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PREFATORY NOTE

As in the preceding volumes of this series, agree-
ment between the Sintenis (Teubner, 1873-1875)
and Bekker (Tauchnitz, 1855-1857) editions of the
Parallel Lives has been taken as the basis for the
text. Any preference of one to the other, and any
important deviation from both, have been indicated.
An abridged account of the manuscripts of Plutarch
may be found in the Introduction to the first volume.
Of the Lives presented in'thig Voluine, the last part
of the Antony (from chapter Ixxvii.), and the Pyrrhus
and Marius are contained in the Codex Sanger-
manensis (S¥), but none in the Codex Seitenstet-
tensis (S). These are the two oldest and most
authoritative manuscripts. The readings of the
excellent Paris manuscript No. 1676 (F*) are not
accessible for any of them. No attempt has been
made, naturally, to furnish either a diplomatic text
or a full critical apparatus. For these, the reader
inust be referred to the major edition of Sintenis
(Leipzig, 1839-1846, 4 voll., 8vo), or to the new
text of the Lives by Lindskog and Ziegler, in the
Teubner Library of Greek and Latin texts (now

v



" PREFATORY NOTE

‘half published). In the present edition, the reading
which follows the colon in the brief critical notes is
that of the Teubner Sintenis, and also, unless other-
wise stated in the note, of the Tauchnitz Bekker.

The Siefert-Blass edition of the Pyrrhus, in the
Teubner series of annotated Greek and Latin texts,
has been of great service.

All the standard translations of the Lives have
been carefully compared and utilized, including
those of the Antony and Marius by Professor Long.

B. PERRIN.

New Haven, ConxNecticuT, U.S.A.
June, 1920.
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DEMETRIUS: -

I. Trose who first assumed that the arts are like
the bodily senses, seem to me to have perceived very
clearly the power of making distinctions whick, hoth
possess, by which power we are enabled to apprehend
opposites, as well in the one case as in the dther.
For the arts and the senses have this power in.

common ; though in the use to which we put thg . -

distinctions made, they differ. For our sense- -
perception has no greater facility in distinguishing
white objects than black, or sweet things than bitter,
or soft and yielding substances than hard and re-
sisting ones, but its function is to receive impressions
from all objects alike, and having received them, to
report the resulting sensation to the understanding.
The arts, on the other hand, which proceed by the
use of reason to the selection and adoption of what
is appropriate, and to the avoidance and rejection of
what is alien to themselves, contemplate the one
class of objects with direct intent and by preference,
and yet incidentally contemplate the other class also,
and in order to avoid them. For instance, the art
of healing has incidentally studied the nature of
disease, and the art of harmony the nature of
discord, in order to produce their opposites; and
the most consummate arts of all, namely, temper-
ance, justice, and wisdom, since their function is
to distinguish, not only what is good and just

3
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DEMETRIUS

and expedient, but also what is bad and unjust
and disgraceful, have no praises for a guilelessness
which plumes itself on its inexperience of evil, nay,
they consider it to be foolishness, and ignorance of
what ought especially to be known by men who
would live aright. Accordingly, the ancient Spartans
would put compulsion upon their helots at the
festivals to drink much unmixed wine, and would
then bring them into the public messes, in order to
show their young men what it was to be drunk.
And though I do not think that the perverting of
some to secure the setting right of athers is very
humane, or a good civil policy, still, when men have
led reckless lives, and have become conspicuous, in
the exercise of power or in great undertakings, for
badness, perhaps it will not be much amiss for me to
introduce a pair or two of them into my biographies,
though not that I may merely divert and amuse my
readers by giving variety to my writing. Ismenias
the Theban -used to exhibit both good and bad
players to his pupils on the flute and say, * you must
play like this one,” or again, “you must not play like
this one” ;.and Antigenidas used to think that
young men would listen with more pleasure to good
flute-players if they were given an experience of bad
ones also. So, I think, we also shall be more eager
to observe and imitate the better lives if we are not
left without narratives of the blameworthy and the
bad.

This book will therefore contain the Lives of
Demetrius the City-besieger and Antony the Im-
perator, men who bore most ample testimony to the
truth of Plato’s saying! that great natures exhibit

1 It is uncertain what passage in Plato is meant.
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DEMETRIUS

great vices also, as well as great virtues. Both alike
were amorous, bibulous, warlike, munificent, extrava-
gant, and domineering, and they had corresponding
resemblances in their fortunes. For not only were
they all through their lives winning great successes,
but meeting with great reverses ; making innumerable
"conquests, but suffering innumerable losses ; unex-
pectedly falling low, but unexpectedly recovering
themselves again; but they also came to their end,
the one in captivity to his enemies, and the other on
the verge of this calamity.

II. To begin, then, Antigonus had two sons by
Stratonicé the daughter of Corrhagus, one of whom
he named Demetrius, after his brother, and the other
Philip, after his father. This is what the majority
of writers say. But some have it that Demetrius
was not the son, but the nephew of Antigonus; for
his own father died when the boy was quite young,
and then his mother immediately married Antigonus,
so that Demetrius was considered to be his son.
Well then, Philip, who was a few years younger than
Demetrius, died. Demetrius, the surviving son, had
not the height of his father, though he was a tall
man, but he had features of rare and astonishing
beauty, so ‘that no painter or sculptor ever achieved a
likeness of him. They had at once grace and
strength, dignity and beauty, and there was blended
with their youthful eagerness-a certain heroic look
and a kingly majesty that were hard to imitate.
And in like manner his disposition also was fitted to
inspire in men both fear and favour. For while he
was a most agreeable companion, and most dainty
of princes in the leisure devoted to drinking and
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DEMETRIUS

luxurious ways of living, on the other hand he had a
most energetic and eager persistency and efficiency
in action. Wherefore he used to make Dionysus
his pattern, more than any other deity, stce this
god was most terrible in waging war, and on the
other hand most skilful, when war was over, in
making peace minister to joy and pleasure.

III. Moreover, Demetrius was also exceedingly
fond of his father; and from his devotion to his
mother it was apparent that he honoured his father
also from genuine affection rather than -out of de-
ference to his power. On one occasion, when
Antigonus was busy with an embassy, Demetrius
came home from hunting ; he went up to his father
and kissed him, and then sat down by his side just
as he was, javelins in hand. Then Antigonus, as the
ambassadors were now going away with their answers,
called out to them in a loud voice and said: “O
men, carry back this report also about us, that this is
the way we feel towards one another,” implying
that no slight vigour in the royal estate and proof of
its power were to be seen in his harmonious and
trastful relations with his son. So utterly unsociable
a thing, it seems, is empire, and so full of ill-will and
distrust, that the oldest and greatest of the suc-
cessors of Alexander could make it a thing to glory
in that he was not afraid of his son, but allowed him
near his person lance in hand. However, this house
was almost the only one which kept itself pure from
crimes of this nature for very many generations, or,
to speak more definitely, Philip was the only one of
the descendants of Antigonus who put a son to death.!

1 Philip V., King of Macedonia. Cf. the demilius Paulus,
viii. 6.
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DEMETRIUS

But almost all the other lines afford many examples
of men who killed their sons, and of many who
killed their mothers and wives; and as for men
killing their brothers, just as geometricians assume
their postulates, so this crime came to be a common
and recognized postulate in the plans of princes to
secure their own safety.

IV. In proof that in the beginning Demetrius was
naturally humane and fond of his companions, the
following illustration may be given. Mithridates the
son of Ariobarzanes was a companion of his, and an
intimate of the same age. He was one of the
courtiers of Antigonus, and though he neither was
nor was held to be a base fellow, still, in consequence
of a dream, Antigonus conceived a suspicion of him.
Antigonus dreamed, namely, that he was traversing
a large and fair field and sowing gold-dust. From
this, to begin with, there sprang up a golden crop,
but when he came back after a little whilg, he could
see nothing but stubble. In his vexation and dis-
tress, he heard in his dream sundry voices saying
that Mithridates had reaped the golden crop for
himself and gone off to the Euxine Sea. Antigonus
was much disturbed by this vision, and after he had
put his son under oath of silence, told it to him,
adding that he had fully determined to destroy
Mithridates and put him out of the way. On hearing
this, Demetrius was exceedingly distressed, and when
the young man, as was his wont, came to share his
diversions with him, though he did not venture to
open his lips on the matter or to warn him orally,
because of his oath, he gradually drew him away
from his friends, and when they were by themselves,
with the sharp butt of his lance he wrote on the

II
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DEMETRIUS

ground so that he could see it, “Fly, Mithridates.”
Mithridates understood, and ran away by night to
Cappadocia. And soon the vision of Antigonus was
accomplished for him by fate. For Mithridates
made himself master of a large and fair territory,
and founded the line of Pontic kings, which, in the
eighth generation, was brought to an end by the
Romans.! This, then, is an illustration of the strong
natural bent of Demetrius towards kindness and
justice.

V. But just asamong the elements of the universe,
according to Empedocles, love and 'hate produce
mutual dissension and war, particularly among those
elements which touch or lie near one another, so the
continuous wars which the successors of Alexander
waged against one another were aggravated and more
inflamed in some cases by the close proximity of
interests and territories, as at this time in the case
of Antigonus and Ptolemy. Antigonus himself was
tarrying in Phrygia, and hearing there that Ptolemy
had crossed over from Cyprus and was ravaging Syria
and reducing or turning from their allegiance its
cities, he sent against him his son Demetrius, who
was only twenty-two years of age, and was then for
the first time engaging with sole command in an
expedltxon where great interests were at stake. But
since he was young and mexpenenced and had for
his adversary a man trained in the training-school of
Alexander who had independently waged many
great contests, he met with utter defeat near the
city of Gaza,? where eight thousand of his men were
taken prisoners and five thousand were slain. He

! In 63 B.c., when Pompey con, uered Mithridates VI. and
dismembered his kmgdom n the spring of 312 B.c.
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DEMETRIUS

lost also his tent, his money, and in a word, all
his personal effects. But Ptolemy sent these back
to him, together with his friends, accompanying
them with the considerate and humane message
that their warfare must not be waged for all things
alike, but only for glory and dominion. Deme-
trius accepted the kindness, and prayed the gods
that he might not long be indebted to Ptolemy for
it, but might speedily make him a like return. And
he took his disaster, not like a stripling thwarted at
the outset of an undertaking, but like a sensible
general acquainted with reverses of fortune, and
busied himself with the levying of men and the
preparation of arms, while he kept the cities well in
hand and practised his new recruits.

VI. When Antigonus learned of the battle, he
said that Ptolemy had conquered beardless youths,
but must now fight with men;! however, not wishing
to humble or curtail the spirit of his son, he did not

. oppose his request that he might fight again on his
own account, but suffered him to do it. And not
long after, up came Cilles, a general of Ptolemy,
with a splendid army, intending to drive Demetrius
out of all Syria, and looking down upon him because
of his previous defeat. But Demetrius fell upon
him suddenly and took him by surprise, put him to
rout, and captured his camp, general and all; he
also took seven thousand of his soldiers prisoners,
and made himself master of vast treasures. How-
ever, he rejoiced to have won the day, not by reason
of what he was going to have, but of what he could

1 The competitors at the great games were divided into
three classes : boys, beardless youths, and men (Plato, Laws,
833 c).
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DEMETRIUS

" restore, and was delighted, not so much with the
wealth and glory which his victory brought, as with
the power it gave him to recompense the kindness
and return the favour of Ptolemy. And yet he did
not do this on his own responsibility, but first wrote
to his father about it. And when his father gave
him permission and bade him dispose of everything
as he liked, he sent back to Ptolemy both Cilles
himself and his friends, after loading them with
gifts. This reverse drove Ptolemy out of Syria, and
brought Antigonus down from Celaenae ; he rejoiced
at the victory and yearned to get sight of the son
who had won it.

VII. After this, Demetrius was sent to bring into
subjection the Arabs known as Nabataean, and
incurred great peril by getting into regions which
had no water; but he was neither terrified nor
greatly disturbed, and his demeanour overawed the
° Barbarians, so that he took much booty and seven
hundred camels from them and returned.

And now Seleucus, who had once been expelled
from Babylonia by Antigonus, but had afterwards
succeeded in recovering the realm and was now
wielding the power there, went up with an army,
designing to annex the tribes on the confines of
-India and the provinces about Mount Caucasus.
Demetrius, accordingly, expecting that he would
find Mesopotamia unprotected, suddenly crossed the
Euphrates and invaded Babylonia before Seleucus
could stop him. He expelled from one of its
citadels (there were two of them) the garrison left
there by Seleucus, got it into his power and estab-
lished in it seven thousand of his own men. But
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DEMETRIUS

after ordering his soldiers to take and make booty of
everything which they-could carry or drive from the
country,” he returned to the sea-coast, leaving
Seleucus more confirmed than before in his posses-
sion of the realm; for by ravaging the country
Demetrius was thought to admit that it no longer
belonged to his father. However, while Ptolemy
was besieging Halicarnassus, Demetrius came swiftly
to the aid of the city and rescued it.

VIII. The glory won by this noble deed inspired
father and son with a wonderful eagerness to give
freedom to all Greece, which had been reduced to
subjection by Cassander and Ptolemy. No nobler
or juster war than this was waged by any one of the
kings ; for the vast wealth which they together had
amassed by subduing the Barbarians, was now
lavishly spent upon the Greeks, to win glory and
honour.  As soon as father and son"had determined
to sail against Athens, one of his friends said to
Antigonus that they must keep that city, if they
took it, in their own hands, since it was a gangway
‘to Greece. But Antigonus would not hear of it; he
said that the goodwill of a people was a noble
gangway which no waves could shake, and that
Athens, the beacon-tower of the whole world, would
speedily flash the glory of their deeds to all man-
kind. - So Demetrius sailed, with five thousand
talents of money and a fleet of two hundred and
fifty ships, against Athens, where Demetrius the
Phalerean was administering the affairs of the city
for Cassander and a garrison was set in Munychia.
By virtue of forethought combined with good fortune,
he appeared off Piraeus on the twenty-sixth of the
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DEMETRIUS

month Thargelion.! Nobody knew beforehand of
his approach, but as soon as his fleet was seen in the
vicinity, everybody thought that the ships belonged
to Ptolemy and prepared to receive them. At last,
however, the generals discovered their mistake and
came to the rescue, and there was confusion, as is
natural when men are compelled to defend them-
selves against enemies who are making an unex-
pected landing. For Demetrius, finding the en-
trances to the harbours open and sailing through
them, was presently inside and in view of all, and
signalled from his ship a demand for quiet and
silence. When this was secured, he proclaimed by
voice of herald at his side that he had been sent by
his father on what he prayed might be a happy
errand, to set Athens free, and to expel her garrison,
and to restore to the people their laws and their
ancient form of government.

IX. On hearing this proclamation, most of the
people at once threw their shields down in front of
them, and with clapping of hands and loud cries
urged Demetrius to land, hailing him as their
saviour and benefactor. The party of Demetrius the
Phalerean also thought they must by all means
receive the conqueror, even though he should con-
firm none of his promises, but nevertheless sent
ambassadors to supplicate his mercy. These Deme-
trius met in a friendly spirit, and sent back with
them one of his father’s friends, Aristodemus of
Miletus. Now the Phalerean, owing to the change
of government, was more afraid of his fellow-citizens
than of the enemy. Demetrius, however, was not
unmindful of him, but out of regard for the man’s

1 May-June, 307 B.C.
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DEMETRIUS

good reputation and excellence, sent him and his
friends under safe conduct to Thebes, as he desired.
As for himself, he declared that, although he desired
to see the city, he would not do so before he had
completed its liberation by ridding it of its garrison ;
meanwhile, after running a trench and a palisade
- round Munychia, he sailed against Megara, where a
garrison had been stationed by Cassander.

But on learning that Cratesipolis, who had been
the wife of Polyperchon’s son Alexander, was tarry-
ing at Patrae, and would be very glad to make him
a visit (and she was a famous beauty), he left his
forces in the territory of Megara and set forth,
taking a few light-armhed attendants with him. And
turning aside from these also, he pitched his tent
apart, that the woman might pay her visit to him
unobserved. Some of his enemies learned of this,
and made a sudden descent upon him. Then, in a
fright, he donned a shabby cloak and ran for his
life and got away, narrowly escaping a most shameful
capture in consequence of his rash ardour. His tent,
together with his belongings, was carried off by his
enemies.

Megara, however, was captured, and the soldiers
would have plundered it had not the Athen-
ians made strong intercession for its citizens; De-
metrius also expelled its garrison and gave the city
its freedom. While he was still engaged in this,
he bethought himself of Stilpo the philosopher, who
was famous for his election of a life of tranquillity.
Accordingly, Demetrius summoned him and asked
him whether any one had robbed him of anything.
“ No one,” said Stilpo, “for I saw nobody carrying
away knowledge.” But nearly all the servants in
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1 kal 7obro Coraés and Ziegler delete the raf; Bekker
corrects to &s, after Schaefer.
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the city were stolen away, and when Demetrius once
more tried to deal kindly with the philosopher, and
finally, on going away, said: “ Your city, Stilpo, I
leave in freedom,” “Thou sayest truly,” replied
Stilpo, ¢ for thou hast not left a single one of our
slaves.”

X. Coming back again to Munychia and encamp-
ing before it, he drove out the garrison and demol-
ished the fortress, and this accomplished, at last, on
the urgent invitation of the Athenians, he made his
entry into the upper city, where he assembled the
people and gave them back their ancient form of
government. He also promised that they should
receive from his father a hundred and fifty thousand
bushels of grain, and enough ship timber to build
a hundred triremes. It was fourteen years since the
Athenians had lost their democratic form of govern-
ment, and during the period which followed the
Lamian war and the battle at Crannon! their
government had been administered, nominally as an
oligarchy, but really as a monarchy, owing to the
great influence of the Phalerean. And now that
Demetrius had shown himself great and splendid in
his benefactions, the Athenians rendered him odious
and obnoxious by the extravagance of the honours
which they voted him. For instance, they were the
first people in the world to give Demetrius and
Antigonus the title of King, although both had up
to that time shrunk from using the word, and
although this was the only royal prerogative still left
to the descendants of Philip and Alexander which it
was thought that others could not assume or share ;

1 323-322 B.c. See the Phocion, xxiii.; xxvi. 1.
-~ 2 5
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moreover, the Athenians were the only people to
give them the appellation of Saviour-gods, and they
put a stop to the ancient custom of designating
the year with the name of the annual archon, and
elected every year a priest of the Saviour-gods,
whose name they prefixed to their public edicts and
private contracts. They also.decreed that the figures
of Demetrius and Antigonus should be woven into
the sacred robe,! along with those of the gods; and
the spot where Demetrius first alighted from his
chariot they consecrated and covered with an altar,
which they styled the altar of Demetrius Alighter ;
they also created two new tribes, Demetrias and
Antigonis; and they increased the number of the
senators, which had been five hundred, to six hun-
dred, since each of the tribes must furnish fifty
senators.

XI. But the most monstrous thmg that came into
the head of Stratocles (he it was who invented these
elegant and clever bits of obsequiousness) was his
motion that envoys sent by public decree and at
public expense to Antigonus or Demetrius should be
called sacred deputies, instead of ambassadors, like
those who conducted to Delphi and Olympia the
ancient sacrifices in behalf of the cities at the great
Hellenic festivals. In all other ways also Stratocles
was an audacious fellow ; he lived an abandoned life,
and was thought to imitate the scurrility and
buffoonery of the ancient Cleon in his familiarities
with the people. He had taken up with a mistress
named Phylacion ; and one day when she had bought

the goddess Athena on the Acropolis. On it were repre-
sented the exploits of the goddess, particularly in the Battle
of the Giants.
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in the market-place for his supper some brains and
neck-bones, “Aha!” he cried, “thou hast bought
just such delicacies for me as we statesmen used to
play ball with.” Again, when the Athenians suffered
their naval defeat near Amorgus,! before the tidings
of the disaster could reach the city he put a garland
on his head and drove through the Cerameicus, and
after announcing that the Athenians were victorious,
moved a sacrifice of glad tidings and made a generous
distribution of meat to the people by tribes. Then,
a little later, when the wrecks were brought home
from the battle and the people in their wrath called
him out, he faced the tumult recklessly and said:
“ What harm have I done you, pray, if for two days
ye have been happy?” Such was the effrontery of
Stratocles.

XII. But there are things hotter even than fire,
as Aristophanes puts it.? For some one else, out-
doing Stratocles in servility, proposed that whenever
Demetrius visited the city he should be received with
the hospitable honours paid to Demeter and Dionysus,
and that to the citizen who surpassed all others in
the splendour and costliness of his reception, a sum
of money should be granted from the public treasury
for a dedicatory offering. And finally, they changed
the name of the month Mounychion to Demetrion,
and that of the last day of a month, the ¢« Old and
New,” to Demetrias, and to the festival called Dionysia
they gave the new name of Demetria. Most of these
innovations were marked with the divine displeasure.
The sacred robe, for instance, in which they had
decreed that the figures of Demetrius and Antigonus
should be woven along with those of Zeus and

1 In 322 B.c. A Macedonian fleet was victorious.

2
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Athena, as it was being carried in procession through
the midst of the Cerameicus, was rent by a hurricane
which smote it;! again, all around the altars of
those Saviour-gods the soil teemed with hemlock, a
plant which did not grow in many other parts of the
country at all; and on the day for the celebration
of the Dionysia, the sacred procession had to be
omitted on account of severe cold weather that came
out of season. And a heavy frost followed, which
not only blasted all the vines and fig-trees with its
cold, but also destroyed most of the grain in the
blade. Therefore Philippides, who was an enemy
of Stratocles, assailed him in a comedy with these
verses 2 : —

“ Through him it was that hoar-frost blasted all the
vines, '
Through his impiety the robe was rent in twain,
Because he gave the gods’ ‘own honours unto men.
Such work undoes a people, not its comedy.”

Philippides was a friend of Lysimachus, and for
his sake the king bestowed many favours on the
Athenian people. Moreover, when he was about to
undertake anything or make an expedition, he
thought it a good omen to meet or catch sight of
Philippides. And in general the character of
Philippides gave him a good repute, since he was no
busybody, and had none of the officious ways of a
courtier. On one occasion Lysimachus wished to do
him a kindness, and said: ¢ Philippides, what have
I that I can share with thee?” “O King,” said
Philippides, “ anything but one of thy state secrets.”

1 The *“peplos” was spread like a sail on the mast of the

sacred Panathenaic ship.
* Cf. Kock, Com. Att. ‘Frag. iii. p. 308.
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Such a man, then, I purposely compare with Stra-
tocles, the man of the stage with the man of the
bema.

XIII. But there was one honour proposed for
Demetrius which was more strange and monstrous
than any other. Dromocleides the Sphettian moved,
when the dedication of certain shields at Delphi was
in question, that the Athenians should get an oracle
from Demetrius. And I will transcribe his very
words from the decree; they run thus: ¢ May it be
for the best.! Decreed by the people that the
people ‘elect one man from the Athenians, who
shall go to the Saviour-god, and, after a sacrifice
with good omens, shall enquire of the Saviour-god
in what most speedy, decorous, and reverent manner
the people may accomplish the restoration to their
places of the dedicatory offerings ; and that whatever
. answer he shall give, the people shall act according
thereunto.” With such mockery of adulation they
finally perverted the man’s mind, which even before
was not wholly sound.

XIV. Furthermore, while he lingered in Athens
at this time, Demetrius took to- wife Eurydicé, a
widow. She was a descendant of the ancient Miltiades,
had married Ophelas the ruler of Cyrené, and after
his death had come back to Athens. The Athenians,
accordingly, took this marriage as a graceful com-
pliment to their city; but in general Demetrius
made a rather light matter of marriages, and had
many wives at the same time, of whom Phila enjoyed
the greatest esteem and honour, both because of her
father, Antipater, and because she had been the wife
of Craterus, the one of all the successors of Alexander

1 A pious formula prefixed to important documents.
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who left behind him the most goodwill among the
Macedonians. This woman, as it would appear, his
father had persuaded Demetrius to marry when he
was quite young, although she was not of his age,
but older ; and when his son was disinclined to the
match, it is said that Antigonus whispered in his ear
the verse of Euripides:

“ Where there is gain, "gainst nature’s dictates must
one wed,”’

substituting off-hand ¢ must one wed” for the similar
inflection ‘ must one serve.”” However, so slight was
the respect which Demetrius paid to Phila and to the
rest of his wives, that he consorted freely with many
courtesans, as well as with many women of free birth,
and as regards this indulgence he had the worst re-
putation of all the kings of his time.

XV. And now his father summoned him to wage
war against Ptolemy for the possession of Cyprus.
He must needs obey the summons, but was loth to
abandon the war for the liberation of Greece, which
was a nobler and more glorious war, and therefore
sent to Cleonides, the general of Ptolemy who was
occupying Sicyon and Corinth with a garrison, and
offered him money to set the cities free. Cleonides,
however, would not accept the bribe, and Demetrius
therefore put to sea in haste, and taking additional
forces, sailed against Cyprus.! There he joined
battle with Menelaiis, a brother of Ptolemy, and
promptly defeated him ; but Ptolemy himself appeared
on the scene with a large land and naval force
combined, and there were sundry interchanges of
threats and boasts, Ptolemy ordering Demetrius to

1 In 306 B.C.
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sail away before the entire force should assemble and
crush him, and Demetrius offering to let Ptolemy
go if he would agree to withdraw his garrisons from
Sicyon and Corinth. And not only Demetrius and
Ptolemy themselves, but also all the other potentates,
awaited with great expectancy the uncertain issue
of the impending struggle ; they felt that not Cyprus,
nor yet Syria, but the abselute supremacy would at
once be the prize of the victor.

XVI. Well, then, Ptolemy himself sailed to the
attack with a hundred and fifty ships, and ordered
Menelaiis to put. out from Salamis with sixty ships,
and when the struggle was fiercest, to assail the ships
of Demetrius in the rear, and throw them into
confusion. But to these sixty ships Demetrius
opposed only ten ships (for that small number
sufficed to block the narrow exit from the harbour),
while he himself, after first drawing out his land
forces and encompassing the headlarids that extended
into the sea, put out to battle with a hundred and
eighty ships. He made his onset with great impetus
and force, and utterly routed Ptolemy. Ptolemy
himself, after his defeat, fled swiftly with eight ships
only (for that small number were left from his whole
fleet; of the rest, some had been destroyed in the
sea-fight, and seventy had been captured, crews and
all), but of the throng of attendants, friends, and
women which lay in ships of burden close at hand,
and further, of all Ptolemy’s arms, money, and
engines of war, absolutely nothing escaped Demetrius,
but he took everything and brought it safely into
his camp. Among this booty was the celebrated
Lamia, originally held in esteem for her artistic skill
(she was thought to play the flute quite admirably),
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but afterwards_becoming illustrious in the annals of
love also. At this time, at any rate, although she
was past her prime and found Demetrius much
younger than herself, she so mastered and swayed
him by her charms that he was a lover for her alone,
but a beloved for all other women.

After the sea-fight, Menelaiis also made no further
resistance, but handed over Salamis to Demetrius,
together with his fleet, and his land forces, which
comprised twelve hundred horsemen and twelve
thousand men-at-arms.

XVII. This victory, which was so fair and brilliant,
Demetrius adorned still more by his humanity and
kindness of heart. He gave the enemy’s dead a
magnificent burial, and set his captives free ; more-
over, upon the Athenians he bestowed twelve hundred
suits of armour from the spoils.

As his special messenger to carry word of the
victory to his father, Demetrius sent Aristodemus of
Miletus, the arch-flatterer among all his courtiers,
and ready now, as it would seem, to crown the
achievement with the grossest of his flatteries. For
when he had crossed over from Cyprus, he would
not suffer his vessel to come to land, but ordered the
crew to cast anchor and remain quietly on board, all
of them, while he himself got into the ship’s small
boat, landed alone, and proceeded towards Antigonus,
who was anxiously awaiting news of the battle, and
was disposed as men are apt to be disposed who
are struggling for so high a stake. And now, indeed,
when he heard that Aristodemus was coming, he was
more disturbed than before, and, with difficulty
keeping himself indoors, sent servants and friends,
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one after the other, to learn from Aristodemus what
had happened. Aristodemus, however, would make
no answer to anybody, but step by step and with a
solemn face drew near in perfect silence. Antigonus,
therefore, thoroughly frightened, and no longer able
to restrain himself, came to the door to meet
Aristodemus, who was now escorted by alarge throng
which was hurrying to the palace. Accordingly, when
he had come near, he stretched out his hand and
cried with a loud voice : “ Hail, King Antigonus, we
have conquered Ptolemy in a sea-fight, and now hold
Cyprus, with twelve thousand eight hundred soldiers
as prisoners of war.” To this Antigonus replied :
 Hail to thee also, by Heaven ! but for torturing us
in this way, thou shalt undergo punishment; the
reward for thy good tidings thou shalt be some time
in getting.”

XVIII. Upon this, the multitude for the first
time saluted Antigonus and Demetrius as kings.
Antigonus, accordingly, was immediately crowned by
his friends, and Demetrius received a diadem from
his father, with aletter in which he was addressed as
King. The followers of Ptolemy in Egypt on their
part also, when these things were reported to them,
gave him the title of King, that they might not
appear to lose spirit on account of their defeat.
And thus their emulation carried the practice among
the other successors of Alexander. For Lysimachus
began to wear a diadem, and Seleucus also in his
interviews. with the Greeks; with the Barbarians he
had before this dealt as king. Cassander, however,
although the others gave him the royal title in their
letters and addresses, wrote his letters in his own
untitled name, as he had been wont to do.
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Now, this practice did not mean the addition of a
name or a change of fashion merely, but it stirred
the spirits of the men, lifted their thoughts high,
and introduced into their lives and dealings with
others pomposity and ostentation, just as tragic
actors adapt to their costumes their gait, voice,
posture at table, and manner of addressing others.
Consequently they became harsher in their judicial
decisions also; they laid aside that dissemblance of
power which formerly had often made them more
lenient and gentle with their subjects. So great
influence had a flatterer’s single word, and with so
great a change did it fill the whole world.

XIX. Antigonus, elated by the achievements of
Demetrius at Cyprus, at once! made an expedition
against Ptolemy; he himself led his forces by
land, while Demetrius with a great fleet cooperated
with him by sea. How the enterprise was to issue,
Medius, a friend of Antigonus, was warned by a
vision in his sleep. He dreamed, namely, that
Antigonus himself, witlr his whole army, was com-
peéting in a race over the course and back ; he ran
vigorously and swiftly at first, then, little by little,
his strength failed him; and at last, after he had
made the turn, he became weak, breathed heavily,
and with dlﬂicu]ty made the finish. And conformably
to the vision, Antigonus himself encountered many
difficulties by land, and since Demetrius also en-
countered a great storm and a heavy sea and was
cast upon a rough coast which had no harbours, losing
many of his ships, he returned without accomplishing
anything. .

Antigonus was at this time almost eighty years

1 During the same year, namely, 306 B.c.
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old, and his great size and weight, even more than
his old age, made it difficult for him to conduct
expeditions. He therefore made use of his son in-
stead, whose good fortune and experience now
enabled him to conduct the greatest affairs success-
fully, and whose luxuries, extravagances, and revelries
gave his father no concern. For although in time
of peace Demetrius plunged deep into these excesses
and devoted his leisure to his pleasures without
restraint and intemperately, yet in time of war he
was as sober as those who were abstemious by nature.
And we are told that once, after Lamia was known
of all men to be in complete control of Demetrius,
he came home from abroad and greeted his father
with a kiss, whereupon Antigonus said with a laugh,
“One would think, my son, that thou wert kissing
Lamia.”” Again, on another . occasion, when De-
metrius, had been at his revels for several days, and
excused his absence by saying that he was troubled
with a flux, ¢ So I learned,” said Antigonus, ““but
was it Thasian or Chian wine that flowed?” And
again, learning that his son was sick, Antigonus was
going to see him, and met a certain beauty at his
door ; he went in, however, sat down by his son, and
felt his pulse. ¢ The fever has left me now,” said
Demetrius. “No doubt, my boy,” said Antigonus,
“I met it just now at the door as it was going
away.” These failings of Demetrius were treated
with such lenity by his father because the young
man was so efficient otherwise. The Scythians, in
the midst of their drinking and carousing, twang
their bow-strings, as though summoning back their
courage when it is dissolved in pleasure; but
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Demetrius, giving himself up completely, now to
pleasure, and now to duty, and keeping the one
completely separate from the other, was no less
formidable in his preparations for war.

XX. Nay, he was actually thought to be a better
general in preparing than in employing a force, for
he wished everything to be at hand in abundance for
his needs, and could never be satisfied with the
largeness of his undertakings in building ships and
engines of war, or in gazing at them with great delight.
For he had good natural parts and was given to
speculation, and did not apply his ingenuity to things
that would afford useless pleasure or diversion, like
other kings who played on the flute, or painted, or
chased metals. Aeropus the Macedonian, for in-
stance, used to spend his leisure time in making
little tables or lamp-stands And Attalus Philometor
used to grow poisonous plants, not only henbane and
hellebore, but also hemlock, aconite, and dorycnium,
sowing and planting them himself in the royal
gardens, and making it his business to know their
juices and fruits, and to collect these at the proper
season. And the kings of the Parthians used to
take pride in notching and sharpening with their
own hands the points of their missiles. But with
Demetrius, even the work of his hands was kingly,
and his'method had grandeur about it, since what he
produced displayed Toftiness of purpose and spirit
combined with elegance and ingenuity, so that men
thought it worthy, not only to be designed and
paid for by a king, but actually to be wrought by
his hand. For its magnitude terrified even his
friends, and its beauty delighted even his enemies.
And this has still more truth in it than elegance of
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diction. His enemies would stand on shore and
admire his galleys of fifteen or sixteen banks of oars
as they sailed along past, and his “ city-takers”
were a spectacle to those whom he was besieging, as
the actual facts testify. For Lysimachus, although
he was the bitterest enemy Demetrius had among
the kings, and had arrayed himself against him when
he was besieging Soli in Cilicia, sent and asked
Demetrius to show him his engines of war, and his
ships in full career ; and when Demetrius had shown
them, Lysimachus expressed his admiration and went
away. The Rhodians also, after they had been for
a long time besieged by Demetrius and had come to
terms with him, asked him for some of his engines
of war, that they might keep them as a reminder
of his power as well as of their own bravery.

XXI. Now, he made war upon the Rhodians?
because they were allies of Ptolemy, and brought up
against their walls his greatest ¢city-taker.” Its
base was square, and each of its sides measured at
the bottom forty-eight cubits. It rose to a height
of sixty-six cubits, and tapered from base to summit.
Within, it was divided off into many storeys and
chambers, and the side of it which faced the enemy
bad windows opening out of every storey, and out
through these issued missiles of every sort; for it
was full of men who fought in every style of fighting.
Moreover, it did not totter or lean when it moved,
but remained firm and erect on its base, advancing
evenly with much noise and great impetus, and this
astounded the minds and at the same time greatly
charmed the eyes of those who beheld it.

For his use in this war there were brought to

! In 305-304 B.c. The siege lasted about a year.
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Demetrius from Cyprus two iron coats of mail, each
of which weighed only forty pounds. Wishing to
show their strength and power of resistance, Zoilus
their maker gave orders that a catapult's missile
should be shot at one of them from a distance of
twenty paces, and in the place where it struck the
iron remained intact, although it did get a faint
scratch, such as might be made by a graver. This
coat of mail Demetrius wore himself ; the other was
worn by Alcimus the Epeirot, the sturdiest and most
warlike of all the men under him, and the only one
whose suit of armour weighed a hundred pounds
(the rest used suits of fifty pounds weight) ; he fell
in battle at Rhodes near the theatre. .

XXII. But the Rhodians on their part made a
vigorous resistance, and Demetrius, although he was
accomplishing nothing worthy of mentiun, neverthe-
less kept up the fight against them in a rage, because,
when Phila his wife sent him letters, bedding, and
clothing, the Rhodians had captured the vessel
containing them, and had sent it, just as it was, to
Ptolemy. In this they did not imitate the con-
siderate kindness of the* Athenians, who, having .
captured Philip’s letter-carriers when he was making
war upon them, read all the other letters, indeed,
but one of them, which was from Olympias, they
would not open; instead, they sent it back to the
king with its seal unbroken. However, although
Demetrius was exceedingly exasperated by this,
when the Rhodians soon after gave him a chance “to
retaliate, he would not allow himself to do so. It
happened, namely, that Protogenes the Caunian had
been making a painting for them which illustrated
the story of Ialysus, and this picture, nearly finished,
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1 When Strabo wrote, during the reign of Augustus, the
painting was still at Rhodes, where it had been seen and
admired by Cicero (Orat. 2, 5) ; when the elder Pliny wrote,
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had been captured by Demetrius in one of the
suburbs of the city. The Rhodians sent a herald
and begged Demetrius to spare and not destroy the
work, whereupon he replied that he would rather
burn the likenesses of his father than so great a
labour of art. For we are told that it took Protogenes
seven years to complete the painting. And Apelles
says he was so smitten with amazement on beholding
the work that his voice actually failed him, and that
when at last he had recovered it, he cried, “ Great is
the toil and astonishing the work,” remarking,
however, that it had not the graces which made the
fame of his own paintings touch the heavens. This
painting, then, crowded into the same place with the
rest at Rome] the fire destroyed.! As for the
Rhodians, they continued their strenuous resistance
in the war until Demetrius, who wanted a pretext
for abandoning it, was induced to make terms with
them by a deputation of Athenians, on condition
that the Rhodians should be allies of Antigonus and
Demetrius, except in a war against Ptolemy.

XXIII. And now the Athenians called upon
Demetrius because Cassander was besieging their
city. So Demetrius sailed to their help with three
hundred and thirty ships and a great number of
men-at-arms, and not only drove Cassander out of
Attica, but actually pursued him in his headlong
flight as far as Thermopylae, and then took Heracleia,
which joined him of its own accord, and six thousand
Macedonians, who also came over to him. On his
return, he gave their freedom to the Greeks on this
side of Thermopylae, made the Boeotians his allies,
a generation or two later, it had been carried to Rome and
placed in the temple of Peace (cf. Strabo, xiv. p. 652; Pliny,
N.H, xxxv. 10, 36). 53



PLUTARCH’S LIVES

xai Keyypéas elre: xai PvAyw rxai Mdvaxtov,
émiretyiopata Tis ‘Articis vmo  KaodvSpov
$povpoipeva, ratacTpeyduevos amébwre Tols
*Abnvaiots. ol 8¢ kaimep éxxexvuévor mpoTepoy
els adTov Kal kaTakexpnuévor macay ¢iloTiuiav,
éEebpov Suws kai ToTe TpocPaTor Kal xaivol Tals
kohakelars ¢pavivar. Tov yap omicfodopov Tod
Ilapfevivos amédefav adrd rxatd\vow Kaxel
Slavrav elye, Ths "AOnvas Aeyouévns vmodéyealac
xal Eevilew adTov, DY mwdvv roopov Eévov obdE
as mapbéve mpdws émicTabuelovra. xaiTor TOV
aderdov avtod PiMirmov aiclouevés wote 0 Ta-
T)p év olxia kaTalbovTa Tpels éxolay véas yvvai-
Kas, mpos éxeivov uév ovdev épbéyEaro, mapovros
8¢ éxeivov, Tov oTabpodorny perameuyduevos,
“Od70s,” elmrev, “ odx éEdEets pov Tov viov ék Tiis
oTevoywpias;”

XXIV. Anunrpeos 8, v’ Abnvav adrd mpoa-
fkov, € O d&N\o undév, &s e mpeaBurépav
aderdiy aloxvvecbar (Tobro ryap éBovheto Né-
veafar), Tocavryy UBpw els waidas éevbépovs
xal «yuvaikas doTas kateskédace Tis dxpo-
mohews @oTe Soxelv ToTe pdhioTa Kabapevew
Tov Témov, 8te Xpuoid xal Aauia xai Anuol
kai Avtikipa, Tals mopvars éxeivars, ouvaro-
\acTaivor.

Ta pév odv dA\\a cadpds amrayyé\hew ob mwpémee
Sia Ty mwohw, THv 8¢ Anuoxiéovs dpeTyv kal
cwppoaivyy GEwov éate i mapelletv. éxeivos
yap 7y €ty wais dvnBos, ovk éNalbe 8¢ Tov Anui-
Tpov Exwv Tijs eduopdlas THy émwvvuiav xaTi-

54



DEMETRIUS

and captured Ceichreae ; he also reduced Phyle and
Panactum, fortresses of Attica in which Cassander
had garrisons, and gave them back to the Athenians.
And they, although before this they had used up
and exhausted all the honours that could be bestowed
upon him, nevertheless devised a way to show them-
selves then also the authors of new and fresh
flatteries. For instance, they assigned him the rear
chamber of the Parthenon for his quarters; and
there he lived, and there it was said that Athena
received and entertained him, although he was no
very orderly guest.apd did 