all things,
and one Substance, and one Law, one Reason
common to all intelligent creatures,® and one Truth,
if indeed there is also one perfecting of living
creatures that have the same origin and share the
same reason. .

10. A little while and all that is material is lost to
sight in the Substance of the Universe,! a little
while and all Cause is taken back into the Reason of
the Universe, a little while and the remembrance of
everything is encairned in Eternity.

11. To the rational creature the same act is at
once according to nature and according to reason.’

12. Upright, or made upright.®

I3. The principle which obtains where limbs and
body unite to form one organism, holds good also
for rational things with their separate individualities,
constituted as they are to work in conjunction.
But the perception of this shall come more home to
thee, if thou sayest to thyself, I am a &mb of the
organized body of rational things. But if [using the
letter R] thou sayest thou art but a part,” not yet
dost thou love mankind from the heart, nor yet
does well-doing delight thee for its own sake.® Thou

8 ¢p. vii. 7; but see iii, 5. .
7 The pun may be kept by limb—rim. 8 cp. iv. 20.
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BOOK VII

dost practise it still as a bare duty, not yet as a boon )
to thyself.

14. Let any external thing, that will, be incident
to whatever is able to feel this incidence. For that
which feels can, if it please, complain.! But I,
if I do not consider what has befallen me to be
an evil,2 am still unhurt. Andl can refuse so to
consider it.

15. Let any say or do what he will, I must for my .
part be good. So might the emerald—or gold or
purple—never tire of repeating, Whatever any one
shall do or say, I must be an emerald and keep my
colour. Fove £ S

16. The ruling Reason is never the disturber of
its own peace, never, for instance, hurries itself into
lust. But if another can cause it fear or pain, let
it do so. For it will not let its own assumptions
lead it into such aberrations.

Let the body take thought for itself, if it may,
that it suffer no hurt and, if it do so suffer, let it
proclaim the fact.> But the soul that has the faculty
of fear, the faculty of pain, and alone can assume ’
that these exist, can never suffer; for it is not given
to making any such admission.4

In itself the ruling Reason wants for nothing
unless it create its own needs, and in like manner
nothing can disturb it, nothing impede it, unless the
disturbance or impediment come from itself.

17. Well-being5 is a good Being, or a ruling
Reason that is good. What then doest thou here,

! vii, 33; viii. 28 2iv.7,39. 3 vii 14, 33.

4 vi. 52; vii. 14, 33; viii. 40 etc.

3 Defined by Chrysippus as ‘‘ harmony of our dafuwy with
God’s will.”
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O Imagination?! Avaunt, in God’s name, as thou
camest, for I desire thee not! But thou art come
according to thine ancient wont. I bear thee no
malice ; only depart from me!

18. Does a man shrink from change? Why, what
can come into being save by change? What be
nearer or dearer to the Nature of the Universe?
Canst thou take a hot bath unless the wood for the
furnace suffer a change? Couldst thou be fed, if
thy food suffered no change, and can any of the
needs of life be provided for apart from change ?
Seest thou not that a personal change is similar, and
similarly necessary to the Nature of the Universe ?

19. Through the universal Substance as through
a rushing torrent? all bodies pass on their way,
united with the Whole in nature and activity, as
our members are with one another.

How many a Chrysippus,> how many a Socrates,
how many an Epictetus¢ hath Time already de-
voured! Whatsoever man thou hast to do with and
whatsoever thing, let the same thought strike thee.

20. 1 am concerned about one thing only, that
I of myself do not what man’s constitution does
not will, or w1lls not now, or in a way that it wills
not.

21. A little while and thou w1lt have forgotten
everything, a little while and everything will have
forgotten thee.

22. It is a man’s especial privilege® to love even
those who stumble. And this love follows as soon as

Them. Or. v. p. 63 D. implies that he was alive under the
Antonines. Lucmn, adv. Ind. 13 speaks of his earthenware
lamp having been bought by an admirer for 3,000 drachmas.

8 Fronto, ad Ver. ii. 2: Hominis maxime proprium
ignoscere. cp. St. Matt. v. 44 ; Dio 71. 26, § 2.
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thou reflectest that they are of kin to thee and
that they do wrong involuntarily and through
ignorance,! and that within a little while both
they and thou will be dead 2; and this, above all,
that the man has done thee no hurt®; for he has
not made thy ruling Reason worse than it was
before.

23. The Nature of the Whole out of the Substance
of the Whole,* as out of wax, moulds at one time
a horse, and breaking up the mould kneads the
material up again into a tree, then into a man,
and then into something else; and every one of
these subsists but for a moment. It is no more a
hardship for the coffer to be broken up than it
was for it to be fitted together.

24. An angry scowl on the face is beyond measure
unnatural, and when it is often seen there, all
comeliness begins at once to die away, or in the end
is so utterly extinguished that it can never be re-
kindled at all. From this very fact try to reach the
conclusion that it is contrary to reason. The con-/ .
sciousness of wrong-doing once lost, what motive 1s‘ ‘
left for living any more ? Y

25. Everything that thou seest will the Nature
that controls the Universe change, no one knows
how soon, and out of its substance make other
compounds,® and again others out of theirs, that the
world may ever renew its youth.

26. Does a man do thee wrong? Go to and mark
what notion of good and evil was his that did the
wrong. Once perceive that and thou wilt feel

! ¢p. St. Luke xxiii. 34.
2 jv. 6. 8 i. 1; ix. 38.
4 vii. 25. c¢p. St. Paul, Rom. ix. 20. 5 vii. 23.
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1 $8¢éa (78w Rend.) Schultz.

1 ep. ji. 13 ; x. 30; Herodian i. 4, § 2; Dio 71. 10, § 4.
2 xi. 18,84. 3 Epict. Frag. 129. ¢ cp. Hor. Ep. i. 10, 31.
5 iv. 3 ad init. ; viii. 48. ¢ vii, 17 ; viil, 29; ix. 7.
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compassion ! not surprise or anger. For thou hast
still thyself either the same notion of good and evil as
he or another not unlike. Thou needs must forgive
him then.? But if thy notions of good and evil are
no longer such, all the more easily shalt thou be
gracious_to him that sees awry.

27. Dream not of that which thou hast not as
though already thine, but of what thou hast pick
out the choicest blessings, and do not forget in
respect of them how eagerly thou_ wouldst have
coveted them, had they not been thine.® Albeit
beware that thou do not inure thyself, by reason
of this thy delight in them, to prize them so highly as
to be distressed if at any time they are lost to thee.*

28. Gather thyself into thyself.> It is character-
istic of the rational Ruling Faculty to be satisfied
with its own righteous dealing and the peace which
that brings. .

29. Efface imagination!® Cease to be pulled as
a puppet by thy passions.” Isolate the present.
Recognize what befalls either thee or another.
Dissect and analyze all that comes under thy ken
into the Causal and the Material. Meditate on thy
last hour.® Let the wrong thy nelghbour does thee
rest with him that did the wrong.?

30. Do thy utmost to keep up with what is said.1®
Let thy mind enter into the things that are done
and the things that are doing them.

31. Make thy face to shine with simplicity and
modesty and disregard of all that lies between virtue
and vice. Love human-kind. Follow God.)! Says

7 ii. 2 ete. 8 ii. 5. ? ix. 20, 38. 10 vii. 4.
11 1 St. Peter, ii. 17. cp. Sen. de Vit. Beat. 15 : Deum sequere.
Dio Chrys. ii. 98 R.
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e, [Marovicov.]* ““He odv dmdpyer Stavola
peyalompémeia kal Bewpia mwavrds pév xpovov,
mdons 8¢ odalas, dpa ole. TovTe péya Ti Soxelv
> \ k] ’ ’ y / 2 o
elvar Tov avBpémwov Biov; ddvatov, 7) & &s.
ovkodyv kal Odvatov ob Sewdv TL dyyriceTar o
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1 ¢refy Usener: érl el P: &ri §) A,

2 Safpova PA : 8¢ pdva Cor. : daipdvia Xyl.

3 el &vwais Cas., Schenkl: # PA: kévwois P.

4 <MaTwrikdv> P: so <’Arriclerixdv> § 36, and <TAa-
Twvikd > § 44.
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the Sage: Al things by Law, but in very truth
only elements. And it suffices to remember that
all things are by law: there thou hast it briefly
enough.!

32. Or DeatH: Either dispersion if atoms; or, if
a single Whole, either extinction or a change of
state.?

33. Or PaiN: When unbearable it destroys us, when
lasting, it is bearable,® and the mind safeguards its
own calm by withdrawing itself, and the ruling
Reason takes no hurt. As to the parts that are
impaired by the pain, let them say their say about it
as they can.t

34. Or Grory : Look at the minds of its votaries,
their characteristics, ambitions, antipathies.®> Re-
member too that, as the sands of the sea drifting
one upon the other bury the earlier deposits, so in
life the earlier things are very soon hidden under
‘what comes after.

35. [From Plato.]® Dost thou think that the life of
man can seem any great matier to him who has true

randeur of soul and a comprehensive outlook on all
T'ime and all Substance 2 It cannot seem so,” said he.
Will such a man then deem death a terrible thing?
¢« Not in the least.”

1 The reading and meaning are uncertain. The Sage
is Democritus, and we should expect atoms rather than
elements to be mentioned. Leopold aptly quotes Sext. Emp.
vii. 35: véup yAvkd kal véug wucpdv, vf;up Beppov vépg Yuxpdy
. - . &refi B¢ Eropa kal xévov. Fournier cleverly makes a
hexameter of the words wdvra voular’, érefi 8¢ udva oroixeia
<Kévov T€>.

2 Sen. Ep. 65 ad fin. : Mors aut finis aut transitus.

3 vii. 16, 64. cp. Aesch. Frag. 310: @dpoer mévov ydp
&xpov obx Exes xpbvov ; Diog. Laert. Epicurus xxxi. 4.

4 vii. 14; viii. 40. 5 vi. 59. % Rep. 486 A.
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. “Obrw yap Exel, & dvdpes *Abnvaior, Ti

b] ’ . * . e \ ’ 4 /7

arnbeias o) dv Tis avTov TdEp 7NyModuevos

1 <¥vya> from Plato, Gat.: so 3ei below.

1 ¢p. Epict. iv. 6,§ 20; 1 St. Peter, ii. 20. See Diog.
Laert. Antisthenes § 4. Plutarch attribates the saying to
Alexander. 2 vii. 60. )

3 Eur. Bellerophon, Frag. 289; xi. 6. Twice quoted by
Plutarch. 4 Unknown.
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36. [From Antisthenes.] ’Tis royal to do well and
be ill spoken of.?

37. It is a shame that while the countenance? is
subject to the mind, taking its cast and livery from
it, the mind cannot ‘take its cast and its livery from
ltself

38. It nought availeth to be wroth with things,

For they reck not of it.3

39. Unlo the deathless Gods and to us give cause for
rejoicing.*

40. Our lives are reaped like the ripe ears of corn,

And as one falls, another stsll is born.
41. Though me and both my sons the Gods have
spurned,
For this too there is reason.b

42. For justice and good luck shall bide with me.”

43. No chorus of loud dirges, no hysteria.®

44. [Citations from Plato]:

I mught fairly answer such a questioner : Thou art
mistaken if thou thinkest that a man, who is_ mworth
anything at “all, ought to let conmsiderations of life and
death weigh rvzth him rather than in all that he does

consider but this, whether it is just or unjust and the
work of a good man or a bad.? :

45. This, O men of Athens, is the true state of the
case : Wherever a man has stationed himself, deeming

* Eur. Hypsipyle, Frag. 757 ; xi. 6. Cic. Tusc. iii. 25, § 59.
Vita omnibus metenda, utfruges Epict. ii. 6. 14. cp. Jobv 26.

6 Eur. Antiope, Frag 207 ; xi. 6.

7 sc. abpuaxov ot Eur. Frag. 910. Twice quoted by Cicero
(ad Att. vi. 1,§8; viii. 8,§2). cp. Arist Ach. 661.

8 Unknown.

? Plato, Apol. 28 B. Socrates is answering a question
whether he is not ashamed of risking his life in a vocation
such as his.
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1 xdrw Cas.

1 Plato, Apol. 28 E. ? Plato, Gorgias, 512 DE.

3 What follows is obviously not a saying of Plato. We
must therefore refer back to what precedes, or suppose that
Plato’s words have dropped out.
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it the best for him, or has been stationed by his
commander, there methinks he ought to stay and run
every risk, taking into account neither death nor any
thing else save dishonour.!

46. But, my good sir, see whether nobility and
goodness do not mean something other than to save and

e saved ; for surely a man worthy of the name wust
waive aside the question of the duration of life how-
ever extended, and must not cling basely to life, but
leaving these things in the hands of God pin his faith
to the women’s adage, ¢ his destiny no man can flee,
and thereafler consider in what way he may best live
or such time as ke has to live.

47. Watch the stars in their courses as one that
runneth about with them therein; and think
constantly upon the reciprocal changes of the
elements, for thoughts on these things cleanse away
the mire of our. earthly life.

48. Noble is this saying of Plato’s.® Moreover he
who discourses of men should, as if from some
vantage-point 4 above, take a bird’s-eye view of the
things of earth, in its gatherings,> armies, husbandry,
its marriages and separations,® its births and deaths,
the din of the law-court and the silence of the
desert, barbarous races manifold, its feasts and
mournings and markets, the medley of it all and its
orderly conjunction of contraries.

497 Pass in review the far-off things of the past

4 ix. 30. ¢p. Lucian, Char. §15; Icaro-Men. §12.

5 If xard &yéAas be read, it will mean literally, drove by
drove, i.e. in s aggregalions ; if xdrw, &yéras, the latter
word must refer to gatherings of men.

6 This might mean treaties of peace, but there seems to be
a system of contrasted pairs.
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and its succession of sovranties without number.
Thou canst look forward and see the future also.
For it will most surely be of the same character,!
and it cannot but carry on the rhythm of existing
things. Consequently it is all one, whether we
witness human life for forty years or ten thousand.
For what more shalt thou see ?

50. All that is earth-born gravitates earthwards,
Dust unto dust ; and all that from ether
Gromws, speeds swifily back again heavenward ; ?

that is, either thereis a breaking up of the closely-
linked atoms or, what is much the same, a scattering
of the impassive elements.

51. Again:

With meats and drinks and curious sorceries
Side-track the stream, so be they may not die.?

When a storm from the Gods beats down on our
bark,

At our oars then we needs must toil and complain
not.*

52. Beller at the cross-bultock,’ may be, but not at
shewing public spirit or modesty, or being readier for
every contingency or more gracious to our neighbour
if he sees awry.

53. A work that can be accomplished in obedience
to that reason which we share with the Gods is
attended with no fear. For no harm need be
anticipated, where by an activity that follows the

1 vi. 37.

2 Bur. Chrys. Frag. 836. Constantly quoted. cp. Lucr.
il. 991 ; Genesis iii. 19: i el «al és iy ameAedop ; Eccle-
siasticus x1. 11.

3 Eur. Suppd. 1110. * Unknown.

5 Plutarch; Apophth. 2. 206 E,
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right road, and satisfies the demands of our con-
stitution, we can ersure our own weal.

54. At all times and in all places it rests with thee
both to be content with thy present lot as a
worshipper of the Gods, and to deal righteously with
thy present neighbours, and to labour lovingly at thy
present thoughts, that nothing unverified should
steal into them.

55. Look not about thee at the ruling Reason of
others, but look with straight eyes at this, To mhat

ts Nature guiding thee ?—both the Nature of the .

Universe, by means of what befalls thee and thy
nature by means of the acts thou hast to do. But
everyone must do what follows from his own con-
stitution ; and all other things have been constituted
for the sake of rational beings—justasin every other
case the lower are for the sake of the higher ! - but
the rational for their own sake.

Social obligation then is the leading feature in the
constitution of man and, coming second to it, an
uncompromising resistance to bodily inclinations.
For it is the privilege of a rational and intelli-
gent motion to isolate itself, and never to be
overcome by the motions of sense or desire ; for
either kind is animal-like. But the motion of the
Intelligence claims ever to have the pre-eminence and
never to be mastered by them. And rightly so, for it
is its nature to put all those to itsown use. Thirdly,
the rational constitution is free from precipitancy
and cannot be misled. Let the ruling Reason then,
clinging to these characteristics, accomplish a straight
course and then it comes into its own.

56. As one that is dead, and his life till now lived

1v.16, 30; xi. 10.
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and gone, must thou count the rest of thy days as
so much to the good,! and live according to Nature.

57. Love only what befalls thee and is spun for
thee by fate. For what can be more befitting for
thee?

58. In every contingency keep before thine eyes
those who, when these same things befell them,
were straightway aggrieved, estranged,? rebellious.
Where are they now? Nowhere! What then?
Wouldst thou be like them? Why not leave those
alien deflections to what deflects and is deflected by
them, and devote thyself wholly to the question how
to turn these contingencies to the best advantage ?
For then wilt thou make a noble use of them, and
they shall be thy raw material. Only in thought
and will take heed to be beautiful to thyself in all
that thou doest. And remember, in rejecting the
one and using the other, that the thing which matters
is the aim of the action.

59. Look within. Within is the fountain of Good,3
ready always to well forth if thou wilt alway delve.

60. The body too should be firmly set and suffer
no distortion in movement or bearing. For what
the mind effects in the face,* by keeping it composed
and well-favoured, should be looked for similarly
in the whole body. But all this must be secured
without conscious effort.

61. The business of life is more akin to wrestling
than dancing, for it requires of us to stand ready
and unshakable against every assault however
unforeseen.

1 ¢ep. Sen. Ep. 12 ad fin. Quisquis dizit ¢ Vixi,” quotidie
ad lucrum surgit. 2 Or, taken by surprise. cp. viii. 15.

3 St. John iv. 14. 4 vii. 37, cp. vii. 24.

5 St. Paul, Eph. vi. 12.

189



MARCUS AURELIUS

EB. Zwvexds épioTdvar, Tives elaiv odTot, OP’
oy ,uap-rvpeicreat Oérers, «xal 'nfva. 1')rye;ww,rcd
é’xovo-w. obTe wyap ,u.e,u.\[n) Tols dKxovaiws 'n"ral-
ova i, ou're e7r1,,u.ap7vp1;aews' derjoy, e,u,B)\.emnv els
TAS WYYAS THS v‘rro)\m]rews‘ xal o op;mc avTdY.

/. “Tlaca Yvxi,” Pnaiv, “ drovea a"re'pe'rm
a)\nﬁeaae‘ oﬁ‘rws‘ odv Kal 8mawa'vm]9 xal
aw¢poavw/9 xal ev,ueuemq mu mavTos Tov
ToLOUTOV. (iva'yxato'ra'rou 8¢ To Smuech ToUTOU
pepvijoBas & éop yap 'rrpos* Tdvras 1rpa,o'repo¢

ES' ’E'rr), ,wsv mavTos movov Wpoxecpov éor0,
8¢ ol awxpov, ovSe 'n;v Suavotay v xvBepy-
waau Xelpw ol ov‘re yap xabo 7\.o'yuc17 1 éoTw
owe xafo xowwviky 8ta¢0€tp€t au'n;lr émi
pHévror TéY TheloTwV rovwv kai T TOD E‘lrucou—
pov aot Boneeurm, 87t ““ odre aqbopn'rov ov're alov-
tov,” éav 'rwv opwv /.wmwvew)s' kal uy mpoa-
Sofa,;‘ns‘. xaxeivov 8¢ péurmoo, 6T ToOANd, 'rrovm
Ta avTd ov-ra, Mveavet Suaxepawo;.ceva' oIov TO
uva'mfew Icac TO xav,u.anteaeat kal TO av-
opexTeLy” o'rav odv T ToUTwy SvoapesTijs,
Néye éavrd, éTe 7rovgo évdidws.

fe. 'Opa, pjroTé <7i> TotobTOV waer)c 'n'poc
'rove amavbpdrovs, olov of <dm>dvlpwmor® mpds
TovS avepwvroue.

Es'. Ilobev iopev, GL 7] Tn)\avfyns‘ Ew/cpa'r-
ovs v Sudbeawv kpeicowv fv; ob «yap dpkei,

! ka0 SAwch P Mo 2: kafoAwch) A : xadd Aoyich Cas.
2 <éw>dvlpwwo: Cas.

1 vi, 89 ; vii. 34.
2 Quoted by Epictetus (i. 63, 28 §4) as from Plato (see
Plato, Soph. 238 C; Rep. iii. 412); viii. 14; x. 30 ; xi. 18, §3.
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62. Continually reflect, who they are whose favour-
able testimony thou desirest,! and what their ruling
Reason ; for thus wilt thou not find fault with those
who unintentionally offend, nor wilt thou want their
testimony, when thou lookest into the inner springs
of their opinions and desires.

63. Every soul, says Plato, is refl of truth against its
will?  Therefore it is the same also with justic
and temperance and lovingkindness and every lilgz
quality. It is essential to keep this ever in mind,
for it will make thee gentler towards all.3

64. Whenever thou art in pain, have this reflection
ready, that this is nothing to be ashamed of, nor can
it make worse the mind that holds the helm. For it
cannot impair it in so far as it is rational or in so far
as it is social. In most pains, however, call to thy
rescue even Epicurus when he says that a pain is
never unbearable* or interminable, so that thou re-
member its limitations and add nothing to it in
imagination. Recollect this too that many of our
every-day discomforts are really pain in disguise, such
as drowsiness,® a high temperature, want of appetite.
When inclined to be vexed at any of these, say to
thyself : I am giving in to pain.”

65. See that thou never have for the inhuman
the feeling which the inhuman have for human
kind.

66. How do we know that Telauges® may not have
excelled Socrates in character? For it is not enough

3 The same word is used of Marcus by Galen (xii. 17
Kiihn) ; Athenag. Apol. 1. 1; Lucian, Peregr. 17; and
Aristides, ad Reg. §§ 105, 112.

4 vii. 33. 5 viii. 49.

8 vi. 2. 7 cp. vi. 29.

8 Son of Pythagoras. See Diog. Laert. Pyth. 22. 26.
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! Plato, Apol. 20 C; Epict. iv. 7 § 30.
2 Or yevvaidrepor, more honouralble.

192'



BOOK VII

that Socrates died a more glorious death, and disputed
more deftly with the Sophists, and with more hardi-
hood braved whole nights in the frost, and, when
called upon to fetch the Salaminian,! deemed it
more spirited? to disobey, and that he carried his
head high as he mwalked3—and about the truth of
this one can easily judge—; but the point to
elucidate is this : what sort of soul had Socrates,* and
could he rest satisfied with being just in his dealings
with men and religious in his attitude towards the
Gods, neither resentful at the wickedness of others nor
yet lackeying the ignorance of anyone, nor regarding
as alien to himself anything allotted to him from the
Whole, nor bearing it as a burden intolerable, nor
letting his intelligence be swayed sympathetically by
the affections of the flesh ?

67. Nature did not make so intimate a blend in
the compound as not to allow a man to isolate
himself and keep his own things in his own power.
For it is very possible to be a godlike man and yet
not to be recognized by any.® Never forget this;
nor that the happy life depends on the fewest
possible things®; nor because thou hast been baulked
in the hope of becoming skilled in dialectics and
physics,” needest thou despair of being free and
modest and unselfish and obedient to God.

68. Thou mayest live out thy life with none to
constrain thee in the utmost peace of mind even
though the whole world cry out against thee what

3 Arist. Nub. 363 ; Plato, Symp. 221 B. The meaning of
the parenthesis is not clear. 4 cp. Dio Orat. iii. ad wnit.

5 Sen. (Ep. 79) instances Democritus, Socrates, and Cato.

¢ Julian, Conviv. 427. 21, where Marcus, asked in what con-
sists the imitation of the Gods, says Seic6a: Tav daxforwy. cp.
Lucian, Cynic. 12: of & ¥yyioror Oeois éraxloTwy déovra:.
Diog. Laert. Socr. 11. 71.17,§8; cp. v. 55 viii. 1.
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they will, even though beasts tear limb from limb this
%lastic clay that has encased thee with its growth.!

or what in all this debars the mind from keeping
itself in calmness, in a right judgment as to its en-
vironment, and in readiness to use all that is put at
its disposal ? so that the judgment can say to that
which meets it: In essential substance thou art this,
whatever else the common fame would have thee be. And
the use can say to the object presented to it: Thee
was I seeking. For the thing in hand is for me ever
material for the exercise of rational and civic virtue,?
and in a word for the art of a man or of God. For
everything that befalls is intimately connected with
God or man, and is not new or difficult to deal with,
but familiar and feasible.

69. This is the mark of a perfect character, to pass
through each day as if it were the last,® without
agitation, without torpor, without pretence.

70. The Gods—and they are immeortal—do not
take it amiss that for a time so long they must
inevitably and always put up with worthless men
who are what they are and so many+*; nay they
even befriend them in all manner of ways. But
thou, though destined to die so soon, criest off, and
that too though thou art one of the worthless ones
thyself.

71. It is absurd not to eschew our own wickedness,
which is possible, but to eschew that of others, which
is not possible.5

72. Whatever thy rational and civic faculty dis-
covers to be neither intelligent nor social, it judges
with good reason to fall short of its own standard.

3 i, 5. ¢ St. Matt. v. 45.
5 v. 17; ix. 42.
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BOOK VII

73. When thou hast done well to another and
-another has fared well at thy hands, why go on like
the foolish to look for a third thing besides, that is,
the credit also of having done well or a return for
the same!?

74. No one wearies of benefits received; and to
act by the law of Nature is its own benefit. Weary
not then of being benefited therein, wherein thou

- dost benefit others.2

75. The Nature of the Whole felt impelled to the
creation of a Universe ; but now either all that comes
into being does so by a natural sequence,® or even
the most paramount things, towards which the ruling
Reason of the Universe feels an impulse of its own,
are devoid of intelligence. Recollect this* and thou
wilt face many an ill with more serenity.

1 v.6; ix. 42. cp. Fronto, de Nep. ad fin.

2 ¢p. St. Paul, Gal. vi. 9; 2 Thess. iii. 13. For the Stoic
view see Stob. Kel. ii. 188.

3 iv. 45 ; ix. 28.

4 Marcus means that we must consider the second
alternative given above as incredible.
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1. THis too serves as a corrective to vain-glorious-
ness, that thou art no longer able to have lived thy
life wholly, or even from thy youth up, as a philo-
sopher. Thou canst clearly perceive, and many others
can see it too, that thou art far from Philosophy.
So then thy life is a chaos,! and no longer is it easy
for thee to win the credit of being a philosopher ;
and the facts of thy life too war against it. If then
thine eyes have verily seen where the truth lies,
care no more what men shall think of thee, but be
content if the rest of thy life, whether long or short,
be lived as thy nature wills. Make sure then what
that will is, and let nothing else draw thee aside. For
past experience tells thee in how much thou hast gone
astray, nor anywhere lighted upon the true life ; no,
not in the subtleties of logic,? or in wealth or fame
or enjoyment, or anywhere. Where then is it to be
found? In doing that which is the quest of man’s
nature. How then shall a man do this? By having
axioms as the source of his impulses and actions.
What axioms? On the nature of Good and Evil,
shewing that nothing is for a man’s good save what
makes him just, temperate, manly, free; nor any

1 Or, thou hast been besmirched, but cp. vi. 16, § 3.
2i, 17 ad fin. ; vii. 67.
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‘thing for his ill that makes him not the reverse of
these.

2. In every action ask thyself, How does it affect

me 2 Shall I regret it 2 But a little and I am dead
and all that lies between is past. What more do I ask
for, as long as my present work is that of a living
creature, intelligent, social, and under one law with
God ? -
3. What are Alexander and Gaius and Pompeius to
Diogenes and Heraclitus! and Socrates? For these
latter had their eyes opened to things and to
the causes and the material substance of things,
and their ruling Reason was their very own. But
those—what a host of cares, what a world of
slavery !

4. Thou mayst burst thyself with rage, but they
will go on doing the same things none the less.

5. Firstly, fret not thyself, for all things are as the
Nature of the Universe would have them, and within
‘a little thou shalt be non-existent, and nowhere, like
Hadrianus and Augustus. Secondly, look stead-
fastly at the thing, and see it as it is and, remem-
bering withal that thou must be a good man, and
what the Nature of man calls for, do this without
swerving, and speak as seemeth to thee most just,
only be it graciously, modestly, and without
feigning.?

6. The Nature of the Universe is charged with
this task, to transfer yonder the things which are
here, to interchange them, to take them hence and
convey them thither. All things are but phases of
in Apel. ii. 8 Heraclitus and Musonius are spoken of as hated
and slain for their opinions.

2 The word here used by Marcus occurs only in Christian
writings.
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change, but nothing new-fangled need be feared ; all
things are of the wonted type,! nay, their distributions
also are alike.

7. Every nature is content with itself when it
speeds well on its way ; and a rational nature speeds
well on its way, when in its impressions it gives
assent to nothing that is false or obscure, and directs
its impulses towards none but social acts, and limits its
inclinations and its aversions only to things that are
in its power, and welcomes all that the Universal
Nature allots it. For it is a part of that, as the
nature of the leaf is of the plant-nature; with the
difference however, that in the case of the plant
the nature of the leaf is part of a nature void both
of sentience and reason, and liable to be thwarted,
while a man’s nature is part of a nature unthwart-
able and intelligent and just, if indeed it divides up
equally and in due measure to every one his quotas
of time, substance, cause, activity, circumstance.
And consider, not whether thou shalt find one thing
in every case equal to one thing, but whether, collect-
. ively, the whole of this equal to the aggregate of that.

8. Thou canst not be a student. But thou canst
refrain from insolence ; but thou canst rise superior
to pleasures and pains; but thou canst tread under
thy feet the love of glory ; but thou canst forbear to
be angry with the unfeeling and the thankless,? aye
and even care for them.

9. Let no one. hear thee any more grumbling at
life in a Court,? nay let not thine own ears hear thee.

10. Repentance is a sort of self-reproach at some
useful thing passed by ; but the good must needs be
a useful thing, and ever to be cultivated by the true

2 St. Luke vi. 35. 3 v. 16.
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good man ; but the true good man would never regret
having passed a pleasure by. Pleasure therefore
is neither a useful thing nor a good.

11. What of itself is the thing in question as
individually constituted? What is the substance and
material of it? What the causal! part? What
doeth it in the Universe? How long doth it
subsist ?

12. When thou art loth to get up,? call to mind
that the due discharge of social duties is in accord-
ance with thy constitution and in accordance with
man’s nature, while even irrational animals share
with us the faculty of sleep; but what is in accord-
ance with the nature of the individual is more con-
genial, more closely akin to him, aye and more
attractive.

13. Persistently and, if possible, in every case
test thy impressions by the rules of physics, ethics,
logic.

g114. Whatever man thou meetest, put to thyself
at once this question: What are this man’s convictions 3
about good and evil? For if they are such and such
about pleasure and pain and what is productive of
them, about' good report and ill report, about death
and life, it will be in no way strange or surprising
to me if he does such and such things. So I will
remember that he is constrained to act as he
does.4

15. Remember that, as it is monstrous to be sur-
prised at a fig-tree -bearing figs, so also is it to be
surprised at the Universe bearing its own particular
crop. Likewise it is monstrous for a physician or a
steersman to be surprised ° that a patient has fever
or that a contrary wind has sprung up.
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Lep. vi. 30; vii. 7. c¢p. Capit. xxii. 4: ‘“Aequius est
ut ego tot talium amicorum consilum sequar, quam ut tot
%leham;ci meam unius voluntatem sequantur”; Digest.

. 14. 17.

2 Annius Verus, grandfather of Marcus, was the best
ball-player of his day, see Wilmanns Inscr. 574. Marcus
himself was an adept at the ball-game, Capit. iv. 9.
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16. Remember that neither a change of mind
nor a willingness to be set right by others! is
inconsistent with true freedom of will. For thine
alone is the active effort that effects its purpose in
accordance with thy impulse and judgment, aye
and thy intelligence also.

17. If the choice rests with thee, why do the
thing ? if with another, whom dost thou blame?
Atoms or Gods? To do either would be crazy folly.
WNoone is to blame. For if thou canst, set the offender
right. Failing that, at least set the thing itself
right. If that too be impracticable, what purpose
is served by imputing blame? For without a
purpose nothing should be done.

18. That which dies is not cast out of the Universe.
As it remains here, it also suffers change here and is
dissolved into its own constituents, which are the
elements of the Universe and thy own. Yes, and
they too suffer change and murmur not.

19. Every thing, be it a horse, be it a vine, has
come into being for some end. Why wonder?
Helios himself will say: I exist to do some work;
and so of all the other Gods. For what then
dost thou exist? For pleasure? Surely it is un-
thinkable.

20. Nature has included in its aim in every case
the ceasing to be no less than the beginning andy”
the duration, just as the man who tosses up his
ball.2 But what good does the ball gain while
tossed upwards, or harm as it comes down, or finally
when it reaches the ground ? Or what good accrues
to the bubble while it coheres, or harm in its
bursting ? And the same holds good with the lamp-
flame.
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21. Turn it! inside out and see what it is like,
what it comes to be when old, when sickly, when
carrion.

They endure but for a season, both praiser and
praised, rememberer and remembered.2 All this too
in a tiny corner of this continent, and not even there
are all in accord, no nor a man with himself; and
the whole earth is itself a point.3

22. Fix thy attention on the subject-matter or the
act or the principle or the thing signified..

Rightly served! Thou wouldst rather become a
good man to-morrow than be one to-day.

23. Am I doing some thing? I do it with refer-
ence to the well-being of mankind. Does something
befall me? Iaccept it with a reference to the Gods
and to the Source of all things from which issue,
linked together, the things that come into being.

24. What bathing is when thou thinkest of it—oil,
sweat, filth, greasy water, everything revolting—such
is every part of life and every object we meet with.

25. Lucilla4 buried Verus, then Lucilla was buried ;
Secunda Maximus,> then Secunda; Epitynchanus
Diotimus, then Epitynchanus; Antoninus Faustina,
then Antoninus. The same tale always: Celer$
buried Hadrianus and then Celer was buried. And
those acute wits, men renowned for their prescience
or their pride, where are they? Such acute wits,
for instance, as Charax and Demetrius [the Platonist?]

1 i.e. the body. 2iii. 10; iv. 3,§3. 32 iv. 3,§3; vi. 36.

4+ The mother of Marcus, not as Gataker, Long, ete. the
daughter. 5 i 15. 8 See Index II.

7 Arethas on Lucian, de Salt. § 63, alludes to this passage,
but Lucian’s Demetrius is the Cymc whom in Demon. § 3
llle coufles with Epictetus. (cp. also adv. Ind. § 19.) See

ndex
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and Eudaemon, and others like them. All creatures
of a day, dead long ago!—some not remembered
even for a while, others transformed into legends,!
and yet others from legends faded into nothing-
ness! Bear then in mind that either this thy com-
posite self must be scattered abroad, or thy vital
breath be quenched, or be transferred? and set
elsewhere.

26. It brings gladness to a man to do a man’s true
work. And a man’s true work is to shew goodwill to
his own kind, to disdain the motions of the senses,
to diagnose specious impressions, to take a compre-
hensive view of the Nature of the Universe and all
that is done at her bidding.

27. Thou hast three relationships—the first to the.
vessel thou art contained in; the second to the
divine Cause wherefrom issue all things to all; and:
the third to those that dwell with thee.

28. Pain is an evil either to the body—Ilet the
body then denounce it‘—or to the Soul; but the
Soul can ensure her own fair weather and her
own calm sea, and refuse to account it an evil.
For every conviction and impulse and desire and
aversion is from within,® and nothing climbs in
thither.

29. Efface thy impressions,” saying ever to thyself :.
Now lies it with me that this soul should harbour no
wickedness nor lust nor any disturbing element at all ;
but that, seeing the true nature of all things® I should
deal with each as is its due. Bethink thee of this
power that Nature gives thee.

1 xii. 27. 2 Or, leave thee ; but cp. v. 33.
3. 12; v. 10, 48 ; ix. 3 ad fin. 4 vii. 33. - ® xii. 22.
6 v.19; St. Matt. xv. 18 7 vii. 17, 29; ix. 7. 8 iii. 11.
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30. Say thy say in the Senate or to any person
whatsoever becomingly and naturally.! Use sound
speech. :

31. The court of Augustus—wife, daughter, de-
scendants, ancestors, sister, Agrippa, kinsfolk, house-
hold, friends, Areius,2 Maecenas, physicians, haru-
spices—dead, the whole court of them! Pass on
then to other records and the death not of individuals
but of a clan, as of the Pompeii. And that well-known
epitaph, Last of his race—think over it and the anxiety
shewn by the man’s ancestors that they might leave a
successor. But after all some one must be the last of
the line—here again the death of a whole race!

32. Act by act thou must build up thy life, and be
content, if each act as far as may be fulfils its end.3
And there is never a man that can prevent it doing
this. But there will be some impediment from mwithout.
There can be none to thy behaving justly, soberly,
wisely. But what if some other exercise of activity be
hindered 2 Well, a cheerful acceptance of the hin-
drance and a tactful transition to what is allowed
will enable another action to be substituted that will
be in keeping with the built-up life of which we are
speaking.

33. Accept without arrogance, surrender without
reluctance.

1 Dr. Bigg does not scruple to say that Marcus spoke
in such a pega.ntic jargon as to be unintelligible to his heurers!
This is pitiable nonsense. See Fronto, ud Aaut. i. 1: quanto
studio quantoque favore et voluptate dicentem te audit senatus
populusque Romanus ; cp. ad Caes. ii. 1.

2 Domestic philosopher to Augustus, as Rusticus was to
Marcus. See Them. Orat. v. 63d; xiii. 173c¢; Sen. ad
Marciam, § 4.

3 Or, recetves its due reward (awéxer).
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34. Thou hast seen a hand cut off or a foot, or a
head severed from the trunk, and lying at some
distance from the rest of the body. Just so does the
man treat himself, as far as he may, who wills not
what befalls and severs himself from mankind or acts
unsocially. Say thou hast been torn away in some
sort from the unity of Nature; for by the law of thy .
birth thou wast a part; but now thou hast cut
thyself off. Yet here comes in that exquisite pro-
vision, that thou canst return again to thy unity.l To
no other part has God granted this, to come together
again, when once separated and cleft asunder. Aye,
behold His goodness, wherewith He hath glorified
man! For He hath let it rest with a man that he be
never rent away from the Whole, and if he do rend
himself away, to return again and grow on to the
rest and take up his position again as part.

35. Just as the Nature of rational things has
given each rational being almost all his' other
powers, so also have we received this one from
it; that, as this Nature moulds to its purpose what-
ever interference or opposition it meets, and gives it
a place in the destined order of things, and makes it
a part of itself, so also can the rational creature
convert every hindrance into material for itself2 and
utilize it for its own purposes.

36. Let not the mental picture of life as a whole
confound thee. Fill not thy thoughts with what and
how many ills may conceivably await thee, butin every
present case ask thyself: What is there in this experi-
ence so crushing, so insupportable? Thou wilt blush

1 Sen. Ep. 98 : licet in integrum restitui (a legal phrase
for a restoration to all rights).
2 jv. 1; v. 20; vi. 50,
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1 700 wvplov P: 70 wvpot A: [708] Obfpov Salm., but
Marcus does not speak of Lucius as Verus.

2 gopwrdTois P: copwrdrys (with Swraoovwns, §39) A:
gopdrara Xyl

1 See on vi. 29.
2 Lucian (?) (Imayg. §§ 10, 22), mentions Pantheia as the
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to confess. Remind thyself further that it is not the
future nor the past but the present always that
brings thee its burden. But this is reduced to in-
significance if thou isolate it, and take thy mind to
task ! if it cannot hold out against this mere trifle.

37. Does Pantheia? now watch by the urn of her
lord, or Pergamus ? What, does Chabrias or Diotimus
by Hadrian’s? Absurd! And had they sat there
till now, would the dead have been aware of it?
and, if aware of it, would they have been pleased ?
and, if pleased, would that have made the mourners
immortal? Was it not destined that these like
others should become old women and old men
and then die? What then, when they were dead,
would be left for those whom they had mourned
to do? It is all stench and foul corruption ¢in
a sack of skin.’$

38. Hast thou keenness of sight? Use it with
Judgment ever so wisely, as the saying goes.

39. In the constitution of rational creatures I see
no virtue incompatible with justice, but incompatible
with pleasure I see—continence.

40. Take away thy opinion * as to any imagined

“pain, and thou thyself art set in surest safety.

What is <thyself’? Reason. But I am not reason.
Be it so. At all events let the Reason not cause
itself pain, but if any part in thee is amiss, let it
form its own opinion about itself.

matchless concubine of 7¢ ueydAp Bacirel xphoTy Kal Huépe
ovri (meaning upparently Lucius Velus) Luclan (Nigr.
§ 3]) speaks of oi weAedovres ral wapauévew Tivds oixéras Tols
'radwls

ict. Frag. 94. cp. Diog. Laert. Anaxarchus, § 2 ;
Zeno leat. § 5. Howell, Familiar Letters, viii, 2, 50, speaks
of ¢‘this small skinful or bagful of hones.”

4 vii. 16; viii. 47. 5 vii. 33.
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41. To the animal nature a thwarting of sense-
perception is an evil, as is also to the same nature the
thwarting of impulse. There is similarly some other
thing that can thwart the constitution of plants and
is an evil to them. Thus then the thwarting of
intelligence is an evil to the intelligent nature.
Transfer the application of all this to thyself.
Does pain, does pleasure take hold of thee? The
senses shall look to it. Wast thou impelled to a
thing and wast thwarted? If thy impulse counts on
an unconditional fulfilment, failure at once becomes
an evil to thee as a rational creature. But accept
the universal limitation, and thou hast so far received
no hurt nor even been thwarted.! Indeed no one
else is in a way to thwart the inner purposes of
the mind. For it no fire can touch, nor- steel, nor
tyrant, nor obloquy,? nor any thing soever: a sphere3
once formed continues round and true.

42. It were not right that I should pain myself
for not even another have 1 ever knowingly
pained.* .

43. One thing delights one, another thing another.
To me.it is a delight if I keep my ruling Reason
sound, not looking askance at man or anything that
befalls man, but regarding all things with kindly
eyes, accepting and using everything for its intrinsic
worth.

44. See thou dower thyself with this present time.
Those that yearn rather for after-fame do not realize
that their successors are sure to be very much the
same as the contemporaries whom they find such a

© 1 vi. 50. 2 vii, 68; Epict. iii. 22. 43. 3 xi. 12; xii. 3.
4 ¢p. Them. Orat. xv. p. 191 B, quoted App. ii.; cp. Diog.
Laert. Zeno 64.
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burden, and no less mortal. What is it anyway to
thee if there be this or that far-off echo of their
voices, or if they have this or that opinion about
thee ?

45. Take me up and cast me where thou wilt. For
even there will 1 keep my ‘genius’ tranquil, that
is, content if in itself and in its activity it follow the
laws of its own constitution.

Is this worth while, that on its account my soul
should be ill at ease and fall below itself, grovelling,
grasping, floundering, affrighted? What oould make
it worth while ?

46. Nothing can befall a man that is not a
contingency natural to man ; nor befall an ox, that is
not natural to oxen, nor a vine that is not natural to
a vine, nor a stone that is not proper to it. If
therefore only what is natural and customary befalls
each, why be aggrieved? For the common Nature
brings thee nothing that thou canst not bear.1

47. When thou art vexed at some external cross,
it is not the thing itself that troubles thee,? but thy
judgment on it. And this thou canst annul in a
moment. But if thou art vexed at something in thine
own character, who can prevent thee from rectifying
the principle that is to blame?3 So also if thou
art vexed * at not undertaking that which seems to
thee a sound act, why not rather undertake it than be
vexed ? But there is a lion in the path ! Be not vexed
then, for the blame of inaction rests not with thee.
But life is not worth living, this left undone. Depart

1 ¢p. 8t. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 13.
2 ¢p. Epict. Man. 5.
3 viii. 40.
4v. 9, 86; viii. 10; xi. 19.
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1iji. 1; v. 29 ; Epict. i. 24, § 20. 2 vii. 28.

3 xi. 3. In both places Marcus seems to have the Christ- -
ians in mind.

4 cp. Fronto, ad Ver. ii. 1 (of Marcus): arcem munitam et
invictam et inexpugnabilem quae in fratris tui pectore sita est.
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then from life,! dying with the same kindly feelings
as he who effects his purpose, and accepting with a
good grace the obstacles that thwart thee.

48. Never forget that the ruling Reason shews itself
unconquerable when, concentrated in itself,? it is
content with itself so it do nothing that itdoth not will,
even if it refuse from mere opposition 3 and not from
reason—much more, then, if it judge of a thing on
reasonable grounds and advisedly. Therefore the
Mind, unmastered by passions, is a very citadel, for a
man has no fortress more impregnable ¢ wherein to
find refuge and be untaken for ever. He indeed
who hath not seen this is ignorant, but he that hath
seen it and takes not refuge therein is luckless.

49. Say no more to thyself than what the initial
impressions report.®> This has been told thee, that so
and so speaks ill of thee. This kas been told thee,
but it has not been told thee that thou art harmed.?
1 see that my child is ailing. I see it, but I do not see
that he is in danger. Keep then ever to first im-
pressions and supplement them not on thy part from
within, and nothing? happens to thee. And yet do
supplement them with this, that thou art familiar
with every possible contingency in the world.

50. The gherkin is bitler. Toss it away. There
are briars in the path. Turn aside. That suffices,
and thou needest not to add: Why are such things
found in the world? For thou wouldst be a laugh-
ing stock to any student of nature; just as thou
wouldst be laughed at by a carpenter and a cobbler
if thou tookest them to task because in their shops
are seen sawdust and parings from what they are

5 iv. 7 ete. 8 Yet Capit. (xx. § 5) says that Marcus
was suae curiosissimus famae, cp. tbid. xxii. §6; xxiii. §7,9;
xxix. § 5. 7 ¢p. viii. 28.
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herself alone.
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making. And yet tkey have space for the disposal
of their fragments; while the Universal Nature has
nothing outside herself ; but the marvel of her crafts-
manship is that, though she is limited to herself,
she transmutes into her own substance all that
within her seems to be perishing and decrepit and
useless, and again from these very things produces
other new ones ; whereby she shews that she neither
wants any substance outside herself nor needs a
corner where she may cast her decaying matter. Her
own space, her own material, her own proper crafts-
manship is all that she requires.!

51. Be not dilatory in doing, nor confused in
conversation, nor vague in thought; let not thy
soul be wholly concentred in itself nor uncon-
trollably agitated ; leave thyself leisure in thy life.

They kill us, they cut us limb from limb, they hunt
us with execrations!? How does that prevent thy
mind being still pure, sane, sober, just? Imagine a
man -to stand by a crystal-clear spring of sweet
water, and to rail at it; yet it fails not to bubble
up with wholesome water. Throw in mud or even
filth and it will quickly winnow them away and
purge itself of them and take never a stain. How
then possess thyself of a living fountain and no
mere well?3 By guiding thyself carefully every
hour into freedom with kindliness, simplicity, and
modesty.

52. He that knoweth not what the Universe is know-
eth not where he is. He that knoweth not the end of
its being knoweth not who he is or what the Universe
is.4 But he that is wanting in the knowledge of any

2 Marcus must be thinking of the Christians. ¢p. vii. 68.

ndix. 3 St. John, iv. 14-16.
‘ cp pict. ii. 24, § 19.

225



MARCUS AURELIUS

8 7t adTos mépuker elmor. Tis olv Paiverai oot
0 TOV TV KpoToVVTWY ETaivov petrywy 1) Stdrwy,t!
ol o8 6mov elalv olTe olTivés elau ywwarovaw;

vy. ’Ewaweicfar 0éres dmo avBpomov Tpis
Ths dpas éavrd raTapwpévov; dpéorew Béleis
avlpdme, bs odr dpéoker éavtd; dpéorer éavTe
0 petavody ép’ dmact ayedov, ols wpdaoes;

v8'. Mnrére pévov ovumvely TP mepiéxovTe
aépt, dAN 910 Kkal cvudpoveiv TH mepLéxovTe
wdvTa voep@. ol yap TTov 7 voepa SUvauis wdvTy
xéxvras kal Siamwepoitnke T) ocmdoar Suvvauéve,
nmep 9 depwdns TP dvamveboar dvvauéve.

ve. Tevieds uév 1) varia oddév BAdmwrer Tow
xoouov, 1 O¢ Kxara wépos obdév BAdmwrer TOV
érepov. ,u.émp 8¢ BraBepd éaTe 'roﬁ'rgo, S éme-
'rérpa.'n"ra,l. xal arnmAdxba adrijs, oméTay 'n'pw'rov
odtos Oejor. X

vi/. T@ éud mpoaiperied 7o Tob mAqaiov
mwpoaspeTicoy émions adidpopiy éoTw, ds xal TO
myevudTiov alTol Kai 10 gapkidiov. xal yap e
67Tt pdhioTa AANMIAwY Evexev yeyovauey, Suws Ta
yepovikd fudv EacTov THY idlav xvplav Exer
émel Tov Euerhev %) Tod mAaiov Kaxia éuod xaxoy
elvar mep ok EBofe T Oed, lva w1 ém’ AN 7
70 éué dTuyely.

v¢. ‘O dj\os kataxexolar Sokei, xai wdvry
wye kéxvrai, ob uny éxkéxvra. % yap xvos admy

14 Slwy (8w A) ) P: didkwy Cas.: § ydyor pedywy § Exaivor
Qidkwy Gat.

. 226



BOOK VIII

of these things could not tell what is the end of his
own being. What then must we think of those that
court or eschew the verdict of the clappers, who have
no conception where or who they are ?

53. Carest thou to be praised by a man who
execrates himself thrice within the hour? to win the
approval of a man who wins not his own? Can he
be said to win his own approval who regrets almost
every thing he does?

54. Be no longer content merely to breathe in
unison with the all-embracing air, but from this
moment think also in unison with the all-embracing
Intelligence. For that intelligent faculty is every-
where diffused and offers itself on every side to him
that can take it in no less than the aerial to him
that can breathe.

55. Taken collectively wickedness does no harm
to the Universe,! and the partlcular wickedness does
no harm to others. It is harmful to the one
individual alone, and he has been given the option
of being quit of it the first moment he pleases.

56. To my power of choice 2 the power of choice of
my neighbour is as much a matter of indifference as
is his vital breath and his flesh. For however much
we may have been made for one another, yet our
ruling Reason is in each case master in its own house.
Else might my neighbour’s wickedness become my
bane; and this was not God’s will, that another
might not have my unhappiness in his keeping.?

57. The sun’s light is diffused down, as it seems,
yes, and in every direction, yet it does not diffuse
itself away. For this diffusion is an extension. At any

! v. 35. % Not distinguishable from the ‘ruling Reason.’
3 Sen. Ep. 70 ad med. : nemo nisi vitio suo miser est.
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rate the beams of the Sun are called Eaxfension rays,
because they have an extension in space.! And what a
ray is you may easily see, if you observe the sun’s
light entering through a narrow chink into a
darkened room, for it extends straight on, and is
as it were brought up aﬂ[gainst2 any solid body it
encounters that cuts off the air beyond. There
the ray comes to a standstill, neither slipping off nor
sinking down. Such then should be the diffusion
and circumfusion of the mind, never a diffusing away
but extension, and it should never make a violent
or uncontrollable impact against any obstacle it
meets with, no, nor collapse, but stand firm and illu-
minate what receives it. For that which conducts
it not on its way will deprive itself wilfully of its
beams.

58. Dread of death is a dread of non-sensation
or new sensation.? But either thou wilt feel no
sensation, and so no sensation of any evil; or a
different kind of sensation will be thine, and so the
life of a different creature, but still a life.

59. Mankind have been created for the sake of
one another.! Either instruct therefore or endure. '

60. One is the way of an arrow, another of the
mind. Howbeit the mind, both when it cautiously
examines its ground and when it is engaged in its
enquiry, is none the less moving straight forward and
towards its goal.

61. Enter into every man’s ruling Reason, and
give every one else an opportunity to enter into
" thine.t
2 Biwapeirar (mss.) would mean apparently cut or broken.

3 ¢p. Justin, Apol. i. § 57, addressed to Pius and Marcus.
4 ix. 1 ad mit. 5 v.28; ix. 11.
6 jv. 38. cp. vii. 55 ; Epict. iii. 9, § 12.
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1. InsusTicE is impiety. For in that the Nature
of the Universe has fashioned rational creatures for
the sake of one another! with a view to mutual
benefit based upon worth, but by no means for harm,
the transgressor of her will acts with obvious 1mp1ety
against the most venerable of Deities.

And the liar too acts impiously with respect to\
the same Goddess. For the Nature of the Universe |
is the Nature of the things that are. And the things |
that are have an intimate connexion with all the
things that have ever been. Moreover this Nature
is named Truth, and is the primary cause of all that
is true. The willing liar then is impious in so far
.as his deceit is a wrong-doing; and the unwilling
liar too, for he is out of tune with the Nature of the
Whole, and an element of disorder by being in conflict
with the Nature of an orderly Universe ; for he is in
conflict who allows himself, as far as his conduct goes,
to be carried into opposition to what is true. And
whereas he had previously been endowed by nature
with the means of distinguishing false from true, by
neglecting to use them he has lost the power.?

Again he acts impiously who seeks after pleasure
as a good thing and eschews pain as an evil. For

Yy, 30 viii. 59. ¢ vii, 2.
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such a man must inevitably find frequent fault with
the Universal Nature! as unfair in its apportion-
ments to the worthless and the worthy, since the
worthless are often lapped in pleasures and possess
the things that make for pleasure, while the worthy
meet with pain and the things that make for pain.
Moreover he that dreads pain will some day be in
dread of something that must be in the world.
And there we have impiety at once. And he that
hunts after pleasures will not hold his hand from
injustice. And this is palpable impiety.

But those, who are of one mind with Nature and
would walk in her ways, must hold a neutral attitude 2
towards those things towards which the Universal
Nature is neutral—for she would not be the Maker of
both were she not neutral towards both. So he clearly
acts with impiety who is not himself neutral towards
pain and pleasure, death and life, good report and
ill report, things which the Nature of the Universe
treats with neutrality. And by the Universal
Nature treating these with neutrality I mean that all
things happen neutrally in a chain of sequence? to
things that come into being and their after products*
by some primeval impulse of Providence,® in accord-
ance with which She was impelled by some primal
impulse to this making of an ordered Universe, when
She had conceived certain principles for all that was
to be, and allocated the powers generative of sub-
stances and changes and successions such as we see.

2. It were more graceful doubtless for a man to
depart from mankind untainted with falsehood and

1 vi. 16 ad fin. 41. cp. Epict. i. 6, § 39.

2 Or, attitude of indifference. 3 viii. 75.
4 Or, that are oonsequent upon some primeval impulse.
Pr0v1dence here = rowi ¢ias, . 5 ix. 28.
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! But ¢p. Capit. xxviii. §4 (of Marcus); mortem contem-
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BOOK IX \
all dissimulation and luxury and arrogance ; failiné
that, however, the ‘next best course’ is to breathe
out his life when his gorge has risen at these things.
Or is it thy choice to throw in thy lot with vice,
and does not even thy taste of it yet persuade thee
to fly from the pestilence ? For the corruption of the
mind is a pest far worse than any such miasma and
vitiation of the air which we breathe around us.
The latter is a pestilence for living creatures and
affects their life, the former for human beings and
affects their humanity.

3. Despise not death,! but welcome it, for Nature
wills it like all else. For dissolution is but one of
the processes of Nature,? associated with thy life’s
various seasons, such as to be young, to be old, to
wax to our prime and to reach it, to grow teeth and
beard and gray hairs, to beget, conceive and bring
forth. A man then that has reasoned the matter
out should not take up towards death the attitude of
indifference, reluctance, or scorn, but await it as one
of the processes of Nature.® Look for the hour
when thy soul shall emerge from this its sheath, as
now thou awaitest the moment when the child she
carries shall come forth from thy wife’s womb.4

But if thou desirest a commonplace solace too that
will appeal to the heart, nothing will enable thee to
meet death with equanimity better than to observe
the environment thou art leaving and the sort of
characters with whom thy soul shall no longer be

3 ¢p. Montaigne i. 19 (Florio’s version): ‘“ The same way
you came from death to life, returne without passion or
amazement from life to death. Your death is but a piece of
the world’s order, and but a parcel of the world’s life.”

4 Hardly a personal touch, as Vibia Aurelia, Faustina’s
last child, was born in 166. Besides, éuBpvov has no article.
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I x. 36 ; Plato, Phaed. 66 B.

2 As Marcus himself often was. c¢p. v. 10; vi. 12; viii. 8.

3 x. 4.

¢ cp. the despairing echo of these words by General Gordon,
who was a reader of Marcus, from Khartum: ¢ There is
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mixed up.! For while it is very far from right
to be disgusted with them,? but rather even to
befriend and deal gently with them,? yet it is well
to remember that not from men of like principles
with thine will thy release be. For this alone, if
anything, could draw us back and bind us to life,
if it were but permitted us to live with those who
have possessed themselves of the same principles as
ours. But now thou seest how thou art driven by
sheer weariness at the jarring discord of thy life with
them to say: Z'arry not, O Death, lest peradventure I
too forget myself.*

4. He that does wrong, does wrong to himself.?
The unjust man is unjust to himself, for he makes
himself bad.6

5. There is often an injustice of omission as well as
of commission.

6. The present assumption rightly apprehended,
the present act socially enacted, the present dis-
position satisfied with all that befalls it from the
Cause external to it—these will suffice.

7. Efface imagination.” Restrain impulse. Quench
desire. Keep the ruling Reason in thine own
power.

8. Among irrational creatures one life is distributed,
and among the rational one intellectual soul has
been parcelled out. Just as also there is one
earth for all the things that are of the earth; and

S iv. 26; ix. 38. Epict. ii. 10, §26.

8 Or, does himself harm. Plutarch (Stoic. Contrad. 12)
shews that Chrysippus contradicts himself on this point.
Justin (Apol. i. 3), speaking of persecution to Pius and
Marcus, turns the tables on the latter, saying that in injuring
innocent Christians they injured themselves. Epict. iv. 5. 10.

7 vii. 29 ; viii. 29, 49; xii. 25.
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one is the light whereby we see,! and one the air
we all breathe that have sight and life.

9. All that share in a common element have an
affinity for their own kind. The trend of all that is
earthy is to earth; fluids all run together; it is the same
with the aerial; so that only interposing obstacles
and force can keep them apart. Fire indeed has a
tendency to rise by reason of the elemental fire, but
is so quick to. be kindled in sympathy with all fire
here below that every sort of matter, a whit drier
than usual, is easily kindled owing to its having fewer
constituents calculated to offer resistance to its
kindling. So then all that shares in the Universal
Intelligent Nature has as strong an affinity towards
what is akin, aye even a stronger. For the measure
of its superiority to all other things is the measure of
its readiness to blend and coalesce with that which is
akin to it. '

At any rate to begin with among irrational
creatures we find swarms and herds and bird-
colonies and, as it were, love-associations.? For
already at that stage there are souls, and the bond
of affinity shews itself in the higher form to a
degree of intensity not found in plants or stones
or timber., But among rational creatures are found
political communities and friendships and house-
holds and gatherings and in wars treaties and
armistices. But in things still higher a sort of unity
in separation even exists, as in the stars. Thus
the ascent to the higher form is able to effect a
sympathetic connexion$? even among things which
are separate.

1 xii. 30. 2 ¢p. Aesch. Prom. Vin. 492: orépynbpa.
3 cp. Epict. i. 14 ad nit.
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See then what actually happens at the present
time ; for at the present time it is only the intelli-
gent creatures that have forgotten their mutual
affinity and attraction, and here alone there is no
sign of like flowing to like. Yet flee as they will,
they are nevertheless caught in the toils, for Nature
will have her way. Watch closely and thou wilt see
’tis so. [Easier at any rate were it to find an earthy
thing in touch with nothing earthy than a man
wholly severed from mankind.

10. They all bear fruit—Man and God and the
Universe : each in its due season bears. It matters
nought that in customary parlance such a term is
strictly applicable only to the vine and such things.
Reason too hath its fruit both for all and for itself,
and there issue from it other things such as is
Reason itself.

11. If thou art able, convert the wrong-doer.2 If
not, bear in mind that kindliness was given thee to
meet just such a casc. The Gods too are kindly to
such persons and even co-operate with them for
certain ends—for health, to wit, and wealth and
fame, so benignant are they.® Thou too canst be the
same ; or say who is there that prevents thee.

12. Do thy work not as a drudge, nor as desirous
of pity or praise. Desire one thing only, to act or
not to act as civic reason directs.

13. This day have I got me out of all trouble, or
rather have cast out all trouble, for it was not from
without, but within, in my own imagination.4
things themselves. . . . If evil have no entrance into us but
by our judgment, it seemeth that it lieth in our power either
to contemne or turn them to our good. . . . If that which we
call evil and torment be neither torment nor evil, but that
our fancy only gives it that quality, it is in us to change it.”
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14. All these are things of familiar experience!;
in their duration ephemeral,? in their material foul.
Everything is now as it was in the days of those
whom we have buried.?

15. Objective things stand outside the door, keep-
ing themselves to themselves, without knowledge of
or message about themselves. What then has for us
a message about them ? The ruling Reason.

16. Not in being acted upon but in activity lies -
the evil and the good of the rational and civic
creature, just as. his virtue too and his vice lie in
activity and not in being acted upon.

17. The stone that is thrown into the air is none
the worse for falling down, or the better for being
carried upwards.4

18. Find the way within into their ruling Reason,
and thou shalt see what these judges are whom thou
fearest and what their judgment of themselves is
worth.5

19. Change is the universal experience.® Thou
art thyself undergoing a perpetual transformation
and, in some sort, decay 7 : aye and the whole Uni-
verse as well.

20. Another’s wrong-doing should be left with
him.8

21. A cessation of. activity, a quiescence from
impulse and opinion and, as it were, their death, isno
evil. Turn now to consider the stages of thy life—
childhood, boyhood, manhood, old age—each step
in the ladder of change a death. Is there anything
terrible here? Pass on now to thy life under thy
grandfather, then under thy mother, then under thy

5 iv. 38 ; vii. 34. 6 v. 23; vii. 18.

7 iv. 3 ad fin. ; vii. 25. ¥ vii. 29 ; ix. 38.
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father,! and finding there many other alterations,
changes, and cessations, ask thyself Is there any-
thmg terrible here 2 No, nor any in the endlng and
quiescence and change of the whole of life.?

22. Speed to the ruling Reason of thyself, and of
the Universe, and of thy neighbour: of thine own,
that thou mayest make it just; of that of the Uni-
verse, that thou mayest therewithal remember of
what thou art a part; of thy neighbour, that thou
mayest learn whether it was ignorance with him or
understanding, and reflect at the same time that it is
akin to thee.

23. As thou thyself art a part perfective of a
civic organism, let also thine every act be a part
perfective of civic life. Every act of thine then
that has no relation direct or indirect to this social
end, tears thy life asunder and destroys its unity, and
creates a schism, just as in a commonwealth does the
man who, as far as_in him lies, stands aloof from
such a concord of his fellows.

24. Children’s squabbles and make-believe, and
little souls bearing up corpses >—the Invocation of the
Dead ¢ might strike one as a more vivid reality !

25. Go straight to that which makes a thing what
it is, its formative cause,® and, isolating it from
the material, regard it so. Then mark off the
utmost time for which the individual object so
qualified is calculated to subsist.

4 Possibly refers to the Nékvia of Homer (Od. xi.). Menip us
(Diog. Laert. Men. 6) also wrote a Nékvta (cp. above, vi.47).
it was a term for the invocation of the dead, see Just. 4p. i. 18
5 To the Formative, or Efficient Cause, of things is due not
only that they exist, but that the{‘ are what they are. To
translate the words here lltemlly y the quality of the Cause
conveys no meaning. cp. Vvi.
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1 i, 17 ad fin. 2 ix. 11, 40.
3 The Heraclitan round of change between the elements ;
see iv. 46. 4ix. 1, § 4.
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26. By not being content with thy ruling Reason
doing the work for which it was constituted, thou
hast borne unnumbered ills. Nay, ’tis enough !

27. When men blame or hate thee or give utter-
ance to some such feelings against thee, turn to their
souls, enter into them, and see what sort of men they
are. Thou wilt perceive that thou needest not be
concerned as to what they think of thee. Yet
must thou feel kindly towards them, for Nature made
them dear to thee. The Gods too lend them aid in
divers ways by dreams! and oracles, to win those
very things on which their hearts are set.2 -

28. The same, upwards, downwards,® from cycle to
cycle are the revolutions ot the Universe. And
either the Universal Mind feels an impulse to act in
each separate case—and if this be so, accept its
impulsion—or it felt this impulse  once for all, and all
subsequent things follow by way of consequence;
and what matters which it be, for if you like to put
it so the world is all atoms [or indivisible].5 But as
to the Whole, if God—all is well ; if haphazard—be
not thou also haphazard.®

Presently the earth will cover us all. It too will
anon be changed, and the resulting product will go
on from change to change, and so for ever and ever.
When a man thinks of these successive waves of
change and transformation, and their rapidity, he
will hold every mortal thing in scorn.”

29. The World-Cause is as a torrent, it sweeps
everything along. How negligible these manikins

5 Possibly auepsi is a gloss, or duoopepij should be read.
(cp. Epict. Frag. 175.)

6 ii. 5; iv.2, etc. 7d JAov may also be taken to mean in fine.

7 ix. 19; xii. 21. c¢p. Capit. xxviii. 4 of Marcus on his
death-bed, ridens res humanas.
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that busy themselves with civic matters and flatter
themselves that they act therein as philosophers!
Drivellers all! What then, O Man? Do what
Nature asks of thee now. Make the effort if it be
given thee to do so and look not about to see if any
shall know it.! Dream not of Utopias but be content
if the least thing go forward, and count the outcome
of the matter in hand as a small thing.? For who
can alter another’s conviction? Failing a change of
conviction, we merely get men pretending to be
persuaded and chafing like slaves under coercion.
Go to now and tell me of Alexander and Philip
and Demetrius of Phalerum. Whether they realized
the will of Nature and schooled themselves thereto,
is their concern. But if they played the tragedy-
hero, no one has condemned me to copy them.
Simple and modest is the work of Philosophy: lead
me not astray into pomposity and pride.

30. Take a bird’s-eye view of the world, its endless
gatherings3 and endless ceremonials,® voyagings
manifold in storm and calm, and the vicissitudes of
things coming into being, participating in being,
ceasing to be. Reflect too on the life lived long ago
by other men, and the life that shall be lived after
thee, and is now being lived in barbarous countries ;
and how many have never even heard thy name,
and how many will very soon forget it, and how
many who now perhaps acclaim, will very soon blame
thee, and that neither memory nor fame nor anything
thing else whatever is worth reckoning.

31. Freedom from perturbance in all that befalls

2 Or, reading od uwpdy : deem the success of the matter in
hand no small thing. 3 vii. 3, 48.
4 nearly = our colloquial * functions,”
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from the external Cause, and justice in all that thine
own inner Cause prompts thee todo; thatis, impulse
and action finding fulfilment in the actual performance
of social duty as being in accordance with thy nature.

32. It is in thy power to rid thyself of many
unnecessary troubles, for they exist wholly in thy
imagination. Thou wilt at once set thy feet in a
large room by embracmg the whole Universe in thy
mind and including in thy purview time ever-
lasting, and by observing the rapid change in every
part of everything, and the shortness of the span
between birth and dissolution, and that the yawn-
ing immensity before birth is only matched by the
infinity after our dissolution.

33. All that thine eyes behold will soon perish
and they, who live to see it perish, will in their turn
perish no less quickly; and he who outlives all his
contemporaries and he who dies before his time will
be as one in the grave.

34. What is the ruling Reason! of these men, and
about what sort of objects have they been in earnest,
and from what motives do they lavish their love and
their honour! View with the mind’s eye their poor
~ little souls in their nakedness. What immense con-
ceit this of theirs, when they fancy that there is bane
in their blame and profit in their praises !

35. Loss and change,? they are but one. Therein
doth the Universal Nature take pleasure,® through
whom are all things done now as they have been in
like fashion from time everlasting; and to eternity
shall other like things be. Why then dost thou say
> that all things have been evil and will remain evil
! vii. 34, 62; ix. 18.

2 The play on the words eannot be kept. 3 vii. 18.
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to the end, and that no help has after all been found
in Gods, so many as they be, to right these things,
but that the fiat hath gone forth that the Universe
should be bound in an unbroken chain of ill?

36. Seeds of decay in the underlying material of
everything—water, dust, bones, reek ! Again, marble
but nodules of earth, and gold and silver but dross,
garments merely hair-tufts; and purple only blood.
- And so with everything else. The soul too
another like thing and liable to change from this
to that.

37. Have done with this miserable way of life,
this grumbling, this apism! Why fret? What is
the novelty here ? What amazes thee? The Cause?
Look fairly at it. What then, the Material? Look
fairly at that. Apart from these two, there is nothing.
But in regard to the Gods also now even at the
eleventh hour show thyself more simple,! more
worthy.

Whether thy experience of these things lasts three
hundred years or three, it is all one.

38. If he did wrong, with him lies the evil. But
maybe he did no wrong.?

39. Either there is one intelligent source, from
which as in one body all after things proceed—and
 the part ought not to grumble at what is done in

the interests of the whole—or there are atoms, and

nothing but a medley and a dispersion.?.  Why then
be harassed? Say to thy ruling Reason: Thou art
dead! Thou art corrupt! Thou hast become a wild
. beast! Thou art a hypocrite! Thou art one of the

kerd ! Thou battenest with them !
40. Either the Gods have no power or they have

1 iv. 26. 2 vii. 29. v, 27; vi. 10; vii. 32; xii. d4.
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power. If they have no power, why pray to them!?
But if they have power, why not rather pray that
they should give thee freedom from fear of any of
these things and from lust for any of these things and
from grief at any of these things [rather] than that
they should grant this or refuse that. For obv10usly
if they can assist men at all, they can assist them in
this. But perhaps thou wilt say : The Gods have put
this in my power. Then is it not better to use what is
in thy power like a’free man than to concern thyself
with what is not in thy power like a slave and an
abject? And who told thee that the Gods do not
co-operate with us? even in the things that are in
our power? Begin at any rate with prayers for such
things and thou wilt see. One prays: How may I lie
wilk that woman!? Thou: How may I not lust to lie
with her ! Another: How may I be quit of that man !
Thou: How may I not wish to be quit of him!
Another: Homw may I not lose,my little child! Thou :
How may I not dread to lose lem.t In a word, give
thy prayers this turn, and see what comes of it.

41. Listen to Epicurus® where he says: In my
illness my talk was not of any bodily feelings, nor did I
chatter about such things to those who came to see me, but
I went on with my cardinal disquisitions on natural
philosophy, dwelling especially on this point, how the
mind, having perforce its share in such affections of
the ﬂeslz yel remains unperturbed, safeguarding its
own proper good. Nor did I—he goes on—let the
physicians ride the high horse as if they were doing
Bdverar. Gataker very aptly quotes Augustine, de Grat.
Christi i. 15: Cur petitur quod ad nostram pertinet potes-
tatem, st Deus non adjuvat voluntatem ?

3 Sen. Ep. 10 ad fin.; Shak. Lucr. 50.
4 Capit. xxi. §3. 5 See Diog. Laert. Epicur. §]0
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1 &pvaiondyy Gat.: ¢voordyy (natural philosopher) PA.

2 mpdooct PA. This verb has no subject and Wilam. and
Schenkl mark a lacuna before wpds udve : wpdooes Reiske.
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grand things, but my life went on well and happily.
Imitate him then in sickness, if thou arteick, and in
any other emergency; for it is a commonplace of
every sect not to renounce Philosophy whatever
difficulties we encounter, nor to consent to babble
as he does that is unenlightened in philosophy and
nature; . . . devote thyself to thy present work
alone and thy instrument for performing it.

42. When thou art offended by shamelessness in
any one, put this question at once to thyself: Can it
be that shameless men should not exist in the world? 1t
can not be. Then ask not for what can not be.!
For this man in question also is one of the shameless
ones that must needs exist in the world. Have the
same reflection ready for the rogue, the deceiver, or
any other wrongdoer whatever. For the remem-
brance that this class of men cannot but exist will
bring with it kindlier feelings towards individuals of
the class. Right useful too is it to bethink thee at
once of this: What virtue has Nature given man as
a foil o the mrong-doing in question? For as an
antidote against the unfeeling man she has given
gentleness,? and against another man some other
resource,

In any case it is in thy power to teach the man
that has gone astray the error of his ways. For
every one that doth amiss misses his true mark and
hath gone astray. But what harm hast thou suffered ?
Thou wilt-find that not one of the persons against
whom thou art exasperated has done anything
capable of making thy mind worse; but it is in

1v.17. ¢p. Dio71. 34, § 4. .
2 Epict. Man. 10; St. Paul, Tit. iii. 2: wpabrnTa mpds

wdvras.
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xaxov oov kal 70 BhaBepov évraitba macav Ty
vméoTacus Exet.

T( ai xaxov 1) Eévov yéyovev, €l 6 amaldevros
Ta Tod dmaidevTov mpdooer; Bpa, uy ceavrd
HAANoY éyxalely Opeilys, 8Tt ov mwpogedoknoas
TobToV ToTO duaptiicesBar. av yap xal adopuds
éx Tod Noyov elxes mpos 10 évluunbivac, 8e eikos
éoTe TovTOV TODTO dpaptiiocesfar, xal Guws
éminabiuevos Oavudles, e r'ma’.f)m/ce.

Md\ioTa 8¢, 8tav ds dmioTe 1 dyapioTe
péudy, eis ceavrov f”mo'rpe'?ou. _ mpodyhws yap
agov 1O dudpTnua, elte mepl TOoD TotaUTNY did-
Oeowv Exovros émioTevaas, 6T Ty wioTw PuhdEer,
elre Ty xdpw Sidovs wy KataknkTikds ESwkas,
undé dote éf adriis Tis ofls mpdfews efvs
ame\ndévar mdvra TV Kapmov.

Ti qyap mhéov Qéheis eb movioas dvfpomov;
odk apkel TodTo, 8T KaTa ¢vow THY oYy T
émpafas, aA\a TovTov meabov {ntels; s el o
opbaruos apotByv amnpter, 8t BAémer, B ol
wédes, 81¢ Badilovew. domep yap Tadra wpods
T68€¢ e yéyovev, dmep kaTa T dlav xaTackevny
évepyodvra dméyet TO 8oy, oUTws Kal o Avlpw-
05 €VEPYETIKOS TEPUK®S, OTETAY TL EDEPYETLROV T)
AAAws €ls T péoa cuvepynTikdv mpdfy, wemoinke,
wpos & kateskedacTar, kal Eyet 70 éavtod.

1 Lit. there, i.e. in thy mind.

2 ¢p. the striking parallel in Dio 71. 24, § 2, 7d unpdtv
maTdy év &vlpdmois elvas : 1bid. 71. 26, § 2, wloTw xarardaarr:
maTdy Siayevéobar, where Marcus is speaking to his soldiers
on the revolt of Cassius; and 27, § 1, where, writing to the
Senate, he calls Cassius axdpioros. I cannot help thinking
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thy mind? that the evil for thee and the harmful
have their whole existence.

Where is the harm or the strangeness in the boor
acting—like a boor? See whether thou art not
thyself the more to blame in not expecting that he
would act thus wrongly. For thy reason too could
have given thee means for concluding that this would
most likely be the case. Nevertheless all this is
forgotten, and thou art surprised at his. wrongdoing.

But above all, when thou findest fault with a
man for faithlessness and ingratitude,? turn thy
thoughts to thyself. For evidently the fault is thine
own, whether thou hadst faith that a man with such
a character would keep faith with thee, or if in
bestowing a kindness thou didst not bestow it
absolutely and as from the very doing of it having
at once received the full complete fruit.

For when thou hast done a kindness, what more
wouldst thou have ? Is not this enough that thou
hast done something in accordance with thy nature ?
Seekest thou a recompense for it? As though the
eye should claim a guerdon for seeing, or the feet
for walking! For just as these latter were made for
their special work, and by carrying this out according
to their individual constitution they come fully into
their own, so also man, formed as ‘he is by nature
for benefiting others, when he has acted as bene-
factor or as co-factor in any other way for the general
weal, has done what he was constituted for, and has
what is his.4 :
that this section of the Thoughts was written at the time of
the rebellion in 175, and that Marcus is here taking himself
to task. 3 v, 6; vii. 73.

4iv. 49; xi. 1. cp. St. Matt. vi. 2. Marcus was noted for
ebepyrala, Dio 71. 34, §3; C.1.Gr. 2495, 4697°.
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a'. "Egy moré dpa, & Yoy, ayadi kal amAG
kal pia xal yuuvi, pavepwréepa Tob wepikelpévov
oot ocopatos; yevay woré dpa Tis PIANTIKTS KAl
oteprTikiys Siabéoews; E&ap moreé dpa wAjpys
xal avevdens xai ovdév émimofodoa o0vd¢ éme-
Ovpodoa ovdevos obTe éuriyov olTe dyrvyou
‘mpos NBovéy dmolaioes; ovde péuot:, LR 'rr}
paxpoTepov dmolaioers; 0bd¢ Tomov 7 x@pas 7
aépov elraipias ovd¢ avlpemwv edapposTias;
a\\a dprkeobijon TH mapovey katasTdoer xal
nobioy Tols mwapodol maot, kali cvumeigels ae-
avti, 6Ti wdvta, <d>1! coi wdpeaTi, Tapa TOV
Oedv mdpeoTt kal mdvra oot €d Exer xal €U
o o /- k) ~ \ o / ’
éet, 8oa Pilov avTols kal doa péihovsr dwaew
émi cwtnpia Tod Te\eiov Cdov, Tod dyabod kai
Sikaiov xal xalob kal yevydvros wdvra Kal
ouvéyovTos Kai mepiéyovros xai mepihapSdvov-
Tos Sialviueva eis yévesw éTépwv opoiwv; Eay
moté dpa TotavTy, ola Oeols e xal avlpwmors
oiTw cuumoliTevedbar, ws wire péudesbai Te
abrols pijTe kataywodokeslar Om adTdV;

1 <&> Lemercier and Schenkl : wapd 7év 0¢@v xdpeart xal
transposed by Schenkl from hefore «al ed. &t P.
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1. WiLt thou then, O my Soul, ever at last be
good and simple and single and naked, shewing
thyself more visible than the body that overlies
thee? Wilt thou ever taste the sweets of a loving
and a tender heart? Ever be full-filled and self-
sufficing, longing for nothing, lusting after nothing
animate or inanimate, for the enjoyment of pleasures
—not time wherein the longer to enjoy them, nor
place or country or congenial climes or men nearer
to thy liking—but contented with thy present state !
and delighted with thy present everything, convine-
ing thyself withal that all that is present for thee
is present from the Gods,? and that everything is
and shall be well with thee that is pleasing to them
and that they shall hereafter grant for the con-
servation of that Perfect Being ? that is good and
just and beautiful, the Begetter and Upholder of
all things, that embraces and gathers them in, when
they are dissolved, to generate therefrom other like |
things?¢ Wilt thou ever at last fit thyself so to be a
fellow-citizen with the Gods and with men as never
to find fault with them or incur their condemnation ?

lix. 6. 2 iii. 11, § 3.

3 i.e. Zeus = the Universe = the First Cause = Nature.

4 vii. 23. 6
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2. Observe what thy nature asks of thee, as one
controlled by Nature alone, then do this and with a
good grace, if thy nature as a living creature is not
to be made worse thereby. Next must thou observe
what thy nature as a living creature asks of thee.
And this must thou wholly accept, if thy nature as a
rational living creature be not made worse thereby.
Now the rational is indisputably also the civic.
Comply with these rules then and be not needlessly
busy about anything.

3. All that befalls either so befalls as thou art
fitted by nature to bear it or as thou art not fitted.!
If.the former, take it not amiss, but bear it as thou
art fitted to do. If the latter, take not that amiss
either, for when it has destroyed thee, it will itself
perish. Howbeit be assured that thou art fitted by
nature to bear everything which it rests with thine
own opinion about it to render bearable and tolerable,
according as thou thinkest it thy interest or thy duty
to do so.

4. If a man makes a slip, enlighten him with
loving-kindness, and shew him wherein he hath
seen amiss.? Failing that, blame thyself or not even
thyself.

5." Whatever befalls thee was set in train for thee
from everlasting, and the interplication of causes was
from eternity weaving into one fabric thy existence
and the coincidence of this event.?

6. Whether there be atoms or a Nature, let it be
postulated first, that I am a part of the whole Uni-
verse controlled by Nature; secondly, that I stand
in some intimate connexion with other kindred parts.

1 viii. 46. 2 viii. 59; xi. 9, 13, 18, § 9.
8 ii. 113 iv. 26.
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o,u.ofyew) pépn. TOUTWY yap ,u.epun,uevoc, ka6t peév
pépos‘ el,,u,l., ovdevi 8u0'apeo'rn0'w T&V éx TOD oMu
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-rovyau-nov mra{‘w. TovTwy 8¢ olTw mepaivo-
pévov avafym) Tov Bwu evpoew, s v mu moiT-
ov Biov evpouv émworjoeas 1rpowv-roe Sua
'rrpafewv 'rots‘ 'rro7u.'razq AvaiTeAdy kal, o')rep av
7) woMs amovéuy, TodTo aa’vra{op.euov.

L" Tozs‘ ,u,épetn 'rou 8\ov, doa Pioer repzexe-
TaL Umo Tob KGO pov, avarym; ¢o€eLpea0ar )\.e'yea'ew
8¢ TobTo a’m.ca.v’rucws‘ Tod aM\,otovaﬂal.- el. S¢
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1 vi. 54; x. 33, § 4.
2 ix. 22,
3 These words can also be translated : parts of herself that
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For bearing this in mind, as I am a part, 1 shall not
be displeased with anything allotted me from the
Whole. For what is advantageous to the whole can
in no wise be injurious to the part.! For the Whole
contains nothing that is not advantageous to itself;
and all natures have this in common, but the Uni-
versal Nature is endowed with the additional attrib-
ute of never being forced by any external cause to
engender anything hurtful to itself.

As long then as I remember that I am a part of
such a whole, I shall be well pleased with all that
happens ; and in so far as I am in intimate connexion
with the parts that are akin to myself, I shall be
guilty of no unsocial act, but I shall devote my atten-
tion rather to the parts that are akin to myself,? and
direct every impulse of mine to the common interest
and withhold it from the reverse of this. That
being done, life must needs flow smoothly, as thou
mayst see the life flow smoothly of a citizen who
goes steadily on in a course of action beneficial to
his fellow-citizens and cheerfully accepts whatever is

assigned him by the State.

7. The parts of the Whole—all that Nature has
comprised in the Universe—must inevitably perish,
taking “perish” to mean “be changed.” But if
this process is by nature for them both evil and in-
evitable, the Whole could never do its work satisfact-
orily, its parts ever going as they do from change
to change and being constituted to perish in diverse
ways. Did Nature herself set her hand to bringing
evil upon parts of herself and rendering them not only
liable to fall into evil but of necessity fallen into it,?

were both liable to fall into such evil and by necessity fell into
doing evil,
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1 mpoowAéxer has no subject: oé 7 Fournier: ob Alav
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! vii. 32.

2 jv. 4. Lit. the pneumatic or breath element. See Index iii.

3 jii. 3. Justin, Apol. i. 20 ; ii. 7, contrasts the Christian
theory of the destruction of the world by fire with the Stoic.

4 wpogxAéker has no subject. éxeivy must be taken
separately from 7¢ iblws woi§ and refer to ToiTo d ¥AaBev.
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or was she not aware that such was the case?
Both alternatives are incredible.

But supposing that we even put Nature as an
agent out of the question and explain that these
things are “naturally” so, even then it would be
absurd to assert that the parts of the whole are
naturally subject to change, and at the same time to
be astonished at a thing or take it amiss as though
it befell contrary to nature, and that though things
dissolve into the very constituents out of which they
are composed. For either there is a scattering of
the elements?! out of which I have been built up,
or a transmutation of the solid into the earthy and
of the spiritual 2 into the aerial ; so that these too
are taken back into the Reason of the Universe,
whether cycle by cycle it be consumed with fire 3
or renew itself by everlasting permutations.

Aye and so then do not be under the impression
that the solid and the spiritual date from the moment
of birth. For it was but yesterday or the day before
that all this took in itsincrement from the food eaten
and the air breathed. It is then this, that it took in,
which changes, not the product of thy mother’s womb.
But granted that thou art ever so closely bound up ¢
with that by thy individuality, this, I take it, has no
bearing upon the present argument.

8. Assuming for thyself the appellations, a good
man,® a modest man,$ a truthteller,” wise of heart,

5 See on x. 16.

8 Capitolinus and Ammianus call Marcus verecundus.

7 Only two kings have had the honourable cognomen of
Truthteller, Marcus and Alfred the Great. The former was
given Verissimus as a pet name by Hadrian when a child,
and the town of Tyras in Scythia stamped it on its coins and
Justin and Syncellus use it to designate Marcus.
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1 <el> Schenkl.
2 kwhoes Schenkl : kwfoews A : xlvnow P.
3 1 have written €b for & PA.

! For Marcus’ views on suicide see iii. 1; v. 29; viii. 47
ad fin. ; ix. 2; x. 22, 32. He permits it when external condi-
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sympathetic of heart, great of heart, take heed thou
be not new-named. And if thou shouldst forfeit
these titles, e’en make haste to get back to them.
And bear in mind that wise of heart was meant to
signify for thee a discerning consideration of every
object and a thoroughness of thought; sympathetic
of heart, a willing acceptance of all that the Uni-
versal Nature allots thee ; great of heart an uplifting
of our mental part above the motions smooth or
rough of the flesh, above the love of empty fame,
the fear of death, and all other like things. Only
keep thyself entitled to these appellations, not
itching to receive them from others, and thou wilt
be a new man and enter on a new life. For to be
still such as thou hast been till now, and to submit
to the rendings and defilements of such a life, is
worthy of a man that shews beyond measure a dull
senselessness and a clinging to life, and is on a level
with the wild-beast fighters that are half-devoured
in the arena, who, though a mass of wounds and
gore, beg to be kept till the next day, only to be
thrown again, torn as they are, to the same teeth
and talons.

Take ship then on these few attributes, and if
thou canst abide therein, so abide as one who has
migrated to some Isles of the Blest. But if thou
feelest thyself adrift, and canst not win thy way,
betake thyself with a good heart to some nook
where thou shalt prevail, or even depart altogether
from life,! not in wrath but in simplicity, inde-
pendence, and modesty, having at least done this

tions render the life of virtue impossible, or when a man finds
in himself a failure to live the true life (¢p. St. Augustine’s
““ Let me die lest I die”).
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Te)»ewﬂat xal a,u.a -ro 0ewpm'ucov évepryeiafac,
xai 10 éx Ti)s mepl éxdoTwy émiaTiuns adbades
gdleabas Mvﬂavou, oyl xpu1r76,u,evou.

Ho're yap avr)»o'nrroe avrohava'el.s‘, -n'o're 8¢
aey.vo'm'roc, 'n-o-re Be Tis eqb éxdaTov fyuwpwewe,
Ti Te éotl lca-r ovmau, xai Tiva xwpau &xet év ¢
lcoa,u.qo, xal evrl woaoy 'n'egbv/cev v¢w-raa€al., xai
éx 'rwaw aguykékpitas, Kai 'ncn Svarar ¥ vrapxew,
kal Tives OSvvavrar adto Sidovar Te «kal
a¢atpew0al.

Jo CAp axw,ov pviay anacrau ,u,efya Ppovei,
dA\\os O¢ Mfyb&ou, aM\.os‘ 8¢ ¥ v'n'oxv) adpdny, d\hos
86 a’vl‘b‘m, aM\oe 8¢ dpkTovs, dA\os SappdTas.
odrou yap o Aporai, éav Td Soypata éferalns;

1 &pvoioroyitws Gat. (cp. ix. 41).
2 xpakricdv (what is practicable) Cor.

1 ¢p. Diog. Laert. Plato, 42; Ignat. Eph. §§1, 10; Justin,_
Apol. i. 21 ; Diogn. Ep. § 10; Julian, Conviv. 427. 21, puts
similar words in the mouth of Marcus.
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one thing well in life, that thou hast quitted it thus.
Howbeit, to keep these attributes in mind it will
assist thee greatly if thou bear the Gods in mind,
and that it is not flattery they crave but for all
rational things to be conformed to their likeness,!
and that man should do a man’s work, as the fig tree
does the work of a fig-tree, the dog of a dog, and
the bee of a bee.

9. Stage-apery, warfare, cowardice, torpor, serv-
ility—these will day by day obliterate all those
holy principles of thine which, as a student ot
Nature,? thou dost conceive and accept. But thou
must regard and do everything in such a way that
at one and the same time the present task may be
carried through, and full play given to the faculty
of pure thought, and that the self-confidence en-
gendered by a knowledge of each individual thing
be kept intact, unobtruded yet unconcealed.

When wilt thou find thy delight in simplicity ?
When in dignity?  When in the knowledge of each
separate thing, what it is in its essence, what place
it fills in the Universe, how long it is formed by
Nature to subsist, what are its component parts, to
whom' it can pertain, and who can bestow and take
it away ?

10. A spider prides itself on capturing a fly ; one
man on catching a hare, another on netting a sprat,
another on taking wild boars, another bears, another
Sarmatians.? Are not these brigands, if thou test
their principles ?

2 &pvaioroyiTws, would mean without due study of Nature.

3 See Domaszewski, Marcus-Saiile Plates, 62. 102, for
Marcus ¢‘taking Sarmatians”; and cp. the story of Alexander
and the Scythian, Quintus Curtius vii. 8.
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avbpsmoy Serjoer, avijxey o)\.ov eav-rov 8ucaw-
crvm; ,u,eu els Ta v¢ éavTod evepfyov/.aeva, év 8¢
'row a)\?\,ote a'v,uBawova':, T 'rwv okwv 4>va'et.
T 8 epel, TIS 7) vwo)\,n\]re'rat mepl adrod # wpafet
kat av‘rov, o0d els vovv Bdr\eTar Svo 'rov'rots'
ap/covp.evos‘ el  adros BL/caco'lrpa'yel, 'ro viv
7rpaa'a'o,u,evov xal Prel T0 viv dmoveuduevoy
éavrd aaxo)»mq 8¢ ‘n'aaae xal o*rrov&zs‘ adijxe,
Kal ov8€v aA\o BovheTat, ) 1 evletav ‘n'epawew Sa
Tob vopov lca.l eveeuw repabvov'rl, §'n'ea'0al. T Ge(p

8. Tis vwovome xpem, mapoy o'/co'n-ew, 7L
8¢t mpaxOivar; rxdv p,ev a'vvopae, ev,u,equ
a,u,ev'aa"rpevrfi TadTy Xopeiv: edv 8¢ un ovvopds,
éméyew /cal o'v,uBovhots' TolS apta"rote xpnoﬂar
eav)ge e-repa Tiva wpoc Tadra dvriBaivy, rpocewu
xaTd Tas mapovoas agoppas Aehoyiouévers
éxopevoy 70D ¢awo,u,évov 8ucawv. a.pl.a"rov yap
raTaTvyyYdvew ToUToV, émel Tot 7} ve ameTTRas
amo TovTov éoTiv.?

2xokawu Te Kkal dua evmmrrov éorar /cac
¢at8pov dpa kal ouveaTNKOs 0 TY Aoye KaTa
mav émouevos.

vy. Hwbdvecbar éavrod ebfvs €f Umvov

) - “Mi7e Siotoer ooi, éav Ywo dANo
Yiwdpevoy 9T Seoto , v

1 ¢ Jackson: el A : Sivatompayetv . . . ¢urelv P.
2 {orw PA : ¥orat Men.
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11. Make thy own a scientific system of enquiry
into the mutual change of all things, and pay diligent
heed to this branch of study and exercise thyself in
it. For nothing is so conducive to greatness of mind.
Let a man do this and he divests himself of his
body and, realizing that he must almost at once
relinquish all these things and depart from among
men, he gives himself up wholly to just dealing in
all his actions, and to the Universal Nature in all
that befalls him. What others may say or think
about him or do against him he does not even let
enter his mind, being well satisfied with these two
things—justice in all present acts and contentment
with his present lot.! And he gives up all engrossing
cares and ambitions, and has no other wish than to
achieve the straight course through the Law and, by
achieving it, to be a follower of God. .

12. What need of surmise when it lies with
thee to decide what should be done, and if thou
canst see thy course, to take it with a good grace
and not turn aside; but if thou canst not see it, to
hold back and take counsel of the best counsellors ;
and if any other obstacles arise therein, to go
forward as thy present means shall allow with
careful deliberation holding to what is clearly
just? For to succeed in this is the best thing of
all, since in fact to fail in this would be the only
failure.

Leisurely without being lethargic and cheerful as
well as composed shall he be who follows Reason in
everything.

13. Ask thyself as soon as thou art roused from
sleep: Will it make any difference to me if another does

1 jx. 6 ete.
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/7 l \ 8/ ~ ¥ . » >
Yémrar! Ta Sikata xal xalds éxovra;” ov
Swlfo'et. ;ui'n éwt?\é)\.na'at, 67t oDToL oi év Tols
'n-epl, a)\)\.wv émraivors ral 1]ro'yote ¢pva.-r'ro,uevm,
TotobToL pév émrl Tiis x)\wns‘ €lotl, TotobTor Oé émi
Tiis Tpamwélns, ola 8¢ morotow, ola 8¢ pedyovary,

\ ’ \ Vé \
ola &é Suoxovcnv, ola Se r\émTovowy, ola &é
apvra{ova'w, o Yepai lcal, 'rroo-w AANG TO Tip®-
-ra'rqo éauTdY peper, @ 'ywe'rat, dtav 06’7\.’)) <TI5>,
wioTis, aldws, a)\.nﬁem, vopos, afyaeos‘ Bal.pwv,

&. Th mwdvra 88ovey kal damorapBavoion

, « 7 $ v ) @ AN

YoeL o 'rre'rra:,Sevpevos- Kai aLSn,uwv Aéyerr “ Aos
0 Oénets, amorafBe b Oéners.” Néyer 8¢ TodTo 0¥
xatabpacuvipevos, A& melflapydy povov xai
eDvodv avTyh.

. ’O)uf'yov éotl TO UmoleLmwouevoy -roi'rro.
Gigov s év dper. obdév vap diacpéper, éxel )
®de, édv IS mw-raxov ds év woNeL TO Koo pE.
ibérwaav, i w'-ropnaa'rma'cw ol auﬂpanrot a.vﬁpmvrov
axnfwov rara qbva'w tovra. e my Pépovay,
amokTewdTwo Ay, xpew"rov 'ydp 1) oUTw {nv.

is’.  Mniél Srws mepl Tod, olov Tiva elvac 'rov
ayafov dvdpa <Bei>, dialéyeaba, aMa elvac
TotoDTOV.

. Tobd SMov aldvos, kai ThHs 8\ns odaotias
aquvex®s pavracia,’ kal 871 mdvra Td kaTd pépos

1 yéynra: Lofft ; but cp. viii. 56 for meaning.

2 §) <u®> odrw (fjv would seem to make better sense.

3 ¢avracia <¥Tw> Reiske.

1 vii. 3; ix. 41.

2 jii. 4 ad fin. ; vi. 59 ; vii. 62; viii. 52, 53 ; ix. 34.

3 vii, 17. 4 cp. Job i. 21.

5 x. 23. This striking phrase seems from a comparison of

§ 23 to mean : Count your life here in the city and Court, or,
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what is just and right? It will make none. Hast
thou forgotten that those who play the wanton! in
iheir praise and blame of others, are such as they
are? in their beds, at their board ; and what are the
things that they do, the things that they avoid or
pursue, and how they pilfer and plunder, not with
hands and feet but with the most precious part of
them, whereby a man calls into being at will faith,
modesty, truth, law, and a good ¢ genius’ ?3

14. Says the well-schooled and humble heart to
Nature that gives and takes back all we have; Give
what thou will, take back what thou milt* But he
says it without any bravado of fortitude, in simple
obedience and good will to her.

I5. Thou has but a short time left to live. Live
as on a mountain%; for whether it be here or there,
matters not provided that, wherever a man live, he
live as a citizen of the World-City.® Let men look
upon thee, cite thee, as a man in very deed that
lives according to Nature. If they cannot bear
with thee, let them slay thee. For it were better
so than to live their life.

16. Put an end once for all to this discussion of
what a good man should be, and be one.”

17. Continually picture to thyself Time as a whole,
and Substance as a whole, and every individual

maybe, camp, as no whit worse than life in the free and
health-giving air of a mountain-top with all its serenity and
leisure for study and contemplation. It rests with you to
make your ‘“little plot within you” what you please. But,
taken alone, ‘“Live as on a mountain” might mean ¢‘Live in
the open light of day under the eyes of God and men in a
purer atmosphere above the pettinesses of the world.”

%iv. 3, §2.

7 Dio (71. 34, § 5) says of Marcus &s &An8as ayadds avhp H».
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@5  pév 'rrpbs‘ obaiay lce'yxpap.is', as 8¢ mpos
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kal é€ ¥ bmrepoxils émimhi)TToVTES. 7rpo oM'yov Sé
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TotoUToLs écovTat.

K. Zvpdéper éxdare, b ¢éper éxdoTe 9
T@Y SAwv Pvois kal ToTe ouupéper, dre éxeivn
Péper.

xa'. Epa ;Lév duBpov vaia: epa 3¢ o a'ey.vos'
ai@r}p' épg o /coo',uos‘ 1rom¢raz, o av ,ue)\.)w;
ryweaeat. héfyw odv ¢ Ko up, o'n “ool o'vvspw.
wite & olrw Kkdreivo Méyetar, 8T ““ Puhel ToDTO
yivealar” ;

«B. "Hroi évraifa Cijs rxal 0y elbikas, 4
éw Umdyérs kal ToiTo ffekes, 9 amobvijoxers
kal ameleirovpynoas: mapd -0¢ TadTa ovSév.
ovrody evBipe.

xy. ’Evapyés éote del 7o, 81 T TorodTo
éxetvot? o aypés éoTi: kal wds wdvra éoTi TavTd
év0dde Tois év dxpe TH bpet, 1) émi Tod alyialod,

1 &vdpovoluevor can hardly be right, but &vépoyuredpuevo:
which at once occurs to one is soon seen to be out of
keeping with the other words in the passage: &Bpuvduevos
Reiske.

2 ¢xeivos Reiske : TovTo éxeivo Cor.: radrd éxelvy Richards.
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thing, in respect of substance, as but a fig-seed and,
in respect to time, as but a twist of the drill.

18. Regarding attentively every existing thing
reflect that it is already disintegrating and changing,
and as it were in a state of decomposition and
dispersion, or that everything is by nature made but
to die.

19. What are they like when eating, sleeping,
coupling, evacuating, and the rest! What again when
lording it over others, when puffed up with pride,
when filled with resentment or rebuking others from
a loftier plane! Yet but a moment ago they were
lackeying how many and for what ends, and anon
will be at their old trade.!

20. What the Universal Nature brings to every
thing is for the benefit of that thing, and for its
benefit then when she brings it.2

21. The earth is in love with showers and the majestic sky
ts in love.® And the Universe is in love with making
whatever has to be. To the Universe I say: Together
with thee I will be in love. Is it not a way we have
of speaking, to say, This or that loves to be so?

22. Either thy life is here and thou art inured to
it; or thou goest elsewhere and this with thine own
will ; or thou diest and hast served out thy service.
There is no other alternative. Take heart then.

23. Never lose sight of the fact that a man’s
¢ freehold ’ ¢ is such as I told thee, and how all the
conditions are the same here as on the top of a

1 Or, taking Gataker’s emendation (éwofoss), in what plight
will they be! 2 iv. 23.

3 Eur. Frag. 890. After seuvds Eur. has odpavds wanpod-
uevos “OuBpov weoety eis yaiav ’A¢ppoditns Tmwo. cp. Aesch.
Dﬁ:n. Fgagé :1, imitated by Shelley in his Love’s Philosophy.

v.3,§4
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9 8mov Gélers. av-rucpvs‘ fyap evpnaels Ta TOD
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os éaTi vopos véuwy, doa éxdoTe émiBdAler. o
dpa ?0/30!5[1&1’09 9 Avmoduevos %) Odpyilouevos
Spa,-tre'rm.

x;-. E'nep,ua el,s' wiTpay agels aﬂexwpna'e
/au Novmrov anq aitia ﬂapa)»aﬁova'a ep'yafe'mc
xal amwoTe\et B pe¢'oc, 3 otov olov mwaiw 'rpo¢m/
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ma aMz,Bovo'a awﬁna'w xal op;.mv lca,l T0 GAov
bonw fca:, pw,m;v xal a)\)&a dca xal ola ToLel.
tadTa oty [Ta] év ToavTy éykalirer ywiueva

! kal, perhaps xéxer : BddAAwr Cor.: BBdM\swA BdArew P :
B)\n)dmafa Stich.: BAfxuara A. ob Nauck : § PA.

1 jv. 3 ad init. ; x. 15.

2 Theaet. 174 D : *Aypoiov Kal éwaldevrov dwd hoxolas obdiy
ﬁ-r-rov T@V vopéwy TdV TolobTOVY dvayxaiov yevéaar anxdy év Bper
7 Teixos weptBeBAnuévor. It is not easy to see the applica-
tion of the words here. Marcus seems to mean that the king
in the midst of his royal city is no better off, ipso facto, than
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mountain ! or on the sea-shore or wherever thou
pleasest. Quite apposite shalt thou find to be the
words of Plato?: Compassed about (by the city wall
as) by a sheep-fold on the mountain, and milking
flocks.

24. What is my ruling Reason and what am I
making of it now? To what use do I now put it?
Is it devoid of intelligence? Is it divorced and
severed from neighbourliness? Does it so coalesce
and blend with the flesh as to be swayed by it?

25. He that flies from his master is a runaway.
But the Law is our master,® and he that transgresses
the Law is a runaway. Now he also, that is moved
by grief or wrath or fear, is fain that something
should not have happened or be happening or happen
in the future of what has been ordained by that
which controls the whole Universe, that is by the
Law laying down all that falls to a man’s lot. He
then is a runaway who is moved by fear, gtief, or
wrath.

26. A man passes seed into a womb and goes his
way, and anon another cause takes it in hand and
works upon it and perfects a babe—what a con-
summation from what a beginning!* Again he’
passes food down the throat, and anon another cause
taking up the work creates sensation and impulse
-and in fine, life and strength and other things how
many and how mysterious! Muse then on these

the shepherd in his mountain fold. It is the little ‘“ plot
within him,” his ruling Reason that makes the difference.
The use of é Ype:r twice in this section appears to have a
reference to its use in § 15. 3 ii. 16 ad fin.

4 cp. the remarkable parallel in Justin, Apol. i. 19.

5 There is no subject expressed. It is possible to take the
child as the subject.
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1 vii. 49. 2 viii. 25, 31. :

3 cp. Sen. Ep. 107 : ducunt volentem fata nolentem trahunt ;
de Vit. Beat. 15; Cleanthes, Hymn to Zeus: &s &joual '
&orvos: Hv 8¢ uh 0éAw kards yevduevos, ovdev frTov Eopa.

4 vii. 26; xi. 18, § 4.

5 Marcus had a horror of avarice; cp. Vule. Gallic. Vit.
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things that are done in such secrecy, and detect the
efficient force, just as we detect the descensive and
the ascensive none the less clearly that it is not with
our eyes. :

27. Bear in mind continually how all such things
as now exist existed also before our day! and, be
assured, will exist after us. Set before thine eyes
whole dramas and their settings, one like another,
all that thine own experience has shewn thee or thou
hast learned from past history, for instance the entire
court of Hadrianus,? the entire court of Antoninus,
the entire court of Philip, of Alexander, of Croesus.
For all those scenes were such as we see now, only
the performers being different.

28. Picture to thyself every one that is grieved at
any occurrence whatever or dissatisfied, as being like
the pig which struggles and screams when sacrificed;
like it too him who, alone upon his bed, bewails in
silence the fetters of our fate; and that to the
rational creature alone has it been granted to submit ;
willingly to what happens, mere submission being
imperative on all.3 ’

29. In every act of thine pause at each step and
ask thyself: Is death to be dreaded for the loss of this 2

30. Does another’s wrong-doing shock thee?
Turn incontinently to thyself and bethink thee what
analogous wrong-doing there is of thine own,* such
as deeming money to be a good® or pleasure® or a
little. cheap fame7” and the like. For by marking
Avid. Cass. viil. 5 : in imperatore avaritiam acerbissimum esse
malum. Yet he was accused of it and repudiated the charge
(Capit. xxix. 5); and he is also exculpated by Dio (71. 32,
§ 3), and in the Oxyrr. Papyri (i. p. 62) we find an Egyptian

official expressly calling him &pirdpyvpos.
$ See on v. 5. 7 See on iv. 19,
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! Leopold transposed Zeviipov (see i. 14) and Eevoparra.

2 b (1L A) odv P : & rlvi PA: &vrelvy Cor. (cp. ix. 28).

1 vii. 63.
2 Xenophon and Crito are well known. Severus was prob-
ably the father of Marcus’ son-in-law (i. 14). Euphrates
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this thou wilt quickly forget thy wrath, with this

reflection too to aid thee, that a man is under

constraint!; for what should he do? Or, if thou art
.able, remove the constraint.

31. Let a glance at Satyron call up the image of
Socraticus or Eutyches or Hymen, and a glance at
Euphrates the image of Eutychion or Silvanus, and a
glance at Alciphron Tropaeophorus, and at Severus
Xenophon or Crito.2 Let a glance at thyself bring to
mind one of the Caesars, and so by analogy in every
case. Then let the thought strike thee: Where are
they now? Nowhere,3 or none can say where. For
thus shalt thou habitually look upon human things
as mere smoke ¢ and as naught; and more than ever
so, if thou bethink thee that what has once
changed will exist no more throughout eternity.
Why strive then and strain3? Why not be content
to pass this thy short span of life in becoming
fashion ?

What material, what a field for thy work dost
thou forgo! For what are all these things but objects
for the exercise of a reason that hath surveyed with
accuracy and due inquiry into its nature the whole
sphere of life? Continue then until thou hast
assimilated these truths also to thyself, as the vigorous
digestion assimilates every food, or the blazing fire
converts into warmth and radiance whatever is cast
into it.

32. Give no one the right to say of thee with
truth that thou art not a sincere, that thou art not a
was the philosopher friend of Pliny and Hadrian. Nothing
certain is known of the others. 3 vii. 58.

4 xii. 33 and verses at end of ms. A. See Introd. p. 1.

5 The ms. reading what then (or, thow then) in what? is
unintelligible. S iv. 1.
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(0] -n~p6-repov 7rava-1; oTévwv, 7rpw 7) TobTO wdbys,
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goL TO émrl 1'179 v'n'oBaM\op,émc xai v7ro7rl,7r1-ovo~q¢
ii\ns mouely Ta olxela TH TOD avopanrov xa'ra.o-lcevn
avro)\aua'w yap Ot vvroka,uﬂavew wav, & e.fea"n
xatd Ty diav Plow évepyelv. wavrayod Sé
&eare. .

T pev ovu xv)u.v8pgo o mavrayod didoTas
¢epeo'0aa 'n]v {8tav rcwna'w ou8é TP vSan ovd¢
1rvpl, ovd¢ Tols ak)unc, oaa Vo Ppioews 1) 1 Yuxis
a\oryov SioikelTar  Ta 'yap SLeLpfyov'ra xai ewa"ra-
peva ToANd. vovs 8¢ xal Adyos Sid mavros Tob
avrumimTovTos olUTws wopevecfar Slvatar, s
mé vke xai os  Oéer. 'ralf-r'qv T ﬁaa“m’wﬂv
mpo o,u.pa'rwv n@e/bevos', xa0 nv evex@na'e'rac 0
Xo'yoq Sia wdvrov, o5 mip a.vw, @s Mifos kdTw, ®s
kUMvdpos KaTa mwpavois, unxére pndeév- émelriTer
'n‘t yap Novmra e’fy/cé,up,a-ra, fTor_Tob swpaTikod
ea'-n o vekpod 7 xwpls vvro?\m[rewe xal i
adTod Tod Aoyov évdogews ov 0pavet 00d¢ mouel

1 viii. 32.
2v.29; x.8,§2
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good man, but let anyone that shall form any such an
idea of thee be as one that maketh a lie. All this
rests with thee. For who is there to hinder thee
from being good and sincere!? Resolve then to
live no longer if thou be not such.2 For neither
doth Reason in that case insist that thou shouldest.

33. Taking our ‘material’ into account, what can
be said or done in the soundest way ? Be it what it
_may, it rests with thee to do or say it. And let
us have no pretence that thou art being hindered.

Never shalt thou cease murmuring until it be so
with thee that the utilizing, in a manner consistent
with the constitution of man, of the material pre-
sented to thee and cast in thy way shall be to thee
what indulgence is to the sensual. For everything
must be accounted enjoyment that it is in a man’s
power to put into practice in accordance with his
own nature; and it is everywhere in his power.

A cylinder we know has no power given it of
individual motion everywhere, nor has fire or water
or any other thing controlled by Nature or by
an irrational soul. For the interposing and impeding
obstacles are many. But Intelligence and Reason
make their way through every impediment just as
their nature or their will prompts them. Setting
before thine eyes this ease wherewith the Reason
can force its way through every obstacle, as fire
upwards, as a stone downwards, as a cylinder down a
slope,? look for nothing beyond. For other hindrances
either concern that veritable corpse, the body,* or,
apart from imagination and the surrender of Reason
herself, cannot crush us or work any harm at all.®

3 Aul Gell. vi. 2, § 11 (from Chrysippus).
4 v, 41, 5iv. 7.
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Pnuodvra 1) ék TdY évavtivv kaTapdueva 1§ fovyi
Yréyovra ral xhevafovta: puArdpia 8¢ opolws kai
Ta Swadefdpeva THv UVoTepopnuiav. wdvra ydp
-

Tavra “&apos émuyiyverar dpy”

elta dvepos xataféBrnrev: émeald TNy Erepa
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wTaocw 4A\d oV Tdvta, @5 alovia éadueva,

1 vii. 58. 2 x. 6. 3 Hom, 1. vi. 147.
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Else indeed would their victim at once become
bad.

In fact in the case of all other organisms, if any
evil happen to any of them, the victim itself becomes
the worse for it. But a man so circumstanced
becomes, if I may so say, better and more praise-
worthy by putting such contingencies to a right use.l
In fine, remember that nothing that harms not the
city can harm him whom Nature has made a citizen?;
nor yet does that harm a city which harms not law.
But not one of the so-called mischances harms law.
What does not harm law, then, does no harm to
citizen or city.

34. Even an obvious and quite brief aphorism can
serve to warn him that is bitten with the true
doctrines against giving way to grief and fear ; as for
instance,

Suck are the races of men as the leaves that the wind
scatlers earthwards.3

And thy children too are little leaves. Leaves also
they who make an outery as if they ought to be
listened to, and scatter their praises or, contrariwise,
their curses, or blame and scoff in secret. Leaves
too they that are to hand down our after-fame.
For all these things

Burgeon again with the season of spring* ;

anon the wind hath cast them down,® and the
forest puts forth others in their stead. Trans-
itoriness is the common lot of all things, yet there is
none of these that thou huntest not after or shunnest,

4 Ibid. 5 ¢p. Psalm 103. 16,
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Xoyté’opsvoc‘ éx 'rotou'rou ,Bwu am'ep ouat, ev >
alTol ol kowwvoal, vmép wv 'ra'roa'a.v-ra Nyovicduny,
noEdpny, e¢pou-rwa, au-rm éneivor eeeXova'c pe
Umdyew dAAY Tevd TuxOV éKk TOUTOV pacTwvmy

1 jv. 48.
2§, 8; vii. 41; viii. 49; ix. 40; xi. 84. Marcus was in-
tensely fond of his children. Galen describes (xiv. 3, Kiihn)
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as though it were everlasting. A little while and
thou shalt close thine eyes; aye, and for him that
bore thee to the grave shall another presently raise
the dirge.l

35. The sound eye should see all there is to be
seen, but should not say: I want what is green only.
For that is characteristic of a disordered eye. And ,
the sound hearing and smell should be equipped for
all that is to be heard or smelled. And the sound
digestion should act towards all nutriment as a mill
towards the grist which it was formed to grind. So
should the sound mind be ready for all that befalls.
But the mind that says: Let my children be safe!* Lel
all applaud my every act! is but as an eye that looks
tor green things or as teeth that look for soft things.

36. There is no one so fortunate as not to have
one or two standing by his death-bed who will
welcome the evil which is befalling him. Say he
was a worthy man and a wise; will there not be
some one at the very end to say in his heart, We
can breathe again at last, freed from this schoolmaster,?
not that he was hard on any of ws, but I was all
along conscious that he tacitly condemns us? So much
for the worthy, but in our own case how many
other reasons can be found for which hundreds
would be only too glad to be quit of us! Think
then upon this when dying, and thy passing from
life will be easier if thou reason thus: I am leaving
a life in which even my intimates for whom I have
so greatly toiled, prayed, and thought, aye even
they wish me gone, expecting belike to gain thereby

his a.nxiet; about Commodus; cp. also Fronto, ad Cues.
iv. 12, cp. Vopiscus, Vit. Aureliani, 37, §3 ; Sen. Ep. 11. ~
4 Herodian, i. 4, § 3.
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some further ease.! Why then should anyone cling
to a longer sojourn here ?

Howbeit go away with no less kindliness towards
them on this account, but maintaining thy true char-
acteristics be friendly and goodnatured and gracious ;
nor again as though wrenched apart, but rather
should thy withdrawal from them be as that gentle
slipping away of soul from body which we see when
a man makes a peaceful end. For it was Nature
that knit and kneaded thee with them, and now she
parts the tie. I am parted from kinsfolk, not
dragged forcibly away, but unresistingly. For this
severance too is a process of Nature.2

37. In every act of another habituate thyself as
far as may be to put to thyself the question: What
end has the man in view 2> But begin with thyself,
cross-examine thyself first.

38. Bear in mind that what pulls the strmgs is
that Hidden Thing within us: that makes our
speech, that our life, that, one may say, makes the
man. Never in thy mental picture of it include the
vessel that overlies it* nor these organs that are
appurtenances thereof. They are like the workman’s
adze, only differing from it in being naturally
attached to the body. Since indeed, severed from
the Cause that bids them move and bids them ‘stay,
these parts are as useless as is the shuttle of the
weaver, the pen of the writer, and the whip of the
charioteer.

! Ts he thinking of Commodus? 2 ix. 3.
3 i, 16. 4 iii. 3 ad fin. ; xii. 1.
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! vi. 8; viii. 35. cp. Epict. i. 17, § 1.
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1. THuE properties of the Rational Soul are these:
it sees itself, dissects itself, moulds itself to its own
will,! itself reaps its own fruits 2—whereas the fruits
of the vegetable kingdom and the corresponding
produce of animals are reaped by others,—it wins
to its own goal wherever the bounds of life be set.
In dancing and acting and such-like arts, if any
break occurs, the whole action is rendered imperfect;
but the rational soul in every part and wheresoever
taken 3 shews the work set before it fulfilled and all-
sufficient for itself, so that it can say: / have to the
full what is my own.

More than this, it goeth about the whole Universe
and the void surrounding it and traces its plan, and
stretches forth into the infinitude of Time, and
comprehends the cyclical Regeneration ¢ of all things,
and takes stock of it, and discerns that our children
will see nothing fresh,> just as our fathers too never
saw anything more than we.® So that in a manner
the man of forty years, if he have a grain of sense,
in view of this sameness has seen all that has been

+v.13,32; x. 7,82 3 vi. 37 vii. 1 ete.

% ¢p. Luer. ii. 978: eadem sunt omnia semper; Florio's
Montaigne, i. 19: ‘‘If you have lived one day you have seene
all.”
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and shall be. Again a property of the Rational
Soul is the love of our neighbour, and truthfulness,
and modesty, and to prize nothing above itselfl—
a characteristic also of Law. In this way then the
Reason that is right reason and the Reason that is
justice are one.

2. Thou wilt think but meanly of charming songs
and dances and the pancratium,? if - thou analyze
the melodious utterance into its several notes and in
the case of each ask thyself: Has this the mastery
over me? For thou wilt recoil from such a con-
fession.3 So too with the dance, if thou do the like
for each movement and posture. The same holds
good of the pancratium. In fine, virtue and its
sphere of action excepted, remember to turn to the
component parts,* and by analyzing them come to
despise them. Bring the same practice to bear on
the whole of life also.

3. What a soul is that which is ready to be
released from the body at any requisite moment,
and be quenched?® or dissipated or hold together!
But the readiness must spring from a man’s inner
judgment, and not be the result of mere opposition
[as is the case with the Christians].® It must be
associated with deliberation and dignity and, if
others too are to be convinced, with nothing
like stage-heroics.

4. Have I done some social act? Well, I am
amply rewarded.” Keep this truth ever ready to
turn to, and in no wise slacken thine efforts.

5. What is thy vocation? To be a good man.

4 i 11, 5 v.33; vii. 32. ¢ See p. 382.
7 vii. 13, 73 ; ix. 42, § 5; ¢p. Prov. xi. 17: 7§ yvxi adrod
Gyafdv woel avip dAenuwr.
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pn,u.oovvm vvro,u.t,uvnwcovaa' 7rpos' oIou TL Kkal
Awfyem;e TavTi rape)\ap,,Baveu. ;us'm TavT} <8é>
7 ,uea'n xkoupdia, /cal, ooy 17 vea 'n'poc 7( mote
'n'apel)\mr-rat, '3} katr’ o7wyov éml T erc ;,u;n;a'ewc
¢z7x.o-rexmau Umeppin, emicTnaov. &ri pév vyap

1 radrns A: Tabra Tis P: radryw Stich. : <¥¢> Schenkl.

1 Soph. Oed. Rex 1391 ; Epict. i. 24,§16. Perhaps Marcus
had in mmd the lines of Timocles (Athen. vi. 2) wpds &AAoTpig

Te Yuxaywynbels wdber Med® Boviis &xijAbe xaidevbels dpua.
2 Kur. Antiope Frag. 207 ; vii. 41.
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But how be successful in this save by assured
conceptions on the one hand of the Universal
Nature and on the other of the special constitution
of man ?

6. Originally tragedies were brought on to remind
us of real events, and that such things naturally
occur, and that on life’s greater stage you must
not be vexed at things, which on the stage you
find so attractive. For it is seen that these things
must be gone through, and they too have to endure
them, who cry A4k, Kithaeron!l Aye, and the
dramatic writers contain some serviceable sayings.
For example this more especially :

Though both my sons and me the gods have spurncd,
For this too there s reason ;2

and again:

It nought availeth to be wroth with things ;3
and this :

Our lives are reaped like the ripe ears of corn ; 4

and how many more like them.

And after Tragedy the old Comedy was put on the
stage, exercising an educative freedom of speech, and
by its very directness of utterance giving us no
unserviceable warning against unbridled arrogance.
In somewhat similar vein Diogenes® also took up
this role. After this, consider for what purpose
the Middle Comedy was introduced, and subse-
quently the New, which little by little degenerated
into ingenious mimicry. For that some serviceable

3 Kur. Beller. Frag. 289 ; vii. 38,
+ Bur. Hyps. Frag. 757 ; vii. 40.
5 Diog. Laert. Diog. 7.
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Néyetar kal VWO ToUTWY Twa Xpioiua, ovk
dyvositarr aM\a 7 6\n émiPBoly Tihs TowavTNS
moujoews: kal Spapatovpyias mpos Tiva moTé
oKkomov améBNeyrev;

. Has évapyés mpoomwimrer T0 py elvac
a\Anv Biov vmobeqww els 10 Ppihocodeiv oUTws
émiribeion, ws TalTnw, év 5 viv by Tuyydvers.

7. K\d8os Tod mpogeyods xAdSov dmoromels
ob Svvatar pi) kal Tod Shov PuTod dmoxexopBac.
oiTw 87 ral dvlpwmos évos dvﬁf)a'mou amooytal-
els OAps ThHS Kowwvias dmomémTwrer. wAhddov
uev odv dlhos dmoxomTer dvlpwmos 3¢ avTos
éavtov TOD wAnoiov Ywpiler woiocas «al
amosTpapeis: dyvoei &, &1L Kxal Tod Ghov
ToMTeUpaTos dua amotétunxer éavrév. TAYY
éxeivo ye 8@dpov Tod cuaTNTAuévOy THY KOWWYVIAY
Alos:  éfeai yap mwd\w fuilv ovpddrar TR
mpocexel kal wdAy ToD Shov cUMTANPWTIKOLS
yevéoOai. mheovdkis pévrtor ywiouevov 1o Kara
T TotavTyy Sialpeoy SvoéveTov kai Svsamo-
xatdaTator <T0> amoXwpodv Toiel. BSAwS Te
oUy Spotos 6 k\dBos 6 am’ dpxis cupBlacTicas
xal oUpmYoUs cupueivas TQ weTd THY dmoxomwyy
adlis éykevrpiobévty, & Ti moTe Néyovow of
dutovpyoi. opolapvelv uév, py opodoyua-
Tely 8¢,

8. Of éwotduevor mpoLovTL cot Kata ToV
0pfov Aéyov, domep damo Tiis Uyrods mwpdfews

! Lucian, de Salt. 35, says of the Art of Dancing (Panto-
mime) that it requires the acme of culture and even of
philosophy !

2 ¢p. Lucan i. 493: “ exeat aula qui vult esse pius”;
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things are said even by the writers of these is
recognized by all. But what end in view had
this whole enterprize of such poetical and dramatic
composition ? 1

7. How clearly is it borne in on thee that there is
no other state of life so fitted to call for the
exercise of Philosophy as this in which thou now
findest thyself.?

8. A branch cut off from its neighbour branch 3
cannot but be cut off from the whole plant. In the
very same way a man severed from one man has fallen
away from the fellowship of all men. Now a branch
is cut off by others, but a man separates himself 4
from his neighbour by his own agency in hating him
or turning his back upon him ; and is unaware that
he has thereby sundered himself from the whole
civic community.> But mark the gift of Zeus who
established the law of fellowship. For it is in our
power to grow again to the neighbour branch, and
again become perfective of the whole. But such a
schism constantly repeated makes it difficult for
the seceding part to unite again and resume its
former condition. And in general the branch that
from the first has shared in the growth of the tree
and lived with its life is not like that which has been
cut off and afterwards grafted on to it, as the
gardeners are apt to tell you. Be of one bush, but
not of one mind.

9. As those who withstand thy progress along the
path of right reason will never be able to turn thee

Montaigne iii. 9 (Florio’s version): ‘“Plato saith that who
escapes untainted and clean-handed from the managing of the
world escapeth by some wonder.” See also ahove viii. 1.

3 St. Paul, Rom. xi. 19. 4 iv. 29; viii. 34, 3 ix. 23.
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s /4 ’ / . L3 \ -~
amotpéfras ge od Swvijgovtar, olTws undé Tijs
wpos alTods eDuevelas éxxpovéTwoav dAAa
7 \ 3_ 3 4 e ’ \
¢VAacoe oeavrov ém dudorTépwy opoiws, un
povov émi tiis eboTabois xpigews xal mpdEews,
aAAQ Kai émrl Tis wPos Tovs kwADew émeyepoivTas
1) d@\\ws Svoyepaivovtas mpaéTnTos. Kal yap
TobTo dolevés, 7o xYalkemaivew alTols, domep TO
amootiivar Ths wpdfews xal évdotvar raTta-
7 y 14 \ b3 ’ 4 [
mhayévta: dudotepor yap émions NetmordeTal, o
\ e 4 ) \ \ \ /
uév vmrotpéaas, o 8¢ dANoTpiwlels mpos Tov pvoer
cuyyevi) kai Gpilov.
¢, “Odx ot xelpwv oddepla piois Téyvns.” !
xal yap ai Téxvar Tas Ppvoes upodvrar. el 8¢
T00TO, ) TACHY TV AANWY TENeWTAT) Kal
mepINYTTIKOTATY  PUots odk dv dmolelmoiTo
Tiis Texwkis edunyavias. mwioar 8é ye Téyvas
TRV KpeLTTOVWY Evekey TA Yelpw ToLobdty: olroDy
xai 1) xown ¢lots. xal Oy Evfev uév yéveais
Sikatoavvns, amo 8¢ TavTns ai Aovwai dpetai
Uptoravrar od yap Tnpnbicerar To Sikaiov, éav
Nro. Sapepwpela wpos Ta péoa 1) edeEamwdrnTor
Kal TPOTTWTIKOL KAL UETATTWOTIKOL WUEY.
w'. t+E pév odv? <un> épxerart émi oé Ta
4 * 13 ’ \ \ ~ 7
mpdypata, bv ai Swaetc xal rlnrycu 00pu/30va:, g€,
GG 'rpo'rrou Twva avTos ém éxeiva epx'r;, TO *yobv
xpl,/m T0 wepi avTAY na'vxate-rw KAKEWA pevel
aTpepoivta Kai odTe Suwkwy olTe petywr opbiay.
i Appalently a quobauon from some unknown poet.
ot PA : [el uev) Odx Leopold.
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aside from sound action, so let them not wrest thee
from a kindly attitude towards them?!; but keep a
watch over thyself in both directions alike, not only
in steadfastness ? of judgment and action but also in
gentleness towards those who endeavour to stand
in thy path or be in some other way a thorn in thy
side. Forin fact it is a sign of weakness to be wroth
with them, no less than to shrink from action and
be terrified into surrender. For they that do the
one or the other are alike deserters of their post,?
the one as a coward, the other as estranged from a
natural kinsman and friend.

10. ¢ Nature in no case cometh short of art’ For
indeed the atts are copiers of various natures. If
this be so, the most consummate and comprehensive
Nature of all cannot be outdone by the inventive
skill of art. And in every art the lower things
are done for the sake of the higher¢; and this
must hold good of the Universal Nature also. Aye
and thence is the origin of Justice, and in justice all
the other virtues have their root,® since justice will
not be maintained if we either put a value on
things indifferent, or are easily duped and prone to
slip and prone to change.

11. If therefore the things, the following after and
eschewing of which disturb thee, come not to thee,
but thou in a manner dost thyself seek them out,
- at all events keep thy judgment at rest about them
and they will remain quiescent, and thou shalt not
be seen following after or eschewing them.

1 x. 36, § 2 ete. 2 v. 18. 3 x. 25.

4 v. 16, 30; vii. 55.

5iv. 37; v. 34. cp. Theognis, 147 : & 8¢ Sixatoaivy ovA-
ANBSYy xac’ peth ‘oTiv.
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. Zaipa Yuxils avroerdijs,! 6”7‘av pijTe
éxtelvyrar émi T pijre éow o’vu’rpexn, ,un)'re
a"n'el,pn'rat'l" HijTE aum{am), a)\)\a dwTi Xa,uﬂr-
nrat, & ™ anjbeav opd THY TdvTwv kal THY
év avTi.

vy'. Kartagppovijocer pod Tis; dyretar éyw &é
H\Iropat, 2’va ;uj Ti kaTapporicews dEiov mTpdo T WY
’7 Xe'ywv eupw'/cw/.l.at. pHeanaer; 6’1Ire'mt' d)\]\c‘z
e'yw ev,uevm xai et’fvovc TavTi, /cat ToUTY alTP
éroupuos TO Tapopduevoy SGcEaL, owc OVELdLOTIKDS
ovdeé ws‘ /ca'rem,b‘euwv/tevoq, o'n avé opat, a7\.7\.a
yynoiws kai XpnoTis, oIos‘ o DPoriwy é e/cewoc, el
e un mpogemoteito. Ta éow yap Sel TotadTa
ewa,t, kal vmwo Tdv Oedv PBAémesbar &ivfpwmov
mpos  undév afyaua/c'rucwq Smnee,u,evov pundé
Se‘wo'rraeovwa T ydp ot /ca/cou, e av’roc vy
motels TO T ¢vo’et gov oixelov kai 8éxn To viv
T T@v SAwv Pioe ev/cazpov, avepwqros' 're'ra,uevoe
mPOS TO fyweaeat 8¢ 8tov &%) To Ko avmﬁepov-

8 AMmev ratappovodyres aANjNocs
apea/cevov'mt xal a)\.)w;)»cou Umepéyew Bélovres
a)\.)\n)»ol,c vroxa'ralc)»wov'rat.

. Qs aa'n'pos‘ xai ki3énhos o )wyaw « Etyw
'n'ponpml.az amhids gou 7rpoo‘¢>epea€at. Ti Touels,
dvfpwme; TobTo 0V B¢l TpONéyerr.  alTod Pavio-
etar éml Tob perdmov yeypdPpbOar dpeiler, €bbis

! adrorerds Reiske. 2 ¢xafpprar Schenkl.

1 viii. 41 ; xii. 3. 3 viii. 51.

3 v.25; prcb iii. 18,89 ; x. 32. . 18, §9.

5 Marcus is probably thmkmg of Phoclon s last words, see
Aelian xii. 49 undev Ahva(m: pvnoikaxficew Swép Tiis wap
abr@v Pirornolas fs viv wlvew (sc. the cup of hemlock); but
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12. The soul is ‘a sphere truly shaped,”! when it
neither projects itself towards anything outside nor
shrinks together inwardly, neither expands nor
contracts,? but irradiates a light whereby it sees the
reality of all things and the reality that is in itself.

13. What if a man think scorn of me? That will
be his affair. But it will be mine not to be found
doing or saying anything worthy of scorn. But what
if he hate me? That will be his affair.3 But I will
be kindly and goodnatured to everyone, and ready
to shew even my enemy where he has seen amiss,
not by way of rebuke? nor with a parade of for-
bearance, but genuinely and chivalrously like the
famous Phocion,® unless indeed he was speaking
ironically. For such should be the inner springs of a
man’s heart ® that the Gods see him not wrathfully
disposed at any thing or counting it a hardship.
What evil can happen to thee if thou thyself now
doest what is congenial to thy nature, and welcomest
what the Universal Nature now deems well-timed,
thou who art a man intensely eager that what is for
the common interest should by one means or another
be brought about? -

14. Thinking scorn of one another, they yet fawn
on one another, and eager to outdo their rivals they
grovel one to another.

15. How rotten at the core is he, how counterfeit,
who proclaims aloud : I have elected to deal straight-
Jormwardly with thee ! Man, what art thou at? There
is no need to give this out. The fact will instantly
declare itself. It ought to be written on the fore-

Heylbut (Rhein. Mus. 39. p. 310) refers to a story in Musonius
Rufus, p. 55, Hense.
S cp. gt. Luke xi. 39 : 70 éowlev Suov—*‘the inward parts.”

303



MARCUS AURELIUS

n ¢wm) TotodTov sjxel,! ebfis év Tois o,u./,l.aaw
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1 ¥xet PA: #xei Reiske. 2 grauBh (a bent stick that
can never be made straight) Salm. 3 xaras P,

1 The word is Thracian for a native sword (Pollux x. 38),
as we might say a kukri. Here any concealed weapon to
stab the unsuspecting.

304



BOOK XI

head. There is a ring in the voice that betrays it
at once, it flashes out at once from the eyes, just as
the loved one can read at a glance every secret in
his lover’s looks. The simple and good man should
in fact be like a man who has a strong smell about
him, so that, as soon as ever he comes near, his
neighbour is, will-he nill-he, aware of it. A calculated
simplicity is a stiletto.! There is nothing more
hateful than the friendship of the wolf for the
lamb. Eschew that above all things. The good
man, the kindly, the genuine, betrays'these character-
istics in his eyes and there is no hiding it.2

16. Vested in the soul is the power of living ever
the noblest of lives, let a man but be indifferent to-
wards things indifferent. And he will be indifferent,
if he examine every one of these things both in its
component parts > and as a whole, and bear in mind
that none of them is the cause in us of any opinion
about itself, nor obtrudes itself on us. They remain
quiescent,* and it is we who father these judgments
about them and as it were inscribe them on our
minds, though it lies with us not to inscribe them
and, if they chance to steal in undetected, to erase
them at once.® Bear in mind too that we shall have
but a little while to attend to such things and
presently life will be at an end. But why complain
of the perversity of things? If they are as Nature
wills, delight in them and let them be no hardship
to thee. If they contravene Nature, seek then
what is in accord with thy nature and speed towards
that, even though it be unpopular.® For it is par-
donable for every man to seek his own good.
. chzz. Ecclesiasticus xix. 29 : ‘A man shall be known by his
ook.’

Sii. 11 xii. 18, 4 xi. 11, 8 viii. 47, % v. 35 vi. 2,
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! kat PA =k(eparar)a’ Rend., but cp. vii. 51. 2 ¢moiorichy A,

1 ii. 11, 2 v. 16, 30 ; viii. 27. 3 viii. 56, 59.

4 Dio Chrys. Orat. ii. de Regno,97 R, é 8¢ raipos capas
#pds BaciAéws eixdva wemointar.  Epict. i. 2, § 30.
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17. Think whence each thing has come, of what
it is built up,! into what it changes, what it will be
when changed, and that it cannot take any harm.

18. Firstly : Consider thy relation? to mankind
and that we came into the world for the sake of one
another 2; and taking another point of view, that I
have come into it to be set over men, as a ram over
a flock or a bull over a herd! Start at the
beginning from this premiss: If not atoms,® then an
all-controlling Nature. If the latter, then the
lower are for the sake of the higher and the higher
for one another."

Secondly : What sort of men they are at board '

and in bed and elsewhere.” Above all how they
are the self-made slaves of their principles, and how
they pride themselves on the very acts in question.

Thirdly : That if they are acting rightly in this,
there is no call for us to be angry. If not rightly,
it is obviously against their will and through
ignorance.!  Forit is against his will that every soul
is deprived, as of truth, so too of the power of dealing
with each man as is his due. At any rate, such
men resent being called unjust, unfeeling, avaricious,
and in a word doers of wrong to their neighbours.

Fourthly : That thou too doest many a wrong
thing thyself and art much as others are,® and if
thou dost refrain from' certain wrong-doings, yet
hast thou a disposition inclinable thereto!® even
supposing that through cowardice or a regard for
thy good name or some such base consideration thou
dost not actually commit them.

5iv. 3, §2; viil. 17; ix. 39; x. 6.

$i. 1; v. 16. 7 viii. 14; x. 19.
8ii.1; iv. 3; vii. 22, 63.
? vii. 70 ; x. 30. 1 4. 17 ad tnit.
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1 Or, “with an eye to circumstances,” ‘‘with some further
end in mew,” knowledge of which would justify the action or
shew its necessity.

? ix. 38. 3 vii. 16 ; viii. 40; ix. 13; xi. 11, 16.

4 vii. 16. 3 x. 10.
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Fifthly : That thou hast not even proved that
they are doing wrong, for many things are done even
¢ by way of policy.”! Speaking generally a man must
know many things before he can pronounce an
adequate opinion on the acts of another.

Sixthly : When thou art above measure angry or
even out of patience, bethink thee that man’s life is
momentary, and in a little while we shall all have
been laid out. 2

Seventhly : That in rveality it is not the acts men
do that vex us—for they belong to the domain of
their ruling Reason—but the opinions we form of
those acts.® FEradicate these, be ready to discard
thy conclusion that the act in question is a calamity,
and thine anger is at an end.* How then eradicate
these opinions? By realizing that no act of another
debases us. For unless that alone which debases
is an evil, thou too must perforce do many a
wrong thing and become a brigand® or any sort of
man.

Eighthly : Bethink thee how much more grievous
are the consequences of our anger and vexation at
such actions than are the acts themselves which
arouse that anger and vexation.

Ninthly : That kindness is irresistible,® be it but
sincere and no mock smile or a mask assumed. For
what can the most unconscionable of men do to
thee, if thou persist in being kindly to him, and
-when a chance is given exhort him mildly and, at
the very time when he is trying to do thee harm,
quietly teach him a better way 7 thus: Nay, my child,
we have been made for other things. I shall be in

6 Sen. de Ben. vii. 31 : vincil malos pertinax bonitas.
© 7 v, 28 vi, 27 ; viil. 99 x. 4; xi. 13.
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no wise harmed, but thou art harming thyself,! my
child.  Shew him delicately and without any
personal reference that this is so, and that even
honey-bees do not act thus nor any creatures of
gregarious instincts. But thou must do this not in
irony? or by way of rebuke, but with kindly
affection and without any bitterness at heart, not as
from a master’s chair, nor yet to impress the
bystanders, but as if he were indeed alone even
though others are present.

Bethink thee then of these nine heads, taking
them as a gift from the Muses, and begin at last to
be a man while life is thine. But beware of flattering 3
men no less than being angry with them.* For
both these are non-social and conducive of harm. In
temptations to anger a precept ready to thy hand is
this: to be wroth is not manly, but a mild and
gentle disposition, as it is more human, so it is more
masculine. Such a man, and not he who gives way
to anger and discontent, is endowed with strength
and sinews and manly courage. For the nearer such
a mind attains to a passive calm,® the nearer is the
man to strength. As grief is a weakness, so also is
anger. In both it is a case of a wound and a
surrender. .

But take if thou wilt as a tenth gift from Apollo,
the Leader of the Muses, this, that to expect the
bad not to do wrong is worthy of a madman; for
that is to wish for impossibilities.8 But to acquiesce
in their wronging others, while expecting them to
refrain from wronging thee, is unfeeling and despotic.”

5 The Stoic ardbea. 8 v. 17; vii. 71; ix. 42,
7 vi. 27 ; Sen. de Ira ii. 31. &yvwpov might also be trans-
lated senseless.
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19. Against four perversions of the ruling Reason
thou shouldest above all keep unceasing watch, and,
once detected, wholly abjure them,! saying in each
case to thyself: This thought is not necessary ;2 this is
destructive of human fellowship ; this could be no
genuine utlerance from the heart.—And not to speak
from the heart, what is it but a contradiction in
terms ?—The fourth case is that of self-reproach,?
for that is an admission that the divine part of thee
has been worsted by and acknowledges its inferiority
to the body, the baser and mortal partner, and to its
gross notions.

20. Thy soul and all the fiery part that is blended
with thee, though by Nature ascensive, yet in
submission to the system of the Universe are held
fast here in thy compound personality. And the
entire earthy part too in thee and the humid, although
naturally descensive, are yet upraised and take up
a station not their natural one. Thus indeed we
find the elements also in subjection to the Whole
and, when set anywhere, remaining there under con-
straint until the signal sound for their release again
therefrom.

Is it not then a paradox that the intelligent part .

alone of thee should be rebellious and quarrel with
its station ? Yet is no constraint laid upon it but only
so much as is in accordance with its nature. How-
beit it does not comply and takes a contrary course. |
For every motion towards acts of injustice and licen-
tiousness, towards anger and grief and fear, but be-,
tokens one who cuts himself adrift from Nature. Aye’

1 xi. 16. 2 iv. 24,

3 v. 36; viii. 10. ¢p. Fronto, ad Cues. iv. 13, where

Marcus reproacles himself when 19 years old for back ward-
ness in philosophy.
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BOOK XI

and when the ruling Reason in a man is vexed at any-
thing that befalls, at that very moment it deserts its
station.! For it was not made for justice alone, but
also for piety? and the service of God. And in
fact the latter are included under the idea of a
true fellowship, and indeed are prior to the practice
of justice.’ .

21. He who has not ever in view one and the same
goal of life cannot be throughout his life one and
thesame.* Nor does that which is stated suffice, there
needs to be added what that goal should be. For
just as opinion as to all the things that in one way
or another are held by the mass of men to be
good is not uniform, but only as to certain things,
such, that is, as affect the common weal, so must
we set before ourselves as our goal the common
and civic weal. For he who directsall his individual
impulses towards this goal will render his actions
homogeneous and thereby be ever consistent with
himself.5 ,

22. Do not forget the story of the town mouse
and the country mouse, and the excitement and
trepidation of the latter.t

23. Socrates used to nickname the opinions of the
multitude Ghouls,” bogies to terrify children.

24. The Spartans at their spectacles assigned to
strangers seats in the shade, but themselves took
their chance of seats anywhere.

4 ¢p. Dio 71. 34, § 5: Buotos S wavTwy éyévero ral &v obdén
#AAoudbn : Aristides ad Reg § 113 (Jebb), says he was
abrds 81 TéAovs. 5i8 8 Aesop, Fab. 297 ; Hor. Sat.
ii. 6 ff. 7 Lami or o pires,” fabulous monsters
said to feed on human flesh,” Hor. 4. P. 540 ; Apul. Met. i.57.
cp. Epict. ii. 1, § 14: taira Zwkpdrns ,u.op,uo)\wrem drdAer:
Philostr. Vit. Apoll. iv. 25, whence Keats took his Lamia.

315




MARCUS AURELIUS

xe. T Hep&/cna o Ewlcpa'mc mepl -rov ;m
epxeo'eaz wap’ avrtor: “"lva,” e¢7) “un TP
xaxioTe ONéOpe avrohw,u.at, ToUTéDTL, ,m‘; €v
7ra0aw ov 8vm)0w awevvromo'at

ks, Ev Tols TAY E¢emwv ypdppuace 'n'apa'y-
vehua éExeito auvexds UmopiuvioxesBar ThV
TaANAL@OY TIVOS TRV GpeTH XpNoauévov.

«g. O IvBaydpeior éwbev eis Tov odpavov

opav, W vmomprmoroducla THY del kata
Ta alra xai ®oalTws TO éavtdv épyov Sia-
uvou'rwv xal Tiis Tdfews Kal Tiis xaﬂapo'm'roc
xat THS yuuvoTnTOS. 008&v yap mpokdlvuua
daTpov.

m)' Oloc 0 SwxpdTns, TO lcw&ov vrelwo-
uévos, 8T 1) Eauﬂmqrn )\aﬁovaa T0 t;w,-rwu eEw
mpofiABer xal, a elmev o Ew/cpa'ms‘ 'rozc e'rab ots
aidecbeios rai avaywprioacw, 8te adTov eldov
oiTws eo--ra)»pevov. :

/c0 Brv 19 'ypa4>ew Kal avawwa‘xew o
7rpo‘repov apfezc, wpiv apx0is. ToDTO WOAAD
ualov év 1% Bie.

N, “Aoidhos méPukas, ov /.LéTea'ﬂf ao Xéyov."

Aa'. “"Epov & eﬂyehaaae $irov xip.

AB. « Me/.n[rou'rm 8 apetny yaremois Bafovres
éreaaw.”

M. “2dkov yequdvos Cnrely  pawouévov:

! *Emicovpelwv Gat. (from Sen. Ep. xi). The only ’E¢eciwy
ypdupara known were magical formulae. }

1 According to Diog. Laert. Socr. 9 ; Sen. de Ben. v. 6,§2;
Arist. Rhet. A, 23, this was Archelaus, son of Perdiccas.

3 ¢p. Fronto, ad Appianum, Nab. p.
* Sen. Ep.-11, attributes the precopt to the Epicureans:

316



BOOK XI

25. Socrates refused the invitation of Perdiccas!
to his court, That I come not, said he, lo a dishonoured
grave, meaning, that I be not treated with generosity
and have no power to return it.2

26. In the writings of the Ephesians3 was laid
down the advice to have constantly in remembrance
some one of the ancients who lived virtuously.

27. Look, said the Pythagoreans, at the sky in the
morning, that we may have in remembrance those
hosts of heaven that ever follow the same course and
accomplish their work in the same way, and their
orderly system, and their purity, and their nakedness ;
for there is no veil before a star.

28. Think of Socrates with the sheepskin wrapped
round him, when Xanthippe had gone off with
his coat, and what he said to his friends when they
drew back in their embarrassment at seeing him thus
accoutred.

29. In reading and writing thou must learn first
to follow instruction before thou canst give it.
Much more is this true of life.

30. ’Tis not for thee, a slave, to reason * why.

31. . . and within me my heart laughed.®

32. Virtue they will upbraid and speak harsh words in
_ her hearing.®
33. Only a madman will look for figs in winter.

aliquis vir bonus nobis eligendus est ac semper ante oculos
habendus ut sic tanquam illo spectante vivamus et omnia
illo vidente faciamus. Hoc Epicurus praecepit. See, however,
Plut. Symp. vii. 5 ad fin.

4 It is not clear whether Adyos here means speech or reason
or both. The citation, of which the author is not known,
has no obvious application ; stl]l less has the following
quotation from Homer. 5 Hom. Od. ix. 413.

¢ Hes. Op. 185, where the reading is &pa Tois for &perfv.
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No better is he who looks for a child when he may no
longer have one.!

34. 4 man while fondly kissing his child, = says
Epictetus, should whisper in his heart?: ¢ To-morromw
peradventure thou wilt die.” Ill-omened words these !
Nay, said he, nothing is ill-omened that signifies a natural
process.  Or it is ill-omened also to talk of ears of corn
being reaped.

35. The grape unripe, mellow, dried—in every
stage we have a change, not into non-existence, but
mto the not now existent.? A

36. Hear Eplctetus no one can rob us of our free: V
choice.* L

37. We must, says hep hit upon the true science of
assent and in the sphere of our impulses pay good “heed
that they be subject to proper reservations," " that they
have in view -our nmeighbour's mwelfare; that they are
proportionate to mworth. And we must abstain wholly
from inordinate desire and shew avoidance in none of the
things that are not in our control.

38. It is ng casual matter, then, said he, that is at
stake, but whether we are to be sane or no.”

39. Socrates was wont to say:® What would
ye have? The souls of reasoning or unreasoning
creatures ¢ Of reasoning creatures. Of what kind of
reasoning creatures ?  Sound or vicious? Sound. Why
then not make a shift to gel them?. Because we have
them already. Why then fight and wrangle ¢

5 i.e. Epictetus. ¢p. iii. 22, § 105, and Manual, ii. 2.

8iv. 1; v. 20; vi. 50; i.e. not unconditionally, but subject
to modification by circumstances.

7 Epict. i. 22, §§ 17-21 ; Hor. Sat. ii. 3. 43.

8 Only found here.
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1. ALL those things, which thou prayest to attain
by a roundabout way, thou canst have at once if thou
deny them not to thyself!; that is to say, if thou
leave all the Past to itself and entrust the Future
to Providence,? and but direct the Present in the way
of piety and justice : piety, that thou mayest love thy
lot, for Nature brought it to thee and thee to it;
justice, that thou mayest speak the truth freely and
without finesse, and have an eye to law and the due
worth of things3 in all that thou doest; and let
nothing stand in thy way, not the wickedness of
others, nor thine own opinion, nor what men say, nor
even the sensations of the flesh that has grown
around thee ¢ ; for the part affected will see to that.

If then, when the time of thy departure is near,
abandoning all else thou prize thy ruling Reason
alone and that which in thee is divine,® and dread
the thought, not that thou must one day cease to
live, but that thou shouldst never yet have begun
to live according to Nature, then shalt thou be a
man worthy of the Universe that begat thee, and -
no longer an alien® in thy fatherland, no longer
shalt thou marvel at what happens every day as if it

2 vii, 8; St. Matt. vi. 34. 3 xi. 37 (Epictetus).
4 vii. 68. 5 xii. 26. 8 iv. 29; xii. 13.
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were unforeseen, and be dependent on this or
that.

2. God sees the Ruling Parts of all men stripped
of material vessels and husks and sloughs. For
only with the Intellectual Part of Himself is He
in touch with those emanations only which have
welled forth and been drawn off from Himself into
them. But if thou also wilt accustom thyself to
do this, thou wilt free thyself from the most of thy
distracting care. For he that hath no eye for the
flesh that envelopes him will not, I trow, waste his
time with taking thought for raiment and lodging
and popularity and such accessories and frippery.1

3. Thou art formed of three things in combination
—body, vital breath, intelligence.2 Of these the first
two are indeed thine, in so far as thou must have them
in thy keeping, but the third alone is in any true
sense thine.® Wherefore, if thou cut off from thyself,
that is from thy mind, all that others do or say
and all that thyself hast done or said, and all that
harasses thee in the future, or whatever thou art
involved in independently of thy will by the body
which envelopes thee and the breath that is twinned
with it, and whatever the circumambient rotation
outside of thee sweeps along, so that thine
intellectual faculty, delivered from the contingencies
of destiny, may live pure and undetached by itself,
doing what is just, desiring what befalls it, speaking
the truth—if, I say, thou strip from this ruling
Reason all that cleaves to it from the bedily in-
fluences and the things that lie beyond in time and

! Lit. stage-scenery ; cp. Sen. ad Marc. 10.
% ii. 2; iii. 16. Here wvevudrior = Yux} (soul) in its lower
sense, see Index III. 3 x. 38.
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the things that are past, and if thou fashion thyself
like the Empedoclean

Sphere with its circle true in ils poise well-rounded
rejoicing,!

and school thyself to live that life only which is

thine, namely the present, so shalt thou be .able

to pass through the remnant of thy days calmly,

kindly, and at peace with thine own ¢ genius.’ 2

4. Often have I marvelled how each one of us
loves himself above all men, yet sets less store by his
own opinion of himself than by that of everyone else.
At any rate, if a God or some wise teacher should come
to a man and charge him to admit no thought or
design into his mind that he could not utter aloud
as soon as conceived,® he could not endure this
ordinance for a single day. So it is clear that we
pay more deference to the opinion our neighbours
will have of us than to our own.

5. How can the Gods, after disposing all things
well and with good will towards men, ever have over-
looked this one thing, that some of mankind, and
they especially good men, who have had as it were the
closest commerce with the Divine, and by devout
conduct and acts of worship have been in the most
intimate fellowship with it, should when once dead
have no second existence but be wholly extinguished ?4
But if indeed this be haply so, doubt not that
they would have ordained it otherwise, had it needed
to be otherwise. For had it been just, it would
also have been feasible, and had it been in conformity
with Nature, Nature would have brought it about.

1 viii. 41; xi. 12. ¢p. Hor. Sat. ii. 7, 95: tn seipso totus

teres atque rotundus. 2 ii. 13; iii. 5 ete. 3 iii. 4.
4 For Marcus’ views on Immortality, see Introd.
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1 ¢p. Job (xiii. 3), I desire to reason with God, where a
similar point is argued.
2 jv. 26. 3 jv. 50; v. 23; xii. 32.

326



BOOK XII

Therefore from its not being so, if indeed it is not so,
be assured that it ought not to have been so. For
even thyself canst see that in this presumptuous
enquiry of thine thou art reasoning with God.! But

we should not thus be arguing with the Gods were
" they not infinitely good and just. But in that case
they could not have overlooked anything being
wrongly and irrationally neglected in their thorough
Ordering of the Universe.

6. Practise that also wherein thou hast no expect-
ation of success. For even the left hand, which
for every other function is inefficient by reason of a
want of practice, has yet a firmer grip of the bridle
than the right. For it has had practice in this.

7. Reflect on the condition of body and soul
befitting a man when overtaken by death, on the
shortness of life,2 on the yawning gulf? of the past
and of the time to come, on the impotence of all
matter. :

8. Look at the principles of causation stripped of
their husks; at the objective of actions; at what
pain is, what pleasyre, what death, what fame. See
who is to blame for a man’s inner unrest; how no
one can be thwarted by another*; that nothing is
but what thinking makes it.5

9. In our use of principles of conduct we should
imitate the pancratiast not the gladiator.® For the
latter lays aside the blade which he uses, and takes
it up again, but the other always has his hand and
needs only to clench it.

4 v. 34 ; vii. 16.

5 v. 2; viii. 40; xii. 22. Shak. Ham. ii. 2. 256.

8 Or, the prize.fighter not the duellist. Some take évaip-
eitar to mean * is slain,’
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10. See things as they really are, analyzing them
into Matter, Cause, Objective.!

11. What a capacity Man has to do only what God
shall approve and to welcome all that God assigns
him!

12. Find no fault with Gods for what is the course
of Nature, for they do no wrong? voluntarily or
involuntarily ; nor with men, for they do none save
involuntarily.? Find fault then with none.*

13. How ludicrous is he and out of place who
marvels at anything that happens in life.5

14. There must be either a predestined Necessity
and inviolable plan, or a gracious Providence, or
a chaos without design or director. If then there
be an inevitable Necessity, why kick against the
pricks ? 1f a Providence that is ready to be gracious,
render thyself worthy of divine succour. But if a
chaos without guide, congratulate thyself that amid
such a surging sea thou hast in thyself a guiding

Reason. And if the surge sweep thee away, let it

sweep away the poor Flesh and Breath with their
appurtenances: for the Intelligence it shall never
sweep away. (15.) What! shall the truth that is in
thee and the justice and the temperance be ex-
tinguished ere thou art, whereas the light of a lamp
shines forth and keeps its radiance until the flame
be quenched?

16. Another has given thee cause to think that
he has done wrong : But how do I know that it is a
wrong?® And even if he be guilty, suppose that his

1 viii. 11; xii. 18, 29. 2 i, 11 3 vii. 22 ete.
4 Epict. Man. 5. 3 xii. 1. 8 vii. 29; ix. 38.
© 329

S\

C

/

o




MARCUS AURELIUS

olTws Suotov TobTo TG KaTadpimTELy THY éavTod
SYrev.
0 Gén A

Tt 0 m) ey TOV pailov a,/l.a,pfavew o,u.ozoe
TR ) 0€MWL THY oukiy OmOoV €V Tols a'wcow
¢epew xal T Bpedm x)\aue,u.vpl.fetrﬁal. kal 'rov
m'n'ov xpe;wﬂ{ew xal éoca a)d\a avafy/cal.a. -rl.
'yap waﬁn T EEw Exwv TotalTny; €l odv yopyos
€, TavTnY 0epa1rev0'ov.

e Ez ) xaeq/cet, ,u.n 'rrpafm" e ,u.n a7t170es'
éore, un ei,"rrns‘. Y fyap op;m; aov éotw <e'7u goi>.

m’. Eis 10 mav del opav, Ti ea'-rw av'ro éxetvo
TO T ¢avraciav co moiodv, xaz aua'n'-rua'a'ew,
SLaLpovv'm ew 'ro aiTiov, GLS‘ 'ro UMkov, els 'rml
dvapopdy, eis Tov xpovov, évtos ol memraiolar adTo
denoet.

0. Alofov mwoté, 61t kpeiTTov TL Kl Saipovio-
Tepov Eyeis év ocavtd TdV T4 mdln molovvTwY

\ ~ ’
xai kabamak T4V vevpoomasToUvTOY G€. T pov

~ b (4 4 \ ’ \ e 4 \
viv éoTw 1) Sidvota; py doBos; py Vmoyria; i
émibupia; puy &'7\7\0 T -rowi)-rov,

K. I'Ipw'rov, 'ro ,ur) elkf) /;,1186 dvev ava¢opas‘.
Sev-repov, 'ro 7 e'n' dA\o Tt 7 éml TO KOWWVLKOY
Té\os T avayoyyw moeiglas.

’ L4 i > \ 3 \ > ~ ¥
ka’. "OTe per’ o moAd oddels ovdapod éay,

R 7’ a ~ / 3 \ 4
ovdé ToUTwy Ti, & viv BMmeis, 00dé¢ TovTWY TisS
Tov viv Botvtev. dmavra yap perafBdAlew

A / \ 4 / (/4 o
kal 7pe7rea'0aL xal pOeipeabar mépukev, lva Erepa
épekns ryomrrat.

«B3. O‘n wdvta VToAYrist kal abrn émi goi.

1iv. 6.
% xii. 10. Or, application.

330



BOOK XII

own heart has condemned him, and so he is as one
who wounds his own face ?

Note that he who would not have the wicked do
wrong is as one who would not have the fig-tree
secrete acrid juice! in its fruit, would not have
babies cry, or the horse neigh, or have any other
things be that must be. Why, what else can be
expected from such a disposition ? If then it chafes
thee, cure the disposition.

17. If not meet, do it not: if not true, say it not.
For let thine impulse be in thy own power.

18. Ever look to the whole of a thing, what
exactly that is which produces the impression on
thee, and unfold it, analyzing it into its causes, its
matter, its objective,?2 and into its life-span within
which it must needs cease to be.

19. Become conscious at last that thou hast in
thyself something better and more god-like than
that which causes the bodily passions and turns thee
into a mere marionette.® What is my mind now
occupied with4? Fear? Suspicion? Concupis-
cence®? Some other like thing ?

20. Firstly, eschew action that is aimless and has
no objective. Secondly, take as the only goal of
conduct what is to the common interest.®

21. Bethink thee that thou wilt very soon be no
one and nowhere, and so with all that thou now
seest and all who are now living. For by Nature’s
law all things must change, be transformed, and
perish, that other things may in their turn come into
being.”

22. Remember that all is but as thy opinion

3 ii. 2 etec. v, 1L 5 ii. 16; ix. 40.
6 v.16; xi. 21. 7 ix. 28, 32.



MARCUS AURELIUS

apov odv, 6te Oéres, THv moNw, Kai domwep
kdpyravre THY dxpav, yalijvm, orabepa mwdvTa
xal KONTros KUY,
!’ ’ \ L4 ~ y /7 \ .
ky. Mia kal fricodv évépyeia kata xaipov
mavoauévn ovdév kakov mdayet, kald b méravrar
ovdé o mpdfas Ty wpakw TavTYy KaT adTo
TovTo, kal b mémwavras, xaxov T¢ mémovOev.
opoiws odv To éxk Tacdv TAV wpdfewr gloTNua,
dmep éaiv o Bios, éav év xawpd mavonTar, ovdév
Kakov maaoyer kat abto ToiTo, kal & mémavras
00d¢ 0 rkatamwaioas év kaip® TOV €ipuov TobTOV
xakds Oietéfn. Tov 8¢ rawpov kal TOV Gpov
’
Sibwaw 1) Piois, wore pév xal 1) idla, STav-év
vipa, wdvrws 8¢ 7 TEY Ghwv, s TOV wepdY
peTaBarovTwv veapos del kal dxuatos 6 cUuTas
koopos Siapéver. xalov O¢ dei wav xali dpaiov
\ / ~ o L4 < / ~ 14
70 cvupépor T She. 1) odvkaTdmavais Tod Biov
’
éxdoTe od kaxov uév, 8Ti 008 alaxpov, elmep kai
ampoaipetov xal ovkx drxowdvnrov: dyabov &,
elmep TG A Kalpiov kal cvupépov kal cuudeps-
pevov. obtw yap xai OeopopnTos 6 pepouevos
~ \
kata Tavta Oed kal éml TavTa TH veuy
depopevos.
l ’ ~ ~ 14 4 3y \
k8. Tpia Tadra 8el mpoyxetpa éxew émi
\ LA ~ b / Y A 4 b 4 A (4 A
MEV @V TrOLELS, €L UNTE €LKY) MI)TE AAA®S 1) @S Qv
4 ’ > \ 9y ’ y \ ~ v
9 8len alry) évipynoev: éml 8¢ TdV éfwbev oup-
Bawidvtwv, 8t dTor xarT émiTuyiav 7 kaTd

1 ii. 15 etc. 2 ¢p. Lucian, Scyth. ad fin. 3 ix. 21.
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of it,! and that is in thy power. Efface thy opinion
then, as thou mayest do at will, and lo, a great
calm! Like a mariner that has turned the head-
land thou findest all at set-fair and a halcyon sea.?

23. Any single form of activity, be it what
it may, ceasing in its own due season, suffers no
ill because it hath ceased, nor does the agent
suffer in that it hath ceased to act.® Similarly
then if life, that sum total of all our acts, cease in its
own good time, it suffers no ill from this very fact,
nor is he in an ill plight who has brought this chain
of acts to an end in its own due time. The due
season and the terminus are fixed by Nature, at times
even by our individual nature, as when in old age, but
in any case by the Universal Nature, the constant
change of whose parts keeps the whole Universe
ever youthful4 and in its prime. All that is ad-
vantageous to the Whole is ever fair and in its
bloom. The ending of life then is not only no
evil to the individual—for it brings him no disgrace,
if in fact it be both outside our choice and not
inimical to the general weal—but a good, since it is
timely for the Universe, bears its share in it and is
borne along with it.® For then is he, who is borne
along on the same path as God, and borne in his
judgment towards the same things, indeed a man
god-borne.”

24. Thou must have these three rules ready for
use. Firstly, not to do anything, that thou doest,
aimlessly,® or otherwise than as Justice herself would
have acted ; and to realize that all that befalls thee
from without is due either to Chance or to Providence,

7 Epict, ii. 16, § 42: wpds Tdv Oedv &vaBAéyas eimelv, duo-
yvouovd cou. 8 jv. 2; viii. 17 ; ix. 28.
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! The living soul was supposed by the Stoics to be received
at birth, see Plut. de Placit. Phil. v.15, and Stoic. Contr. 38 ;
and for a reputed conversation on this subject between
Marcus and the rabbi Jehuda, see Talmud, Sanh. 91 b
(Jewish Encycl. Funk & Wagnalls, 1802).

2 vii. 48 ; ix. 30.

3 ¢p. Lucian, Charon (throughout). What Marcus means
by évaépior and évai8épior (or the neuters of these) is not
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nor hast thou any call to blame Chance or to impeach
Providence. Secondly this: to think what each crea-
ture is from conception till it receives a living soul,
and from its receptlon of a living soul till its giving
back of the'same,! and out of what it is built up and
into what it is dissolved. Thirdly, that if carried
suddenly into mid-heaven thou shouldest look down
upon human affairs? and their infinite diversity, [
thou wilt indeed despise them, seeing at the same |
time in one view how great is the host that peoples/
the air and the aether around thee ; and that, however’
often thou wert lifted up on high, thou wouldst
see the same sights, everything identical in kind,
everything fleeting. Besides, the vanity of it all!

25. Overboard with opinion4 and thou art safe
ashore. And who is there prevents thee from
throwing it overboard ?

26. In taking umbrage at anything, thou forgettest
this, that everything happens in accordance with the
Universal Nature 5; and this, that the wrong-doing is
another’s®; and this furthermore that all that happens,
always did happen,” and will happen so, and is at
this moment happening everywhere. ~And—thou
forgettest_ how streng is the kinship between man
and mankind, for it is a community net of corpuscles,
of seed or blood, but of intelligence.?8 And thou
forgettest this too, that each man’s intelligence is
God ? and has emanated from Him ; and this, that
nothing is a man’s very own, but that his babe, his
clear. But cp. Apul. de deo Socr., circa med., and his disqui-
sition on 3afuoves ; and the interesting parallel 2 Kings vi. 17.

4iv. 75 vii. 17, 29 ; viii. 29; ix. 7; xii. 22

5v810 % ix. 38. 7 vii. L. & i 1.

Eur Frag. 1007, & vovs ydp nuav ot v éxdoTy
Oeés Clc T'usc. i. 26, § 65.
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1 Aobotos Aovwos PA. Perhaps we should read Lucius
Lucullus, who would be a typical instance.
2 év OimAfg Barberini.

i, 3. 2 xii. 8, 22 ete. 3 ji. 14; xii. 8.
4 vi. 47 ; viii. 25; x. 31.
t ¢cp. Pers. v. 132: cinis et manes et fabula fies.
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body, his very soul came forth from Him1!; and
this, that everything is but opinion?; and this,
that it is only the present moment that a man
lives and the present moment only that he loses.?

27. Let thy mind dwell continually on those who
have shewn unmeasured resentment at things, who
have been conspicuous above others for honours or
disasters or enmities or any sort of special lot. Then
consider, Where is all that now?* Smoke and dust
and a legend or not a legend even.5 Take any
instance of the kind—Fabius Catullinus in the
country, Lusius Lupus in his gardens, Stertinius
at Baiae, Tiberius in Capreae, and Velius Rufus—in
fact a craze for any thing whatever arrogantly ¢
indulged. How worthless is everything so in-
ordinately desired! How much more worthy of a
philosopher is it for a man without any artifice to
shew himself in the sphere assigned to him just,
temperate, and a follower of the Gods. For the
conceit that is conceited of its freedom from conceit
is the most insufferable of all.?

28. If any ask, Where hast thou seen the Gods or
how hast thou satisfied thyself of their existence that
thou art so devout a worshipper?® 1 answer: In the
first place, they are even visible to the eyes.? In
the next, I have not seen my own soul either, yet I
honour it.1® So then from the continual proofs of
their power I am assured that Gods also exist and I
reverence them.

8 For ofnos see Epict. i. 8, § 6.

7 See the story of Plato and Diogenes, Diog. Laert. vi. 2, § 4.

8 ¢p. Dio 71. 34§ 2.

9 The stars were Gods in the Stoic view. c¢p. above viii.

19, and Sen. de Benef. iv. 8.
10 Theoph. Ad Autol. i. 2 and 5.
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3 viii, 57.
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29. Salvation in life depends on our seeing every-
thing in its entirety and and its reality, in its Matter
and its Cause!: on our doing what is just and
speaking what is true with all our soul. What
remains but to get delight of life by dovetailing
one good act? on to another so as not to leave the
smallest gap between ?

30. There is one Light of the Sun, even though
its continuity be broken by walls, mountains,® and
countless other things. There is one common
Substance, even though it be broken up into
countless bodies individually characterized. There is
one Soul, though it be broken up among countless

natures and &% individual limitations. There is .

one Intelligent Soul, though it seem to be divided.
Of the things mentioned, however, all the other
parts, such as Breath, are the material Substratum of
things,* devoid of sensation and the ties of mutual
affinity—yet even they are knit together by the

faculty of intelligence and the gravitation which -

draws them together. But the mind is peculiarly
impelled towards what is akin to it, and coalesces
with it, and there is no break in the feeling of social
fellowship.

31. What dost thou ask for? Continued existence ?
But what of sensation? . Of desire? Of growth?
Of the use of speech? The exercise of thought?
Which of these, thinkest thou, is a thing to long
for? But if these things are each and all of no
account, address thyself to a final endeavour to
follow Reason and to follow God.> But it militates
against this to prize such things, and to grieve if
death comes to deprive us of them.

4 With an alteration of stops these words may mean such

a8 Breath and Matter, are devoid of sensation.
5 vii. 31 ; xii. 27. 339
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32. How tiny a tragment of the boundless abyss
of Time has been appointed to each man!! For
in a moment it is lost in eternity. And how tiny
a part of the Universal Substance!? How tiny of
the Universal Soul! And on how tiny a clod of
the whole Earth dost thou crawl! Keeping all
these things in mind, think nothing of moment
save to do what thy nature leads thee to do,
and to bear what the Universal Nature brings
thee.’

33. How does the ruling Reason treat itself?4
That is the gist of the whole matter. All else,
be it in thy choice or not, is but as dust and
smoke.b

34. Most efficacious in instilling a contempt for
death is the fact that those who count pleasure a
good and pain an evil have nevertheless contemned
it.8

35. Not even death can bring terror to him who
regards that alone as good which comes in due
season,’” and to whom it is all one whether his acts
in obedience to right reason are few or many, and
a matter of indifference whether he look upon the
world for a longer or a shorter time.?

36. Man, thou hast been a citizen in this World-
City,? what matters it to thee if for five years or
a hundred? For under its laws equal treatment
is meted out to all. What hardship then is there in
being banished from the city, not by a tyrant or an
unjust judge but by Nature who settled thee in it?

6 ¢.9. Otho, Petronius, and Epicurus, for whose famous
syllogism on death see Aul. Gell. ii. 8; Diog. Laert. Epic.
xxxi. § 2, and ¢p. Bacon’s Essay ‘‘On Death.”

7 x. 20 ; xii. 23. 8 jii. 7; xii. 36.

9 ii. 16 iii. 11; iv. 4.
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So might a praetor who commissions a comic actor,
dismiss him from the stage. But I have not played
my five acls, bul only three. Very possibly, but in
life three acts count as a full play.! For he, that
is responsible for thy composition originally and thy
dissolution now, decides when it is complete.
But thou art responsible for neither. Depart then
with a good grace, for he that dismisses thee is
gracious. '
1 jii. 8; xi. 1; Epict. Man 17.
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THE SPEECHES OF MARCUS

INTRODUCTION

Marcus learnt from Rusticus to  eschew rhetoric and
fine language ”’ ! and thanked the Gods that ¢‘ he had not
made more progress in his rhetorical studies,” 2 but the
Greek in which he clothed his Thoughts shews that he had
made some progress in them, and Dio says he was
¢¢ practised in the principles of rhetoric.”3 .

Only three speeches, purporting to be by Marcus, have
come down to us. It is not certain how far we can accept
them as guthentic. The first is reported by Dio Cassius,
who was twenty at the time of its delivery, and as he
lived at Rome, and afterwards held high office in the
state, he had ample sources of information. He ex-
pressly states that Marcus read this address to the
soldiers on the rebellion of Cassius, and being written it
was more likely to have been preserved verbatim. It
cannot be denied that the speech has touches character-
istic of Marcus, but of course these might have been
purposely introduced by a skilful forger. On the other
hand the style is rather rhetorical and artificial and more
in keeping with Dio’s known proclivities. Still there is a
dignity and restraint, not sttogether unworthy of the
occasion, noticeable throughout. Unfortunately it only
comes to us in the epitome of Xiphilinus, and we do not
know how far he has curtailed it, and it certainly seems

1 See above, i. 7; Fronto, De Elogq. 3.
2 See above, i. 17, § 4. 3 Dio, 71. 35, §1.
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too short for such an occasion. In any case it must have
been delivered in Latin.

The last remark applies also to the dying speech of
Marcus as given by Herodian, another contemporary
authority, but one who was fond of composing suitable
speeches for his characters when what they had actually
said was not recoverable. The shortness of this speech
may be said to be in its favour, as the Emperor was in
the last stages of his illness. The opening words are
perhaps too plaintive and personal, but the remainder is
natural and appropriate. The last few words of such a
ruler and friend must have impressed his hearers and
may well have been taken down at the time. Still it is
strange that there is no hint of this speech in the
description of the last scene given by Capitolinus.!

The third speech, from the ‘‘ Life of Avidius Cassius”
by Gallicanus, is much less likely to be genuine. That
particular piece of work is full of suspected material, and
Marius Maximus, from whom this speech is probably
taken, though a contemporary, is not a trustworthy
authority, while the diction and absurd rhetoric of the
missive, for it was a speech sent to the Senate and not
delivered in it, are decidedly against its genuineness.

1 Who here uses as his authority ‘ The last great historian
of Rome " ; see Das Kaiserhaus der Antonine und der Letzte
Historiker Roms, Otto Th. Schulz, p. 128, who thinks the
anonymous writer may have been Lollius Urbicus. See
Lampr. Vit. Diadum. ix. 2.
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Speech to the Army on the news of the Revolt of Cassius,
175 a.pn.

Marcus, learning of the revolt from Verus, the Gover-
nor of Cappadocia, kept the news secret for a time, but
as the soldiers were both greatly perturbed by the rumour
and were freely discussing it, he called them together and
read the following speech :

¢¢It is not, O fellow soldiers, to give way to resentment
or lamentations that 1 am come before you. For what
avails it to be wroth with the Divinity that can do what-
ever pleaseth Him ? Still, perbaps, they that are un-
deservedly unfortunate cannot but bewail their lot ; and
that is the case with me now. For it is surely a terrible
thing for us to be engaged in wars upon wars; surely
it is shocking to be involved even in civil strife, and
surely it is more than terrible and more than shocking
that there is no faith to be found among men, and that
I have been plotted against by one whom I held most
dear and, although I had done no wrong and com-
mitted no transgression, have been forced into a conflict
against my will. For what rectitude shall be held safe,
what friendship be any longer deemed secure, seeing that
this has befallen me? Has not Faith utterly perished,
and good Hope perished with it ? Yet I had counted it a
slight thing, had the danger been mine alone—for assuredly
I was not born immortal—but now that there has heen a
defection, or rather a revolt, in the state, and the war
comes home to all of us equally, I would gladly, had it
been possible, have invited Cassius to argue the question
out before you or before the Senate, and willingly with-
out a contest have made way for him in the supreme
power, had that seemed expedient for the common weal.
For it is only in the public interest that I continue to
incur toil and danger, and have spent so much time here
beyond the bounds of Italy, an old man as I now am
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1 He was 54. cp. Thoughts, i. 17, § 6; ii. 2, 6.

2 Yet five years more of this anxious and strenuous life
were to be his. ¢p. Dio, 71, 22, § 3.

3 Martius Verus. Suidas credits him with tact, slimness,
and warlike ability. He gave Marcus the first news of
the revolt. 4 cp. Medsit. ix. 42.
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and an ailing, unable to take food without pain, or sleep
without care.

‘“But since Cassius would never agree to meet me for
this purpose—for what faith could he have in me who kept
so ill his faith to me ?—you, my fellow soldiers, must in
any case be of good cheer. For never, I take it, have
Cilicians and Syrians and Jews and Egyptians been a
match for you, and never will be, no, not though their
muster was as many thousand times more numerous than
yours as it is now less. Nor need even Cassius himself,
ever 80 good a commander though he is reputed to be, and
credited with many successful campaigns, be held of any
great account at the present crisis. For an eagle at the
head of daws makes no formidable foe, nor a lion at the
head of fawns, and as for the Arabian war and the great
Parthian war, it was you, not Cassius, who brought them
to a successful end. Moreover, even if he has won dis-
tinction by his Parthian campaigns, you too have Verus,
who has won not less but even far more victories, and
made greater acquisitions than he.

‘“But perhaps even now, learning that I am alive, he
has repented of his action ; for surely it was only because
he believed me dead, that he acted thus. But if he still
maintain his opposition, yet when he learns that we are
indeed marching against him, he will doubtless take a
different view both from dread of you and from reverence
for me. I at any rate, fellow soldiers, have but one fear— .
for I will tell you the whole truth—that either he should
take his own life from very shame of coming into our
presence, or that another should slay him, learning both
that I shall come and that Iam actually setting out against
him. For great is the prize of war and of victory—a
prize such as no one among men has ever won—of
which I shall be deprived. And what is that ? To forgive
a man who has done wrong, to be still a friend to one
who has trodden friendship underfoot, to continue faithful
to one who has broken faith. What I say may perhaps
seem to you incredible, but you must not disbelieve it ;
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xphoaoba.”— Dio, 71. 24-26, § 4.

Ex Oratione Marci Antonini (ad Senatum missa).

‘¢ Habetis igitur p.c., pro gratulatione victoriae generum
meum consulem, Pompeianum? dico, cuius aetas olim
remuneranda fuerat consulatu, nisi viri fortes interven-
issent, quibus reddi debuit, quod a re publica debebatur.
Nunc quod ad defectionem Cassianam pertinet, vos oro
atque obsecro, p.c., ut censura vestra deposita meam
pietatem clementiamque servetis, immo- vestram, neque
quemquam unum senatus occidat. Nemo senatorum pun-
iatur, nullius fundatur viri nobilis sanguis, deportati
redeant, proscripti bona recipiant. Utinam possem mul-
tatos etiam ab inferis excitare! Non enim umquam
placet in imperatore vindicta sui doloris, quae si iustior
fuerit, acrior videtur. Quare filiis Avidii Cassii et genero
et uxori veniam dabitis. Et quid dico veniam? Cum illi
nihil fecerint. Vivant igitur securi scientes sub Marco
vivere. Vivantin patrimonio parentum pro parte donato,’
auro, argento, vestibus fruantur, sint securi, sint vagi et

1 cp. Medit. vi. 2.

2 Incorrect. This Pompeianus was consul in 173. In 176
Claud. Pompeianus Quintianus, who married the daughter of
Verus and Lucilla (see Dio 72. 4, § 4), was cons. suff. As for
the victory, there had been no battle, but Cassius after “a
three months’ dream, of empire” was assassinated by one of
his own soldiers.
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for, I take it, all that is good has not vanished utterly
from among men, but there still remains among us a vestige
of _E_‘_j?n%ﬂ;tue. But if any be incredulous, the ﬁe’ft%?‘
even on that account is my desire that he should with his
own eyes see actually done that which no man would
believe could be done. For this would be the only gain
I could get from my present troubles, if I were able to
bring the matter to an honourable conclusion, and show
to all the world that even civil war can be dealt with on
right principles.” !

From a Speech of Marcus Antoninus (sent to the Senate).

““In return, then, for your congratulations on our
victory, Conscript Fathers, you have as consul my son-
in-law Pompeianus, whose mature years should long ago
have been rewarded with a consulship had not other
brave men had prior claims for recognition from the state.
Now with regard to the rebellion of Cassius, I beg and
beseech you, Conscript Fathers, to lay aside all thoughts
of severity and safeguard my or rather your humanit
and clemency, and let no single person be put to deat
by the Senate. Let no Senator be punished, the blood
of no man of noble birth be spilt ; let the exiles return,
the proscribed recover their goods. Would that I could
recall the condemned also from the Shades! For revenge
for his own wrongs never sits well on an emperor ; the
more it is deserved, the more severe it seems. So
you must pardon the sons of Avidius Cassius, and his
son-in-law, and his wife. But why do I say ‘‘pardon,”
since they have done no wrong? Let them live, then,
in security, knowing that they live under Marcus. Let
them live on their patrimony proportionately divided ;
let them enjoy their gold, their silver, their raiment ;

1 Or, made a right use of.

3 Capit. Vit. Marc. xxvi. 11, 12: filii Cassii et amplius
media parte acceperunt paterni patrimonii et auro atque
argento adiuti.
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liberi, et per ora omnium ubique populorum circumferant
meae, circumferant vestrae pietatis exemplum. Nec
magna haec est, p.c., clementia, veniam proscriptorum
liberis et conmiugibus dari: ego vero a vobis pcto, ut
conscios senatorii ordinis et equestris a caede, a pro-
scriptione, a timore, ab infamia, ab invidia, et postremo
ab omni vindicetis iniuria ! detisque hoc meis temporibus,
ut in causa tyrannidis qui in tumultu cecidit, probetur
occisus. "—Vuleat, Vit. Avid. Cass. xii.

Svykakéoas Tovs pilovs Saot Te wapijcay TéY cuyyevdv kai
70» maida karagTnaduevos, éredy mdvres auviiAov, navyi Tob
, f e o , .
akipmolos kovpicas éavrdv Towovtwr Ndywy fpfaro

- * .
“YAxBealar pév Dpas ép’ ols 6paré pe Siaxeipevov, bavpaorov
obdér Piger Te yip 16 dvbpdmwov é\eewdv? év Tais Taw
~ b
opopihwy ovpopais, Td Te Sewva Um' SYnuv meadvra olkroy
-~ ’ 2 \ ’ \ < ’ > ¢ -~
mpokaeirar peiova. épot 8¢ Ti kai wAéoy vmdpyxew map’ Vv
» 3 \ 3 A 1 A €~ k] ’
olopar éx yap &v adrds Sudketpar wpos vpds, duotBaiayv edvoiav
elkotws fAmika. viy 8¢ kaipds elkaipos éuol te aig@écbar pi
pdmy mpds dpds TogouTov Xpovov Tiuiv Te kai gmoudiy Kata-
~ €~ 3 -~ ’ ’ L) € __\ 3 7
refeioar, piv Te dmodovvas xdpw Seifacw Gri Imep &v ériyere
.3 3 ~ ¢ _~ ’ A £ 1 > \ 3 7
ovKk duvnpoveite. Opare 81 pos Tov Vidy, by alrol dveBpéyraaie,
dpre Tijs pepaxiov Hhixias émiBaivovra,’ kat Seduevov Homwep év
xepdve kai {dAn Tov xvBepvnadvrav, py woi Pepduevos v’

1 This frigid rhetoric does not savour of Marcus.

2 Pity was scouted by the sterner Stoics; but see Medit.
ii. 13. .

3 Commodus would be nineteen, but peipd means
a boy of fourteen or fifteen. Would &woBalvorra, unless
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let them be unmolested, let them be free to come and go
as they please, and let them bear witness among all
peoples everywhere to my humanity and yours. Nor is
this any great clemency, O Conscript Fathers, that the
children and wives of the proscribed should be pardoned :
but what I ask of you is that you should shield all
accomplices of Cassius among the Senators or Knights
from death, proscription, apprehension, degradation,
hatred, and in fact from all injury, and grant this glo;
to my reign, that in a rebellion against the throne death
shou{d overtake only those who have fallen in the revolt.”

R

The Last Words of Marcus.

Calling together his friends and as many of his relations
as were at hand, and setting his child before them,
when all had come together, he raised himself gently
on his pallet-bed, and began to speak as follows :

‘‘That you should be grieved at seeing me in this state
is not surprising, for it is natural to mankind to pity the
misfortunes of their kinsfolk, and the calamities which
fall under our own eyes call forth greater compassion.
But I think that something even more will be forthcoming
from you to me; for the consciousness of my feelings
towards you has led me to hope for a recompense of good-
will from you., But now the time is well-timed both for
me to learn that I have not lavished love and esteem
upon you in vain for all these years, and for you by
showing your gratitude to prove that you are not un-
mindful of the benefits you have received. You see here
my son, whose bringing-up has been in your own hands, just
embarking upon the age of manhood and, like a ship amid
storm and breakers, in need of those who shall guide the

" helm, lest in his want of experience of the right course

it clashes with the metaphor that follows, meet the
difficulty ?
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irehobs s TGy Bed , ;1 Sha emernded
drehods Tis Téy dedvrwy éumepias! és Padha émirndeipura
wpoaapaxli. yéveae 8 olv abrd Dpets dvl’ évds épod marépes
pogapax8i. yéveabe 8 olv airg ip {poi marép
moAoi, mepiémovTés Te kai Ta dpiata ovpPovAelovres. obre
yap xpnpdrev whijfos oddév atrapkes wpds Tupavvidos dxpar-
{av, olre Bopupdpwv ¢povpa ixav) Piecas Tov dpyovra, €
pi) wpovmdpyet ) TV Umnxowy elvoia. pdAiora 8¢ éxetvor és
3 ol ol 3 8’ 2 -4 Al ’ 3 3 ’

apxiis pijkos dewdvves flacav,? 8oos puy PpéBov é§ dudmros,
wéhov 8¢ Tiis alrdv xpnoTéTnTes Tals TdY dpyopévev Yruxais
2.7 > \ ¢ 3 y 7 ’ > » [ \
évéorafav. ob yap of éf dvdykns Sovhelovres dAN’ oi pera
wefois Dmakolovres dvumomrot kai éfw kolakelas mwpogmwoLyTov
8pdvrés Te kal mdoyovres darehoiow, kai ovdé more dpnwidl-
ovow, fiv py Bia kai UBpes émt tovto dxbwor. xakewoy 3¢
perpidoar Te kai opoy émibevar émibupiats Umnperovons é€-
ovgias. Totaira 81 aupBovhevovres adre, kai Hv drovel wapdy
Umopviokovres, Uuiv Te abrois kal mdgw dapioTov dmodeifere
Bao\éa, T Te épfi pvipn xapieicbe Ta péyiora, odTw Te
povas didiov?® almyy woijoar Suwnoeobe.”—Herodian, i. 4, § 2.

! Dio (72. 1. 1) says Commodus was by nature &xaxos, but
from too great awmAdrys (cp. 71. 22. 3) and cowardice easily
influenced by his entourage, and was thus by ignorance led
into bad ways. See also Julian, Conviv. 429. 14.

* ¢p, Vule. Gall. Vit. Cass. viii. 3.
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he should be dashed upon the rock of evil habits. Be ye
therefore to him many fathers in the place of me, his one
father, taking care of him and giving him the best counsel.
For neither can any wealth, however abundant, suffice
for the incontinence of a tyranny, nor a bodyguard be
strong enough to protect the ruler, unless he has first of
all the good-will of the governed. For those rulers
complete a long course of sovranty without danger
who instil into the hearts of their subjects not fear by
their cruelty, but love by their goodness. For it is not
those who serve as slaves under compulsion, but those
who are obedient from persuasion, that are above suspicion,
and continue doing and being done by without any cloak
of flattery, and never show restiveness unless driven to it
by violence and outrage. And it is difficult to check and
put a justlimit to our desires when Power is their minister.
By giving my son then such advice, and bringing to his
memory what he now hears with his own ears, you will
render him both for yourselves and all mankind the best
of kings, and you will do my memory the greatest of
services, and thus alone be enabled to make it immortal.”

3 This aspiration does not tally with the repeated denuncia-
tions of fame in the Meditations iii. 10; iv. 19, 33, =f 3¢
xal &rTwv SAws 1d hefuvnoTov; Aoy kevdy.
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THE SAYINGS OF MARCUS

INTRODUCTION

NorHING lets us into the secret of a man’s character
better than little anecdotes about him, and even seemingly
trivial sayings uttered by him without any thoughts of a
listening posterity. Unfortunately few such reminiscences
of Marcus are extant, but the little that remains will be
found to throw some light on a character which it has
become too much the fashion to accuse of feebleness,
criminal complaisance and inefficiency on the one hand,
and on the other of harshness and cruelty. No support
is given here to either of these mutually destructive
views of a personality that was a striking combination of
‘sweetness and gravity,’! of mildness and tenacity, of
justice and mercy. We see a truly religious man who
{ived up to his creed,? a tempered Stoicism.

1 Medit. i. 15. . :
2 Dio 71. 30, § 2; Phil. Vit. Soph. ii. 11 (p. 242 Kayser) ;
C.IL. ii. 6278 = Eph. Epigr. vii. 385.
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(1) Capit. iv. 7. -

Post hoc patrimonium paternum sorori! totum con-
cessit, cam eum ad divisionem mater vocaret, respondit-
que ‘“ avi bonis se esse contentum,” addens ‘“ ut et mater,
si vellet, in sororem suum patrimonium conferret, ne
inferior esset soror marito.” 2 :

(2) Capit. v. 3, 4.

Ubi autem comperit se ab Hadriano 3 adoptatum, magis
est deterritus quam laetatus, iussusque in Hadriani priv-
atam domum migrare invitus de maternis hortis ¢ recessit.
Cumque ab eo domestici quaererent, cur tristis in adopt-
ionem regiam transiret, disputavit ‘‘ quae mala in se
contineret imperium.”

(38) Capit. xxvii. 7.
Sententia Platonis ® semper in ore illius fuit, * Florere
civitates, si aut philosophi imperarent aut imperantes
philosopharentur.”

(4) Dio 71. 34, § 4 = Suidas sub voce Mdpros.
Ei pév mis xpnorov 1 émparrev, émpjves kai Expyro és éxeivo
abr$,® oy 8¢ érépwv ob mpooemoieiro, Néywr 81 “ mosjoar pév

1 His only sister Cornificia. 2 Ummidius Quadratus.

2 Schulz supplies Antonino auctore before Hadriano.

4 These ‘“ Gardens,” that is, Lucilla’s private residence in
its own private grounds, were probably on the Caelian hill.

5 Plato, Rep. 473 D, quoted also by Cicero in his letter to
his brother Quintus, de provincia administranda.

6 A lesson learnt from Pius ; see above, i. 16, § 6.
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@

AFTER this! he gave up to his sister all that he had in-
herited from his father, though his mother invited him to
share it equally, and replied that he was content with being
his grandfather's heir, adding that his mother too, if she
were willing, should bestow her property upon his sister,
that his sister might be on an equality with her husband.

@)
When however he learnt that he had been adopted
by Hadrian, he was more abas than pleased, and

when bidden to migrate to Hadrian’s private house, he
left his mother’s mansion with regret. And when the
household asked him why he took his adoption into the
royal house so sadly, he enlarged upon the evils insepar-
able from sovran power.

®
The sentence of Plato was for ever on his lips: Well
was 1t for states, if either philosophers were rulers or rulers
philosophers.? +

(4)
If anyone did anything excellent, he praised him and
utilized him for that, but did not expect other things
from him, saying, It is impossible to make men exactly as

1 About 136 A.p., when Marcus was 15.

2 Aur. Victor (De Caes. xv. 3) applies the saying to Pius.
Justin was well advised therefore in his Apology (i. 3),
addressed to Pius and Marcus, in quoting the similar
aphorism : ¥pn xov xal Tis T@¥ xaAalwy &v uh of &pxovTes piro-
gopfigwas kal of &pxduevor, obx kv el Tas wéAeis eddatuoviioar.
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T &vﬂpa'movs omoiovs Bov'kenu gxuv ddUvardy éar,! Tois 8¢
81, obot mpoaiikel, és & T dv Tis alTav T KowP xpioLpos
7, xpliaba.”

(5) Capit. xxit. 3, 4.

Semper cum optimatibus non solum bellicas res sed
etiam civiles, priusquam faceret aliquid, contulit. Deni-
que sententia illius praecipua semper haec fuit: ‘¢ Aequius
est, ut ego tot talium amicorum 2 consilium sequar, quam
ut tot tales amici meam unius voluntatem sequantur.”

(6) Dio, 71. 29, § 3.

Oirw ye woppo wavros Povov kabeiorikes dore kai Nedvra
Tiva 3e8idaypévov dvBpdmovs éalieww éxéhevuoe pév émaxbivar

3 , P o s A 9. ™ ,
almoapévov Tob Snpov, olire 8¢ éxeivov eldev aiire TOv Sidaoka:
Nov abrov JAevbépwae, kaimep émi woAd Tav dvfpomwy éyxe-
pévov ol, dA\a kat knpuxfijvar wpogérafev Gri ““ ol8év dfiov
é\evlepias memoinker,” 3

(7) Capit. zix. 8.
De qua (sc. Faustina) cum diceretur Antonino Marco,
ut eam repudiaret, si non occideret, dixisse fertur: ¢‘Si

1 See above, ix. 42, and cp. vii. 7.

2 Amici was a usual name for the Concilium, or Privy
Council, of the Emperor, a body of advisers first organized
by Hadmm, and they may be meant here. Of a difficult
case, where his own interests were involved, Marcus says to
Fronto (A2 Caes. i. 17): “ Duas res animo meo carissimas
secutus sum, rationem veram et sententiam tuam. Di velint,
ut semper quod agam, secundo iudicio tuo agam.”

3 The jurist Paulus (Dig. x1. 9. 17) tells us that Ma.rcua
‘¢ prohibuit ex acclamatione populi manumittere”; cp.
Cod. vii. 11. 3. Fronto (Ad Caes. i. 8) seems toxmply that
Pius was more indulgent in this matter.
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one wishes them to be, but it i3 dur duty to utilize them,
such as they are, for any service in which they can be useful
to the common weal. :

(%)

Not only in military but also in civil affairs, before
doing anything, he always consulted the chief men of
the State. In fact this was ever a favourite saying of
his : It is fairer that I should follow the advice of Friends
30 many and so wise, than that Friends so wise and so
many should follow my single will.!

()

So averse from all bloodshed was his disposition that,
though at the people’s request he allowed a lion trained
to devour men to be introduced into the arena, yet he
not only refused to look at it himself or to enfranchize its
trainer, in spite of a persistent demonstration of the
audience against him, but even had it proclaimed that
the man had done nothing to deserve freedom.?

)
When it was said to Marcus Antoninus of his wife,
that he should divorce her, if he did not slay her, he is
reported to have said, If we dismiss the wife, let us also

1 ¢p. Capit. xi. 10, where we are told that Marcus
consulted his praefecti (i.e. praetorio) and relied esp-
ecially on the jurist Scaevola. In the Digest he cal
Rusticus, Volusius Maecianus and Salvius Julianus amics.
A maxim of his was Blush not to be helped (Medit. vii. 7);
¢p. also Fronto, Ad Caes. i. 17, ‘post consultationem
amicorum.” .

2 Yet his bias towards the enfranchisement of slaves was
notorious. See Digest, xxxviii. 4. 3: ““ quod videlicet favore
constituit libertatis.”
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uxorem dimittimus, reddamus et dotem.””! Dos autem
quid habebatur nisi imperium, quod ille ab socero
volente Hadriano adoptatus acceperat.

(8) Digest w. 2. 13 = alviii. 7. 7 (Callistratus).

Cum Marcianus diceret, ‘‘ Vim nullam feci,” Caesar
dixit, ¢‘ Tu vim putas solum si homines vulnerentur ? Vis
est et tunc quotiens quis id, quod deberi putat, non per
iudicem reposcit. Non puto autem nec verecundiae nec
dignitati nec pietati tuae convenire quicquam non iure
facere.” )

(9) Galen, xiv. 6568 (Ktihn).
Té 3¢ Hetfordw ? elmev ““ latpov Exew évu kai Todrov éNevd-
epov,” wdvy BieTéNet Te wept €pod Néywv del ‘‘tov pév larpov
mpoToY < pe> elvat Tév 3¢ Pihoodpwr pdvoy.”

(10) Dio, 71. 3. 3 = Fragm. Dind. v. p. 206.
=Zonaras xii. 2.

Kairo. 8¢ loxvpordrov dydvos kai Aaumpds vikns yeyevn-
péws, duws 6 abrokpdrwp alrnbeis wapa Tév oTpariwrdy odk
&wxe xpnpara, abrod roiro elmdy ot *‘ Gow dv wheiov wapa To
kafearnrds AdBwat, ToiTo ék Tov aiparos TGV Te yovéwy aPav
Kkai TOV ovyyevdy éomempdferat: wepl ydp Tos Tiis avrapyias 6

! The same thing had been said long before by Burrhus to
Nero of his wife Octavia, and in that case was applicable,
but it was not so in this, and besides Marcus was devoted to
his wife to the last. See above, i. 17, § 7 ; Capit. xxvi. 4 ff. ;
Dio, 71. 30, § 1.

2 One of the court physicians, who had been utterly wron
in their diagnosis of the illness of Marcus, while Galen ha
accurately divined it by merely feeling the patient’s pulse.
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surrender the dowry. But what was meant by the dowry
if not the Empire, which he had received when adopted
by his father-in-law at Hadrian’s wish ?!

(®

When Marcianus said, ‘‘I have done no violence,”
Caesar said, Do you think that violence is shewn only if
men are wounded ¢ There 13 violence then also, whenever a
man demands back what he thinks due to him otherwise
than by judicial process. But I do not think it consistent
with either your modesty or your dignity or your loyalty to
the state that you should do anything except legally.

®
And he said to Peitholaus that he had but one physician
and he was a free man, and he went on to say repeatedly
about me that I was the first of physicians and the only
philosopher.?

(10)

And yet, though a most stubborn contest had been
followed by a brilliant victory, nevertheless, when peti-
tioned by the soldiers, the Emperor refused to give them
a largess, saying only this, that the more they received
beyond their fized pay, the more would be wrung from the
life-blood of their parents and kinsfolk; for in the matter

! Marcus did not receive the Empire through Pius, but by
Hadrian’s direct nomination. The latter arranied for Marcus
to marry Fabia, the sister of Lucius Commodus, but Piusbroke
this arrangement in favour of his own daughter Faustina.
She inherited an immense patrimonium from her father for
Marcus.

2 Galen was one of the most remarkable men of ancient
times.
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©eds pdvov xpivew Suvarar”! olrw kai cwppives xal éyxpar-
s abraov fipxev Hare, xaimep év TooovTois kai THAikoUTOLS
wolépats B, undév €fw Tov mpogikovros pnr’ éx xolakelas
elmetv pnt’ éx poBov mworjjrar.?

(11) Philostratus, Vit. Soph. 4. 1, p. 242, Kayser.

‘Ymd rovrov 8y Tov wdfovs Exppwv 6 ‘Hpwdys eyévero kai
mwapiiAfev és 76 Baotheiov Sixaariptov 3 oire Evvous kai favdrov
épdv. mwapeNboy yap kabioraro és SiaBolas Tob alroxpdropos
o08¢ axnparicas Tov Ndyov, s eixds v dvdpa yeyvuvaouévov
Tijs Towdode i8éas peraxepicacbac Ty éavrod xoAqy, dAN’
annykoniapévy T YAoTT) Kal yupvy] Siereivero Néywy “ Tavrd
pos i) Aoukiov £evia, dv oy pow Emepyras: G0ev dixdlers, yovai
pe kai tperel wadip xatrayapildpevos.” Baoaaiov 8¢ Tov
memotevpévov 76 Eigos Odvaror adrg Proavros 6 ‘Hpddys
“d Ngare,” épn, ‘“yépwr dhiya poBeitar.” 6 pév odv dmijAbe
Tot 8ikaoTnplov elmdv Tavra kai peréwpov karaleiyras woAd
Tov U8aros,* fueis 8¢ Tov émdnws 7@ Mdprew Pihooodr-
Oévrov xai Ta wepi T ikny TavTyy fydpeba- od yap fuviyaye

1 The other version has : 70 8¢ xpdros Tijs abrapxfas odx &v
Tois oTpaTidTais GAN &v 7§ O€§ keiTar.

2 ¢p. Aristides (4d Reg. § 116, Jebb.) : xal uhw 7& pev wpds
woAeulovs &vdpelots woAAois Inijpte yevéalar, Sxd & Tov TPpeTépwy
oTpaTiwTdy abrobs Bpxeclar <pudAAov> A xpareiv: & 3¢ obrw
padlws éxpd1noe kal xaTeoThioaro, HaTe woOAAGY iy kal &welpwy
Svrwv Tov Sedoubvov abrois, xalexdv 8¢ xal poBepiy €l uy
TogabTa AapBdvev, obx dxniinge (MS dwnite) Tads éwibuulas
abT@V KT, - : : : e

3 The trial took place at Sirmium in Pannonia about
170 A.p., Herodes being accused of cruel and illegal conduct
at Athens. He had been accused by the same persons of
eimilar malpractices neurlﬁ thirty years before (see Fronto,
Ad Caes. iii. 2-6), This Herodes was an Athenian famous
for his riches, his generosity, and his oratory. He had been
the teacher of Marcus in Greek rhetoric.

4 The water-clock that timed the speakers in a trial.
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indeed of his sovranty God alone could be j'udge. With
such wisdom and self-command did he rule them that,
though engaged in so many and such great wars, he never
swerved from what was right so as either to say anything
from flattery or do anything from fear.!

(1

Herodes was driven frantic by this calamity 2 and came
up to the Emperor’s seat of judgment no longer in his
right mind and in love with death. For coming forward
he set himself to rail at the Emperor, and without
measuring his words or keeping his anger in hand, as
might have been expected from one who was practised in
speaking, but in defiant and unbridled language he gave
vent to his passion, saying ‘‘ This is all that comes of my
friendship with Lucius,®> whom you sent to me, that in
judging me you gratify your wife and three-year old
child.”* But when Bassaeus,® who had been invested
with the power of eapital punisiment, threatened him
with death, Herodes said, ‘‘ My fine fellow, an old man
has little more to fear.” Saying this he left the court
without availing himself of his full time for speaking.
But in our opinion the conduct of Marcus at this trial too
was signally in keeping with his philosophical tenets ; for

! This incident recorded by Dio belongs to the earlier stage
of the Marcomannic war, when the Emperor was in great
straits for money.

2 The calamity was the death by lightning of his adopted
daughters, the children of Alcimedon.

3 Lucius Verus, the colleague of Marcus, who had died
about a year before. He stayed with Herodes on his way to
the East in 162.

4 Vibia Sabina, the last child of Marcus, who with
Faustina, hence called Mater Castrorum, was with him at
Sirmium.

5 Baseaeus Rufus, praetorian prefect 168-177.
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Tas 0Ppis, obd¢ érpeye 16 dupa, & kdv SiasriTys Tis Emalfey,
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xores *“ & mikpod péhiros” kai wdkw *‘ paxdpiot ol év TG Nowpg
amobvijoxovres,” oUrws éaeiabn Ty kapdiav 9P’ &v frovaev, os
és 8dxpva Ppavepa tmaxOivar. Tijs 8¢ Tdv 'Abnvaiov dwokoyias
éxodans karyopiav 7ot Te ‘Hpddov xkai Tév dmekevdépwy Tiv
Spynv 6 Mdpros és Tovs dmehevBépous Erpere koAdoes xpnod-
pevos &s olov émieixel, olrw yap abrds yapaxmpifes Ty éavrov
kplow, pove 3¢ "AhkipéBorre Ty Tipwpiav émaviker ¢ droxpd-
cav elvas ol Pioas  Tiy émi Tols réxvors aupdopdr.” raira
peév 8 ble épihododeiro @ Mdapko.

(12) Themistius, Orat. 15. 191b.

’Avravive 16 ‘Popaiwy alrokpdropt, ¢ TovTe adbrd émdrvpor
¢ (st P Pl @ L 4 [t
~ ’ -~
4“6 EboeBys” v, rob orparevparos Imd SiYous [adrd]
miefouévov, dvaoydv To xeipe 6 Pacikeds mwpds Tov odpavdy
“ravrp " épn ‘1) xepl mpolrpeyrduny ge kai irérevaa Tov
-~ -~ A 3 3 ’ 2 \ ” ’ A
{wijs Boripa, 3} {wy oDk dpeddpny.” «kai olrw xarijdece Tov
Oedv 1jj ebxij BoTe é§ aifpias frov vePehar 8popopoioa Tois
agTparidTais.

1 Perhaps éyrAfioews.
2 This was the peculiar cognomen of Pius, but Marcus
sometimes receives it even in inscriptions.
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he did not frown, or so much as turn his eyes, as even an
arbitrator might have done, but turning to the Athenians
said : Make your plea, men of Athens, even though Herodes
18 not for allowing you to do so. And as he listened to
their case, at many points he was secretly grieved, but
when the complaint of the Athenian Assembly was
being read to him, in which they openly attacked
Herodes for trying to win over the Governors of Greece
with many honeyed words, and somewhere or other even
cried out, ‘O bitter honey!” and again, ‘‘ Happy they
that perish in the pestilence ! ” he was so deeply moved
by what he heard, that he was brought to tears in the
sight of all. But as the case of the Athenians comprised
an accusation against his freedmen as well as against
Herodes, Marcus diverted his anger on to the freedmen,
punishing them however as leniently as possible—for
that is how he himself characterizes his sentence,—but
to Alcimedon alone he remitted the punishment, alleging
that his calamity in respect of his children was punishment
enough.! In a way t.l":en thus worthy of a philosopher
did Marcus act on this occasion.

(12)

When the army of Antoninus the Roman Emperor,
who also had the cognomen of Pius, was perishing of
thirst,? the king, raising both his hands to heaven,
said, With this hand, wherewith I have taken away no
life, have I implored Thee and besought the Giver of life.
And he so prevailed with God by his prayer that upon
a clear sky there came up clouds bringing rain to his
soldiers.

1 ¢p. his words in the Digest, i. 18. 14 : his madness is in
itself punishment enough.

2 At the time of the so-called ‘“miraculous victory” over
the Quadi in 174 ; see Dio, 71. 8.
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(13) Ammianus Marcellinus, xzii. 5.

Cum Pualaestinam transiret Aegyptum petens Judae-
orum foetentium et tumultuantium saepe taedio percitus
dolenter dicitur exclamasse, ‘‘O Marcomanni, O Quadi,
O Sarmatae, tandem alios vobis inertiores! inveni.”

(14) Dio, Fragm. Dind. v. p. 206.

"0t mapagkevalopévov Tob Mdprov? els Tov kara Kagaiov
Ix ,8 ’ A ’ )8' ’
wokepov  ovdepiay  BapBupikny  ovppaxiav €é8éfaro kairol
A&y urdpapdvrev alrd, Néywy ‘i) xpivar Tois Bap-

Bdpots eidévae T& perafd ‘Popaiov xwolpeva kaxd.”

(15) Vule. Gallicanus, Vit. Cass. vidt.

Caput eius ad Antoninum cum delatum esset, ille non
exultavit, non elatus est, sed etiam doluit ‘‘ ereptam sibi
esse occasionem misericordiae,” cum diceret ‘‘se vivum
illum voluisse capere, ut illa exprobraret beneficia sua
eumque servaret.” Denique cum quidam diceret repre-
hendendum Antoninum, quod tam mitis esset in hostem
suum eiusque liberos et adfectus atque omnes, quos
conscios tyrannidis repperisset, addente illo qui repre-
hendebat ¢‘Quid si ille vicisset ?”’ dixisse dicitur: ‘“Non
sic deos coluimus nec sic vivimus, ut ille nos vinceret.”
Enumeravit deinde ‘‘ omnes principes, qui occisi essent,
habuisse causas quibus mererentur occidi nec quemquam
facile bonum vel victum a tyranno vel occisum, dicens

1 This word is doubtful, another reading being inetiores.
Suﬁgﬁgsted emendations are inquietiores, ineptiores.
his should be in the nominative case.
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13)

When he was crossing Palestine on his way to Egypt,
constantly moved with disgust at the unsavoury and
turbulent Jews, he is said to have cried out, O Marco-
manni, O Quadi, O Sarmatians, at length have I found
others more useless than you.!

(14)

When Marcus was making preparations for the war
against Cassius he would not accept any aid from bar-
barians, though many offered him their services, saying
that the barbarians must not know the troubles that were
being stirred up between Romans.? .

(15)

‘When the head of Cassius was brought to him, Anton-
inus shewed no exultation or pride, but even lamented
that he had been robbed of an opportunity for compassion,
for he had wished to take him alive, he said, that he might
reproach him with the benefits he had done him, and then
spare his life. Lastly when one said that Antoninus was
to blame for his clemency toward his enemy and his
enemy’s children and relations and all whom he had
found to be accomplices in the usurpation, the man who
had imputed the blame going on to say, ‘ What if he had
been successful 7’ Marcus is said to have answered, My
worship of the Gods has not been such, my life is not such,
that he could be successful. He then, enumerating all the
Emperors who had been killed, pointed out that they had
deserved their fate, and that no good Emperor had easily
bLeen overcome by a usurper or slain, adding that Nero had

1 The date would be 176.

2 So in the Boer War, in view of the native question in
South Africa, England refused to employ her Indian and
Maori troops. .
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meruisse Neronem, debuisse Caligulam, Othonem et
Vitellium non imperare voluisse.”! Etiam de Galba
paria sentiebat, cum diceret ‘‘in imperatore avaritiam
esse acerbissimum malum. Denique non Augustum, non
Traianum, non Hadrianum, non patrem suum a rebellibus
potuisse superari, cum et multi fuerint et ipsis vel invitis
vel insciis exstincti.” Ipse autem Antoninus a senatu
petiit, ‘‘ne graviter in conscios defectionis animadverte-
retur,” eo ipso tempore, quo rogavit, ‘“‘ne quis senator
temporibus suis capitali supplicio adficeretur,” quod illi
maximum amorem conciliavit.

(16) Philostratus, Vit. Soph. 4. 9, p. 252, Kays.

Oixioriy 8¢ «ai ov ’Apioreidny tijs Splpvys elmeiv odx
kA ’ » > A ’ ’ o ’ A \
ahd{wy érawos dANG Sikatdrards Te kai dAnbéararos. T yap
wohwv TavTny dpavicdeicay Imd gelgpdy Te Kkai xaocudrev |
oltw Tt dhopvparo mpds Tov Mdpxov, bs 15 pév dANy povwdia

[ , » 3\ NN A (2 [ A
Oapa smarev:z&m rov Bagihéa, émi 8¢ Tp ““ (édupor 8¢ épnuny
- \ .
xaramvéovot” kai 8dkpva 19 PiBlin ? émordfar Tov BagiNéa,

’ ~ r 3 ~ ~ ) la 3 8 ’ ' |
Evvowkiav te 1) molew éx TéV TOU ApioTeidov évdooipcov
vevoa. érvyxave 3¢ xal fvyyeyovas {i8n 16 Mdpkew 6 Apeo-

’ 3 3. ’ < \ ~ . ’, -~
Teidns év ’lovig, ds yip Tob ’E¢pediov Aa;uavov 7jkovow,
émediper pév 6 adrokpdrwp 78y T El.cdpv” Tpiryy Npépav, Tov
3¢ "ApirTeidny ofme yuyvbakwv fpero Tods Kuvrikiovs piy ev‘
7¢ Tay domalopévwr dpile mapewpapévos alr@ & dwip €ly,

1 Should be debuisse or meruisse.
2 We have the letter, addressed to Marcus and Commodus,

in the works of Aristides (Jebb, § 209). Its date would be
177-180.

3 Lit. to the tune set by Aristides.
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deserved, Caligula had earned his death, Otho and Vitellins
ought never to have reigned. His opinion of Galba was
similar, for he remarked that in an Emperor avarice! was
the most huteful of faults. In a word, rebels had never
been able to overcome either Augustus or Trajan or Hadrian
or his own father, for many as they were, they had been
crushed against the wish or without the knowledge of the
reigning Emperor. Antoninus himself, however, besought
the Senate not to proceed with severity against accom-
plices in the rebellion, asking at the same time that no
Senator should in his reign be punished with death; and
this won for him the love of all.

(16)

It is no flatterer’s praise but the truest and most just
to call Aristides the founder of Smyrna. For he made so
moving a lament to Marcus over the utter destruction of
this city by earthquakes and openings in the ground, that
over the rest of the mournful tale the Emperor sighed
repeatedly, but at the ‘‘ breezes blowing over a city of
desolation ” he even let tears fall upon the writing, and
granted the restoration of the city in accordance with the
suggestions of Aristides. It chanced also that Aristides
had already made the acquaintance of Marcus in Ionia,
for when they were attending.the lectures of the Athenian
Damianus, the Emperor who had already been three days
in Smyrna, not yet knowing Aristides personally, re-
quested the Quintilii 2 to see that the man should not be
passed over unnoticed in the imperial levée. They said

1 ¢p. Capit. xxix. 5: Nihil magis et timuit et deprecatus
est quam avaritiae famam de qua se multis epistulis purgat.
Dio, after speaking of his liberality and public benefactions,
says (71. 32,§ 3) : a¢’ olwep ral viv Oavud(w T@Y aiTiwuévwy
adTdv &s ob peyadppova yevduevoy.

2 Two brothers, famed for their character, ability, and
fraternal affection. They exercised conjointly the governor-
ship of Achaia, and later a military command in Pannonia.
They also shared an unjust death at the hands of Commodus.
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oi 8¢ old¢ alroi épasav -éwpaxévar alrdv, ob yap wmapeivas
<&v> 16 py) ob Evorijoar, kai dpixovro Tis vorepalas To¥
*Apioreidny dpdw Sopuopoivres, mpocetwdy 8¢ abrov & aitre-
xpdrwp *‘ Siari oe” Py “ Bpadéws eldopev;” xai § Apigreidns
¢ Beopnpa,” Epn, & Bagiked, noxolel, yvauy 8¢ Bewpoiaa
p1) dmokpepavviobo of (rel.” Omepnalbeis 8¢ 6 alroxpdrawp
7¢ f0er Tdvdpds bs dmhoikwrdry Te kal oxolukwTdre ¢ wore”
&Py ‘‘ drpodaopal oov;” kal 6 *Apioreldns “ THuepov” elmev
““ mpoPBale xal adpiov drpod>: ol yap éouév TdV éuodvTov AL
T@v dkpiBodvrwy. éféoTw 8¢, & Padiked, xai Tods yvwpipovs
wapeivas ) drpodael.” ‘‘éféorw,” §§ & 6 Mdpxos, ¢ Snuor:-
xov ydp.” elmovros 8¢ 1oV 'ApioTeidov, *‘ 8186000 8¢ airois,
& Bao\ed, kai Boav kat xpoteiv, Gmogov Svvavrar,” padiudoas
6 atroxpdrwp ‘‘ Tovro " Epn ‘‘ éri gol keirar.”

(17) Dio, 71. 32, § 1 = Fragm. Dind. ». p. 207.

*ENGoow 3¢ és Ty ‘Popny -kal wpds Tov dijpov duakeyduevos,
éred perafd Aéyovros abroi rd re d\Aa kai ort mollois
éreaw dmodednunkds v, dveBonoay ‘dkrd,” kai Tovro Kkal
Tais xepoiv, va 3y kai xpvools Tosovrovs és 1O Beimvoy!
AdBwat, mpooevedeifavro, Siepeidlace kal €Pn kai alrds
““Orrd,” kal perd Tavra dva diaxocias 3paypas alrois xar-
évewper, Saov otmw mpdrepov elhipeaar.

(18) Dio, 71. 33, § 2.
‘0 8¢ Mdpkos xai xpipara éx Tob Snuociov? fFrnoe Ty
BovAsw ody dri pi) Eewvro émt Tf) Toi kparoivros éfovaig, dAN’

1 The congiarium was originally a distribution of food 7lr)y
measure. The largess to soldiers was called donativum.

2 i.¢. the aerarium. The Emperor’s privy purse was called
Sscus.
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they had not seen him themselves, for they would not
have faileéd to introduce him ; and on the next day they
both arrived acting as body-guard to Aristides, and the
Emperor addressing him said, Wiy have you been so slow
in letting me see you ! And Aristides said, ‘* A professional
problem, O King, occupied me, and the mind, when so
engaged, must not be detached from the prosecution of its
enquiry.” The Emperor, charmed by the man'’s character,
his extreme naiveté and studiousness, said, When shall I
hear you? And Aristides replied, ‘‘Suggest a subject
to-day and hear me to-morrow ; for I am not of those
who ¢ throw up’ what is in their minds but of those who
speak with precjsion. But grant, O King, that my pupils
also may be present at the hearing.” Certainly, said
Marcus, they may, for it is free to all. And on Aristides
saying, *‘ Permit them, O King, to cheer and applaud as
loud as they can,” the Emperor smiling said, That depends
on yourself. -

an

On his return to Rome, when, in addressing the people,
he mentioned among other things that he had been
absent many years, they shouted * Eight,” ! and signified
this besides with their fingers, of course that they might get
so many pieces of gold for a congisrium. The Emperor
smiled, and himself said, Yes, eight, and afterwards dis-
tributed 200 drachmas? apiece, a larger sum than they
had ever received before. :

(18) :

Marcus even begged of the Senate money from the
public treasury, not that it was not in the ruler’s

! From 169 to 176 A.p.
? Seven or eight pounds, the denarius aureus being
= 25 silver denarii.

375



MARCUS AURELIUS

ore 6 Mdpkos mwdvra tijs Bovijs kai Tob fjpov kai aira kai
rd\\a éNeyev elvaw ‘‘ipeis ydp,” &Py mwpos Ty BovAny
Aéyor,! ‘“olrws oldév Biov Exoper dore kai év ) Uperépa
oixia olxovpev.” ’

(19) Philostratus, Vit. Soph. . 9, p. 24" Kays.

Aovkiov TouTov Kkdkelvo Bavpdatov. éomov8ale peév 6 atro-
kpdrwp Mdpkos mepi Zéfrov Tov éx Bowwrias Pkdaogpoy,
bapifwv adrd kai Qowrdy émi OYpas, dpri 3¢ fkwv és TIY
e A € ’ 3 ’ ~ !
Pobunv 6 Aovkios fipero oy abrokpdropa mwpodvra, wot Badifo
kai €9’ 8 71, kal 6 Mdpkos *‘ kakdw " &Py * kai ympdokovre 16
pavlavew: elp 8 mpds Séfrov Tév pidoopov pabnadpuevos,
& » ,8 ” \ ¢ ’ 3 ’ A ~ 1) A 3 ’

ofmw ol8a.”  kai 6 Aovkios éfdpas TV xeipa és TOV ovpavov,
“’Q Zev,” €pn, “ 6 ‘Popalwv Bagikeds ynpdakwv 78 Sérov
éfayauevos és 8i8agkdhov Poird, 6 8¢ éuds Baoiheds *ANéfay-

8pos Vo kai Tpidkovra érdv dmébaver.”?
(20) Capit. axxvidi.

Cum aegrotare coepisset, filium? advocavit atque ab
eo primum petiit ut belli reliquias non contemneret, ne

! The date would be in 178, just before the Emperor’s last
de})a.rture for the war.

For this anecdote cp. Dio, 71. 1, §2: Aéyerar xal airo-
xpdTwp &v ph aldeiglar és 3idacrdAov dorav, GAAY kal Zéite
wpogiévat 7§ éx BoiwTdy Ppihodddy kal és &xpbacy T@v pnTopikdv
‘Eppoyévous Abywyv uh dxvimar wapayevéaai. The date is most
likely 177-8, before the last departure to the war. At this
time Marcus was engaged himself in giving lectures on
Ehilosophy. See Aur. Victor, De Caes. xvi. 9; cp. Vule.

allicanus, Vit. Casssi, iii. 7.

3 His son Commodus, now 19 years old. He was perhaps
more weak than vicious. As a matter of fact Pompeianus
and the other amici of Marcus persuaded Commodus to

remain for six months,
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power to demand it, but because Marcus said that every-
thing, both money and all else, belonged to the Senate
and the people ; for We, he said, speaking to the Senate
so far from having anything of our own, even live in o
house that is yours.!

v (19)

Of this Lucius? another surprising story is told. The
Emperor Marcus was an eager disciple of Sextus the
Boeotian philosopher,® being often in his company and
frequenting his house. Lucius, who had just come to
Rome, asked the Emperor, whom he met on his way,
where he was going to and on what errand, and Marcus
answered, It 13 good even for an old man to learn ;*
I am now on my way to Sextus the philosopher to learn
awhat I do not yet know. And Lucius, raising his hand
to heaven, said, ‘‘ O Zeus, the king of the Romans in his
old age takes up his tablets and goes to school. But my
king Alexander died before he was thirty-two.”

(20)

When he began to sicken, he sent for his son, and at
first besought him not to neglect the relics of the war,®

! The Emperor, if he- said these words, can hardly be
aoc{luitt,ed of some affectation, as he had a very large fortune
in his own right, inherited from his mother and also through
Faustina. 2 A philosopher friend of Herodes Atticus.

3 Sextus was grandson of Plutarch and a teacher of
Marcus ; see Capit. iii. 2, and Marcus himself (i. 9 and note),
from which we see what he learnt *“ in his old age.” He also
‘shewed off ” his philosophy before Sextus ; see Themistius,
Orat. xi. 145b.

4 In this he was in the good company of our own great
Alfred. cp. also Seneca, Ep. 76: tamdiu discendum est,
quamdiu nescias ; Solon, Fragm. 8. Bergk, ynpdoxwy 8 alel
woAA& Sidagrduevos.

5 The parallel with our Edward II. is very close.
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videretur rem publicam prodere. Et cum filius ei
respondisset cupere se primum sanitatem, ut vellet per-
misit petens tamen ut exspectaret paucos dies, haud
simul proficisceretur. Deinde abstinuit victu potuque
mori cupiens auxitque morbumn. Sexta die vocatis
amicis et ridens res humanas, mortem autem contemnens
ad amicos dixit, “Quid de me fletis et non magis de
pestilentia et communi morte cogitatis?” Et cum illi
vellent recedere, ingemiscens ait, ‘‘Si iam me dimit-
titis, vale vobis dico vos praecedens.” Et cum ab eo
quaereretur, cui filium commendaret, ille respondit :
‘‘ Vobhis, si dignus fuerit, et dis immortalibus.” Septimo
die gravatus est et solum filium admisit. Quem statim
dimisit, ne in eum morbus transiret. Dimisso filio caput
operuit quasi volens dormire sed nocte animam efllavit.

(21*) Dio Fragm. Dind. v. p. 206.

’Evdonoe opd8pa & Mdpkos, dore Shiyas é\midas émi Tijs
cotnpias éxew xai mwoMkdkis €v T V0@ émepodver 1O Tis
Tpayedias lapBeioy,

“rowadra TAjpeY woNepos éfepydferar.” !

(21%) Dio 71. 33, § 4.

MéN\wv oly dmofvioxew t6 xihidpxp T6 ovvlnpa alrovvre
Epn, ¢ dmeNBe mpos Tov dvaré\hovra, éyd yip Svopas.”

! This quotation occurs again in Dio, 71. 22, but with a
different application, as a sarcasm against the rise of Pertinax,
a man of humble birth, to the consulship.
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lest he should seem to betray the State. But when his
son answered that his first care was for health, he let
him do as he would, begging him however to wait a few
days and not take his departure at once. Then he
abstained from food and drink,! wishing to die, and
aggravated the disease. On the sixth day he called for
his friends, and- mocking earthly things, but setting
death at naught, he said to them, gV'hy weep for me and
not rather think on the pestilence and the death that awaits
all? And when they made as though to retire he said,
sighing, If you now give me my dismissal, I give you my
Sarewell and lead the way for yow. And when it was
asked of him to whom he commended his son, he
answered, T'o you, if he be worthy, and to the immortal
Gods. On the seventh day he grew worse, and allowed
only his son to be admitted, but dismissed him at once
that he might not take the infection. After parting from
his son he veiled his head as if he would sleep, but in the
night he breathed his last.

(21+)

When Marcus was seriously ill, so as to have little
hope of recovery, he would often cry out in his illness
this verse from the tragedy,

Such 13 war’s disastrous work.?

(er)
When near his death, being asked by the tribune for

the watchword, he said, Go to the rising sun, for I am
setting.

1 The latter is not likely, He had long heen unable to
take solid food ; see Dio (71. 6, §4), who says positively that
he was poisoned by order of Commodus. Others say he died
of the pestilence.

2 Pius in the delirium of his last fever nihil aliud quam
de re publica et de regibus, quibus irascebatur, locutus est
((’Japit. Vit. Pii, xii. 8). Napoleon’s last words were téte
d’armée.
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NOTE ON THE ATTITUDE OF MARCUS
TOWARDS THE CHRISTIANS

WITH

HIS EDICT ADDRESSED TO THE COMMON
ASSEMBLY OF ASIA

Marcus and the Christians.
(i. 6, iii. 16, vii.. 68, viii. 48. 51, xi. 3.)

NotHiNG has done the good name of Marcus so much
harm as his supposed uncompromising attitude towards
the Christians, and in this connexion great emphasis has
been laid upon a passage in the present book where the
Christians, according to our accepted text, are mentioned.
It will be worth while to examine this and certain other
Riassages in the book and see if they throw any light an

arcus’ real sentiments towards the Christians.

Taking xi. 3 first, we note that wapdrafis, which is per-
sistently translated obstinacy to bring it into line with
Pliny’s obstinatio, does not mean obstinacy at all, but
opposition.! This is clear from the use of the word and
its verb elsewhere by Marcus. In iii. 3 it is used in its

rimary sense of armies opposite one another on the
field of battle. The only passage where the verb occurs
(viii. 48) is very instructive. ‘‘Remember,” he says,
‘“‘that the ruling Reason shows itself unconquerable
when, concentrated in itself, it is content with itself, so

1 Since this was written I find that M. A. P. Lemercier
(Les Pensées de Marc-Auréle, Introd. p. viii. note 2) quotes
with approval E. Havet’s similar interpretation. Suidas
glosses wapdrafis with méAeuos éumapdoxevos.
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it do nothing that it doth not will, even if it refuse from
mere unreasoning opposition (kv d\dyws wapardénrac).”
Here the word is used in exactly the same connexion as.
in xi. 3, and by no means in a sense entirely condemnat-
ory. It seems to me quite possible that the Emperor
may have had the Christians in mind here as well as
in xi. 3. Conduct such as that of the Christians was pre-
cisely what Marcus is never tired of recommending, viz.,
not under any compulsion to transgress the demands of
the ruling Reason,! and if it were found impossible to
act up to the standard of right set by the conscience (7o
évdov i8pvpevor) owing to external causes, then to depart
cheerfully from life. 1t appears to me that Marcus in
both these passages is really approving of the resistance.
Again the actual mention of the Christians here re-
quires to be considered. The word itself was taboo with
the pagan stylists as a barbarisin. Even when they are
apparently alluding to Christians, such writers as Epic-
tetus, Dio Chrysostom, Plutarch, Aristides, Apuleius,
Dio Cassius, Philostratus, do not use the term—much
as an Arnold or a Pater would hesitate to use the word
‘¢ Salvationist.” We do not find it in Fronto’s extant
works nor Galen’s. Lucian, however, employed it in the
Alexander and the Peregrinus, if (which some deny) these
works are by him. Marcus would no doubt have used
the word, as Trajan, Pliny and Hadrian did, in rescripts
and ofticial documents, but it is a question whether his
literary purism and the example of his favourite Epictetus
would have allowed him to employ it in a Greek philo-
sophical treatise. When we look at the clause, &s of
Xpioriavol, as here inserted, we see that it is outside the
construction, and in fact ungrammatical. It is in the
very form of a marginal note,2 and has every appear-
ance of being a gloss foisted into the text. But even if
the words be omitted, Marcus may still have had the

! He says (viii. 41) that ‘ nothing can overbear this Reason,
not steel, nor tyrant, nor obloquy.’
2 I see Lemercier holds the same view.
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Christians in mind when he wrote the passage, which
only condemns an eagerness to meet death without real
justification and without due dignity.!

There are other expressions in this book which seem to
glance at.a body of men who must have beeun often in
Marcus’s thoughts. For instance, when he speaks (vii. 68)
of those who ‘‘can live out their lives in the utmost
peace of mind, even though all the world cry out against
them what they choose, and the beasts tear them limb from
limb,” he cannot be thinking of criminals in the ordinary
sense of the word, for it is evident that innocent people

~are meant, and if so, what innocent le received such
treatment ? It is not at all impossibm think it highly
probable—-that Marcus looked upon the Christians as
misguided enthusiasts, who had to be punished as the
law then stood,? but whom he no more than Hadrian and
Pius?® wished to punish. Again (vii. 51) he quotes the
indignant cry of whom but the Christians? They kill us,
they cut us limb from limb, they execrate us! Adding the
comment : How does that prevent you from being pure,
sane, sober, just? In yet another place (iii. 16), in words
that point still more conclusively to the Christians, he
acknowledges that to own the Intelligence as ruler and
guide to what is a clear duty is found also among ‘¢ those
who do not believe in Gods, and those who will not stand by

1 This is not much more than what Clem. Alex. says,
Stromata, iv. 4. There were some egregious cases of voluntary
martyrdom in Spain under the Moslems (see the present
writer’s Christianity and Islum in Spain, pp. 37 ff.). See
also the conduct of Callistus, afterwards Bishop of Rome.
Hippolytus, Refut. Haer. ix. 12. Nor were philosophers
exempt from the reproach of dying iactationis causa (see
Digest, xxvii. 3. 6. 7).

* This was the view of Rusticus, his ‘ domestic philo-
sopher.” (See Acts of Justin Martyr.)

3 This is clear from the joint letter of Marcus and Pius to
the Larissaeans, Thessalonicans, Athenians, and all the Greeks
against mob-violence towards the Christians; see Melito in
Jusebius, iv. 26, § 10).
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their country, and those who do their (evil) work behind
. closed doors.” Now all these three were the stock charges
against Christians, and who can doubt they are hinted at
here ? Lastly there is the reference to exorcism (i. 6),! in
which Marcus says that Diognetus taught him to dis-
believe.

As a matter of fact, Marcus has bcen condemned as a
persecutor of the Christians on purely circumstantial and
quite insufficient grounds. The general testimony of con-
temporary Christian writers is against the supposition.
So is the known character of Marcus. His distinguishing
characteristic, in which he excelled all recorded rulers,
was humanity. His ¢phavfpwrnia is mentioned by Galen,
Dio, Philostratus, Athenagoras (twice), Melito, and Aris-
tides (eleven times) ; and his humanitas by the eminent
jurist Callistratus.?2 As soon could Alexander have turned

is back in the day of battle as Marcus shown cruelty to
his subjects, however lowly. ¢‘Never,” says Marcus in
the eighth book of his self-communings, ‘‘have I willingly
injured another,” and Themistius (Orat. 15) records how,
when penned in by his enemies in a new Caudine Forks,
he raised his hands to Heaven and cried, ‘¢ With this hand
wherewith I have shed no blood, I a.ppeal to Thee and
beseech the Giver of life.”

He had a passion for justice, and was most scrupulous
in his observance of law, as Papinian, the greatest of
jurists, has told us. That he should have encouraged
mob-violence against unoffending persons, ordered the
torture of innocent women and boys, and violated the
rights of citizenship in his insensate fury, is as incon-
ceivable as that St. Louis should have broken the Christian
law or become a Mohammedan. That some Christians
suffered for their religion in the reign of Marcus is most

1 On which see note above, and c¢p. Lucian, Philops. § 16
(of Christ).
2 Marcus himself in his laws repeatedly apreals to this
principle. Capit. says he was note(%) for the mildness of his
punishments, and see p. 369.
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probable, though there is perhaps no single martyrdom at-
tributed to this period of which the date! is certain beyond
cavil. That there was in any sense a general persecution
of the Christians at this time is contrary to all the facts.
There were numbers of them in Rome itself, with a Bishop
at their head. There were actually Christiansin the Em-
peror’s household and probably (e.g. Apollonius) in the
Senate itself. Of all these Roman Christians we only
hear of Justin and his six companions being martyred,
one of them heing a slave of the Emperor. Other
Christian slaves in the royal household survived him. If
he wished to put down Christianity, why did he not
begin with his own palace and with Rome %%

So far from persecuting them, we know that as sub-
ordinate ruler with Pius3 he was responsible for the letter
to the Greek cities forbidding outrages against the
Christians. The letter to the Common Assembly of
Asia, given below, if authentic, emanated from him in
conjunction with Pius or from him alone. Its genuine-
ness in the main has been upheld by Harnack, and is
certainly capable of defence.

! Dr. Abbott has given plausible reasons for doubting the
date of the Lyons martyrdom, and some (e.g. Havet) deny
the authenticity of the letter in Eusebius.

2 The famous caricature of the Christian religion found
in the pages’ quarters in the Palatine (see Lanciani, Ancient
Rome 122) dates from this reign.

3 Melito says distinctly goi 7& ovuwdvra Bioicobvres aird,
Euseb. iv. 26. 10 (? »dvra ovvdioikovvTos).
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*Avrovivov wpds 76 Kowdw ris 'Acias émarols) (mepl Tov
. xaf’ qgpas Aéyov).
(Eusebius, iv. 13=Nicephorus iii. 28 ; cp. Justin.
Apol. i. ad fin.)
Adroxpdrwp Kaicap Mdpros Adpnheos *Avrwvivos SeSaotds
[ Appévios] dpxeepeds péyiaros, Snpapyxis éfovaias T6 wépmroy
Kat 76 8éarov, Umaros 16 Tpirov, 7¢ Kowg tis *Acias xaipew.!
"Eyd péy olda? §rt kal Tois Oeois émipeNés éare u) Aavfdveww

ToVs Totodrovs. oAV yap paAhoy éxeivor kohdoatev3 dv Tovs

A} Ié R A\l ~ A e ~ a 2 A
p7) Bovhopévovs abrovs mpookuvey 7 Vueis. obds els Tapayxny
éuBdANere, BeBatotvres Ty yvopny abrdv fvmep Exovaiy, bs
aféwv karmyopoivres.t €in 8 &v xdreivois aiperdv 10 Bokeiv

Kkaryopovpévors TeBvdvas palhoy 7 {fv Ymép Tov oixeiov feov.’

30ev xal vikdoi, wpotépevos Tas éavrdv Yuxds, fmep wesdopevor
ols afwiTte mpdrrew alrovs. wepl 8¢ TAV Teloudy TGV Ye-

yovérwv kail ywopévov obx dromov dpds vmopvioas, dupoivras
pév Grav mwep dat, wapaBd\lovras 8¢8 Ta fuérepa mpds Ta&

1 The version in Justin at the end of Apol. i. has the fol-
lowing heading: Adrox. Kafs. Tiros AlAios ’Adpiavds ’Avrw.
SeB. EbvdeBds, apx. uéy., dnuap. ¢é., Pmaros Td %8, marhp
warpldos 75 xa’ x.7.A. The dates are out of place and ob-
viously absurd ; #5' =84 and xa’=21. Altered to «% and &’
respectively and placed after &ovofas and Fraros they wonld
give the date 161. 2 Junv Justin.

3 ¢xelvovs koAdootev, elmep dbvawTo J.

4 ofs Tapaxhv éuB., kal THv. ... karnyopeite <xal érepd Tiva
euBdAAeTe, dTwa ob Suvdueda dmodeitar> J

5 These last seven words omitted J.

6 obk eikds Umouvicar duds &6., 8r. x. dai, wapaBdAAovras Td
LT 3 W

1 An unusual form for ’Apueviaxds, a title not given till 163.
? Marcus was consul for the third time and renewed his
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Letter of Antoninus to the Common Assembly of Asia
’ (about our religion).

The Emperor Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Au-
gustus [Armenius !] Pontifex Maximus, in the tifteenth
year of his Tribunate, Consul for the third time,? to the-
Common Assembly of Asia greeting.

I am confident 3 that the Gods also look to it that such
persons should not escape detection. For it is much more
their concern than yours to punish those who refuse to
worship them. But you harass these men,? and harden
them in their conviction, to which they hold fast, by
accusing them of being atheists. For indeed they would
rather be thought to be accused and die for their own
God than live. Consequently they even come off vic-
torious, giving up their lives rather than comply with
your demands. And with respect to the past and present
earthquakes ® it is not amiss to remind you of them,
despondent as you are whenever they occur and yet for
ever contrasting your belief and conduct with theirs.

Trib. pot. for the fifteenth time in 161, in which year he
became emperor on 7 March and within a few days associated
Lucius Verus in the empire with himself.

3 The beginning of the rescript is apparently lost. cp. for
the opening words the deorum sniuriae dis curae of Tacitus.

4 The Justin text says ¢‘ charge them with disorder,” and
adds “’a.nd bring other charges against them which we cannot

rove.’

b There were several earthquakes in Asia Minor between
138 and 180, Rhodes, Smyrna, and Cyzicus being destroyed,
but the dates are not accurately settled. There was certainly
one at Smyrna about 177, but that is too late. There was
one at least in the reign of Pius, and the one here mentioned
is supposed by some to have occurred about 152, but I think
it may possibly be identified with one by which Cyzicus was -
chiefly aﬂ'ecteg ; see Fronto, Ad Ant. 2 (a.D. 162).
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éxelvav. of pév odv edmappnaractérepor yivovralw mwpds TOV
Oedv, vpeis 8¢! wapd mdvra Tdv xpévov kal’ 8v dyvoeiv Boxeire,
Tov 1€ feddv (kai) Tédv dNNwv dueleire, kai Tis pnokeias ris
mwept 1ov d@dvarov, Sv 8 Tobs Xpioriavods Opnokevovras
FA i Bidkere éws Bavdrov?
€éAavvere kai ubkere Ews Oavdrov®.
e =

“Ymép 8¢ Téov TotovTwV, 81 Kai woAkoi 3 Tdv wepi Ths émapyias
< ’ \ ~ 3 € A N I3 ? v 2 .
Nyepdvor kal vé Oetordre nudv Eypayrav mwarpi: ols xai dvré-

A 3 ~ ~ 4 E] A ’, ’ N

ypayre pndév évoxAetv Tois TowouTols, €l pi) Paivowro Ti wepi
Ty Tév ‘Popaiwy fyepoviav éyyeipoivres. kai éuoi 8¢ mepi
TéV TowobTwy moANoi éonuavav, ols &) kal dvréypayra kara-
xohovBdv 17 Tob mwarpds yvopy. €l 8¢ Tis émpévor Twa THv
TowouTwy €ls wpdypara pepwy bs 81 TowovTov,? éxkeivos 6 xara-
pepopevos dmolehvoBw 70 éyxAiparos xai éav paimrar
TotovTos dv, & 8¢ xaradépwr €voyos Eorar Bixns.S

npoeréby & 'EPéae év v Kowd tiis "Acias.

1 Here Harnack supplies 8.

2 871 edmap. Sudv ylv. Tdv mpds Oedv. kal Opels pév &yv.
SoxeiTe map’ ékeivov T. Xp. Tods Beols, kal Tov lepav &u., Bpmax.
3¢ Ty m. Tdv Oedv odk émigTacle. 80ev kal Tods Opnexebovras
¢(hArwoaTe Kal Sudk. Ews 6. J.

3 kal &AAot Twves without #3n J. ‘témJ.

5 €l 8¢ Tis xes wpds Twva 7o Tot. wpdypa xatapépev J.

6 The parts underlined are those which Harnack (Z'exte
und Untersuch. z. Gesch. der Alt-Christ. Liter. xiii.) con-
siders ﬁortions of the genuine edict. Eusebius places it
under the reign of Pius, though he gives the superscription
as above. The version in Justin seems to be an *‘ improved ”
form of the text, making it clearer and more emphatic.
It is not known whether the rescript was originally in Greek
or Latin, but almost certainly it was in the former.
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They indeed show the more outspoken confidence in
their God, while you during the whole time of your
apparent ignorance both neglect all the other Gods and
tlge worship of the Ever-living One,! whose worshippers,
the Christians, you in fact harass and persecute to the
death. ‘

And on behalf of such persons many Governors also of
provinces have before now both written to our deified
father, whose answer in fact was not to molest such
persons unless they were shewn to be making some
attempt in. respect to the Roman Government,? and to
me also many? have given information about such men,
to whom indeed I also replied in accordance with my
father’s view. And if any one persist in bringing any
such person into trouble for being what he is, let him,
against whom the charge is brought, be acquitted even if
the charge be made out, but Tet him who brings the
charge be called to account.*

Published at Ephesus in the Common Assembly of
Asia.

! Harnack thinks Afa should be supplied and for the fol-
lowing five words substitutes éxeivos 8é.

2 If this edict is by Pius, we should expect to find some
such injunction in his ¢ deified father ” Hadrian’s edict about
the Christians (see Euseb. iv. 9), but there is none. On the
other hand it may have been in the edict of Pius ‘“to all the
Greeks ” mentioned by Melito (Kuseb. iv. 10).

3 This is the one word in the document which does not
seem consistent with the date 161, when Marcus had only
just become emperor.

4 This portion of the edict seems too favourable to the
Christians for even Marcus to have promulgated.
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Acuteness (3pcuvrys), V. 5; VI 47

Aim, or objective, or goal in life
(oxomés ¢.v.), I1. 16, viI. 1, 17;
X. 37; Xm. 20, 24 -

Ai;nzlessness, 1. 5 7, 16,17 ; 1L 4,

Amphltheg.tre and games, I. 5; VI.

; X.
Analysls of things essential, I11. 11 ;

VI. 3; VII. 29; VIL 11; XI 2;
XIT. ]0 18
Anger, 1. 9, §3; IL. 1 10, 16; at
what happens, vn‘ 3 VLI 17;
XI. 18, §§ 3, 8
A;ga.thy (amzocm) of Stoics, XI. 18,
; CD. a.fa-pa.f a
Architect, vI. 35
Arethas, a Cappadouan bishop

about 900 A.D.; quotes Marcus,
on Lucian, Pigc. 26 (=VI. 47
Mévrmos); De Salt. 83, Anuiprov
TOV Kuvexoy (=vr. 25 .\mmrpcoc
o lAatwiixss); Pro Imagg. 1
37, Mdvbeta); on Dio Chrysostom,
. XX. 8 (=1V. 3 eis éavriv a.va-
xwpuv) Orat. xxxii. 15 (=1I. 3
wdvra exuOcv pet)

.-\ri:zldes, 873, quoted on flyleaf,

ete.
Art, XI. 10; cherish thine own,
1v. 31; love of, v 1, § 2; object of,
V1. 16; lower than Nature, XI. 10
Astonishment at what happens is
ridiculous, vir. 15; xi11. 1, § 2, 13
Astrologers (Chaldaeans), . 3 5

8
Attraction or affinity (cuumdbeia),
v. 27; V. 26; IX. 9, §3
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Atoms or God, Iv. 3, § 2+ vI1. 31,50 ;
§v1111. 17; 1X. 28, 39 ; X. 6; XI. 18,

Avarice, 373

Avoidance not aversion, vI. 20

Axioms, principles, postulates,
maxims (Sayna.‘ra.), 1v. 16; VIL 2;
VIIL 1, 14 ; 1X. 29 ; holy, X. 9, 34

Barbarian auxiliaries, 371

Bassaeus Rufus, pmf praet., 367

Bathlng I 16, §7 VHIL 24

and  Forbear ” (avéxou

awexou), V. 33; ¢ep. 1Iv. 8, § 2 (for-
bearance a part of justice);
VI, 59

Beautiful, the, 11. 1

Beauty in natural thlngs, . 1;
in youth, 1. 2, § 2

Benetianus, see Venetianus

Black character, a, 1Iv. 18, 28

Blessings, thankfulness for, viI. 27

Boar, wild, 111. 2, § 1; X. 10

Body, vessel or sheath of soul,
ur. 3, §z Iv. 41 1X.3; X.38:
XII. 1 2,3; the inferior pnrtner,
X119

Bodies of dead, how room for, 1v_ 21
Bodily desires, VII. 55, § 2, el

Books, II. 2, 3; ing or wntlng
of, 1. 7; 14; viI. 8; XI. 29

Bread, slmlle from, 1I. 2, § 1

Breath (see mvevpa, nvevudriov), 11. 2 *
VIIL 25, 56; XI. 3; XII. 20 |

Breathing through the arteries
(8tamvetobal), an ancient medical
notion, 1. 1; vI. 16
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XI. 18, § 7
a.nlmals Iv. 21

Bmdqo, X 10;

Cusius, Avidius, 348 fl., 371
* Caesarification,” VI.

Cause (airia, airiov, 7o aitiddes), the
Final ormal, or Emoient V.8
vm.10; 1x. 25,8
Ix. 31; 2:9: 267 In God o 'Nature,

Cuusal *and material, Iv. 21, §8;

v.13; v, 29; vio. 11; IX. 25,
37 XII. 10, 18, 29

Causat.lon XL 8

Cha.nce.! 17 ad. fin.; 11. 3, 17 ; 11,
11; IX. 28 XII. 14 24

Iv. 3, 36; VI. 36;
VvIL 1s 23,é5 vim. 6; IX. 19,
28 7,§1,11,18 xn21,
cycles ot v. 13; X. 7, 52 XI. 1,
§2; of mind, 1v. 12 vIn, 10, 16

Chws (see Medley),lv 27; VL. 10
IX. 89 ; l

Characuar, ferfect VIIL 69,
portra.y 30, H

Charity (sse Love of neighbour),
II 18 VI. 47; IX. 42; X. 36,§ 2 ;

Cheerﬁleness, 1. 15, 16, §2; L. 6;

Children, VII. 41* ; VIII. 49 ; 1X.40;
X. 34 35 XI. 34' loss of, 1. 8
note ; lliness of, vir. 49; safetyof
X. 35 Marcus’ own, .17, § 4
his fondness for, I. 13

Christians, 1. 6; oL 16; VIL 68,
VIIL 48,51, §2; XI. 3 (here only
mentioned and this probably a
gloss). See pp. 381 fI.

Circus, 1. 5; X. 88

Cities dest.royed by natural dlsas-
ters, Iv. 48 ; pp. 873, 387

Coarseness (ut nulla habet
o ),v 12 28 VI.13; Vi

MSﬁ

Colloq m, In the mason’s trade,
v. 8, §1; ¢ visitation from
Heaven,' v. 8 §1; loves = is
wont, X. 21 ; use of poupos, II. 17

Commodus 354 fF.

Concilium of Em: ror, 362

Concubine (of Verus -or Hadrian),
1.17,§ 2; of Lucius Verus, vil. 37
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Conglarh 1.16,§7, pp. 365, 375
Contentment m. 4’ 12, 'Iv. 25;
8,82, 97; , 57 ; VIIL
462 X1, e §3, 11,28 ’ x1. 18, 20,

Cosm%olltan'lsm, a Stoic doctrine,

Country retmatervs X.1; xXm. 27

Court ethuette, 2

Court life, 1. 1 521v3'v 16
VI 12; Vi 9

Craze or hobby, v.1l; xn 27

Customs’ officer, I. 17

Cycles, see Regenera! on

D (see daipwv, and Genius.)

Dancing, v.1; VIL 61 X1.1,2
Death,u.2.17, m.3,7, Iv. 5, 6

3
2, 48,50 V.33; VI 2, 28, 46;
VI 32; vm 25, 31, 58; IX.
21; 29; no evil, xi.
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; our dea
deslre(’l X. 36 the leveller, vI.

24; a Avots rav arror. elwv, 11, 17
Dead generations of the, vI. 47 -
Dependence of things on one an-

other, v. 16, 80
l)estinyéin 8, 8 ll §3; 1Iv. 26, 34;
Dlalecties, 1. 17 58 viI. 673 vi.
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Dio Chrysostom, see Arethas ; Dio
Cassius, see notes 1. 5, 6, 7 ; I1I. 12
Iv. 26 vo. 7; 1x42,§2 X.

XI. 2
Disoonhent. murmuring, rebellion
, 3, 13,16 ;
. 49; VII. 64; IX. 37;
X. 3; XI. 20

Dispel‘sion, VI gé 10; “51 82 50s
Dlssolutlon . l7ad fin. . 21;
vngg, 1X. 32; X. 7; XI.ZO;

XII.
Divine, the, in man, see God
Doctors, Im. 3, 13; 1Iv. 48;

VI. 85, 55; vil. 15; Aesculapius

a8 prescriber, V. 8 -
Dotage, 11I. 1
Drama, the, III. 8; VII. 3; IX. 24

X. 27; X1. 1, 6; XxII. 86
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Dreams,1.17,§8;
Duty,zm 1, ié (o(l).' the Chrlst.ians) H

'y

Earth, smallness of, n1. 10; Iv. 8,
3, vm.zl, xm.'32

nomy ” (oikovouia, ¢.v.), IV
19 51 XI 18
Elements the 4, 46; viI. 31;

IX.9; X. 52

Emerald Iv. é() VIL 15

Emperor a privete person, I. 17,
H i!7 ’I:i;e carrlod before hlm,
L 17, p- 8

Enfranchisement of slaves, 360, 363

Evil, not reco as such W1
13; mevntatﬁ v.6: V. 17; and

II. 11 ; not interminable, IX. 35 ;
surprise at, IX. 42, § 4, etc.

Evolution, Iv. 45; I1X. 28

Excerpts from books, 1. 14

Exorcism, I. 6

External things, cannot harm us,
1. 11; 1v. 3 ad. fin., 8, 39, 49;
VIL. 64 ; VIIT. ladﬁn 51; IX. 81,
tobedespised VI. 3’

Extinction of soul, v 33 VII. 32;
VIl 25; IX. 3; XIL 5

Failure, V1. 11; X. 12; not to be
taken to heart .9

Faith, v. 33, pp. 349 351

Fal n wine, VI. 13

Fame, I1. 17; m1. 10; 1v. 3, § 3, 19,
33; v.33; V. 16, § 2, 18; VIL 6,
34 ;3v51("n. 1,21, 37, 44; IX. 30, etc.;

Faﬁe see Destiny

Fellowshlp of men (xowww.a, et,c ),
I- 1; 1L 4, § 83, 11
16,vl.7, 14 23, 39 vn 5, 13
55,§ 1 vi. 13, 26 D IX. 1,
23, 81,42, § 6; xée Xm. 20!
See also Love of neighbour

ans, 2;1Iv 6; VI. 14; vOI. 15;

XI16; ot to be looked for

m w{nter, XI.

Fine writing, I. 7 s IOLL 6

1
Flux of tlungs (see also under
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°

Forbearance, IV. f’., §2;
3 good, Iv. 49 §2;

V.

Friends 1. 17, § 1; favours from,
I 8; consideration tor, . 93
love of, I. 14 ; virtues of, V1. 48;
candid, 1. 13 help of, 362, 363

Fronto fwta, L7, 8, 11, 16, §2,

6,7,8; I 14, § 2 V.'1, b, 6,
1; V13946 VII. 22; VIII. 30, 48

Galen, 360

Games see Spectacles

Gardeners, saying of, x1. 8

Generation and growth .26

Genius (Saipwr), divine in man, IT,
0,13,17; Im. 3,§ 2; 6,7, 12,

1652 v, 27;: VIIL 45 ; x13
Gettlng up ln the momlng, oL'1;

aladistors, 1. 5 xm. 9
Glory, see Fame

Goal in life, see Aim

GodorGode I 17 §81,5; u 4, 5
tence of, i
prieet of, III. 4, §8 and Chance,
l 2; and Atoms
17 28 39; follow God
. 2; X. 11; XII
27, 31 do they fake thought for
man ? 44; IX. 40; One, VII.
9; artof Vi 68; In Nature,
IX. 1; immanent all things,
VIL. 9; VIII. 64; in us, IL. 1, 4;
m56§2 X1.'19; XII. 1, § 2, 2,
with v.27; reverence
v 33 v1 30; callon, .

impartial VIL. 70 ; Sun and
e Gods, VIII. 19 ; not power-

less, IX. 40 ; likeness with, X.
2’; “service of, III. 4; XI. 20
§ 2; allows the’ good to perish
xn.5, reasoning with, Xir. 5,
do no-wrong, XII. 12; men God-
borne, XII. 23 all from God, xn

26 ; man, fellow citlzen of x.1

omnlpotent 349; judge of
sovranty, 366

Good, the, v. 15; fountain of, in
us, VIL. 59

Good and evil, vI1. 41
Good man, a, Iv. 10, 17, 25; x. 8,
16, 32 ; vocauon,tobe XI.
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Good men, perish at death, xn 5
Goodness betrays itself, XI.
Growth, X. 7,§ 3

Ha.ndicmftsmen, zeal of, v. 1, § 2;
Happlness, v. 9, 34; VIL 17, 67;
VIIL 1; X.

Harmony of nat.ure, VI 11
Headache, 1. 16, § 7

Help to be weleomed vIL. 5, 7, 12
Herodes, 366

“ Heroics,” 1. 16, § 2; IX. 29; XI. 8
History of ancient tlmes, m, 14
Horse-racing, 1. 5

Hosts of Heaven, XI. 27
Hypocrisy, 11. 16

Ill-omened words, XI. 34 (Epic-
tetus;

Imagination or opinion or impres-
sions (VwoAnyis, pavragia), II. 15,
Iv.3,7; v.2,26; VIL 17, 29;
VIIL 40} Ix 7 13, 21, 32, 42,
§2; XI.18,§ 7; xnl 822,
25, 26

Immort.allty (see Extinction), XII.
31. Marcus has no clear view
of the future of the soul, whether
there is another life or (he
merely puts the alternative)
unconsciousness, II. 3, or a
different sort of consciousness,
vul 58 ; or extinction, viI. 32;
or a change of abode, survival
for a time, and finally re-absorp-
tion into the seminal principles of
the universe, IV. 21; V. 33. But
he lgnga to believe in it, see

Implety, IX. 1

lmpressxons (dmwuma), v.2,16,36;
V1. 16, 36; VIL 29 VIIL 20, 47,
49; ‘certainty of, VIL 54; 1X. 6

Indifferent thlngs, . 11 ad. fin.;
Iv. 39; V1. 32, 41; IX. 1, § 4; XI.
16, even man is *in erent. ?

gratltude, 1X. 42, § 4
umanity, viI. 65

In]\lstlce, IX. 1,4

lnsl%ructiou, XI. 29; education, V1.
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Intelligenee, the, Iv. 4; V. 27;
38, § 3; 14, one, Iv.
40; = Nature =-God 54;

Intord d2 3' Umv??li’tﬂin%’s 3

n repen ence O II.
29,vsso V1. 38, 42, 43

n.; VIII. 7 IX.

Int&ram of whole and put ldenh-

Iv , 943
8, 70, 3% ; xii.
Intolennoe. vI. 27

Jews, 351, 371

Jusﬁee, V. 34 ac ioundzﬁon of
virtue, X1. 1 xn 1,3, 24; and
truth, x11 29

Justin Martyr, ‘remarkable parallels
with passa ges in his Apologies,
Apol.1.18,57=11. 3,§ 2; Apol.
1. 57 =V 58 ; Apol. 1. 46=vIIL
3; Apol. 1. 19=X. 26

Kindness irresistible, XI. 18, § 9
Knowledge, the true, v. 32

Lamiae, lit. Vampires or Ghouls,
used by Socrates in the sense of
‘ bugbears ’ (wopuoAvxeia, Epict.),

Latinisms, ' ovrws eirw, IV. 48;
orzyLAAupza, VIL. 3; 1. 6, llpaciavds,
ete.; 1. 16, § 4 ,ovepvnua\os

Law, x. 25, 38, ad fin. ; 1,§2:
XI. 1; one, VIIL. 9, “all by
law,” vII. 31 ; same for God and
man, VIII. 2; equality of,

Left hand, let not. know what rlght
handdoes, v. 6, 52, IX. 29

Letter-writing, 1. 7, 12
Liar, XI. 1, § 2
Life, a warfare, . 17; ephememl

, 17; 11 10, 14; 1V, 17, 3,
4852 50; V1. 15, 36, 56 IX, 32
X. 31, 34; XI. 18 56. XII. 73
the same, long or short Iv. 47;
XII. 36; what is, VI 3, 48;
always the same, Iv. 32; life of
past ages, IV. 32, 33' V1. 36;
VIL 49; IX. 14; XL.'1, § 2; variety
of, XII. 24; only in present. m
14 IIL. 10; XIL 1,3 ; ever pass-
mg, 11, 1..’, 17; Iv. 43 v. 23;
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base love of, Iv. 50 ; a drama, XI.
1,8; XIL 36 ; goal or aim of, 1.

18; VL 58 VIII 1; XL 21
the new life, viI. 2, § 2: X. 8;
as a whole, viIl. &6 another

life, m1. 3; how to emoy.
Limb’ dlsmembered VIII. 34
Lion, 111, 2,§ 1; vI1. 36,§ 2
Lollius Ur‘)icus 347
Love of neighbour, vn. 22 31; 1x.
11; X.36,§2; XxI.
Love ‘or spare your enemies, VI. 6;
VII. 22, 65
Luclus, aphllosopher 377
Lust, I1. 10 ; IX.

XL 29

Man, tripartite (body, soul, mind),
IL 2; 1L 16; vI. 32; XII. 3;
intolerable, v. 10; vIIL. 24; his
work, VIII. 26 ; his relat,ionshlps
(trxcu'ﬂ;), VIII. 27 ; what like,
X. 19; be one, XI. 18 §10; true
interest of, 1l 7 reason of =
God, XII. 28

Many things, do not, 1v. 24 (Demo-
critus)

Marcus, simple life, 1. 3, 6 ; taught
at home, I. 4; dislike of the
‘ Games,” 5; not supersti-
tious I.é adevout worshipper,
XII writes dialogues, I. 6;
learns fmmllity, 1 7; eschews
poetry, rhetoric, and fine writing

7, 17, ep. p. 346 reads Epic-
tetus 1. 7 learns tolerat on,
I 9; tact, 1. 10; love of his
children, 1. 13, 17; reads
Stoic wrlters, 1. 14; gratitude
of, 1. 17; dlsposltion to do
evil, I. 17, § 1; xI 18,
annoyed with Rusticus, I 17 § 6
chastity of, 7, § 2; love of
mother, I. 17, § 6 ; of his wife, 1.

17, § 7; spits blood and has

vertigo, I. 17, § 8 ; bodily weak-

ness of, 1. 17, §6,p. 351 ; amatory
passions of, I. 17, § 6; benefac-
tions of, 1. 17, § 7 H eschews dia-
lectics, 1. 17, § 8; not skilled in
them, v 87 ; 1; and
g}lysics L 17, § 85 ot skilled

them, viI. 67 grows old, II.

6; V. ’31; H seep 349 ; thirst for

books, L 3’; address to soul, 1I.

MATTERS

6; IX. 39; sX. 1; does not reject
plty, 1. 13; at Carnuntum,
1. 17 ad. fin.; on the Gran,
I 17, ad. fin.; a Roman, II. 5;
; VI, 44; a ruler, II. 5. a
bull over the herd, xI1. 18, § 1
his memoranda, 1. 14 ; exoerpts
from books, I. 14; (?) history
of anclent Greeks and Romans,
. 14; longing for country
retreats, IV. 3, ¢p. X. 1; dislikes
rising in the mornlng V.1; VIIL
12 ; not sharp-witted, v. 5; VIIL
67; H hardly able to endure him-
self v. 10; his service ended, v.
31 N the court his st,epmother.
12; his name Antoninus, vI.
26, § 4 not Caesarified, vI. ‘50
consclous of failure, 1I. 4 8,
9, x. 8; still far from phllosophy,
VIIL 1; life at court against it,
VIIL 1, 9 but ¢p. XI. 7; no time
for study VIII. 8; deat.h of his
mother, 1. 17, § 7; VvIiL. 25; has
never in]ured anyone, VIII. 42;
? birth of a child, 1Xx. 3; ? his
child i, vmr 49, IX. 40 ; weary
of life and seems to wish for death,
IX. 3 ; recalls his past life, 1X. 21 ;
playing the philosopher, IX. 29 ;
contemns ingratitude, IX. 42
§4; captures Sarmatians, X.10;
feels that his death is deslred
X. 36; condemns Christian
martyrdoms, XI. 3; his life
demands phﬂosophy XL 7;
wonders why men value others
good opinion more than their
own, XII. 4; gruesome sights in
war, VIII. 34 pestilence, I1X. 2;
Marcus a man intensely eager
for the common weal, XI1. 13;
his patrimony, 360 ; regret at
adoption by Hadrian, 360 ; evils
of sovranty, 360 ;- resists popular
clamour, 362 ; firmness of, 364 ;
weeps, 368, 373; true to
philosophy, * '368; lenity, 368;
ree from boodguiltiness, 368
detested avarice, 373; goes to
lectures of Sextus, 377' death,
376 ff.
Material and causal, see Causal
Medley of things (xvxwv, Guppds),
Iv. 27, VL. 10; XIL 14
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Members, all are, of the whole body,
VI 18 X1. 8

Mebeorology,l 17,§ 8

Mind, a citadel, vIII. 48

Minister of the Gods Im. 4, § 8

Miracles, I. )

Mlstortuns, no evil, Iv. 49, § 2,

etc.
Mouse, fable of, x1. 22
Mountain, live as on a, X. 15, 28
Mu'ze's, the, xr. 18, § 11; ‘leader of,

MATTERS

IX. 7; away svith it, xm. 25;
of the many, X1.§23
Order, X11. 14 ; and chaos, IV. 27;

vI. 10
Others’ thoughts, I11. 4; Iv. 18
Organic and norganic unity, VI. 14
Out of sight, out of mind, 1v. 33
Pagderasty 1.16,§ 1; II1. 16 ; v. 10,

ain, II. 16 ; VII. 33, 64 ; VIIL 28
Pmcratium,xx 2; XI. 9. See also

Parmularlus (from parma, a small
Thracian tm-%et or shield), one
of a class of

Patrlclans want na.turaf aﬂecﬁon,

Pextholaus, a physician, 362

Pessimism blamed, v. 10 33 VI
lzsgm 24, Ix3§ Ix.35

Pestil

man, VIIL 7; -=Truth IX.1,§2;
of llvlng and of rational crosturss,
X. 2; only sends what we can
bear, v. 18 ; VIII. 46 ; X. 3 ; resig-
nation bo X. 14; above art, XI.
10; its groducts beautiful, 1.
2 has no waste, viL.
H the most venerable of
deihes,
Natural aﬂection, wanting in the
Patriclans, b 11
Necessity, ;. XII. 14, see Destiny
Nelghbours fellowship with (see
Fellowship), 11. 1; 4;v.16:
conduct towards V. 31,lx 3,§2,
27; love of, X 36 § 2 (see iove
of neighbour ; dhneutowards,
XI. 18, § 9; duty to, 111. 11, § 8

Objective (see Aim), xII. 8, 10, 18,

- 20

Objective or external things do not
touch us, Iv. 3, ete.

Obsolete words and persons, v. 33

Olives, 1. 2, § 1; IV. 48 ; VI.

Opindon (nu so Ima,;
Impressions), nothing exists but,
m.15; 1. 9;1v. 3, § 4, 7; VL. 52;
VIL 14 ; VIIL 40, 49 ; X, 3 XI. 18,
§7; XL 1, 8,22, 28 ; harm rests
only on, IV, 8 !4 vI. 14, 20 ;
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e, IX. 2
Philosophy,l 6, 17 §8;11. 17 ; Iv.
30; vI. 12; .15 X, 29
41; XI1. 7; the one thlng,
1. 17 as schoolmaster, v. 9;
heads ot XI. 18; phllosopher v
the'true ones, I. 16,§ 5

Physics, 13, 1X. 41
(Epicurus) ; X. 9,

Pity, 11. 18, see . xili.

Pleasure,v 1, ; and pain . 16,

ete.

Plot of ground a man’s own = his
inner

Plural (2nd person), used generi-
cally, XI.

Poetry,1.17,§ 4
ompeinnus, 352

Popélh.r apglause (see Fame) 1. 16,

vl;rosterlty (m F:me), VI. 18

alse, IV. ; from what sort of

men, II1. 4, §4; VIIL. 62; vmbs
Ix182784 X. 13; x118

Prayer, VI. 44; IX 40 of
Athenians, v.'7

Present Time only ours, II. 14; I
10; XII. 1, 3, 26. See Time

Prlnclples,mAxloms

Proverbs, * his destiny no man can
escape e (women s proverb, from
Plato), VII. 46 ; “ to the sweat.lnx
state,”’1.16,§9; ““ the last of his
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race,” . 31; ‘““to be of one
bush but ‘not’ of one mind,”
(? gardener” sproverb) XI.8;* the
second best course,” IX. 2
Providence, I1. 3; 1v. 3,§2, 40; VI.
10, 44; IXZB xIIl424
Puppets or munonetwe men like,
1. 2; 1I1.16; V1. 16 ; 28 ; vi. 29,
XII. 19; in’ good sense, X. 38

uails, I. 6
8uxnuin, the, 373
Radiation of light, viri. 57
Reason, the rullng (‘rb ngww.xov),

8:vu.5,16,17 28, 33 ; VIII. 48,
48, 61; 1x. 15, 22; XI. 14;
emanates from God, 1. 1, 4;
v. 27; IX. 8; Xm. 26, 80..the
reason Iv. 4 13 VIL. 9 IX. 10;
X. 24; bofohow 1.8, the semi-
nal, or genemtive, Iv. 14, 21;
VI. 24 reverence for, 1v. 16;
civic, Iv. 29 ; art of, V. 14 ; VIII,
40 ; shared with the Gods, VIL, 53 ;
.t.ands aloof, v. 26; of ot.hers,
VI 55; right reason, XIL 36;
masterlnlts own house, VI 56'
our noblest part, v. 21; VL 16'x.
13 ; how usedbyus V. 11 X. 24
XI1, 33; to be safeguarded XI,
19 of Unlverse m.3,v.8,§5;
§ 2; VIL 10, X1, 26:

all mt.lonal thingn akln 1. 4, 314

Regeneration of
(maAcyyeveoia), Vll. 19 "IX. l §4
28, §2; x1. 1, § 2] See
Heraclitus

Repentance and regret, v. 9, 36;
VIIL 10, 47 ; XI. 19

Reservation, under or oondltlonally
1v. 1, 51;

Reve tﬁe best.

Rhetorle, 1. 7, 17, §4 Chetoricians
lectures, p. 375

River of chan, e, see also Heraclitus

Bomah to t kas,u.5; act as,
m. 6; ancient Romans, IIT. 14

Royal conduct, viIL. 36

Runaway slaves, X. 25

Salvation, how gained, XII. 29
Sameness in life and world I 14;

MATTERS

Iv. 32, 33; VIL. 1, 48; VIIL 6;
XI. 1; XIL 24
Sanctity (o0edTns), V. 9; XI1.20,§2;

XII.
Schools, public, 1. 4
Seowling face, VII. 24
Scutarius, a glndhtor with a hrge

Self, ret.irement into Iv. §§ 1 4;

VII. 28, 33, 59 ; VIIL

Senate, VIII. 30 ; see also p. 363;
deference to, 376

Serene face, VI. 30 ; v'u. 60

Sensation, bodily, v. 26, ete

Sexual in ro%urse,w 13; v 21

MS);

Similes, hands feet, teeth, 11. 1;
VI. 33, signal of bat,tle m. 5;
storming a breach, VII. 7 ; dnmn,
1. 8; XIIL 36; doctors, m. 13;
V1. 35, 55 VIIL 15; fire, Iv. 1:
X. 31, §2 "incense, IV. 15; head
iand of rock Iv. 49; bread wf'
olives, ears of eorn, lion, d
boar, 111. 2 ; spider,v.1; X.10;
bee, V. 1; VI. 54; x.s; XI. 18;
vine, v. 6, § 1, efc ; masons, V.
8: sore eyes, V. 9; children’s
quarrels, v. 33; IX. 24; flow of
river, V. 23 ; VIL 19; IX. 29 (see
Heraclitus) ; snapping terriers, v.
33 ; pet dogs, viI. 3; fish-ponds,
VI. 3; ants, V. l,vn 3; miee,
VII. 3, XI. 22 strong smell, v.28'
XI. 15 harmony, VI. 11‘ ball-
play, VI. 57; . 20, bubble.
VIII. 20 ; sphere VIII. 41 ; cobbler
and carpenter, VIIIL 60; foun-
tain, vim. 51, § 2; amphi-
theatre, X. é; pancratiast,
XI. 2; XIL 9; plot of ground
Iv. 3; X. 23; pig sacrificed,
X. 28; digestlon X. 31,

35; cyllnder, X. 33 §3; "sound
eye, X. 35; shuttle, gen, whlp,
X. 38; desertlon, XI.

ridlni XIL. 6; ba.niahment xu

36; ght XIT. 15; sands of the
sea, VII. 34 ; mill, X. 35

Simplie'lty, v, 26 37 von. 81; Ix.
37; X. 9,

Slnglng, .2

Sleep, II. 1; 1Iv. 46; V. 1; VI. 42

Smoke, V. 29; ‘all things ‘are as,
31; Xm. 27, 33. Seeakoﬂylea!
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Smyrna, earthquake, 37 3 387

Soclal acts, see ‘ellowshi hip

Soul, (\vary) one, XII. 30; when
glven XII. 24 ; a sphere, XL 12;
of animals, I1X. 9, § 2; transfer-
ence after death, v. 33; extin-
guished, vII. 82; VIIL 5, 25; XI.
3; taken up into the primary
fire, IV. 21; VL. 24; X. 7, § 2
scaftered into the atoms, VII.
32; X.7,§2; XI. 3; ltsproper

aphere V1. 14; of God, v.
34; an exhalation from blood
v VI. 15 ;=ruling reason,

her own mmiter. v. 19, 20; ex-
istence of, after death, Iv. 21 ; XI.
3; XILD; addressed Im.6; XI1.1;
attributes of, XI

‘lpenking in publlc v. 36; vII
5, 30; truthful 1. 12, 16 §2;
quperﬂuous . clear viII. 51;
freedom of speech VI. 30

Spectacles, public I. 16, § 7
Sparta, XI. 24. See alxop 362

Sphere, VIII. 41 " XI. 12; X11. 3

Stars, vI. 43 ; x1. 27

Study, v

Substance,. as a river, v. 23 (see
also Heraclitus) ; one, Xm. 30;
the Universal, vI. 1; VIL 9, 19

Suicide (e.fa.yqu—not used by
Marcus) m. 1; VIII. 47;
IX.2; §28§2(seenote) 32,

The Stoles permitted suicide on
the g{g}xgds of %tﬂ(i)ltl«lsm bc;r
an y, poverty, incurable
P Ing n¥l dpo , or when the
true life could not ’otherwise be
maintained, but Marcus only
admitted the last
Suidas (circa 900) quotes Marcus
29 times, and most probably
refers to him without name on
30 other occasions. Half of the
quotations are from the first two
books, and three-quarters under
the first five letters of the alpha-

bet
Superstition, 1. 6, 16, § 3; VvI. 30
Suspense of fudgment (mrox'i) 1. 16,
§9; XI.11; ep. XI.

Tact, 1. 10
Ts.lkers, 1.7
Tension (révos), VI. 38
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Things, indifferent, 11. 11 seed of
other things, 1v. 36 ; transitory,
V. 10, § 1, etc.; repeat them-
selves, Iv. 44, 45; VvIl. 6; truly
regarded VI. 33.

Thoughts, mould character, v. 16
VII. 3; open to all, XI1. 4; of
others, II1. 4, § 1; our own, II.

4,82

Time, lost for ever, I1. 4; abyss of,
Iv. 3, §3; 50; 1x.32; XIL 7.
See Present Time

urns) watched by
mourners, VIII. 37

Tradition, 1v. 46

Tragedy (aee Drama), I. 6, § 2;
L. 7,8; v.29; IX. 29; XI. 3, 6;
XII. 36

Transformation (see Change), 1v. 21 ;
V.13; VI. 15; IX

Trials good for man, x. 33, § 4

Truth, learn to hear the L 11
m ; and error, V1. 21 ; eroic
truth in every word, 1. 12; has
“fled to Olympus V. 33; is
one, VII. 9; soul deprived of it
involuntarily, vII. 63, ete.;
identical with Nature, IX. 1,
§ 2; from the heart, XI. 19

Tutor (rpodevs), 1. 5, 17 §4; v.31

Tyrgnta 1. 11; 1v. 31; VI 34 XI1I.

357
Tzetzes (about 1150) quotes Marcus,
Chil. vi1. 804=1V. 21 ; Chil. v
808, vl 223=v. 33, VI. 15;
Chilé VIL. 800, VIII. 224=VI. 13,
IX.

Unity, vI. 10; 1X. 9, § 2

Universe, a state or cit,y, II. 16;
m. 11; 1Iv. 3, 4, 29;
XIL 36; all thlngs irom it and

to it, 1v. 14 ;=Nature, 1v. 23,
29; a llving belng v. 40°
the Universal Nature, II. 16;

what benefits it, benefits all,
X. 6, 33; onyof V.8; VI
11; bound up with every part
V. 8, § 3; mxstery of, v. 10;
one, VII. t it is, vur. 52
Unkindneufoothers,n 16, vm 34;
thwarting one another, II
Utog{u (Plato’s), rx2 29;
e,

impos-
v. 17,
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Value (aéia), due, set on things;
1. 11 ; 1v. 32 ; XI. 37 (Epictetus)

Venetianus, a partizan of the Blue
Faction in the Circus, I. 6

Verus, Martius, 348 f., 351

Vice, v. 35; VIL. 1, elc
Victory, aculous,

Vine, v. 6, § 1; VI. 14, 16 Vi 19,
46 ; 1xX. 10

Violence defined, 364

Virtue, virtues, 111. 6, § 1, 11, § 2;
v. 5, 9, 12; IX. 42; XI 1, §2,
2; its own reward, v.6; VII. 73,
74; 1X. 42,8 5; XI. 4; fled to
Olympus, v. 83; its motion, v1
17 ; what it is, vI. 50

Vortex, or rotation, the external
circumambient (&vq), Xm. 8;
:hle soul a vortex ( poupos), II. 17

Walking barefoot, v. 8
. Vi
Web of Fate, I1. 3; m.4 §3, 11 16;
Iv.526 34,40, V.8, 53 VIL 57;
X.
Wickedness must exist, IX. 42, §3;
XI. 18,§1;

6,
wild beasts III 2 § 2, 16; 1v.
16; v. 1, 20 VI

MARC. AUREL

Wit, acuteness of, v. 5; VI. 47

Words, deeds, thoughts, super-
ﬂuou Iv. 24

World, the, a city (see Universe),
I 16; 1L 11; IV. 3,§ 2, 4, 20°
X. 16, xn. 36 "bird’ 8-eye View of,

Worth, (see hlue) to be taken into
account, XI. 87 ; XII, 1
Worthlzeseness of mundane things,

II. 1
Wrestling, vIiI. 52, 61; see also
ﬁano:ratlum:boxing and wrest-

Wmng—dolng, due to lust and
anger, II. 10; rests with the
doer, V. 26; VII. 29; IX. 20, 38 ;
XI. 13; doer harms hlmself,
Iv. 26; 1IX. 4, 38; involuntary,
. 3, §2 vII. 22, 63 (Plato);
XI. 18 §§ 2 38; done by others,

VII. 22 VI 55; IX. 42; doer
to be kindly admonlshed ’X.
our own, X. 30; XI. 18, §4

Zeus, v. 7, 8, §§ 2, 27 XI. 8; city

of, 1Iv. 23=vipo

Zonaras (cwca. 1100) following
Suidas, quotes Marcus three
times, each time from the first
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IL-INDEX OF PROPER NAMES AND-
QUOTATIONS IN THE «“THOUGHTS™

(For other names see Index 1.)
Aescula; us, prescribes his  Archimedes, named among acute
Vo V. 8; definite sphere of wits, VI. 47

work, VI 3

Aesop, ’fable of, XI. 22, possibly
taken from Horace

Agrlppa, war minister of Augustus,

Alclphron (? the Sophist and writer
fictitlous new comedy let,ters),
named as recently alive, X. 31
Alexander, the Grammarian of
iaeum, teacher and tutor of
Marcus, I. 10; the Platonist
(“ Clay-Plato ), Greek secretary
to Marcus in 174, A.D., I 12; the
Gmt 1. 8; VI. 24; 8, IX.

X. 27

Annia Cornlﬂcia sister of l(arcus,

(see Introd. p. xIv),I 17, §1
Anonymous  quotations, from
unknown tragic writer, ana-
paestic chorus, viI. 51; (?) sen-
arius from unknown poet, 1. 17
1. 7 ¢p. Fragm. Ades
3 516 Nauck; XI. 10, 30;
?) VviI. 41; (9) from some
drama, VII. 43, . P 379; the
old man and his foster-child’s
top, v. 86; lines of poetical
cast, Iv. 34, 49 ; X. 16§ 2line 6 ;
XII. 8; running straight for the
goal, Iv. 18: sharp sight, vIm.

Antisthenes, the C
quot;d, VII. 36 (see Diog. Laert.,

VI. 3)
Antoninus Pius, 1. 16, 17, §
Iv 33 VI. 30; .25 21,

D. 38
Apollonius Sboic philosopher of
Chalcedon 1. 8; 17,8 5

c philosopher,
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Areius, domestic philosopher to
Augustus, viI. 31
Aﬂsto‘fhmes,
ch. 661), 66( Nuba 862)

Asin a oorner of the world, v1. 36

Athenians, prayer of, V. 7

Athenodotus, disciple of Musonius
and teacher of nto, I

At.hgs, a clod of the Universe, *Vi.

Augustus type of de]mrtbd5 grmd~
eur, IV. »
gister lmd éxught»et of, dlnded
to, vl 3

Buccémlus, an unknown philosopher,

L

Baiase, health resort on the coast of
Campanln Xn. 27

Benedicta, an imperhl eoncubl.ne
probably Hadrian’s, 6

Benetianus (=Venetumus5
Index, I

Brutus, named with Thrasea, Cato,
etc,I. 14

Cadicianus, unknown long-liver,

lv 50. Possibly corrupt for
aecilianus, as Gataker

Caleta 1. 17, § 8. The suposed
scene of Faustina’s debauc
Capit. XIX. 7

Caesar, Gaius, i.e. Julius Caesar,
m. $; vim 3; rs,x 31

Caeso, or Kaeso, 33. K.
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Fablus Vibulanus killed with

nearly the whole Fabian Gens

at the Cremera, in 479

founder of the New
Rome, Iv. 33

Capreae, an island off Campania,
X11. 27. The supposed scene o
Tiberius’s debaucheries (Taci-

tus)
Carnuntum, 1. 17 ad. fin. The
headquarters of Marcus in the

German war (171-8, A.D., Eutrop.
via. 13) near Vlonna., now

C Haln;lbuxg the Fruit-bearer,, ¢
OTUs, e T,, 1.6.
*the Earth (or Demeter), VI. 43
Cataullinus, Fabius, X11. 27. Perhaps
the consul of 130 A.D.
Catuigs, Cinna, a Stoic philosopher,
I

Cato, of Utica, 1. 14; (?) the
nsor, 3, cp.. nto, ad
‘aes., II. 183; Uni M. Porcio

me dedica: despondi atgque

_delegavi (Marcus 23)
Cecrops, city of, (Athens) quota-
tion from Aristophanes, 1v. 23
Celuy Canlnlus, a Greek rhetorician
and Hadrlan’s se JVIIL 25 ;
and one of the teachers of Marcus,
see Capit., I1. 4

Chabrias, a freedman or favourite
of H 7

vl 8
Chaldaeans (astrologers), 1II. 3
Charax, unknown, mentioned for
his acuteness, viIl. 25
Christians, x1. 3. See Index I.
Chrysippus, establisher of 8toicism,
named with Socrates and Epic-
tetus, viI. 19 ; on the function of
ribald lines in a play, VI. 42
(?uoted with disapproval) ; simile
of cylinder (Aul. Gell., vi. 2, 1),

X. 93,62

Cithaeron, (Soph. Oed. Rez, 1390),
probably quoted from Epictetus,
XI.

Cleanthes, a possible reference to
his great hymn to Zeus, X. 28
Clotho, the Weaver of the Web of
Fate, Iv. 34

Crates, a Theban Cynic, of caustic
wit, quoted for a remark on
Xenocrates (perhﬁps on Tudos),
VI. 13 ; ¢p. under Monimus

Crito, friend of v Socrates and
Xenophon, X. 31 .

Croes;?, type of departed grandeur,
X.

Demetrius, the Platonist (for
whom, and not to his credit, see
Luclian, Calumn. 16), vim. 25.
But Arethas refers to this passage
in a note on Lucian, De Salt. 63
where the Demetrius spoken of
is the Cynic, the friend of
Thrasea (cp. also, Lucian, Demon.
3; Adv. Ind. 19). Consequently
o HAarwrikds would seem to be
an error for Kvvuds ; of Phalerum,
the distinguished orator, states-
man, and philosopher of Athens,
ctrea 300, 1X. 29, but Schenkl
obelizes 6 PaAnpevs

Democrates, a Pythagorean philo-
sopher, m whom is ken
(so Prof. Schenkl n loc.) the
quotation, *The Universe is
transformation, and Life is
opinion,” 1v. 8

Delllnocritus of Abdera, death, by

, III. H o not many
things,” Iv. 24 ; “ all things by
law,” vi. 31; atoms, VI 31

. H .
(see also under “ Epicurus”)
Dentatus (Wyse’s emendation for

Aecowvdtos), conqueror of the
Samnites and Pyrrhus, 1v. 33
Dl;)#enee, the Cynic, mentioned

th Heraclitus and Socrates
VII. 3, as writer of plays, XI.
Diggne.tus, 1. 6. Bome connect him
4 th the‘ relc;lplent of the Christian
'pistle to Diognetus
Dion, 1. 14, generally taken to be
the 8yracusan Dion. But Dion
of Prusa was a truer Bhilosopher
and better man, and he matches
better with Thrasea and Hel-
vidius. Moreover, Arethas (?)
twice quotes Marcus in notes to
Dio (see under * Arethas,”

Index 1.
Diotimus, a freedman or favourite
of Hadrian, vii1. 26, 37
Domitius (Dometius), 1. 13. The
Domitii were maternal (adoptive)
ancestors of Marcus
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Empedooles, quoted, * the sphere,”
XII. 3; (?) VIIL. 41 ; aAlecwats, IV.
3;v.15; IX. 19, 28

Epictetus, mentioned, vii. 19; his
‘“ Memorabilia,” 1. 7; *“ a little
soul bearing a corpse” (Epict.
Frag. 28), 1v. 41; IX, 24;

* words of ill-omen * (Epict. TiI.
24, 88, 89), XI. 34; looking for
unpossibllitles (Eplct. m. 24,
86, 87), XI. 33; ‘““no man can
rob us of our free will”’ (E ict
1L 22, 105), XI. 36; * O Cit
ron” (from Soph Oed. Rex 1890,
Epict 24, 18), X1._8; “ the
house is smoky and T quit i
(suiclde Epict. 1. 25, 18), v. 29;

“a soul deprlved ot truth only
against its will ”’ (Epict. 1. 28, 4;
1. 22, 37 cp Plato Rep. 111. 412),
Vi 63 18, § 3; Socrates
called tﬁe oplnlons of ‘the many
Lamiae (or popmoAuvxeia, Epict.
1I. 1, 15), X1 2;‘: change, I us-
trated from grape
. 24, 91-3), xr 35; 4 "tis
royal to do good and be abused ”
(Antisthenes, Epict. Iv. 20),
vil. 36; rules of life (Epict
Frag. 27) XI. .37; ep. VI
ad. init. ; * the question is about
‘being 'mad or sane” (Epict.
F’raq 28) xl 38; elenchus on

Socrates, (?) from
é)ictetus), xl 39 life a drama,

(Epict. Man 17), 36;

Marcus y Eplctetlzes
(Schol. to Codex D.), 1;
cp. also v. 27

Epicurus, on inbolerable pain,

VII. 33, 84 ; account of his illness
IX. 41; atoms (see also Demo-
cntus), VI. 10 (so Schol. toOodex

IX. 28; “to

) VIL H
think on t men,’ XI. 26
(by emenda ion meoupemv for

E l'l:f( v::ﬁ;) ibly f
pitynchanus, poss! one of
Hadrian’s clientdle, vIiL. 25

Eudaemon, unknown, though
named for ability, vim. 25.
Vitruvius (but the reading is not
above suspicilon) mentions a
celebrated astrologer of this
name
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Luripides,

Fabius,

‘Eudoxus, mentioned with Hippar-
chus and Archimedes, vi. 47. He
was renowned as astronomer,
physician and geometer

Euphrates, mentioned as recently

ve, X. 31. A Stoic philosopher
much praised by Pliny (Ep. 1. 10)
who held that a philosopher
should be a man of affairs, an
administrator, and judge.
Hadrian allowed him to commit
suicide by drinking hemlock
(Dio. 69, 8, § 2) in 118
uotations from Belle-

ind.) viL.

Hypsipyle (Frao
767 D), . 40; XI. 6; Antiope
(Frag. 207 D.), VII. 41 XI. 6;
Chrysippus  (Frag. 836 D.),
VIL. 50 ; Supplices (1. 1110), viI
51; unknown plays (Frag.
890, 1007, Dind.), X. 21; VI
42 or Aristophanes ¢.v.; XII. 26

Em-ope6 a corner of the Universe,

rophon (Frag.

Eutyches, an unknown philosopher,

of previous times, x. 31

Eut‘ychlon, an unknown %hiloaopher

previous times, X

an unknown long-liver,
1v. 50 ; Fabius Catullinus, a lover
of the country, XII. 27. See also

Caeso
Father and grandfather of Marcus,

Faustina, wit'e of Marcus, 1. 17 §
7, 31; (?) IX. 3; see also
pp 362 365, 367

Faustina, "wife of Pius, viII. 25

[Gnomologia], anecdote of Socrates
1(;;1)«1 Perdlccas (Archelaus) from

Gra.n:u, I 17 ad. fin. The river
Gran, near Buda-Pesth

Hadrian, a8 a type of depm-ted
grandeur, 1Iv. 33; VIIL. 5, 25, 37;
X. 27. See also under Bene-
dicta, an rP 360

Helvidius (Priscus), an upright but
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impucticable Stoic, who drove
n to anlsh and put
him to death, 1

Hellce, a city of Acheis swallowed

by the sea 373 B.O., IV. 48
Hellenes, the Ancient Greeks I 14
]Ieraclltus, about 500 B.0. The
toics borrowed their ideas of
Physics largely from him. Men-
th Pythagoras, Socrates,
and Diogenes, VI. 47; VIII. 3;
manner of deat.h I, :’& theory
of n})erlodic conﬂagratlons of the

verse m X. 7; cycles of
change, v x 28 X 1;
flux of things, 3 ad.
fin., 365 V. 10, 15 4;
vi. 19, 25; IX. 19 \: 75

simile of river, o 17; 1v. 43,
V. 23; VI. 15; motion above
and below, vi. 17; [VIL ll];
IX. 28, imerchange of
ments, Iv. 46; the man that
forgets his way, Iv. 46; even
sleepers seem to act and speak,
Iv. 46; VI 42; *“ children
from parents or ‘‘what our
fathers have told us,” Iv. 46;
the soul “an exhalation from
blood,” v. 33; vi. 15; men
at variance with the Reason of
the Unlverse, 1v. 46 ; what they
‘‘ encounter * every day, theiy"
deem strange, Iv. 46; “ to thin
on great men ”’ (? trom. Heracl. ),
XL

Herculaneum (Herclanum), des-
troyed 79 A.D

Hesiod quooed( 186), XL 32;
(ibid. 197) ng ’

Hipparchus, a great mathematician
and astronomer about 150 B.C.,
here mentioned with Archimedes
and Eudoxus, VI. 47. Aur.

ctor has a curious story
(De Caes, XLI. 20) of Marcus
punishing the feople of Nicaea
(in Blthynin) or not knowing
(the text here is doubted) that
Hipparchus was born there
Higﬁoa&tﬁs (about 450 B.0.) III.
Galen the grea.test of old-
time physicians. A tree under
which he is said to have taught
still exists at Cos, his birthplace

NAMES, ETC.

l!omet, quoted (Il. VI 147—9),
34 VL

viI. 10.
(0d., 1. 242), v, 33; (ibid
600), V. (ibid. IX. 413),
XI. 31 (? The Néxvia, Od. XI
but see Memppm)lx 24
Hymen, an unknown philosopher of
a previous age, X. 31

Julianus, an unknown long-liver,
Iv. 50

Lacedaemonians, see Spartans

Lanuvlnm on the Appian Way,
where Plus was born, and had a
villa, 1. 186,

Leonnatus Iv 33. One of Alexan-
der’s Generals, and quite out of
plece among Roman worthies,

entatus
Le ldus, a lover of long-life, 1v. 50.
ossibly the triumvir

Lorium, a villa of Pius on the Via
Aurelia, where he died 7 March,
-161, 1. 16,
Lucilla, Domitia (Celvilla, Cagnl .)s
mother of Marcus, I.

, y H lessons learnt
from her 1. 3 ; letter of Rusticus
to, 1. ; early death of, 1. 17,
§ 6; vor life with, 1x. 21.
See also p. 60

Lucian, posslbly referred to in
“ Menippus and others like him,”

Lupus, Luslus, unknown, possibly
a mistake for L. Licinius Lucullus,
the conqueror of Mithridates,
whose luxurious gardens an
villas were well-known, X11. 27

Maecenas, the minister of Augustus
and friend of Horace, viI. 31
Marclanus an unknown philosopher,

6. There was a notable
physician of this name (Marti-
anus) in the time of Marcus

Maximus, Claudius, a Stoic philo-
sopher and teaciler, %hy es-
teemed by Marcus, om he

thanks the Gods that he knew,
1. 17, § 10; whose character he
draws as that of a perfect man,
1. 15; his illness, 1. 16 ad. fin. ;
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survived by his wife, vi. 25;
possibly consul circa 145, legatm
of Pannonia 154 and proconsul
of Africa circa 157 ; the vir sanct-
issimus of Apulelus

Menander, quoted, in referenca to
the sayin t Monimus, “ all is
Frag. 249 Kock),

; more luxury than com-
tort (Frag. 491 Kock), v. 12
Menippus, mentioned as a mocker
of man’s life, V1. 47 ; his Néxvia
gosslbly referred to, IX. 24. A
ynic and satirical wriber. com-
Patriot of Lucian, and often
troduced by him into his works.
The Scholiast (Arethas, qo) on
Luc. Pw€M26, refers to
passage of Marcus
Monimus, a Cynic and pupil of
Dlogenes uoted from Menander
(g. v) opinion is vanity,”
. 1

Nero, coupled with Phalaris, 111. 16

Origanion, unknown, lately dead,
VI. 47

Pantheia, the concubine of Lucius
Verus, "and mentioned as watch-
ing his tomb (urn). The wrlter
of the dialogues Imagines a
Pro Imagini (attributed to
Lucian) speaks in very
terms of her beauty
character, vII1. 37

Pergamus, a freedman or favourite

Lucius Verus, viIIL. 37

Perdi , king of Macedonia (pro-
bably a mlstake for Archelaus)
m connection with Socrates,

Phalarls, the tsglcal tyrant, 1. 16

Phalereus, see Demetrius, IX. 29

Philip, Klngl of Maoedoma, men-
tioned with Alexander and Deme-
trius of Phalerum, I1X. 29; with
Alexander and Croesus, X. 27

Philistion. unknown, lately dead,
VI

Phodon, the great Athenian, anec-
dote of (cp. Musonius Rufus, p.
65, ed. Hense), XI. 13
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and

Phoebus, lately dead,

Plndu, quoted (from Plato, ¢.0.),
“ the secrets of Hades,” 1. 13
Plabo hlsl‘{ggpia, 1X.20; quot&hon

unknown,

,D ), . 44, 45 Pindar
by (Theaet. 173 E.), 1.
wise man clty like
shepherd on the hills (Thead
174 D.) 23; oodn ess,
love of ﬁfe (Goryg. ¢l

486 A
t:u)e phllosoxgier (Plnto Tim. 61,
ee
[Plutmch], perhaps obed Iv.16;
52 referred l, §

Sec also under Sextus

Pompell, destroyed by Vesuvius,
79 A.D., IV. 48

Pompeius named with Caesar and
Alexan&er, 8; vma. 3; the
Gens Gens lPompm has died out,

Praslanus (Prasinus), a partizan
of the Green Faction in the Circus
. 5; Lucius Verus, whose horse
Fuer (Volucris) was ridden under
the Green colours, unfairly
favoured the Greens, and on one
on, while presiding at the
games with Marcus, had a hostile
reception from the spectators
Capit. Vit. Ver., V1. 2
Pythagoras, named wlth Heracli-

28
quo

tus and rates, VI. 47 ; tenet
quoted, ~* the stars in their
courses,” XI. 27

Quadi, I. 17 ad. fin. A German
tribe of the modern Moravia, who
with the Marcomanni were the
chief enemies of Marcus in the

first war, 170-174. They inearly '

repeated ‘the exploit of Arminfus
in the so-called * miraculous
victory ” in 174 (or, as Domas-
zewski, 171), pp. 369, 371

Quota! tions from own authors,
se¢ Anonymous
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Rome, v1. 44

Rufus, see Velius

Rusticus, Stoic phllosopher, teacher
and intimate friend of Marcus,
who, a8 praefectus urbi, condemned
Justin to martyrdom; lessons
learnt from him self-disclpnne,
contempt of dlalectlcs theorlc,
rhetoric, poetry and fine ge
not to be a prig, to cultiva
good taste, simp! clty in letter-
writ.ln¥ sweet reasonableness

n reading, suspicion of

volubility, and a lmowledge of

Eplctetus, . 3 M. some-

times oﬂ‘ended wl‘h l 17 §6

Salamlninn the (Leo), Socrates sent
Thirty Tyrants for, VII.

66

Sarmatians, these appear as enemies
about 174, AD X. 10. They were
a Slav people ‘from the present
Poland and Russia.  Their
women fought.

Satyron, an unknown philosopher
of recent tlme, X. 31

Scipio, 1v.

Secunda, wife of Maximus, VvIIL 25

Severus, called “ brother,” I. 14;
and so probably the father of
Claudius Severus, who married
one of Marcus’ daughters (?
Fadilla). But he seems to have
been a philosopher and is pos-
sibly identical with the Peripat-
etic philosopher Severus (Capit.

. Mar., m. 3), mentioned

X. 31. arcus was hi

geat champion of Sceptical
osophy possibly quoted
Iv. 81), VI 14;
“ all ls vanlty * (from Mommus,
mll)dso Menander; Sext. Emp.
I 1), IL.
Silvanus, an unkuown philosopher
of a previous age, X. 31
Sinuessa, a coast town on the border
of Latium and Campania, letter
of Rusticus from, 1. 7
Socrates, named with Heraclitus
and l5ythagoras and Diogenes,
V1. 47 ; vil. 3, with Chrysippus
a.nd Eplcbetus, vi. 19; pu lio
and character, VII. 66;
conduct with Xanthlp%e XI. 28 % :
his ;elf-oolnetrol (? from enophon,
qv , L
44, 45; kllled by (humani
vermln . uoted (from
Eplctetus, q.v. ) on the notions of
the vulgar, XI1. 23; (? from Epi-
ctetus, ¢.v.) on rational souls, XI.
39; (from Plato, ¢.v.) on a soul
freed lrom sense-impressions, I11. 8
Socraticus, an unknown phlloso-
pher of previous times, X. 31
So hg;:les qugter)l from i:]plctetus
Spartans, oourbesy to strangers,
Stertmlus of Baiae, XII. 27. Pos-
sibly the rich physiclan of
Naples, Pliny, N.H., XXIX. §
Stoics, facts of the Umverse
unintelligible even to. V.

Tandasis, an unknown philosopher,

one time called Severus, Capit.
L. 9, ¢p. Galen, vii. 478 Kiithn

Severus, Catilius, maternal great-
grandfather of Marcus, who
expectod to succeed Hadrian,

4
Sextus of Chaeronea, a Stoic philo-
sopher, grandson of Plutarch,
L 9. arcus made him his
assessor on the bench (so Suidas)
and attended his lectures late
in life (Philost. Vit. Soph., 1. 9)
Sextus Empiricus, of date uncertain
but probably near the end of the
2nd century. He was an
‘ empiric ** physician and the

'.[‘elauges, son of Pythagoras and
Theano (su Diog. Laert. Pyth.
XXII. 26), VII. 66

Theodotus, a lreedman or minion
of Hadrian (probably), I. 17, § o

Theophrastus, the successor
Aristotle In the Perlpatetlc
Philosophy, uoted from with
approval, * ences due to lust,
and to anger,

Thrasea, the noble %t/olc put to
death by Nero in 63. His last
words were addressed to Deme-
trius the Cynic (for whom see on
Demetrius), I. 1
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Tiberius, at Capreae, XII. 27

ijms,zm instance of past grandeur
Iv.

Tro phorus, unknown philoso-
pEer of a previous age, X. 31

Tusciltl;um, now Frascati, in Latium,
L

Valerius, se¢ Volesus

Velius Rufus, unknown, Xxi1. 27

Verus, M. Annius, grandfather of
Marcus, 1. 1; 1. 17, § 1; IX. 21

Verus, Annius, father of Marcus,
1. 2,v. 4, 13, 31 ; vIIL. 25 ; IX. 21

Verus, Lucius Aurelius, adopted
brother and son-in-law of Marcus,
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1.17, 8§ 4; vII. 37. See also pp.
367, 387

Volesus, or Volusus, undoubtedly
P. Valerius Volusi filius Poplicols,
the hero of the first years of the
Republic, descended from the
Sabine chief Volesus (Sil. Ital.
. 8), Iv. 33

Xanthippe, the shrewish wife of
Socrates, XI. 28 A i

Xenocrates, a Platonist philoso-
pher from Chalcedon, vI. 13
see Crates

Xenophon, perhaps quotation from
(Mem. 1. 3, 15),1. 16, § 9, X. 31
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aduddopa (=udoa), V. 20; VI. 32, 41,
45; vir, 31; vinn. 56; XxI1. 16:
things indifferent, i.e. neither
good nor bad = (1) things abso-
lutely indifferent, such as the
number of pebbles on the shore;
(2) mponyuéva, things to be chosen
as having a relative value, as
good health; (3) amponyuéva, to
be rejected, as of less relative
value. ¢p. Fronto, De Elog.
Nab. p. 143

aepades, 76, 1V. 4, 21; VUI. 54 1X.9;
X.7,82. From a comparfson of
these we get 10 orepéuvior = 1o
yendes (earth), 7o l'r'yp:‘w (water),
70 mWvevpaTikov = 10 aepddes (X. 7,
§ 2, the spiritual or pneumatic into
airy or aerial), 76 mvpades (fire)
= ? 70 voepdv, cp. XI. 2

airia, 76 aiTov, 76 aiTi@des (see Sen-
eca, Ep. 65), the Causal, Formal,
or Formative Principle which
makes a thing what it is, con-
trasted with $An (matter), 1v. 21;
V1. 5; VII. 29; VIII. 3, 11; XII. 8,
10, 18, 29; the Primary Cause, or
Nature, or God, VIII. 27; IX. 29;
the Individual Cause in Man, vIII.
7; IX. 31; X. 26; the Quality of
the Cause, i.e. the power it has of
making a thing what it is, 1X. 25;
absorbed into the Adyos of the
Universe, vil. 10; Destiny, the
primal Cause and sum of all lower
causes, V. 8

axatdAnmros, dxaraAnfia, impossi-
bility of any certain conviction,
v. 10; vII. 54. It was the main
position of the Sceptics that
nothing could be really known,

but even Socrates and his suc-
cessors said similar things. Epi-
tetus stoutly maintains the con-

trary

arowvidimTos, one who selfishly disre-
gards the common interests and
cuts himself adrift from his fel-
lows, 1I. 1, 2; NI §; VIIL. 34;
X. 68 XI. 18 ad fin.; XII. 23

&vagopd, the reference of a thing to
its end or purpose, its relation to
its objective, with Cause and
Matter making up the whole
thing, x11. 8, 10, 18, 20

afia, (1) the true value or worth of
things, (2) the relative value of
tﬁngs preferential, 111. 11; VI. 3,
etc.

awdfeia, the passionless calm of the
true Stoic, 1. 9 (of Sextus); vI.
16; XI. 18 ad fin. ; cp. arapafia

araf Aeyopeva, words only found (it
seems) in Marcus are: axvBevros
1. 8; tavdpovopeiofar X. 19; av-
8vAAov IV. 20 ; amarlaxTav X. 36;
amokargapiovadar VI. 30 ; amoppéuB-
egfas 111, 4; IV 22; awpoordTnTos
XII. 14; dpeoxevrinos 1. 16; adu-
giodoyitws X. 9; apikdpdios IX. 33
yaAdxTiov V. 4 ; yAioxpeveafac V. 5 5
yAoooqua IV. 33; éupidorexveiv
VIL. 54; tévepynoeieww M. 7; év-
Tépiov (?) V1. 18 tevxapievrideatar
1. 15; xaXoibxns 1.1 ; kovovonuoavvy
I. 16; pvidiov VII. 3; pufdpiov 1V.
48; VI. 13; opodoyparev IX. 3;
XI. 8 opobauveiv XI. 8 ; mapadnreiv
XII. §5; mepiopos 1. 15; mpowrwr-
wxds XI. 10 ; mpooprigoedfar IV. 49;
purracricds 1. 16; gepvorvdia IX.
29, oguapdydiov IV, 20; oTpwpdriov
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V. 1; ovykararixear V. 1; ouu-
m;pvwﬂum 11; VIN. 23; ocvupn-
pmn; Iv. 40; w,:.np«.dmwa{ccou
. 38; wp.rpoamwcwvu 22; X.

31 XI. 27; gvvepdéperw II. 4;
wwnOew (?) Iv. 34; TpLyeprivios,
Iv. 50; vmépragis, X g davra-
awomhixrws, 1. 75 xv)mp:.ov V1. 13

ampoalpera, not in our cholce
or power, XII. 3, 23, 33

dapxai, Zeno rewgnized Beis (16 wou-
ovv) and YAy (10 wdoxov) a8 apxai
or Beginnings

atapafia (cp. amdbea) IX. 31, free-
dom from perturbation at external
things

a‘roy.ol., IV 3; VI. 24; viI. 32, 50;
X! 28, 39; X. 6; xI. 18.
Tndividble. atom. sndowed with
motion were, according to Demo-
critus, and after him Eplcurus
and Lucretius, the origin of all
things without any First Cause.
Marcus often lputs this view, but
. only to reject it
adopun = means. Marcus does not
use the word in its Stoic sense of
“ disinclination ** X opui

Saipwy, evil spirit, 1. 8; good, X
13; = ebdaipovia, o, 17 H the
‘‘genius” or ‘““daemon’’ within us,
m.13,17;111.6,7,12,16 ; VIIL. 45;
XIL. 3; glven by ieus to us. v.27;
= Oeos', Vv.10; = vovs, ITI. 3

&m\mnc VII. 50, etc.; a breaking u

thfngs into thelr componen!
and the subsequent sifting
out of these into the elements

&avma, taculty of thought, or mind,

Aoyexy Yuxi, VI. 323 Ilot
aﬂected by the motions of the
wvcv!m. v.3

&Mrvew&u, to breathe through the

s and arteries, a medical
theory (see Gataker in loc. for il-
lustr%tlons from Galen), nr. 1;
VL

S6yua, a postulate, axiom, or prin-
ciple established by reason and

experience; what the sensations

are to the body and impulses to
the soul, 8éyuara are to the intel-
ligence, TII. 16; called *“sacred,”

X. 9. Seexpipa ' and feapnua
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eldos, only used once (XI. 20) in its
gﬁ hical sense of “general
clnss *’ or “ specles
u'mpy.ew,, Ny, destln . 6; v.8,
etc. ; =Clotho, 1v. 34 'ra avyKAud:
Smeva, IL 4, 11, 16; Iv. 26;
7 wempopévy, M. 8; 70 wuBa.wov,
1V. 44 etc.
éxxAias, avoldance )( Spekes (g.v.),
vin, 7; X1. 87. The things that
are “ within the man” are xpigs
judgment, opuy impulse, opefes
propension towards, exxAcois
aversion from, a thing, vim. 28;
but the latter must be reservod
only for thlngs in our power,
T ens, eyeltoal conflagration of
éxmvpwats, Cyc! conflagration O
the Universe, a doctrine of
Heraclitus (¢.v.), m. 3. Justin
Apol. il. 7 points out the dif-
terence between the Stoic and
Christian view of this conflagra-
tion (2 8t. Peter iii. 7, 10)
évvoia, conception, thought or no-
tion not amounting to a convic-
y tlon (86ypa), but xowy éwvoa =
davragia kaTaAnTTiKy, a conclusive
conviction. See mpéAnyus
éfaywyr = suicilde does not occur,
but see 1. 1 (éfaxTéor)
éfis, V1. 14; V. 16 ; XI. 18; X1, 16.
Lucian, Convw. 23, , T( Sta-
¢epu éais sftm, and in Hermot.
he laughs at the jargon of
phllosophy with its éfes and
axéoes, its xMw\m,(ms and ¢avra-
glw. Zxéois, feature; s,
simple ‘easentlal form or quaiity
(ﬂotirnn) $ias, aforming power.

ebdaipovia, harmony of man's will

(Stuuwv) with God’s = eVpoia Biov,

3 ( a, Epict. i. 4. 6),

m’t‘.il‘:ealmmpogel;v ;r:)f e virtuous

life = ebodeiv, V. 34; X. 6; even

of Zeus hlmself é, evpovy xai
feovdy) Biov, II

cvépyua, the actlv!ty of the Yvxs
trasted with retos (¢.v.) = the
pasaivity of the body, V. 20, etc.

Nyemovekdv, 16 (Or 76 KV svov, 70
wpocupef:n év, VIIIL, 56), 'ﬁ
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Reason (?.v.) or Principle (or
Inner Self, Rendall), 1. 2; IV. 13
V. 26; XII. 14, eto. = Adyos, Ppvats,
or even téxvn Aoyiki, V. 4; VII. 7
(cp. Yvxi, V. g2)’ Sudvora, VII.
64, 68; vois, IX. 22; I. 16; X.
24; XII. 8; sometimes even of
God, viI. 75; IX. 22

fewpnua, & truth perceived in
Science, 1. 7, § 4, 8; Iv. 2; in
Ethics = §éyua, a principle or con-
viction ; 76 fewpnricév, the faculty
of pure thought, X. 9; p. 376

xaixov, 76 = offictum, duty. Among
T4 xabixovra, duty in the highest
sense perfectly performed, is xar-
opbwpa (not used by M.). xarop-
Bdgets, V. 14, are acts that are the
outcome of right reason 3
xatdAqyus, VI. 30 (xatahamBdvery,
xataAymrids (IX. ), axardAnmros) ;
an_important term in the Stoic
philosophy meaning a ‘‘ true com-
rehension”’ or ‘‘clear percep-
ion”’ of a thing, without which
no right conduct in life is pos-
gible. See under avyxarifeais
xarépbuats, see xabirov
xivmas, motion = change, V. 10; in
the flesh (Epicurus), IX. 41; of the
senses, VIIN. 26; of the flesh
(smooth or rough), X. 8 ; to anger,
fear, etc., XI. 20; of the mind,
VII 55; of virtue, V1. 17; )( oxéots,
VII. 60; XI. 2; tension (révos),

VI .

xowvos and its kindred words occur
over eighty times, and Marcus
apparently coins the beautiful
word xowovonuoavvy (1. 18), which
deserves to rank with the ““loving-
kindness ” of Coverdale’s Bible.
See under Fellowship

xpipa, conviction, almost = &dyua,
Iv 3, § 2; judgment, v. 19; v,
47; XI. 11: ¢p. xpiows, VI. 52, ete.,
the antecedent to ¢pus, VIIL. 16,
28; of the Christians, xI1. 3;
§= ;wéknnﬁzc (¢avracia), XI. 16, 18,

GREEK TERMS

Adyos (Aoyuxds), reason or the reason,
1. 8; 11. 10; 1v. 13, 16, 19, 24, 30,
33;’v. 8, 9, 14, 28: VvI. 23, 30;
VI 8, 11, 24 ; VIII. 48; IX. 10,42
X. 31, 32 (vovs xai A.); right reason,,
(= virtue, Cic. Tuse. iv. 15. 34),
o1. 6, 12; XI1. 9; xXO. 85; civic
reason, IV. 29; 1X. 12; common
to Gods and men, VII. 53; A. of
Nature, IV. 29; v 32; V1. 58 ; VII.
10; common to all intelligent
creatures,1v.4; VII. 9; =aman'’s
self (75 hyewovikdy, ¢.0.), VIIL 40;
convincing reason II. 5; 1v. 24;
oTEppraTLKOL o\gﬁm, of the Universe
into which things are taken
back = seminal principles, 1v. 14,
21; VI 24; = Adyos only, VII. 10;
X. 7; Aoywds, applied to {gov,
nyemovikoy, Téxvm, dvots, Yuvxy

oinais, self-conceit or illusion, IV.
12; 1X. 34; X1I. 27

oixovouia, IV. 19, 51; XI. 18, § 5;
management, and 8o &)licy, ex-
pediency, adaptation circum-
stances, ulterior end, secondary
purpose, and even finesse. We
keep the double sense of the word
in our “ economy of truth*’

opefes, propension or inclination to-
wards a thing, of which the result
is opun and the incentive ¢avracia,
IX. 7: ep. VIII. 28. )( éxxAwais,
VIII 7. See under wibos

opun = Popa Yuxis émi 7 (Stob. Eel.
ii. 160), %P of the mind to-
wards a thing (see opefis), result-
ing in a mdfos

oaioTNs = Stkaroavvy wpds fesv, plety,
sanctity, holiness

obgia, Substance or Being, some-
tuniso = {An, matter; )( Yyuxi,
v.

wdfos, the “affect’’ resulting through'

metaws from opui, the second stage
of dpefis, which depends itself on
assent (ovykardbeois). Stobaeus
defines it (Eel. 1. 164) as a mo-
tion of the Soul contrary to Na-
ture ; mafooyeiv. VIIL 13, to study
the waty = c8

411
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m;A:. vuru:,xl 1; ep. vi1.19. The
theory was that every-

thlng repeated itself in periodic
cycles, when the world was re-
newed again after each conflagra-
tion (see éxmipwacs and under He-

raclltus), Chrysi pus, mept
wpovom.c, there will be another

to live the same life
again and Seneca, Ep. 36.

10, * venlet iterum qui mnos
in lucem reponat dies.” But
whether Marcus believed in this
dl,smal3theory is very doubtful,
ep. X

wapdrafis, opposed line in battle, so
opposi tfon not obstinacy (XI. 3)
M. 3; VIII. 48. See also p. 381.

mw:.c)(evep‘yua, V. 1, a passive con-
dition antecedent to a ximas in
the case of the body, correspond-
ing to an évépyera of the mind,
m. 6; v. 26; VI. 51; VIL 55;

IX.

mepiodor, V. 13, 32; X. 7. See makuy-
Yeveaia

nveipa = dvepos, I1. 2; the surround-
ing air, IX. 2; the inferior part
of the yvxh as distinct from vovs,
Iv. 3; it and its motion quite
distinet from the Sudvoia, IV, 3.
Marcus does not seem to use the
word in the sense of Atmospheric
Current unless X11. 30 affords an
instance.

wvevpara, what remains of things
when ovaia, Yuxi, and voepa Yuxy
are subtracted, XII. 30

nVEUpaTROY. TS, the Sonl (= 15 mwvev-
wmarov) of which the nveiua or
breath element at death goes
back into o aep«a&es, and the vovc
into 7o mvpades, IV. 1.20

nmvevpdriov, 76=(1) lpvxn (Soul) in its
lower sense (cama, mvevudriov,
vois, XII. 14) II. 2, vi. 56; IX,
36; xm. 38, 14; Y, qlnlt!
hlgher sense, lnclu g the vois,

. s VI 14; IX. 8, 34;

xu 30; the enveloplng body and
the m«euy.anov that
with its growth XII. 8; the vltal
breath w will be quenched or
transferred elsewhere, vIII. 25;
the sphere of it and the body
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outside our power, V. 33 ; unstable
like all matter, IX. 36; burdened
with the body, IX. 24. See under
foxuos th rty, qual

wowéTys, 70 wolov, the property, qua -
ity, or form of a thing (alm
the Cause which makes it what it

IX. 25); 70 idlws muiov, separate

indlviduallty, V1. 3; IX. 25; X. 7;
X1. 30

moAirinds, mostly = xowwvinds. See
Kot

mpoaipeats, free will or choice. See
U awpoatpc‘ra
mwpoatperidy, 76 (= 1O Nyemoviksv), the
faculty of choice, vIiL. 56

npovryovmvov, 76, the leading or car-

dinal thing, vIr. 65; vImI. 49;
IX. 41. Marcus does_ ‘not use t.he
Stoic expression 7a wponyuéva
things preferential
mpoAnyes = & primary conception
by all rttional belngs,
hrysippus in Diog. Laert. vii

53 (évvora Puawch Twv xad SAov).
Perceptions ($avtacia:) resulting
from sensation (aigfnois) produce
impressions (rvrwoes) which re-
peated form memory and many
memories make experience which
gives us conceptions (mpoAyets)

vxe&w ds, oxopmiouds (cp. SudAvais),
ntegration of things into
their eomponent atoms (V1. 24;
VII. 32; VIIL 25) or elements. See
under Dispersion and Dissolution
oxowds (Or Télos, V. 15, 16), the end
or objective of life, Im. 16; VIL 4;
6, 21; to which every opun
and ¢avmm should be directed,
1. 7. See under Aim, Objectlve
omeppatikds Aoyos (see under A Gyos),
Iv. 14, 21; VL 24, IX. 1 adﬂn
= the Generatlve Reason, because
the Primary Fire or Reason con-
tains in lt e Germs of all things.
The amepu. Adyo. are the creative
and forming forces in Nature
which have produced (1) the Uni-
verse as a whole, and (2) indi-
vidual things individually. Jus-
tin, Apol. 1i. 8. 13, applies the
Stoic term to Christ
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groxeta, 7d, the elements, earth,
water, air, fire, I1. 8, 17; VI. 17;
IV. 4; X. 7; XL 20, etc.; almost=
atoms, V1. 17; vII. 31

cvyxardbeots, the full tal assent
required for a convincing impres-
sion (pavracia xaraAnmricn) before
convictions (8éypara) can be trans-
lated into movement and action,
but even this is liable to error,
V. 10. See under wibos

agvykpiua, ovykpiudriov, the com-
pound—man, VIIL. 67; VIII. 25; XI.
20; composite things ) orocxeta,
1. 3; VI. 10 = xvkewv, the ‘ farrago”’
of things; gvyxpiois X Avos, XII.
24, 36; the elements comprising
the copa, 11, 17

cvurdfea, sympathetic connexion
or affinity of the parts in an or-
ganic whole, v. 26; I1X. 9, § 3;
mutual interdependence, 1v. 27

auveidnaws, It i8 curious that Mar-
cus never uses this Stoic equiva-
lent for °‘Conscience,” but see
evauveidyros, VI. 30 ad fin.

ovrmpae, an organized y, or or-
ganism, the parts of which have
a relation to one another

axéos, a non-essential quality or
feature of a thing, X x{vnois = rest
(Rendall), vi1. 60; XI. 2; attitude
or relation towards other things,
1. 12: vi. 38; vio. 27; XI. 18.
Three oxéoes, (1) towards the
body, (2) towards God, (3) to-
wards our neighbour, vIII. 27.
See under ééis, xivnas

odpa, 16 [cwndriov, gdpf, capxia
(plur.), oapxidiov, kpeddiov] & com-
pound of 7o yeades and To vypdv,
together forming 7o orepépviov,
IV. 4; X. 7; the vessel or sheath
of Soul, 1I. 3: VII. 27; IX. 3;
that which overlays the Soul,
XII. 2, 3

T€AoS, 8€€ Tromis

Tévos (Tovikis) = tension imparted to
soul by atmospheric substance
therein existing (Zeller), the cause
of virtues and vices. Zeller also
says that the Stoics imagined two
sorts of motion, the one (= our

Repulsion) tending outwards and
giving rise to the qualities of mat-
ter, the other (our Attraction)
tending inwards and causing con-
densation. Cleanthes calls rivos
& wAnyi; mupds

VA1, 70 VAwév, matter on which the
atriov (g.v.) acts

Umoxeipevov, 76 (or plural), matter not
in its primary condition but as
formed by the airwv, VII. 29; 7
Umokeynévn VA7, 1X. 36 ; all materiari
things and objects, v. 10; VI. 4,
23; VIIL 22, 24; IX. 3; X. 18

Um:taipeats, IV. 1; V. 20; VI 50;
XI. 37, exception or reservation;
cp. ‘““‘sapiens ad omnia cum ezx-
ceptione (ueb’ vmefaipéoews) veniet‘
i nihil inciderit, quod impediat”
(Seneca, De Benef. iv. 34)

YmoAijyus, opinion, imagination; all
things are merely what we think
them to be, 1. 15; IV. 3, ad fin.:
XII. 8, 26; away with opinion!
Iv. 7; VIIL 40; XI. 18, § 7; XIL
22, 25; leave the fact as it is and
add no opinion to it, v. 26; hold
the power of forming opinions
sacred, ITI. 9; & UmoA kataAnmwricy
(g.v.) amounts to a truth, 1x. 6.
See under pavracia and xpiois

Yméoracs, substance, I1X. 1 ad fin.
subsistence, IX. 42; X. 5

davracia, impression, thought, no-
tion; don’t go beyond first im-
pressions, VIII. 49; they dye or
stamp the soul, v. 16; VI. 16; sift
them, vIII. 26; appraise them
aright, v. 38; ¢avracia xarainm-
7wy, irresistible impression that
carries assent, IV. 22; VIL 54;
wipe it out, 1v. 24; v. 2; ViI. 17,
29; VI, 29; IX. 7. See under
vmoAnyis and xpiois

¢vaoroyeiv, VIII. 13 = Physics; cp.
IX. 41; X. 9; so of the physio-
logical disquisitions of Heraclitus,
1II. 3; cp. IX. 41 (from Epicurus).

Yuxa, Yvxdpov, Man = gapa, Yuxi,
vovs, I1I. 16: but the Soul (Yvxy)
twofold, (@) = mvevudtiov (rveipa),

413
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of the Universe, XII. 30, 32, and

an exhalation from blood (ava-
Ovuiags, V. 33, . 15), and
an inhalation (avam'svmc) from
the air: () 7 voepd, Ao'yum, VI. 14,
32; IX.8; XL 1; Bgd l;ivxr]
=70 vl'ycuomxov, I.

IV. 41; V. 26; IX. 8, 27 34; an
emanation from God XII. 26,
lmprleoned in the body,

ep. Int. p. xiv. The natural soui
is called ponﬂo:, a vortex or cur-
rent, II. 17, § 1; the rational
soul a sphere. X1, 12; its attri-
butes, XI. 1, § 2. There is a Soul

414

of
really tile sam

34, the two being :

)

Yixwors. It wasa view of the Stoics -

! at the embryo in the womb had

onl ({ the 4>vmxv, Yuxi of pl&ntﬁ

that the voepa Yuxy
gradually to the child

by contact with the (cold) air,

XII. 24. 1t was by the respiration
of the atmospheri¢ mveiua that
the child received the wvevudriov,
V1. 16; X.7
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